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THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS 

Serving the Calling of God 

Chapter 3:1-7 

 

For this reason, I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2 Surely 

you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that 

is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading 

this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was 

not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to 

God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are 

heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise 

in Christ Jesus.  7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me 

through the working of his power. 

 

 

Vs. 1-2  God called Paul to the Gentiles. 

God gave a clear mission to Paul when he trusted in Jesus.  That mission was 

to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles – those outside of the 

nation of Israel. 

 

Acts 9:11-16 
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for 

a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a 

man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”  
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and 

all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come 

here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”  
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to 

proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of 

Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 

 

Acts 22:17-21 
17 “When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into a 

trance 18 and saw the Lord speaking to me. ‘Quick!’ he said. ‘Leave Jerusalem 

immediately, because the people here will not accept your testimony about 

me.’  19 “‘Lord,’ I replied, ‘these people know that I went from one synagogue 

to another to imprison and beat those who believe in you. 20 And when the 

blood of your martyr[a] Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and 

guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’  21 “Then the Lord said to 

me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’” 

 

In those days, this was very strange.  The Jews had no relationships at all with 

the Gentiles.  For Paul to receive this mission from the Lord he would have to 

overcome his personal prejudice and issues of his culture.  He would have to 

think in a new way.  Not only that, all the Jews in Jerusalem, including the 

apostles, opposed him.  They believed that if a Gentile became a believer, they 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27725a
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must follow Jewish tradition.  For many years it was very difficult for Paul to 

be accepted by the Jewish Christians. 

 

If you read Acts, Chapter 10, you can see that God was also helping Peter 

understand that He wants to reach the Gentiles.  This was also new for Peter, 

since he was a Jew.  At first the Christian Jews in Jerusalem rejected reaching 

out to the Gentiles, but when they heard Peter’s testimony they changed their 

mind.  Acts 11 

 

However, for all of Paul’s ministry there were Jews who followed him from 

city to city trying to disrupt his ministry to the Gentiles. 

 

In Acts 15, there appear to have been some Jewish Christians that did not like 

the implications of Gentile salvation that Paul was preaching.  Individuals 

from this group went into churches established by Paul and taught that 

circumcision was required for converts to Christianity.  Who were these 

opponents of Paul?   The traditional answer to the identity of the opponents of 

Paul is that they are Jewish Christians that desire to impose the law on Gentile 

converts.  Paul refers to these people many times in his letters.   

 

Philippians 3:2-3 

Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it 

is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in 

Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 

 

Galatians 5:1-6 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  2 Mark my words! I, Paul, 

tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to 

you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that 

he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by 

the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from 

grace. 5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for 

which we hope.6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 

has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through 

love. 

 

Paul’s message was that as New Testament Christians, we are not obligated to 

be circumcised, follow the Jewish social laws and culture, but we have 

freedom.  God accepts us as our own nationality.  We turn away from sin.  

There are some aspects of our culture we keep and some we throw out, but the 

point is we are a new person, we are accepted by Jesus Christ and we are not 

considered either a Jew or Gentile, but a Christian.  You will find this problem 

arise many times in Paul’s letters.  He was always trying to help the new 

Gentile Christian understand his freedom in Christ and not be dragged into the 

bondage of Jewish tradition or false teaching.  The Book of Galatians was 

written to oppose this false teaching from Jews or Jewish Christians at that 

time. 
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Do we stand for our faith and calling, or do we compromise? 

 

Here is a good lesson for us:  When we have pressure from family, friends or 

other Christians to compromise what we believe is the Word of God or God’s 

calling on our life, do we compromise, or are we faithful to God’s calling?  

Paul had lots of pressure to compromise, but he was committed to his calling.  

How can we turn away from our calling?  We cannot.   

Paul was a prisoner because of his calling.  Paul was rejected by his own 

countrymen because of his calling.  Paul was beaten and suffered a lot because 

of his calling. 

Here are some of the sufferings Paul encountered because of his calling to the 

Gentiles: 

2 Corinthians 11:22-33 

Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s 

descendants? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to 

talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more 

frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and 

again.24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus 

one.25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three 

times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have 

been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger 

from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in 

danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger 

from false believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without 

sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I 

have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure 

of my concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I do not feel 

weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?  30 If I must boast, I 

will boast of the things that show my weakness.31 The God and Father of the 

Lord Jesus, who is to be praised forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In 

Damascus the governor under King Aretas had the city of the Damascenes 

guarded in order to arrest me.33 But I was lowered in a basket from a window 

in the wall and slipped through his hands. 

 

vs. 1-2  God has different callings for different people 

Paul had a calling to the Gentiles.  Peter had a calling to the Jews (Galatians 

2:8).  Some people are called to church ministry.  Some are called to the 

sphere of business.  Some are called to old people and some to teenager.  It’s 

important for us not to judge one another because they have a different 

ministry from us and also for us not to try to force others to be like us in our 

ministry and calling.   

 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one 

body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to 

form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all 
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given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but 

of many.  15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 

belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the 

body.16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 

the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body.17 If the 

whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole 

body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has 

placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to 

be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are 

many parts, but one body.  21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need 

you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the 

contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 

indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with 

special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special 

modesty,24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has 

put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it,25 so that 

there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 

concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 

part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  27 Now you are the body of 

Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

 

 

vs. 1-2  God gives grace for ministry 

There are two kinds of grace from God:  1) God’s kindness He gives us to 

save us while we are still in our sin, 2) God’s power to do something He has 

called us to do.  As we see in these verses, God gives His people grace to do 

what He has called them to do.  When God calls us to do something, He also 

gives us the power to do it.  Many of God’s servants are called to a difficult 

task, but as we see from the Apostle Paul, he endured.  He didn’t give up.  He 

was an overcomer because he trusted and relied on God’s grace to help him. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:8-11 
8 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the 

troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great 

pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life 

itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this 

happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the 

dead. 10 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us 

again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11 as 

you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the 

gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:4-6 
4 Such confidence we have through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are 

competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence 

comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers of a new 

covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit 

gives life. 
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2 Corinthians 4:7-12 
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 

power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but 

not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not 

abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our 

body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our 

body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ 

sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death 

is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 

As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.2 For he 

says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped 

you.”  I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep 

me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 

Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away 

from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about 

my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for 

Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

v. 3  God revealed to Paul the secret 

Nowadays we have the Bible to guide us.  We have the Holy Spirit to guide 

us.  In Paul’s era he did not have the New Testament.  His writings and the 

writings of the other apostles became the New Testament.  They had the Old 

Testament, but they didn’t have books like we have them today.  The had 

scrolls.  The scrolls were kept at the Jewish synagogue.  They didn’t have an 

Old Testament Bible in every family.  Paul studied in a Jewish Bible School.   

 

When we read and study the Bible we gain knowledge.  This is good.  But we 

need the Holy Spirit to do two things toward us: 

 

1. Illuminate us to understand the Word of God. 

As we read the Bible, pray or listen to a sermon, we should be praying, 

“Lord, help me to see by Your Light, the meaning of these verses.”  God 

puts teachers in the church to help illuminate us, but the Holy Spirit is the 

Source of our true knowledge.   

 

2. Reveal to us what He wants us to know. 

Paul said God revealed to him secretes that others had not seen.  Jesus 

illuminated Paul, but also revealed to him secrets in the Word of God.   

 

Ephesians 3:4-5 

. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the 

mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other 
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generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy 

apostles and prophets. 

 

  Galatians 1:11-18 
11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of 

human origin. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, 

I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.  13 For you have heard of my 

previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of 

God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my 

own age among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my 

fathers. 15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and 

called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might 

preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult 

any human being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were 

apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 
18 Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with 

Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—

only James, the Lord’s brother. 20 I assure you before God that what I am 

writing you is no lie. 

 

The Holy Spirit is the Source of our knowledge and understanding.  He reveals 

to us what God has already written in the Bible and He reveals to us secrets to 

help people.  God can reveal truths in the Bible, but He can also reveal truths 

in someone’s life and in a situation in our family, workplace, village, city or 

nation.  Christians are people who have answers.  God is please to reveal 

answers to problems to us for us to help our church, family, business and 

society. 

 

There are four spiritual gifts given by the Holy Spirit which God uses to reveal 

something to us: 

 

1 Corinthians 12:7-10 
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To 

one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of 

knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another 

prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different 

kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.  
 

1. The gift of the Word of Knowledge 

God gives us knowledge that is beyond our knowledge.  He reveals 

something to us about a person or situation that is secrete. 

