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CLASS SCHEDULE 

 

Friday, November 12, 2010 

7:00 – 9:00 PM 

• Icebreaker Activity 

• Understanding the Divisions of the Bible 

• Understanding Biblical Truth 

• Old Testament Truths – New Testament Realities 

• Survey of the Books of the Old Testament 
Saturday, November 13, 2010 

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

• Survey of the Books of the Old Testament, continued 

• Understanding the Prophets 

• Icebreaker Activity 

• The Inter-Testmental Period 

• Understanding the New Testament 

• Survey of the Books of the New Testament 
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BIBLE SURVEY 

Understanding God and His Story 

In attempting to understand the Bible it’s important for us to understand that the Bible is one 
book – sixty-six smaller books inside this one book, written by forty different authors in three 
different languages over a period of 1,600 years, nevertheless its one book with one story.  In 
order to understand the Bible we must work from the whole to the part and the part to the 
whole.  We must see the big picture – the overall plan – to be able to understand the various 
parts, stories, sub-plots to the story lest we get lost in the forest and “can’t see the forest for 
the trees.”   

The overall story in the Bible is God, the all-powerful Creator of the Universe, going through the 
process of establishing His Kingdom – His will, purpose, rule and character – on the earth which 
He created.  He chooses to do this through the amazing process of creating a man and a woman 
and giving them the free will to choose to cooperate with Him or not.  He did this by allowing 
an opposing force – the devil and his demons – to have a part in this process, all the while 
orchestrating circumstances to accomplish His will without violating the free will of mankind. 

God’s overall purpose is stated clearly in the first chapter of His Book: 

Genesis 1:26-28 

• For mankind to know God and have a relationship with Him 

• For mankind to reflect their Creator in everything they think, say and do 

• For mankind to rule and reign over themselves and that is in, on and under the earth 

• For mankind to reproduce in their offspring and throughout mankind and on the earth a 
Kingdom that reflects His will, purpose and character 
 

Other supporting verses: 

Matthew 3:1-2; Matthew 6:9-10; Mark 1:14-15; Revelation 11:15 

God’s Kingdom is established through people – fallen, broken people whom He has chosen but 
whom He redeems by sacrificing His only Son to empower them to accomplish His will.  All of 
the stories, songs, proverbs and prophecies we read throughout the pages of the Bible – all the 
challenges, obstacles, pain, suffering and opportunities all in the lives of the characters in the 
Bible, as well as our own life, play into this all-encompassing over-riding plan and purpose.  If 
we read and interpret the Bible with this understanding it will help us immensely in wading 
through the plots, sub-plots, stories, teaching and histories in The Book. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE DIVISIONS AND BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 

 

OLD TESTAMENT 

The Historical Books 

THE PENTATEAUCH (THE LAW) 

1 Genesis 

2 Exodus 

3 Leviticus 

4 Numbers 

5 Deuteronomy 

The Books of History (Proper) 

6 Joshua 

7 Judges 

8 Ruth 

9 1 Samuel 

10 2 Samuel 

11 1 Kings 

12 2 Kings 

13 1 Chronicles 

14 2 Chronicles 

15 Ezra 

16 Nehemiah 

17 Esther 

The Books of Poetry 

18 Job 

19 Psalms 

20 Proverbs 

21 Ecclesiastes 

22 Song of Solomon 

The Books of the Prophets 

THE ‘MAJOR’ PROPHETS 

23 Isaiah 

24 Jeremiah 

25 Lamentations 

26 Ezekiel 

27 Daniel 

THE ‘MINOR’ PROPHETS 

28 Hosea 

29 Joel 

30 Amos 

31 Obadiah 

32 Jonah 

33 Micah 

NOTES 
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34 Nahum 

35 Habakkuk 

36 Zephaniah 

37 Haggai 

38 Zechariah 

39 Malachi 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

THE GOSPELS 

40 Matthew 

41 Mark 

42 Luke 

43 John 

THE HISTORICAL BOOK 

44 The Book of Acts 

THE LETTERS (EPISTLES) 

The Letters of Paul 

45 Romans 

46 1 Corinthians 

47 2 Corinthians 

48 Galatians 

49 Ephesians 

50 Philippians 

51 Colossians 

52 1 Thessalonians 

53 2 Thessalonians 

54 1 Timothy 

55 2 Timothy 

56 Titus 

57 Philemon 

The General Letters 

58 Hebrews 

59 James 

60 1 Peter 

61 2 Peter 

62 1 John 

63 2 John 

64 3 John 

65 Jude 

THE BOOK OF PROPHESY 

66 The Book of Revelation 

 

