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The Value of Finding a Mentor and Becoming a Mentor 
 

Men Who Have Influenced My Life 

Pastor Leon Wills Laid a foundation of the Word of God in my life Apostle, Father, Teacher 

Apostle Paul Inspired me regarding sacrificing my life on this earth for God’s Purpose Apostle, Teacher, Mentor 

Pastor Frank Damazio Leadership and Church Growth Apostle, Pastor, Mentor, Teacher 

John Maxwell Leadership Mentor, Teacher 

Pastor Eric Dooley Evangelism, Church Planting Mentor, Teacher 

Pastor Dave Bryan Gave me an opportunity to learn about grace and mercy Pastor, Mentor 

 
These are men who have had influence in my life and helped me to serve God as a Christian and effective leader.  It’s important for us to look to other 

people who have success in the skill or character we want to develop in our life.  We should seek these people out and make a plan to learn from them.  As 

we grow as a mature Christian we should also become a mentor to others. 

 

The Mentor 
We use the word “mentor” a lot in business and in churches.  I’m not sure if the word is used in the Bible, but the concept is there.  However, it’s 

important that we understand that in our life’s journey we have different kinds of relationships with different kinds of people.  There are different people 

who have influence in our lives during different seasons.  We relate to different people in different roles, sometimes many people in one season, sometimes 

only one or two during one season.  It’s important for us to understand the differences in these relationships and the depth we have with each of them. 

 

There are many different people with many different roles, but I want to focus on five: 

1. The Apostle 

2. The Father 

3. The Pastor 

4. The Mentor 

5. The Coach 

6. The Teacher 

7. The Brother 

 

These roles are different but similar. 

http://www.ccmccaul.com/
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This chart is according to my understanding and experience.   

 

Roles and Relationships in Our Life as We Grow as a Christian and Christian Leader 

Role Characteristics Relationship 
1 = Very Close   2 = Moderately Close  3 = No relationship necessary 

 
 
 

Apostle 

Begets spiritual children 
Lays a foundation for a ministry 
Trailblazer 
Trains with a goal to release 
Lead and corrects 
Imparts spiritual gifts 
Loves his spiritual children to the end 
Apostles are fathers, mentors and teachers 

 
2 
We usually have a close relationship with an apostle, but not in 
every situation.  An apostle is a visionary and often thinks of the 
big picture and doesn’t have time for many close relationships.   

 
 
 
 

Father 

Begets spiritual children 
Cares and protects 
Trains with a goal to release  
Sacrifices for his children 
Loves his children even when they are wrong 
Imparts character 
Fathers are not necessarily apostles.   
Fathers should be mentors and teachers. 
A father’s relationship with his children should change as the children grow. 

 
 
1 
We should have a close, lifetime relationship with our father, but 
like any leader, or anyone we allow to get close to us, our fathers 
can hurt us. 

 
 
 
 

Pastor 

Shepherd our soul 
Leads us in the ways of God 
Trains and builds us 
Should be a good example for us to follow 
Admonishes us 
Pastors are not usually apostles, but some are. 
Pastors are not usually fathers. 
Pastors should be mentors. 
Pastors should be teachers. 

 
2 
We should have a close relationship with our pastor, but many 
pastors have their own issues that make it difficult to have a 
close relationship.  Also, as the church grows he can’t spend 
time with everyone.  However, we can have a close relationship 
with a pastor in the church. 

 
 
 
 

Mentor 

A guide to help you from one place in life to another. 
Someone to lead you from one level of success to another. 
Someone who shows us the way to success. 
A friend. 
A counselor/advisor. 
A teacher. 
Usually someone who has more experience  who leads a person who has less 

 
 
2 
We should have a moderately close relationship with a mentor.  
However, a mentor is probably not committed to us like a father 
or pastor. 
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experience. 
A mentor is not necessarily an apostle. 
A mentor is not necessarily a pastor. 
A mentor is not necessarily a father. 

 
 
 

Coach 

Similar to a mentor. 
Someone who helps the student pass the test. 
Someone who helps you discover the potential within you. 
Someone who helps you accomplish goals 
A coach is usually not an apostle. 
A coach can be a father. 
A coach can be a pastor. 
A coach can be a mentor. 