 

2. The gift of the Word of Wisdom 

God gives us wisdom beyond our normal wisdom.  He reveals the method 

to solve a problem.  He gives and answer. 

 

3. The gift of Discerning of Spirits 

When we are in a situation and we know there is spiritual activity there, 

but we don’t know what kind of spiritual activity, God will reveal to us the 
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source of that spiritual activity – is it the Holy Spirit?  Angels?  Demons?  

If so, what kind of demons?  Or is it the human spirit? 

 

4. The gift of prophecy 

God will reveal the future to us about a person, group of persons, or a 

village, city or nation.  The secret is in God, but He reveals it to us and we 

speak it. 

When God reveals a secret, we must speak it.  When God reveals something, it 

will not be opposite from His Word in the Bible, which is the highest form of 

revelation. 

These are gifts available to every Christian because the same Holy Spirit 

works in each of us.  Some Christians have gifts that are stronger than others, 

but we all have access to every spiritual gift.  We can expect that God will put 

His thoughts in our minds to reveal answers to us to solve problems in our life, 

our family, our workplace or business, and our society. 

 

v. 6  6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 

Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

 This is the secret which God revealed to Paul:  The Gentiles join in the 

promise of the Savior with the Jews.  We are no longer outside the covenants 

and promises, but we are one family, one body, one New Person. 

 

 God choose the descendants of Abraham in the ancient times to be the family 

that would being the Savior into the world and represent Him to the Gentiles.  

The descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob did not bring the wonderful 

news of the Kingdom of God to the nations, so Jesus Himself, descended to 

earth to prepare this work and He chose men like the Apostle Paul, Barnabus, 

Silas, Timothy, Titus and others to do this work.  The result is that you and I 

who are not Jews have the opportunity to become the family of God with the 

blessings of salvation in this life and eternal life in heaven. 

 

 We don’t want to become like Israel and keep the Good News 

to ourselves.  We want to obey God and go out to every nation 

and bring the Good News to them and help them become true 

disciples of Jesus and World-Changers.   

 
v. 7 We serve the calling of God upon our life 

7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the 

working of his power. 

 

 When we are called, we serve Jesus because of the call and we serve our calling. If we 

are called to business, we serve the calling.  The calling leads us.  The calling guides 

our decisions.  We sacrifice because of the calling.  The same if God calls us to 

church ministry, or ministry in the sphere of education or arts and entertainment or 

other spheres of society. We serve the calling because of Jesus.  We lay aside other 
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things that may be good, but they are not the calling.  And God gives us grace and 

strength to serve the calling, follow the calling and fulfill the calling. 

 

What has God called you to?  You are called.  God has a purpose for you.  You must 

discover your calling and prepare yourself for it and be faithful to that calling. 

 

I’m suggesting five ways you can discover your calling from God: 

1. Follow your passion?   

What is in your heart?  What do you have a passion to do? 

 

2. What is your fruit? 

Are you producing fruit that lasts?  What is the result of your activity?  Who are the 

people whose lives have been changed because of your activity? 

 

3. Personal encounter with God. 

What has God spoken to you personally about?  Are there Bible verses?  Is there a 

time when you met God and he revealed something to you about his calling? 

 

4. What do others say? 

The Bible says in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word will be established.  

Are there two or three or more others who confirm what you are feeling or what you 

think God has spoken to you about?  Has there been a prophecy about what God has 

call you to do? 

 

5. What do your leaders say? 

One of the most important factors that will help you identify your calling and God’s 

timing for your calling is your leaders.  What do your leaders say about what God has 

called you to do?  Do they confirm what you think and what others say?  Sometimes 

leaders will see that you are indeed called, but it is not God’s timing for you to enter 

that level of leadership because they see weaknesses in your skills or character.  

(Hebrews 13:17) 
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SERVING THE CALLING OF GOD 

Ephesians 3:1-7 

Sermon 

 

 

Introduction 

I admire the Apostle Paul.  His life was changed, and he became a World-Changer.  He was 

100% committed to death and met with many difficulties.  2 Corinthians 11:23-29 

Why did Paul endure?  Why did Paul overcome?  Why did he no give up and go back to His 

old life?  I believe a key to Paul’s passion and perseverance is his calling from God.   

 

1. God called Paul to the Gentiles, vs. 1-2 

A. This is unusual for that time and situation 

B. Paul was rejected by some Christian Jews 

C. Paul was followed and persecuted by Jews every place he went to preach and 

plant churches 

 

2. God has different callings for different people, vs. 1-2 

A. Paul and Peter had different callings, Galatians 2:8 

B. Paul and Barnabus has different callings, Acts 15:36-39 

C. 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 

 

3. God gives grace for ministry, vs. 1-2 

A. Two different kinds of grace:  God’s kindness and God’s power 

B. 2 Corinthians 1:8-11; 3:4-6; 4:7-12; 6:1-2; 12:7-10 

 

4. We serve Jesus by serving the calling of God on our life, v. 7 

A. We sacrifice 

B. We choose the best over the good 

C. The calling of God leads us 

D. The calling of God empowers us and gives us strength through the Holy Spirit 

 

Conclusion 

How do you discover the calling of God in your life?  If you know your calling, be faithful to 

that calling.  Allow that calling to lead you and strengthen you every day. 
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SERVING THE CALLING OF GOD 

Ephesians 3:1-7 

Cell Group Lesson 

 

 

Prepare for the Cell Group Meeting:  

• Pray for your Cell Group Members 

• Call your Cell Group Members to remind them to join 

• Study the lesson for Ephesians 3:1-7 

• Prepare the meeting place – clean and quiet 

• In the Cell Group Meeting try to sit facing one another 

• Welcome each person as they come 

• As you start the meeting every time ask each person joining to introduce themselves 

 

 Activity Min. 

1 Ask each person to introduce themselves  5 

2 Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to join you 2 

3 Read Ephesians 3:1-7 2 

 

4 

Ask:  Do you know someone who has a clear calling from God? 

- Who is that person and how has their calling changed their life? 

 

15 

5 Pray 3 

 

6 

Ask: What do think God has called you to do? 

- Share about the points in the lesson How to Find Your Calling From 

God 

 

10 

7 Pray 3 

 

 

8 

Ask:  When a person finds their calling from God, how does that calling 

affect all the areas of their life? 

- Time?  Finances?  Location they live?  Daily Life Decisions?  

 

10 

9 Pray 3 

10 Close the meeting praying for the needs of those joining and those absent 5 
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THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS 

The Church Reveals God’s Wisdom 

Chapter 3:8-13 

 

8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to 

preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the 

administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all 

things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal 

purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we 

may approach God with freedom and confidence.13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged 

because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory. 

 

v. 8 Paul’s Humility 

Paul was an apostle of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Himself revealed Himself to Paul and 

taught Him the true ways of God in the desert of Arabia for 3 years (Galatians 1:13-

18): 

For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted 

the church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism beyond many 

of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my 

fathers. 15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by 

his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the 

Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human being. 17 I did not go 

up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. 

Later I returned to Damascus.  18 Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get 

acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days. 

 

Paul was caught up to heaven and saw things so amazing he couldn’t even talk about 

it.  2 Corinthians 12:2-4: 

2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 

heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God 

knows. 3 And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do 

not know, but God knows— 4 was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible 

things, things that no one is permitted to tell. 

 
Paul suffered severely to fulfill God’s call on his life and didn’t complain.  2 

Corinthians 11:23-27: 

 
23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have 

worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more 

severely, and been exposed to death again and again.24 Five times I received from the 

Jews the forty lashes minus one.25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was 

pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the 



132 
 

open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in 

danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in 

danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from 

false believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have 

known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and 

naked. 

 
Paul spoke Greek and Hebrew and studied the Bible as a Jewish child and young man 

and because his father was a Roman citizen he would have studied Roman and Greek 

philosophy when he lived in Tarsus.  When Paul is preaching in Athens he refers to 

Greek Poems and stories, which means he had received an education in that sphere as 

well. 

 

Acts 22:3 

I am truly a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in 

this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law 

of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as you all are this day. 

 

Acts 23:6 
6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, 

called out in the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended from 

Pharisees. I stand on trial because of the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” 

 

Acts 26:5 
5 They have known me for a long time and can testify, if they are willing, that I 

conformed to the strictest sect of our religion, living as a Pharisee. 

 

 

Paul wrote 2/3 of the New Testament.  This is an amazing man!  But he sees himself 

as the least of God’s people.  This is a lesson in humility for us.  We must see 

ourselves two ways:  We are the Body of Christ who are raised up to sit in heavenly 

places with Jesus with principalities and power under our feet.  We will do great 

things in the name of Jesus as He wants us to do.  But on the other hand, we must 

never think of ourselves more highly than we ought, but to remember that all whom 

we are and all that we do, we do by God’s grace.  He receives the glory, not us.  Many 

Christian leaders have fallen because of pride. 