 

 

NOTES 
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UNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL TRUTH 

The Bible as Literature 
 

• History (narrative) 

• Teaching 

• Songs 

• Prophecy 

• Symbols, types and shadows 
 
We interpret literature by using common methods of understanding literature: 

• Historical narratives are usually straightforward 

• Poetry uses imagery and metaphor and simile 

• Anthropomorphism is giving something inanimate, or giving God Himself, human-like qualities 

The Bible was written to reveal the plan and purpose of God.  The Old Testament is not the full 
Bible.  The New Testament explains many of the things in the Old Testament.   

Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:11 

A. WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE? 

1. We can learn about God’s laws and commands.  

 2. We can learn about God’s nature. 

  

 3. We can learn about God’s plan and principles of success for mankind, families, 
businesses and government. 

4. We can learn about mankind’s sinfulness and the havoc it wrecks in our lives and 
the lives of others, as well as that of a family, city or nation. 

5. We can learn from the good and bad examples of the people in the Bible. 

6. We can learn from the prophecies and promises that God is faithful and in control. 

 

B. HOW DO WE UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE CLEARLY? 

 1. Study the Bible and ask God to reveal His truth to you. 

Proverbs 25:2; 2 Timothy 2:7; James 1:5; 1 John 2:27 
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2. Learn from the examples of the men and women in the stories of the Bible.  If they 
do something which pleases God, we should do the same.  If they did something 
against God, we should do the opposite of what they did. 

3. Learn from the Life Principles from the Book of Proverbs. 

4. Learn from the heart cries of the soul from the Book of Psalms. 

5. Learn from the straightforward teachings in the New Testament of how to conduct 
yourself in this life, honor God and live a life pleasing to Him. 

6. Understand that the Bible uses symbolic language:  colors, animals, people, natural 
objects, days and numbers, places – which can, but not always, may represent a 
fuller truth. 

7. Understand that the Old Testament often outlines shadows and “types” to be 
further explained in its pages or the pages of the New Testament. 

8. God uses the language of creation to explain His salvation.  Sometimes trees 
represent one thing or water represents one thing or gold or brass represents one 
thing.  Many, many things in the Old Testament represent something spiritual.  
Other places in the Bible explain what these natural things represent. 

9. We can understand clearly about God’s character in the stories of the Old 
Testament.  We understand that God is holy and full of mercy.  We understand that 
he is just and faithful to fulfill His promises. 

10. We understand that God has a purpose and He is preparing nations and people to 
fulfill that plan: Bring the Savior into the world and establish His Kingdom on the 
earth. 

11. We understand about the principles, such as the principle of obedience, the 
principle of faith, the principle of giving, the principle of spiritual warfare, the 
principle of suffering.  These principles can be understood as we read the stories, 
songs, and proverbs in the Old Testament.  A method is something that you use in 
one situation, but perhaps not in another situation.  A principle is a truth which we 
follow in every country and every situation.  God reveals His principles in the Bible. 

12. When the text makes common sense, seek no other sense. 

13. Do not interpret the plain with the obscure.  The plain always interprets the 
obscure. 

14. In the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be established.  Don’t 
establish a doctrine or belief on only one or two verses.  Any truth should be plainly 
seen the pages of the Bible. 
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15. Remember that all of us interpret the Bible through our own culture and life 
experiences.  Be open to a greater understanding as you progress in life 
experiences and biblical understanding.   

16. Understand the “First Mention” Principle.  The first time a subject is mentioned in 
the Bible often holds the seed truth of how it’s used throughout the rest of the 
Bible. 

17. Understand the “Context Principle.”  A verse is understood with its context: 

• The verses immediately before and after it 

• The context of the passage in which its found 

• The context of the purpose of the book in which its found 

• The context of the covenant in under which it is found 
 

 18. Bridge the “gaps”: 

• Historical Gap:  What part of history is this concerned with? 

• Geographical Gap:  How does biblical geography help me understand this 
verse or passage? 

• Cultural Gap:  Are there any cultural implications associated with 
understanding this verse or passage? 

