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The Church is a 

Family



God is our Heavenly Father.  We are 

His children; therefore, we are God’s 

family and we are brothers and 

sisters.

As a church we should try to have 

the characteristics of a family.  

In this lesson we will share about the 

characteristics of God’s Family, the 

church.

The Church is a Family



1. We have one Heavenly Father

Ephesians 4:4-6; Psalm 68:26

• We are brothers and sisters

• A good Father cares for his 

children

• A good Father prepares for 

his children’s future

• A good father disciplines his 

children

Relationships in the Family



Every member of the family has 

responsibilities to help that family 

have happiness and success.

1. Fathers:  Support and protect

2. Mothers:  Feed, care and protect

3. Children:  Obey and help

4. Guests:  Honor and help

Responsibilities in the Family



1. Advise and remind each other

Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 3:13

2. Comfort one another

1 Thessalonians 4:18

3. Encourage one another

1 Thessalonians 5:11

4. Meet together with one another

Hebrews 10:25

Relationships in the Family



5. Confess our faults to one another

James 5:16

6. Fellowship with one another

1 John 1:3

7. Love one another

1 John 4:7

8. Forgive one another

Ephesians 4:31-32

Relationships in the Family



God’s plan is for each family to support 

itself.  The family members share their 

finances so the family can succeed.

God’s plan is for the local church to 

support itself and not always rely on gifts 

from outside the country.

The church supports itself by tithes and 

offerings.

The church is the warehouse:  Malachi 3:10

Families Support Themselves



1. Change our character through 

relationships

Galatians 5:22

Difficulties in families are an 

opportunity to become more like Jesus 

in our character.

We don’t run away from problems in the 

church or ignore them, but we solve the 

problems.

The Purpose of God’s Family



2. Use our spiritual gifts to help 

others.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

• Just as parents train their 

children the church is the 

Training Center

• Like parents, the leaders of the 

church equip us to do God’s work 

in the church and in the 

community

The Purpose of God’s Family



3. Represent God in the community

Genesis 1:26-28; Ephesians 5:25-26

• The family – father, mother and 

children – represent God in the 

community

• The church represents God’s 

love, holiness and goodness to 

the community

The Purpose of God’s Family



• As Christians, we have one Heavenly 

Father, therefore we are one family of 

brothers and sisters

• Like a family, church members have 

responsibilities toward one another

• God has a purpose for families in the 

community and for churches, too –

represent Him to the community.

Conclusion