 

 

The Pharisee 

 

Paul was of the Jewish Sect of the Pharisees.  He was a highly educated man.  He had 

studied in the Jewish Bible School with Gamaliel, who was a famous teacher.  The 

word “Pharisee” means “to separate.”  They saw themselves as holier than others.  

They not only tried to keep the Ten Commandments, but they added 248 more 

commandments and 365 more restrictions.  However, their laws eventually became 

equal to God’s Laws in their minds and people were punished, even put to death, for 

not keeping their laws.  Some of the laws they added were regarding the Sabbath and 

relationships with the Gentiles.  You will remember they were very upset with Jesus 

because He didn’t follow their customs about the Sabbath.  
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They considered themselves the holy people and holier than others.  The Pharisees 

raised the Word of God in the Old Testament very high.  They were faithful in giving 

tithes.  They were committed to keeping the Sabbath and other holy days and always 

washed their food, their hands and eating utensils before they ate their meals.  You 

remember them questioning Jesus about His disciples not washing their hands 

according to their tradition. They wore special clothing to identify them as a Pharisee 

and had a string tied around their head and arm to indicate they are dedicated to 

holiness.  They created meeting places in every city for Sabbath Day Meetings to 

come and hear the reading of the Word of God and their teachers would explain it.  

They declared Deuteronomy 6:4-9 every morning and evening:   

 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these 

words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 

when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind 

them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You 

shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 

About 100 years before Jesus was born the Pharisees started house schools for boys 6 

to 12 years old to learn the Bible.  One level was to learn the written Bible and the 

next level was to learn about the traditions which the Pharisees created.  They taught 

the Bible in a three-year program.  Gamaliel was one of those famous teachers whom 

Saul of Tarsus studied with.   

 

The Pharisees grew as a sect in Israel from about 200 B.C. to 70 B.C.  During the time 

of Jesus there were about 6,000 members of the Pharisee Sect in Israel.   

 

v. 9 God commissioned Paul to bring to light truth that was hidden in past 

generations 

 

 The God of the universe hides His truth for those who are spiritually hungry to find. 

 

 Proverbs 25:2 

 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings. 

 

Some people are lazy.  Some people want everything easy or free.  God is interested 

in the heart.  God will hide a truth in the Bible or nature or history.  Most people are 

too lazy to try to find God’s truth.  They are satisfied with the level they are at in life.  

They don’t want more.  However, a King has a higher standard.  We expect a king to 

be different from a pauper.  A pauper is common; a king is noble.  God wants us to 

search for His truth by prayer, Bible Study and spending time with Him.  He is happy 

to reveal His truth to those who are hungry. 

 

Jeremiah 29:13 

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 

 

Proverbs 8:17 

I love those who love me, and those who seek me find me. 
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Why does God hide His truth? 

 

1. Because God has a timing for everything.  Sometimes He will hide His truth 

because it is not the right timing to reveal it. 

 

2. Because He wants to reveal our heart.  Those who are hungry for Him and for His 

truth will find it when they seek Him or seek His truth.   

 

3. Because of spiritual blindness.  Some people are spiritually blind.  They only see 

what they want to see.  This is the case of the religious leaders in Jesus’ time who 

only saw the doctrine about the Messiah through the teaching of their tradition.  

They were blind to God’s Word and Promises He revealed in the Old Testament 

because they only focused on what they wanted to believe, not God’s truth. 

 

4. The devil blinds people from seeing the truth.  We must pray that God’s spirit will 

open their eyes. 

 

Matthew 13:10-15 

The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in 

parables?”  11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom 

of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12 Whoever has will be given 

more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they 

have will be taken from them. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables: “Though 

seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand.  14 In 

them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “‘You will be ever hearing but never 

understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  15 For this people’s 

heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have 

closed their eyes.  Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 

understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ 

 

v. 10 God’s Plan is The Church 

 

God chose Adam to establish His Kingdom on the earth, but Adam failed.  God chose 

the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to establish His Kingdom on earth, but 

they failed.  Jesus now chooses His Church to establish His Kingdom on the earth and 

they will not fail. 

 

 Matthew 16:18-19 

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

 

 There are two aspects to The Church: 

 

1. God’s people in every nation, tribe and ethnic group who have been born again by 

true faith in Jesus and are not “in Christ” because of that faith. 

 

▪ Jews, Americans, Cambodians, Indians or Egyptians who are true 

believers in Jesus as the Savior – we are One Family 
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▪ We are all one family and done body who receives God’s grace and love 

▪ We all reject parts of our culture that are not pleasing to God and keep 

parts of our culture that are not against what pleases God, but we put the 

Culture of the Kingdom of God first. 

 

2. The Local Church which meets in one location with a pastor or senior leader to 

represent God’s Kingdom and do His work in that location. 

 

In the future ages the God of the Universe will show His wisdom, grace, mercy and 

love to the demons and angels and all humanity by directing their attention to The 

Church – His Redeemed People. 

 

v. 11 God’s Eternal Purpose is fulfilled by Jesus Christ 
 

10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should 

be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to 

his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Ephesians 1:8-11 

With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will 

according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect 

when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on 

earth under Christ.  11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according 

to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 

 

God has a plan and a purpose and through the different eras of time He has been 

preparing that plan to be fulfilled in the final age. 

 

▪ God’s plan and purpose was from eternity 

▪ God created time to prepare a people for His Eternal Plan and Purpose,      

John 9:4 

▪ There was a beginning of time (Genesis 1:1) and there will be an end to time 

(Revelation 22:1-5, 12-13) 

▪ In each era of human time God has been preparing a people to fulfill His plan: 

1. Edenic Covenant:  Relationship with God; Represent God; Rule and Reign 

as God’s representatives on earth; Reproduce more people like this 

2. Adamic Covenant:  Promise of the Savior to restore 

3. Noahic Covenant:  Promise of a New Beginning with God’s same plan and 

purpose 

4. Abrahamic Covenant:  Promise of His descendants who will be His holy 

people to represent Him, bring the Savior into the world and bring His 

Good News to the Gentiles 

5. Mosaic Covenant:  Covenant with Israel to be His holy people 

6. Palestinian Covenant:  Covenant with Israel to give them land 

7. Davidic Covenant:  Covenant with David that his descendants will be 

kings 

8. New Covenant:  Covenant to bring Israel and the Church together to 

restore to the Edenic Covenant 

▪ God will fulfill His Eternal Purpose through the church, Ephesians 3:11 
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▪ He will show His power, love, mercy and wisdom to principalities and 

powers, Ephesians 3:9-10 

▪ On the Last Day people will receive rewards and punishment, John 5:29; 

Revelation 20:1-15 

▪ Christians will receive various levels of roles and responsibility in God’s New 

Kingdom, 2 Corinthians 5:10; Matthew 25:21 and 23 

▪ The church will rule and reign with Him in eternity, 1 Corinthians 6:3-4; 

Ephesians 2:6-7 

 

 

ETERNITY TIME ETERNITY 

Creation of God’s Plan Period of Preparation and 

Testing of Mankind 

 

▪ Covenant in Eden 

▪ Covenant with Adam 

▪ Covenant with Noah 

▪ Covenant with 

Abraham 

▪ Covenant with 

Moses 

▪ Covenant regarding 

Palestine 

▪ Covenant with David 

▪ New Covenant 

 

Fulfilment of God’s Plan 

Final Era 

End of Time 

Rewards and Punishment 

Roles in Rulership in 

Eternity 

 

 Summary: 

 

▪ In Eternity Past God had a purpose in His heart and He saw the end of that 

purpose in Eternity Future 

▪ Before God created anything, He knew that Adam would fail, and Israel would 

fail, and He knew He would create The Church to be of all people to represent 

Him and live with Him in Eternity Future 

▪ Mankind’s life on this earth is the place of testing to prepare Him to fulfill 

God’s Eternal Purposes in the future 

▪ Those who reject the goodness of God will be cast into the Lake of Fire.   