• Linguistic Gap:  How does understanding the original language – definitions, 
tense, and grammar – help me understand this verse or passage? 
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OLD TESTAMENT TRUTHS – NEW TESTAMENT REALITIES 

The Cross is the Dividing Point of the Old and New Covenants 

At the cross animal sacrifices and oblations, the Leviticus priesthood and the whole of the 
Tabernacle and Temple services were abolished.  The veil in the temple was torn in two by God 
Himself in connection with the Body of His Son on Calvary.  Jew and Gentile now have access to 
God “behind the veil.” 

At the Cross circumcision, ceremonials of meats and drinks, holy days, new moons and Sabbath 
days were taken out of the way.  They were no longer a means of righteousness before God.  
These were the things that kept Jew and Gentiles apart.  There were externals of the 
ceremonial law but in no way helped the internal person come close to God. 

All the things pertaining to the Old and Mosaic Covenant that were “the middle wall of 
partition” between Jew and Gentile have been broken down by the Cross of Jesus Christ.  The 
handwritten ordinances were nailed to the Cross.  Therefore, no Christian should re-enact this 
wall or un-nail from the cross that which was nailed to it. 

The Cross becomes the filter for which that pertains to the Old Covenant is filtered into the 
New Covenant. 

 

Fulfilled at the Cross 

Cannot be found in N.T. 

   Re-established in the New Testament. 

  Rises to a “higher level” in the New Testament 

 

 

Does the New Testament confirm this truth has passed through the Cross and is applicable for 
New Covenant Believers?  Are there verses to substantiate Old Testament Truth in the New 
Testament? 

• i.e., - The Ten Commandments.  Nine of the Ten Commandments pass through the Cross 
unchanged.  We can find them re-established and carried over into the New Testament, 
but one of the commandments – the Sabbath – is brought to a higher level and applied 
“spiritually” (Hebrews, Chapter 4) 

• Old Testament sacrifices and holy days do not pass through the Cross except in a 
spiritual sense – we offer the “sacrifice of praise” and every day is a holy day. 



Bible Survey  Charles McCaul 
 

9 
 

 

A general principle of Scripture interpretation is this:  We do not use the Old Testament to 
interpret the New Testament.  We use the New Testament to interpret the Old Testament.  
(New Testament Apostles interpret Old Testament Prophets.)  The New Testament interprets 
the Old Testament – all things passing through the Cross. 

Some things go to the Cross and are fulfilled or abolished.  Some things go to the Cross and 
through the Cross to a higher and spiritual level.  (Worship goes to and through the Cross – it is 
not abolished; it moves to a higher level than Old Covenant worship. 

We need to ask ourselves these questions: 

“Was this fulfilled and abolished by Christ and/or the church?” 

“Did this pass through the Cross into New Testament times and become a spiritual rather than 
a natural truth?” 

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT REALITY 

Circumcision of the Flesh 
Genesis 17 

Circumcision of the Heart 
Romans 2:24-29 

A cutting away of the flesh of 
the heart – spiritual action 

Natural Israel, Seed of 
Abraham 
Genesis 12:1-3, 13:16; 15:13; 
17:7; 22:17 

Spiritual Israel, Seed of 
Abraham 
Galatians 3:29 

All true believers in Christ – in 
particular, the Church are 
considered the “Israel of God” 

Natural Temple 
Exodus 25-40; 1 Chronicles 
28-29;  

Spiritual Temple 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:15-
20; Colossians 1:25-28 

The Church is now the 
dwelling place of God – not a 
natural temple. 

Natural Priesthood 
Numbers 18; Exodus 28-29; 
Leviticus 8 

Spiritual Priesthood 
Revelation 1:6; 5:9-10; 1 Peter 
2:5-9 

New Testament Believers are 
now the priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices to God and 
interceding for the people. 

Natural Sacrifices 
Leviticus 1-7 

Spiritual Sacrifices 
Hebrews 13:15; Romans 12:1-
2; Philippians 4:13-19 

Praise, Giving, Our Bodies are  
now acceptable sacrifices to 
God, not animals 

Natural Incense 
Exodus 30:1-10, 34-38; 37:25-
29; Leviticus 16:12-13; 
Hebrews 9:1-5 

Spiritual Incense 
Psalm 141:1-2; Revelation 5:8; 
8:3-4 

Prayer is the New Covenant 
incense which we offer to God 
as a pleasant aroma. 