 
 
3 
It is not necessary to have a close relationship with a coach.  
However, the trainee often develops a good relationship with his 
coach. 

 
 
 

Teacher 

Imparts knowledge. 
Sometimes imparts a skill. 
Imparts methods. 
A teacher is not necessarily an apostle. 
A teacher can be a pastor. 
A teacher can be a father. 
A teacher can be a mentor. 
A teacher can be a coach.  

 
 
3 
It is not necessary to have a close relationship with a teacher.  
However, the student often develops a good relationship with his 
teacher. 

 
 
 
 

Brother 

A friend 
A companion 
An advisor 
Committed to you for life 
A protector 
A brother is probably not an apostle to us, but can be. 
A brother is not a father to us. 
A brother is probably not a pastor to us, but can be. 
A brother can be a mentor. 
A brother can be a coach. 
A brother can be a teacher. 

 
 
 
1 
We should have a close relationship with our brother.  We should 
be committed to each other for life. 

  

The Point: 
We all need someone who becomes an example to us.  We all need to learn from someone.  This may be a person that we know or a person that we know 

about but have no relationship with.   
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Characteristics of a Mentor or Someone We Allow to Have Influence in Our Life 
1. They must have some victory in life. 

2. They must have some experience. 

3. They must have some knowledge or experience to impart to us. 

4. They must have integrity and be a good moral example. 

5. They must not try to become what they are not. 

6. They must have the ability to overcome difficulties. 

7. They must have a heart for us. 

8. They must be a person we can trust. 

9. They must be a person who is willing to open their heart to us. 

10. They must be humble. 

11. They must have healthy relationships with others. 

12. They must have a history of making the right choices. 

 

Characteristics of a Person Who Seeks a Mentor or Someone to Have Influence in His Life 
1. He must have pure motives:  To become a person of excellence in helping others. 

2. He must be humble and not proud. 

3. He must obey and submit. 

4. He must be discerning about the person they build a relationship with – is he the person I want to become like? 

5. He must respect the time and commitment of that person – how much time can I expect that person to spend with me? 

6. He must understand the relationship with that person – is it: 

• The relationship between an apostle and a disciple? 

• The relationship between a father and son? 

• The relationship of a shepherd and sheep? 

• The relationship between a mentor and mentee? 

• The relationship between a coach and student? 

• Relationship between a teacher and a student? 

7. He must not expect more from that person than what the person has to give:  time and ability. 

 

2 Timothy 2:2 
2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:12 

 12 Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, with 

integrity[b] and godly sincerity. We have done so, relying not on worldly wisdom but on God’s grace. 

 

2 Corinthians is one of the most personal letters of the Apostle Paul.  In it we find insight into his personal relationship with the church members in the city 

of Corinth. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28813b
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Conclusion 
God has given each of us potential.  He has given each of us a purpose and a calling.  It’s up to us to develop the potential, purpose and calling.  We cannot 

do it alone; we must seek others to help us grow to maturity.  However, the goal of growth is to touch the lives of others.  I believe this is the highest 

calling of all – to touch someone else and help know eternal life through the Lord Jesus Christ and help them reach maturity and success in life.  

This is eternal.  This is what matters in life.   

 

As we must continually grow, we must also reach out to others.  As we journey in life we pass through many different roles, according to our age, 

experience in life, knowledge and spiritual gifts.  We must look for leaders to have a positive influence on us and we must look for others to which we can 

have a positive influence. 

 

Assignment 
1. Make a list of everything you want to know.  Every character quality you want to obtain.  Every skill you want to acquire.  Every experience you 

want to have.  Make a plan to find resources to help you obtain your desires.   

2. Make a list of the knowledge, experience and ability you already have.  Ask God to bring to you the people He has prepared to learn from you. 

3. Understand what kind of a relationship God wants you to have with other people: 

4. The Apostle 

5. The Father 

6. The Pastor 

7. The Mentor 

8. The Coach 

9. The Teacher 

10. The Brother 

 