▪ Those who receive the goodness of God through Jesus will be given various 

kinds of rewards and various levels of responsibility in Eternity Future when 

God’s Kingdom is fully established on this earth 

▪ We must live our life knowing that the opportunities and difficulties are 

preparing us for a ministry with God in Eternity Future 

 

v. 12 Through Jesus we can approach God with freedom and confidence 

 

In the Old Testament law for worship only the High Priest could approach God one 

time per year.  He entered the Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle and the Temple with 

fear and trembling.  He would bring the blood of the sacrifice and sprinkle it on the 

Mercy Seat and hope that God forgave Him and the Nation of Israel. 
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Hebrews 9:1-8 

 

Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A 

tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its 

consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a 

room called the Most Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of incense and the 

gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s 

staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the 

cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover.  But we cannot discuss 

these things in detail now.  6 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests 

entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. 7 But only the high 

priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without 

blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in 

ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy 

Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. 

 

But when Jesus died on the cross, He entered the True Tabernacle/Temple in heaven 

and offered His blood as the final sacrifice for sins, opening the way for all of 

mankind to draw close to God with freedom and confidence because of the Final 

Sacrifice of Jesus! 

 

Hebrew 9:11-14 
11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here 

he went through the greater and more perfect   creation. 12 He did not enter by means 

of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by 

his own blood, thus obtain in eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and 

the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them 

so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, 

who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death,[c] so that we may serve the living God! 

 

Hebrews 10:21-22 

let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith 

brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having 

our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful. 

 

v. 13 Suffering, difficulties and obstacles prepare us to rise to a new level in our 

relationship with God and are beneficial for us and others  

 
13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which 

are your glory. 

 

I wish the world was perfect, but it’s not.  We make mistakes and must live with the 

results of those mistakes.  Sinners persecute us or cause difficulties for us.  The devil 

throws obstacles, difficulties and temptations at us.   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30120c
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 Jesus told us we would have difficulties in this world.  Paul, Peter and James all told 

us that we would meet with difficulties in this world.  This is part of life.  We must 

allow the difficulties to do their work in us to make us like Jesus.  The purpose of 

difficulties is to help us rise to a new level in our relationship with Jesus, so we can b 

e more effective in doing the work He has called us to do.  But difficulties are for a 

season, not for a lifetime!  If a difficulty continues to stay in our life for a long time or 

the same difficulty again and again then there is a problem.  We must find the source 

of that problem: 

 

1. Difficulties from Self or Wrong Decision: Make decisions according to the  

Word of God 

 

2. Difficulties from Others:   Pray for them and love them 

 

3. Difficulties from Satan:   Rebuke him, bind him and put  

him under your feet 

 

 John 16:33 
 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

 

Romans 5:3-5 

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And 

hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 

James 1:1-8 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let 

perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to 

all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must 

believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown 

and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the 

Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 

 

James 1:12-15 
12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that 

person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love 

him.  13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be 

tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they 

are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has 

conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 

 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is 

kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the 



139 
 

coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you 

greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all 

kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of 

greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in 

praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen 

him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 

are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result 

of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

How can my sufferings benefit others? 

 

1. Others will see our perseverance and joy in difficulties and be encouraged to 

overcome difficulties themselves. 

 

2. God will draw us nearer to Him and others will be blessed by our closeness with 

Jesus. 

 

3. God will teach us about Himself and life during our difficulties.  We will learn 

how to win in spiritual warfare.  We will learn how to pray.  We will learn how to 

fast.  We will learn principles from God’s Word.  All of these we can share with 

others and our difficulties will benefit others. 

 

Note:   God has given us a high position with Jesus Christ.  We have been given the wisdom 

of Christ and the knowledge of His ways in the Bible and by His Spirit.  Every person 

will face difficulties.  Difficulties will be temporary.  We must learn how to respond 

to difficulties in God’s ways.  When it comes to sickness and weakness and finances 

God has given us promises of healing, good health and to meet our needs.  We must 

learn how to develop our faith and overcome the difficulties.   

 

 There are two sides: 

 

1. Let the difficulties create the character of Jesus in us and draw us closer to God. 

2. Do not allow the difficulties to remain a long time in our life but learn how to 

overcome by faith and the Word of God. 
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THE CHURCH REVEALS GOD’S WISDOM 

Ephesians 3:8-13 

Sermon 

 

 

Introduction 

Some people do not consider the church important.  Some Christians do not make the church 

a priority for them.  Every person who truly believes on Jesus is part of the Universal Church.  

But God wants us to also be added to a local church where God’s pastors can care for us, we 

can use our spiritual gifts and abilities to extend the Kingdom of God on this earth. 

God has an Eternal Purpose from Eternity Past which will be completed in Eternity Future.  

This life which we live in time is temporary.  God allows us to live in time to prepare us to 

live with Him and work with Him in eternity. 

God’s Eternal Purpose is associated with putting His Church on display to reveal His 

Wisdom, Love and Mercy to the principalities and powers in heaven, on the earth and under 

the earth – angels and demons. 

 

1. The Church is Part 3 of God’s Plan to fulfill His Eternal Purpose 

 

A. Adam and Eve Failed 

B. Israel failed 

C. The Church will not fail 

Matthew 16:18-19 

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

 

2. Understanding God’s Eternal Purpose 

 

God has a plan and a purpose and through the different eras of time He has been 

preparing that plan to be fulfilled in the final age. 

 

▪ God’s plan and purpose was from eternity 

▪ God created time to prepare a people for His Eternal Plan and Purpose,      

John 9:4 

▪ There was a beginning of time (Genesis 1:1) and there will be an end to time 

(Revelation 22:1-5, 12-13) 

▪ In each era of human time God has been preparing a people to fulfill His plan: 

1. Edenic Covenant:  Relationship with God; Represent God; Rule and Reign 

as God’s representatives on earth; Reproduce more people like this 

2. Adamic Covenant:  Promise of the Savior to restore 
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3. Noahic Covenant:  Promise of a New Beginning with God’s same plan and 

purpose 

4. Abrahamic Covenant:  Promise of His descendants who will be His holy 

people to represent Him, bring the Savior into the world and bring His 

Good News to the Gentiles 

5. Mosaic Covenant:  Covenant with Israel to be His holy people 

6. Palestinian Covenant:  Covenant with Israel to give them land 

7. Davidic Covenant:  Covenant with David that his descendants will be 

kings 

8. New Covenant:  Covenant to bring Israel and the Church together to 

restore to the Edenic Covenant 

▪ God will fulfill His Eternal Purpose through the church, Ephesians 3:11 

▪ He will show His power, love, mercy and wisdom to principalities and 

powers, Ephesians 3:9-10 

▪ On the Last Day people will receive rewards and punishment, John 5:29; 

Revelation 20:1-15 

▪ Christians will receive various levels of roles and responsibility in God’s New 

Kingdom, 2 Corinthians 5:10; Matthew 25:21 and 23 

▪ The church will rule and reign with Him in eternity, 1 Corinthians 6:3-4; 

Ephesians 2:6-7 

 

 

ETERNITY TIME ETERNITY 

 

Creation of God’s Plan 

Period of Preparation and 

Testing of Mankind 

 

▪ Covenant in Eden 

▪ Covenant with Adam 

▪ Covenant with Noah 

▪ Covenant with 

Abraham 

▪ Covenant with 

Moses 

▪ Covenant regarding 

Palestine 

▪ Covenant with David 

▪ New Covenant 

 

 

Fulfilment of God’s Plan 

Final Era 

End of Time 

Rewards and Punishment 

Roles in Rulership in 

Eternity 

 

 Summary: 

 

▪ In Eternity Past God had a purpose in His heart and He saw the end of that 

purpose in Eternity Future 

▪ Before God created anything, He knew that Adam would fail, and Israel would 

fail, and He knew He would create The Church to be of all people to represent 

Him and live with Him in Eternity Future 

▪ Mankind’s life on this earth is the place of testing to prepare Him to fulfill 

God’s Eternal Purposes in the future 

▪ Those who reject the goodness of God will be cast into the Lake of Fire.   
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▪ Those who receive the goodness of God through Jesus will be given various 

kinds of rewards and various levels of responsibility in Eternity Future when 

God’s Kingdom is fully established on this earth 

 

Conclusion 

 

We must live our life knowing that the opportunities and difficulties are preparing us for a 

ministry with God in Eternity Future.  This life is not the end.  This life prepares us for the 

next life. 
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THE CHURCH REVEALS THE WISDOM OF GOD 

Ephesians 3:8-13 

Cell Group Lesson 

 

 

Prepare for the Cell Group Meeting:  

• Pray for your Cell Group Members 

• Call your Cell Group Members to remind them to join 

• Study the lesson for Ephesians 3:8-13 

• Prepare the meeting place – clean and quiet 

• In the Cell Group Meeting try to sit facing one another 

• Welcome each person as they come 

• As you start the meeting every time ask each person joining to introduce themselves 

 

 Activity Min. 

1 Ask each person to introduce themselves  5 

2 Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to join you 2 

3 Read Ephesians 3:8-13 2 

 

4 

Ask:  What have your heard others Christian and non-Christian say about the 

church?  Do they put a high value or low value on the church? 

- What about yourself?  What do you think? 

 

15 

5 Pray 3 

 

6 

Ask: Teach about how God relates to mankind through Eras and Covenants. 

- The Point:  God has a plan and has been working toward the 

fulfillment of that plan since the beginning. 

 

10 

7 Pray 3 

 

 

8 

Ask:  Teach about the Chart in the Lesson that shows Eternity Past, This 

Present Time and Eternity Future.  The Point:  Our life in this time is a 

testing and preparation for Eternity.   

- Read 2 Corinthians 5:10 and 1 Corinthians 3:9-15 

- What will your reward be?  Wood?  Hay?  Stubble?  Gold?  Silver?  

Precious Stones? 

- How can you change your life in the next 12 months to live closer to 

Jesus and more pleasing to Him? 

 

10 

9 Pray 3 

10 Close the meeting praying for the needs of those joining and those absent 5 
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THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS 

Established in Love 

Chapter 3:14-19 

 

 For this reason, I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth 

derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 

power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have 

power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be 

filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 

v. 14 Kneeling in worship 

Kneeling is a form or worship that is pleasing to God.  When we stand and worship, 

we declare our confidence in our God – who He is and who we are in Him.  When we 

dance in worship we declare our joy in God.  When we bow in worship we show our 

100% submission to God and His greatness.  When we kneel in worship, we show our 

humility and submission to God.   

Here are some verses from the Bible about kneeling: 

Psalm 95:6 

Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

Isaiah 45:23 

"I have sworn by Myself, the word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness and 

will not turn back, That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance. 

Philippians 2:9-11 

For this reason, also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 

is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those 

who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Daniel 6:10 

Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house (now in his 

roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on 

his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been 

doing previously. 

Matthew 9:18 

While He was saying these things to them, a synagogue official came and bowed down 

before Him, and said, "My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your hand on her, 

and she will live." 

 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/95/6
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Isaiah/45/23
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Philippians/2/9
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Daniel/6/10
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/9/18


144 
 

 

 

2 Chronicles 6:13 

Now Solomon had made a bronze platform, five cubits long, five cubits wide and three 

cubits high, and had set it in the midst of the court; and he stood on it, knelt on his 

knees in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands toward 

heaven. 

 

Mankind does not choose how to worship God.  God tells mankind how to worship 

Him.  In the Old Testament Era God commanded Israel how to worship Him exactly 

and they did not have the right to change it.  In the following verses we see eight ways 

that are pleasing to God for mankind to worship Him: 

 

1. Kneeling 

Psalm 95:6 

2. Standing 

Exodus 33:10 

3. Bowing 

Psalm 5:7 

4. Shouting 

Psalm 47:1 

5. Dancing 

Exodus 15:20 

6. Clapping 

Psalm 47:1 

7. Singing 

Psalm 33:1-3 

8. Lifting Hands 

Psalm 134:1 

 

v. 15 God is the Source of all life 

 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 

 Here are some questions? 

1. Who are these families in heaven and earth? 

God is the source of all the families who have ever been born on this earth.  

He is their Creator and Lord.  Therefore, we can say all the families of the 

earth have their name from Him.  However, in this verse Paul is probably 

talking about those who are true believers from the Old Testament Era and the 

New Testament Era.  Some are dead and are now in heaven with Jesus, 

waiting for Him to return the second time.  Others are still alive on this earth.   

 

2. Does God have a name He has chosen for every family? 

Most people have family name and a given name.  Where did these names 

come from?  They come from our ancestors who chose a family name and 

given name for themselves and for us because of a location, or a characteristic 

or a situation that happened or because the name represents what they hope 

for. 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Chronicles/6/13
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Names are important.  Names are important especially for God.  We see God 

changing names to represent the character of a person or His destiny for them. 

 

Abraham - Genesis 17:5 

Sarah -  Genesis 17:15 

Jacob -  Genesis 32:28; 35:10 

 

The giving a name indicates authority.  The person with authority gives the 

name. 

 

• The Chief Official over Daniel and his three friends changed their 

name. 

Daniel 1:6-7 

• The angel, Gabriel, told Zechariah what name to give his son:  John 

Luke 1:11-17.  When the baby was born everyone wanted to name him 

after his father, Zechariah, but both Elizabeth and Zechariah named 

him John, as this was the name chosen by the Lord for him.  Luke 

1:57-66.  The name “John” in the Hebrew Language, means “God is 

gracious” or “God gives grace.’ 

• The angel, Gabriel, also told Joseph and Mary the name to give her 

baby:  Jesus.  Matthew 1:20-21; Luke 1:29-33 

• Jesus changed Peter’s name to Cephas, John 1:42., Peter’s birth name 

was Simon.  Simon was the son of John.  In the Hebrew culture they 

often called the person by their Given Name and then added “the son 

of.”  So, we see in Matthew 16:17, Peter is called “Simon, son of 

John.”   

- “Simon” is the Hebrew name.  Cephas is the Aramaic name and 

means a stone.  Peter is the Greek name which means big stone.  

 

It’s interesting to me that both Yahweh in the Old Testament Era and Jesus in 

the New Testament Era, say that believers and especially those who overcome, 

will be given new names!  However, because God has a destiny for each and 

every person who is born and knows them before they were born, perhaps has 

a name for each person that comes from His heart that is associated with His 

plan for them. 

 

Isaiah 56:4-5 

For this is what the LORD says: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, 

who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant—5 to them I will 

give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons 

and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will endure forever. 

Isaiah 62:2 

The nations will see your vindication, and all kings your glory; 

you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow. 
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  Isaiah 65:15 

You will leave your name for my chosen ones to use in their curses; 

the Sovereign LORD will put you to death, but to his servants he will give 

another name. 

Revelation 2:17 

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the 

one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give 

that person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one 

who receives it. 
 

Revelation 3:12 

 
12 The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. 

Never again will they leave it. I will write on them the name of my God and the 

name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of 

heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my new name. 

 

The conclusion from this verse is we all should bow our knee in worship and 

honor for the great wisdom, love and mercy of our God who has called 

mankind to Himself and created a new body called the Church, through whom 

He will fulfill His eternal purpose.  He is the source of life and purpose for all 

mankind.   

 

v. 16 Strengthened with power in our inner man 

There is an “outer person” and an “inner person.”  The outer person is our body.  Our 

body is the vehicle that carries our spirit and soul to places God wants us to go to do 

his work.  Our body as we have it now, is temporary for this earth.  This body is 

weak.  This body is tired.  This body gets sick occasionally, but God will give us a 

new body when Jesus returns for the second time. 

 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we 

are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 

an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:35-50 

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they 

come?” 36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you 

sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of 

something else. 38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of 

seed he gives its own body. 39 Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, 

animals have another, birds another and fish another. 40 There are also heavenly 

bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one 

kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41 The sun has one kind of 
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splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in 

splendor. 

 
42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it 

is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in 

weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 

body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The 

first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The 

spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first 

man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly 

man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly man, so also are those 

who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall 

we bear the image of the heavenly man.  50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that 

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 

imperishable. 

 

As we will study in Ephesians, Chapter 6, we must be strengthened with God’s power 

in our inner person.  Our inner person is our spirit and our soul. 

 

Ephesians 6:10-12 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of 

God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle 

is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 

the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms. 

 

Our spirit has three parts: 

1. Conscience (every person knows what is right and wrong) 

2. Knowledge of God (every person has a knowledge of God) 

3. Fellowship with God (our spirit fellowships with God’s spirit) 

 

Our soul has three parts: 

1. Mind (our thinking and understanding) 

2. Will (our ability to say “yes” and “no”) 

3. Ability to make a plan and decisions  

 

In a daily life our inner man can become weak.  Our spirit can drift from God.  Our 

conscience can become numb.  Our mind can be confused and our will can become 

weak.  It’s essential that we receive new strength from God daily.  How do we receive 

that new strength? 

 

1. Prayer.  Spend time talking to God. 

2. Bible reading and Bible study.  Spend time reading God’s word a lot and allowing 

Him to speak and guide us through His Word. 

3. Hearing the Word of God preached and taught.  God uses preachers and teachers 

to take His Word from the pages of the Bible and put them in our heart. 

4. Worship.  Singing praise and worship songs gives strength to our inner person. 

5. Speaking in tongues.  Jude 1:20 
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v. 17 Dwell in our hearts through faith 

This is an interesting word in the Greek Language.  It means “to relax and make 

`yourself comfortable in someone’s house.”  God wants to live in us as someone who 

is our friend.  He wants us to welcome Him into our life and give him freedom to do 

what He wants in our life, not limit Him.   

The word “heart” in the Bible is our inner person.  The heart represents who the 

person is.  The Bible talks about many different kinds of hearts in the Bible: 

50 Kinds of Hearts in The Bible 

 

1.  Broken Heart --------- Psalms 34:18, 51:17, 69:20 

2.  Contrite Heart --------- Psalms 51:17 

3.  Grieved --------- Genesis 6:6, Psalms 73:21 

4.  Willing --------- Exodus 25:2, 35:5,29 

5.  Discouraged Heart --------- Numbers 32:7-9, Deuteronomy 1:28 

6.  Obstinate --------- Deuteronomy 2:30 

7.  Proud Heart --------- Deuteronomy 8:14, Psalms 101:5, Ezekiel 28:5,17 

8.  Wicked Heart --------- Deuteronomy 15:9, Proverbs 6:14,18, Jeremiah 4:14-18 

9.  Trembling Heart --------- Deuteronomy 28:65, Isaiah 66:2 

10. Perfect Heart --------- 1 Kings 8:61, 1 Chronicles 29:9 

11. Double Heart --------- 1 Chronicles 12:33, James 4:8 

12. Tender Heart --------- 2 Kings 22:19, 2 Chronicles 34:27, Ephesians 4:32 

13. Soft Heart --------- 1 Samuel 24:5, Job 23:16 

14. Pure Heart --------- Psalms 24:4, Matthew 5:8, 1 Peter 1:22 

15. Upright Heart --------- Psalms 32:11, 36:10, 64:10, 97:11 

16. Clean Heart --------- Psalms 51:10, 73:1, Proverbs 20:9 

17. Fixed heart --------- Psalms 57:7, 112:7 

18. Subtle Heart --------- Proverbs 7:10 

19. Froward or Perverse --------- Proverbs 11:20,12:8 

20. Wise Heart --------- Exodus 28:3,35:25, Proverbs 10:8, 11:29 

21. Merry Heart --------- 2 Chronicles 7:10, Proverbs 15:13-15, 17:22 

22. Sorrowful Heart --------- Proverbs 14:13, 15:13 

23. Haughty Heart --------- Proverbs 18:12, Jeremiah 48:29 

24. Fretting Heart --------- Proverbs 19:3, 24:19, Psalms 37:1-8 

25. Heavy Heart --------- Proverbs 25:20, 31:6 

26. Unsearchable Heart --------- Proverbs 25:3, Psalms 64:6 

27. Despiteful Heart --------- Ezekiel 25:15, Romans 1:30 

28. Bitter Heart --------- Ezekiel 27:31, Hebrews 12:15, James 3:14 

29. New Heart --------- Ezekiel 18:31, 36:26, 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 



149 
 

30. Stoney Heart --------- Ezekiel 11:19, 36:26 

31. Flesh Heart --------- Ezekiel 11:19, 36:26 

32. Uncircumcised Heart --------- Ezekiel 44:7, Jeremiah 9:26, Acts 7:51 

33. Meek and Lowly --------- Matthew 11:29 

34. Honest and Good --------- Luke 8:15 

35. Overcharged heart---------  Luke 21:34 

36. Troubled Heart --------- John 14:1-3, 27 

37. Single Heart --------- Ephesians 6:5, Acts 2:46 

38. Foolish and Darkened --------- Romans 1:21 

39. Impenitent Heart --------- Romans 1:21, 2:5 

40. Circumcised --------- Romans 2:29, Philippians 3:3 

41. Evil Heart --------- Jeremiah 3:17,7:24,11:8,16:12, Hebrews 3:12 

42. True Heart --------- Hebrews 10:22, Matthew 22:16 

43. Melted Heart --------- Joshua 2:11, 5:1, 7:5, 14:8 

44. Deceitful Heart --------- Jeremiah 14:14, 17:9, Mark 7:21-23 

45. Hard Heart --------- Deuteronomy 15:17, Psalms 95:8, Hebrews 3:8 

46. Whorish Heart --------- Ezekiel 6:9, Hosea 4:12, 9:1 

47. Mischievous Heart --------- Proverbs 28:14, 22:15, Romans 1:21 

48. Diabolical Heart --------- John 13:2, Acts 5:3 

49. Covetous Heart --------- Jeremiah 22:17, 2 Peter 

50. Compassionate Heart --------- Psalms 55:4, Jeremiah 4:19 

 

v. 17 Rooted and established in love 

Love is our foundation.  Love is what the world is looking for.  There is so much pain 

and rejection in the world that separates people, causes loneliness, fear and 

depression.  Someone said, “Hurt people, hurt people.”   

Many people have the wrong idea about God.  They see God as mean and ready to 

judge and punish.  They see God through their relationship with their natural father.  

God must punish sin, yes. God must discipline His children, yet.  But everything God 

does, He does in love and because of love.   

Please, dear Christian, rest in God’s love. Receive God’s unconditional love toward 

you!  Read these amazing Scriptures and put them deep into your heart: 

Romans 8:31-39 

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will 

he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any 

charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is 

the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was 

raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall 



150 
 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 

famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

 

“For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” 

  
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,39 neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

v. 18 Understanding the greatness of God’s love 

18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and 

long and high and deep is the love of Christ. 

This word “know” means to know clearly and understand 100%.  Some Christians 

know about God’s love.  Some Christians have experienced some of God’s love, but 

the Apostle Paul is praying that we all will know how wide and how long and how 

deep and how high the love of God is.  Our God is so wonderful that He is beyond 

any love we have known in our life.  His love is bigger than any love we have ever 

imagined.  Let’s pray that you and I and all Christians will know the width, length, 

height and depth of God’s great love for us and for all of mankind.  Let’s pray that the 

Holy Spirit will help us know in our mind and know in our experience and help us 

bring that love to others. 

v. 19 To know God’s love and be filled with the fulness of God 

19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the 

measure of all the fullness of God. 

Two final points in this section of the Book of Ephesians: 

1. God’s love is so great, we actually cannot comprehend the full width, length, 

height and depth of His love.  God is not a man.  He is far, far above all that 

mankind can understand.  By His grace He lets us know Him some.  But our 

ability in this world and in this body and soul is limited.  When we meet Him face 

to face, then we will truly know.   

 

Paul was taken up to heaven and what he saw was so amazing he said he could not 

talk about it. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:1-4 

I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and 

revelations from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught 

up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God 

knows. 3 And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not 

know, but God knows— 4 was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, 

things that no one is permitted to tell. 
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Paul also told us that now, in this life we know in part and we love in part, but 

when we meet face to face with Jesus we will know Him fully at that time. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:8-12 

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 

tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we 

know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in 

part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, 

I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind 

me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

 

Someone has said: 

 

“If all the oceans of the earth were ink and all the skies above were paper, 

there would not be enough ink in the ocean and paper in the sky to write 

about God’s love.” 

 

2. God wants us to be filled to the measure of the fulness of God. 

The fulness of God lives in the Christian.  We do not lack anything.   

 

Colossians 2:9-10 

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you 

have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 

 

The only thing that limits us is our knowledge and faith.  If we are ignorant of 

God’s fulness within us we will see ourselves as paupers, weak and lacking.  If 

our faith is weak we will not be able to access the fulness that is within us. 

 

We have the fulness of God in us because we have the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ 

living in us. 

 

UNDERSTANDING ABOUT FAITH 

 

1. Faith is believing something which we have not yet seen nor have not yet 

received. 

Hebrews 11:1 

 

2. We must believe that God is good, he hears our prayers and will reward our 

faith. 

Hebrews 11:6 

 

3. Our faith will be tested. 

1 Peter 1:3-8 

 

4. Our faith is in the Word of God and the God of the Word. 

Hebrew 13:8 and 1 Peter 1:23-25 



152 
 

 

5. Some people have no faith, some people have little faith and some people 

have great faith.  God wants our faith to grow. 

Matthew 13:58; Matthew 6:28-30; Matthew 8:10 

 

6. If we believe we will express our faith through words and actions.   

Romans 10:8-10; 2 Corinthians 4:13; Mark 11:22-25 

 

7. We must change our thinking and renew our mind according to the Word of 

God. 

Romans 12:1-2 
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ESTABLISHED IN GOD’S LOVE 

Ephesians 3:14-19 

Sermon 

 

Introduction 

Many Christians are poor, sick, weak and do not live up to the measure which God has provided 

for them.  Many Christians have a very wrong perspective of God which affects every area of 

their life.  Someone has said, “People who are hurt, hurt others; people who are secure in God’s 

love show God’s love to others.”  In this lesson we want to understand more clearly about God’s 

love toward us. 

 

1. We must be strengthened with power in our Inner Person, v. 16 

A. Understand our Inner Person and our Outer Person 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18; 15:35-50 

B. Understand our spirit and our soul 

C. How to be strengthened in our Inner Person 

 

2. Rooted and established in love, v. 17 

Romans 8:31-39 

A. The world is looking for love in all the wrong places 

B. Many people and Christians have the wrong idea about God 

C. Rest in God’s unconditional love for you 

 

3. Understanding the greatness of God’s love, v. 18 

A. God’s love is beyond our comprehension 

B. Pray that God will help us to know His love more and more 

 

4. Know God’s love and be filled with His fulness, v. 19 

A. God’s love and God Himself are beyond our comprehension.  We are limited in this 

body and mind. 

2 Corinthians 12:1-4; 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 

 

“If all the oceans of the earth were ink and all the skies above were paper, there 

would not be enough ink in the ocean and paper in the sky to write about God’s 

love.” 

 

B. God wants us to be filled to the measure of the fulness of God. 

Colossians 2:9-10 
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The only thing that limits us is our knowledge and faith.  If we are ignorant of God’s 

fulness within us we will see ourselves as paupers, weak and lacking.  If our faith is 

weak we will not be able to access the fulness that is within us. 

 

Conclusion 

Everybody is looking for love.  Many people look for love in the wrong places.  Many people 

suffer in their emotions because a lack of love.  However, there is the God of the Universe who 

loves mankind and loves you and me with a love that is beyond comprehension.  He invites you 

and me and all of mankind to know that love clearly and experience it every day.  The first step 

is faith in Jesus as the only Savior and repentance.  Give yourself 100% to Jesus.  Don’t hold 

anything back. 
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ESTABLISHED IN GOD’S LOVE 

Ephesians 3:14-19 

Cell Group Lesson 

 

Prepare for the Cell Group Meeting:  

• Pray for your Cell Group Members 

• Call your Cell Group Members to remind them to join 

• Study the lesson for Ephesians 3:14-19 

• Prepare the meeting place – clean and quiet 

• In the Cell Group Meeting try to sit facing one another 

• Welcome each person as they come 

• As you start the meeting every time ask each person joining to introduce themselves 

 

 Activity Min. 

1 Ask each person to introduce themselves  5 

2 Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to join you 2 

3 Read Ephesians 3:14-19 2 

 

4 

Ask:  How would you describe the difference between a person’s Inner 

Person and Outer Person? 

- What do you know about a person’s spirit, soul and body? 

Explain about the spirit and soul 

 

15 

5 Pray 3 

 

6 

Ask: What are your observations about this statement: “People are looking 

for love in all the wrong places.”  Is that true?  What do you notice about 

people when it comes to looking for love.  How do people look for love in 

the wrong places? 

Teach about God’s unconditional love for us, Romans 8:31-39 

 

10 

7 Pray 3 

 

 

8 

Ask:  Teach about how God is so great and His love so great we cannot 

understand fully in this life.   

- 2 Corinthians 12:1-4; 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 

However, we can all know God more.  Pray that God will help each of us rest 

in His great love for us and to know the width, height, depth and length of 

His love for us.   

 

10 

9 Pray 3 

10 Close the meeting praying for the needs of those joining and those absent 5 
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 THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS 

Our Super Abundant God 

Chapter 3:20-21 

 

 

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen 

 

The first three chapters of Ephesians is Christian Doctrine about who God is, what He has 

done in history, who we are in Christ and what God will do in Eternity.  It seems the Apostle 

Paul is full of excitement and passion as he shares with the Christians in the Church in 

Ephesus and us, too, the glory of God and His Wonderful Plan that has been hidden but now 

is revealed.  As we come to the end of Chapter 3 Paul lifts his voice and pen and extols God 

even stronger for His awesomeness. 

 

God can do anything!  Nothing is too difficult for our God! 
 

Jeremiah 32:17 

“Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and 

outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you 

 

Matthew 19:26 
 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 

possible.” 

 
Mark 11:22-25 

“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, 

‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what 

they say will happen, it will be done for them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in 

prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, 

if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive 

you your sins.”  

 

Most of us do not live a lifestyle where we are free of lack, pain and difficulties.  Most of us 

meet with financial problems, relationship problems and problems associated with meeting 

our goals in life.  We are not used to living a life of super abundance, but instead we are often 

used to living a life of lack, struggle and solving our problems by ourselves.  We are living 

below what God has prepared for us! 

 

When we become Christians, things change in our life.  We are taken out of the Kingdom of 

Darkness and put into the Kingdom of Light – the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 Colossians 1:13 
 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 

Son he loves 
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We have a new hope, a new life, a new Heavenly Father, a new family, a new citizenship and 

a new power and new resources that we didn’t have before.  But many of us continue to live 

like paupers.  We continue to live like we lack resources. 

 

Here is a key: 

 

1 John 5:13-15 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know 

that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 

ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever 

we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him. 

 

If God tells us to do something He will give us the resources to do it. 
 

Sometimes our timing and God’s timing is different, but we can be assured we will have 

everything we need to do everything He wants us to do at the time He wants us to! 

 

Nothing is too big for Him.  Nothing is too difficult for Him.  Nothing is too complicated for 

Him.   

 

To live a life of super abundance it’s very important for us to understand three Essential 

Attributes of God: 

 

1. God is all-powerful. 

2. God is all-knowing. 

3. God is sovereign. 

 

God is All-Powerful 
God is the Source of all things.  Because He is the Source of all things, He is the Master of all 

things.  Everything must do as He commands – nature, such as animals, metal, planets, trees, 

grass and dirt must obey Him. Time – the sun, moon and starts – must obey Him.  Only man 

has a free will to obey or not obey God.  God has all the resources He needs to do everything 

He wants to do.  He created everything out of nothing.  He doesn’t need anyone’s help to do 

what He wants to do.  No one is higher or more powerful than Him.   What we call a 

“miracle’ is not a miracle to God – it is normal.  As we read through the many stories in the 

Old Testament Bible we will see that the normal way for God to work among mankind is to 

do something above the normal.  This is not unusual or too difficult for Him.   

 

Isaiah 43:10-13 

“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen, 

so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he.  Before me no god was 

formed, nor will there be one after me.  11 I, even I, am the LORD, and apart from me there is 

no savior.  12 I have revealed and saved and proclaimed—I, and not some foreign god among 

you.  You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God.  13 Yes, and from ancient 

days I am he.  No one can deliver out of my hand.  When I act, who can reverse it?” 

 

Isaiah 44:6-8 

“This is what the LORD says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty:  I am the first 

and I am the last; apart from me there is no God.  7 Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
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Let him declare and lay out before me what has happened since I established my ancient 

people, and what is yet to come—yes, let them foretell what will come.  8 Do not tremble, do 

not be afraid.  Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago?  You are my witnesses. Is 

there any God besides me?  No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 

 

Isaiah 45:18 

For this is what the LORD says—he who created the heavens, he is God; 

he who fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but 

formed it to be inhabited—he says: “I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

 

1. God has complete authority and power over the earth 

God created everything from nothing.  He didn’t need the help of anyone. He spoke 

and everything was created.  All animals, insects, everything that grows on the earth 

and all the rocks, metal and dirt on and under the earth, the air and water must obey 

Him. These are His resources to do what He wants to do. 

 

2. God has complete authority and power over the spiritual realm 

God has power and authority over all angels to command them to do His will.  He has 

all power and authority over the devil and demons to bind them and forbid them and 

cast them out. 

 

3. God has complete authority and power in the affairs of mankind 

God does not force mankind to do His will, but God puts His thoughts in their minds 

and prepares their circumstances to guide them to make a decision to do His will.  

God will arrange the circumstances for a person to be born in a certain place at a 

certain time, or to be in a certain place at a certain time to fulfill His will.  God will 

use nature to direct people to do His will – storms, earthquakes, rain or famine.   

 

What does this mean to us? 

▪ When God makes a promise, He has all the resources to fulfill that promise. 

▪ We can have confidence in our God to do what He wants to do in our life and 

situation. 

▪ We can be bold to believe and declare what His Word says we can believe and 

declare. 

▪ God is with you, and nothing is too difficult for Him to do in your life.   

▪ It’s not necessary to fear or worry. 

▪ It’s not necessary for us to use our own strength, power and wisdom to try to make 

God’s purpose happen in our life or circumstances. 

▪ We can rest and allow God to work in our life, our circumstances and the world.  

When he speaks to us, we obey and cooperate with Him. 

 

God is All-Knowing 
 

Isaiah 46:9-10 

Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am 

God, and there is none like me.  10 I make known the end from the beginning, from 

ancient times, what is still to come.  I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all 

that I please.’ 
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Isaiah 40:13-14 

Who can fathom the Spirit of the LORD, or instruct the LORD as his counselor?  
14 Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way?  

Who was it that taught him knowledge, or showed him the path of understanding? 

 

Psalm 139:1-4 

You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.  2 You know when I sit and when I 

rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.  3 You discern my going out and my lying 

down; you are familiar with all my ways.  4 Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, 

know it completely. 

 

Psalm 139:15-16 

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, 

when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.  16 Your eyes saw my unformed 

body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book 

before one of them came to be. 

 

1. God knows everything and knows everything before it happens.  He does not need 

anyone to teach Him.  Sometimes we don’t know why something happens.  For us, 

perhaps it seems unjust.  Often, we do not know all the details of the situation, so we 

cannot understand clearly.  God knows all the details.  God is just and good and only 

does good.  Something we hope something will happen, but it does not happen.  

Perhaps God does not allow it to happen because He knows the negative result, or 

because it is not according to His plan for that person.   

 

2. God knows what is done in secret.  He knows the good people do in secret and the 

evil people do in secret.   

 

Matthew 6:4 

so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 

secret, will reward you. 

 
3. God knows the future.  God lives in eternity.  At one moment He sees all the past, 

all the present and all the future.  God lives in the “now.”  Future is not future to God.  

He is eternal, so He knows the future like He knows the past.  Because God knows the 

future does not mean people do not have personal responsibility for their actions or 

choices.  Because God knows the future does not mean God causes something to 

happen.  God does not force any person to do anything.  From the beginning with 

Adam and Eve God allows mankind freedom to choose.  But God knows the result of 

those choices and can arrange circumstances to accomplish His will for that person, 

that family or that nation.  God can take the evil decisions and bad actions of someone 

and cause them to turn out for our good. 

 

Genesis 50:15-21 

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 

holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So 

they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he 

died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the 

sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the 
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sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, 

Joseph wept.  18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We 

are your slaves,” they said.  19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the 

place of God?20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 

what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will 

provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

Romans 8:28 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose. 

 

4. God knows our heart and our needs 

Often, people do not understand our deepest of hearts.  They misunderstand our 

motives.  But God knows our deepest of hearts.  He knows our desires, our motives, 

our fears and our pain. 

 

1 Chronicles 28:9 

“And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with 

wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every 

heart and understands every desire and every thought. If you seek him, he will be 

found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever. 
 

 Psalm 94:9-10 

Does he who fashioned the ear not hear?  Does he who formed the eye not see? 
10 Does he who disciplines nations not punish?   Does he who teaches mankind lack 

knowledge? 

 

Because God knows everything He will punish and give rewards that are just.  Some 

people do good in this life and do not receive a reward in this life, but God sees and 

knows everything and will give them a reward in eternity. Some people do evil and 

seem to prosper all the time. God sees and knows all of this and they will be punished 

in eternity.   

 

God is Sovereign 
 

God is all wise and all powerful and everyplace in time at one moment.  He knows 

everything and is more powerful than everything.  Nothing can stop God’s plan.  God 

is using the good and the evil to accomplish His will.  He guides the affairs of 

mankind – nations, families and individuals – to accomplish His Eternal Purpose 

without forcing anyone or controlling anyone.   

 

God influences nature, weather, animals and mankind to accomplish His will.  

Sometimes life seems “out of control” but things are not out of control.  God knows 

and God will guide and as long as we submit to Him and try to follow the leading of 

his Holy Spirit, His purposes will be fulfilled in our life. 

 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

"But now, this is what the LORD says - he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed 

you, O Israel: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; 

you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you 
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pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, 

you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  For I am the LORD, your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your ransom, Cush and 

Seba in your stead.  Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I 

love you, I will give men in exchange for you, and people in exchange for your life.  

Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and 

gather you from the west.  I will say to the north, 'Give them up!' and to the south, 'Do 

not hold them back.' Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the 

earth - everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 

formed and made."   

What does this mean for us? 

 

1. We can rest.  There is no need to struggle or fear.  God knows us and our 

situation and as we submit and obey Him, He will prepare everything for us. 

 

2. We can receive God’s peace.  When we know that our God is all-powerful, all-

knowing and nothing can stop His will from being accomplished, we can receive 

His peace.   

 

3. We can move forward in faith and be bold.  We can move forward with what 

we know and believe God has called or commanded us to do because we know He 

is with us and will help us overcome. 

 

God loves all mankind and has prepared a wonderful destiny for every 

man, woman and child.  But every person must choose to believe and obey.  

This is the condition associated with our Super-Abundant God:  We must 

believe and obey.  If we choose go against what we know is pleasing to God, 

we will receive the negative results.  But the good news is even if we do 

wrong, God can restore us and cause our wrong to turn out for our good! 
 

What can God do? 

1. Create something out of nothing, Genesis 1 

2. Control nature, Genesis 6-8 

3. Confuse languages in an instant, Genesis 11 

4. Provide what we need at the last minute, Genesis 22 

5. Cause the sins of others to turn out for our good, Genesis 50 

6. Change nature, Exodus 7-11 

7. Provide food miraculously, Exodus 16 

8. Cause water to flow from a rock in the desert, Exodus 17 

9. Cause a donkey to speak, Numbers 22 

10. Control the sun, moon and stars, Joshua 10 

11. Put His thoughts into the minds of unbelievers to change their minds, Ezra 1 

12. Command birds to bring us food, 1 Kings 17 

13. He can make an axe-head float, 2 Kings 6:1-7 

14. God will cause strange things to happen to meet our needs, 2 Kings 7 

15. He can send a big fish to save us, Book of Jonah 

16. Heal the sick, Matthew 8, 9, 10 

17. Raise the dead, Mark 5 
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18. Change the elements of nature, John 2 

19. Cause blind eyes to see, John 9 

20. Do miracles to provide for our needs, Matthew 17 

 
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us,  
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OUR SUPER-ABUNDANT GOD 

Ephesians 3:20-21 

Sermon 

 

 

Introduction 

We live in a world of lack, suffering and limitations.  We are born into this world and from a 

child we think according to the world – lack, suffering and limitations.  But we relate to a 

God that has a plan and has no limitations to accomplish that plan.  God has called us and 

commissioned us and will provide for everything we need to do everything He wants us to 

do. 

Jeremiah 32:17 

Matthew 19:26 

Matthew 28:18-19 

Mark 11:22-25 

Colossians 1:13 

1 John 5:13-15 

 

1. God is All-Powerful 

Isaiah 43:10-13; 44:6-8 

A. He has authority and power over all the elements of the earth 

B. He has authority and power over all of the spirit realm 

C. He has authority and power over the affairs of mankind 

 

2. God is All-Knowing 

Isaiah 46:9-10; Psalm 139:1-4, 15-16 

A. He knows everything before it happens 

B. He knows everything that is done in secret 

C. He knows the future 

Genesis 50:15-20; Romans 8:28 

D. He knows the hearts and needs of people 

1 Chronicles 28:9 

 

3. God is Sovereign 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

A. We can rest 

B. We can have peace 

C. We can move forward with faith 

 

Conclusion 

We can have confidence that God will provide everything we need to do everything He wants 

us to do.  What do you need from God today? 
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OUR SUPER ABUNDANT GOD 

Ephesians 3:20-21 

Cell Group Lesson 

 

Prepare for the Cell Group Meeting:  

• Pray for your Cell Group Members 

• Call your Cell Group Members to remind them to join 

• Study the lesson for Ephesians 3:20-21 

• Prepare the meeting place – clean and quiet 

• In the Cell Group Meeting try to sit facing one another 

• Welcome each person as they come 

• As you start the meeting every time ask each person joining to introduce themselves 

 

 Activity Min. 

1 Ask each person to introduce themselves  5 

2 Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to join you 2 

3 Read Ephesians 3:20-21 2 

 

4 

Explain:  We live in a world of limitations, but we relate to a God of no 

limitations.  What does that mean for our life? 

Romans 12:1-2  (We must change the way we think) 

 

15 

5 Pray 3 

6 Explain that God is All-Powerful. 

What does that mean to us? 

 

10 

7 Pray 3 

8 Explain that God is All-Knowing. 

What does that mean to us? 

 

10 

9 Pray 3 

10 Explain that God is Sovereign. 

What does that mean to us? 

10 

11 Pray 3 

12 Close the meeting praying for the needs of those joining and those absent 5 
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