Feasts of Israel 
Leviticus 23 
 

Spiritual Feasts 
1 Corinthians 5:5-7; Acts 2, 2 
Corinthians 3; James 5:7; 
Revelation 14:14-16 

The Feasts represent End-
time Seasons from the 
Crucifixion of Jesus to the 
Outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
to the End-Time Harvest of 
Souls into the Kingdom 
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Natural Day of Rest 
Genesis 2:1-3; Leviticus 23:1-
3; Exodus 31:12-18 
 

Spiritual Day of Rest 
Hebrews 4:1-1-11 

Christians do not set aside 
one day legally as a day of 
rest, but we rest in Christ - 
Walking in the Spirit – ceasing 
from the labors of our own 
flesh 

Natural Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 6; Psalm 122 
 

Spiritual Jerusalem 
John 4:20-24; Galatians 4:21-
31; Hebrews 11:10-11; 
Revelation 21-22 

The Kingdom of God; Future 
home of the people of God. 

New Covenant Realities, Kevin J. Conner 

 

Survey of the Books of the Old Testament 
 

NAME OF 
BOOK 

DATE 
WRITTEN 

AUTHOR MESSAGE 

Genesis 1445 BC Moses God’s plan to redeem sinners 

Exodus 1445 BC Moses We receive forgiveness of sins by the 
blood 

Leviticus 1445 BC Moses How do people worship a holy God? 

Numbers 1405 BC Moses We must believe and obey to receive 
God’s promises 

Deuteronomy 1405 BC Moses/Joshua Train the next generation to follow 
God 

Joshua 1400 BC Joshua We must fight to receive our 
inheritance 

Judges 1050 BC ? We must completely obey God 

Ruth 1050 BC ? God is full of grace 

1 Samuel  ? God wants people to follow Him with 
their whole heart 

2 Samuel  ? We must win over temptation 

1 Kings 560 BC ? The result of not following God with 
your whole heart 

2 Kings 560 BC ? God shows His power in the midst of 
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difficulty 

1 Chronicles 450 BC Ezra (?) God rules over everyone and 
everything 

2 Chronicles 450 BC Ezra (?) The power of prayer to do God’s work 
and have victory 

Ezra 450 BC Ezra We must separate ourselves from this 
world 

Nehemiah 430 BC Nehemiah Doing God’s work according to God’s 
way 

Esther 460 BC ? God rules over the circumstances of 
life 

Job ? ? God will give us grace in temptations 
and suffering 

Psalms 1000 BC David & Others Praise God for everything and in every 
situation 

Proverbs 970 BC Solomon How to live with success in this life 

Ecclesiastes 935 BC Solomon Don’t trust in the things of this world 

Song of Solomon 960 BC Solomon God’s love for His bride 

Isaiah 700 BC Isaiah Salvation comes from the Lord 

Jeremiah 585 BC Jeremiah Return to God before He judges you 

 

Ezekiel 

 

590 BC 

 

Ezekiel 

 

What happens when a nation rejects 
God 

Daniel 536 BC Daniel God rules over every situation 

Hosea 715 BC Hosea God wants to draw backsliders back to 
Him 

Joel 835 BC Joel When God’s people repent He will 
pour out His Holy Spirit upon them 

Amos 760 BC Amos God punishes a nation and society 
because of their social sins 

Obadiah 840 BC Obadiah People who are filled with pride will 
eventually fall 
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Jonah 760 BC Jonah God is full of mercy toward both the 
sinner and the believer who doesn’t 
obey Him 

Micah 740 BC Micah There is no God like our God who 
forgives sins 

Nahum 630 BC Nahum God is just and will punish the nation 
who rejects His mercy 

Habakkuk 606 BC Habakkuk The righteous person shall live by faith 

Zephaniah 630 BC Zephaniah The person whom God loves, He 
punishes so they will become holy 

Haggai 520 BC Haggai God will bless the people who put Him 
first 

Zechariah 520 BC Zechariah God rules over all the circumstances 
of life and will fulfill His plan through 
the Savior 

Malachi 430 BC Malachi Those who worship God must worship 
Him by spirit and truth 

 

THE BOOKS OF HISTORY 

17 Books 

Genesis - Esther 

1. Creation 

2. Sin Enters the World 

3. Promise of the Savior 

4. Covenants 

5. God chooses a family 

6. God calls a nation 

 a. Laws 
 b. Worship 
 c. Land 
 d. Kings 
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7. Sins of that nation 
 
8. Rejection of the nation 
 
9. Restoration of the nation 

 

THE BOOKS OF POETRY 

5 Books 

Job - Song of Solomon 

1. Principles for Living a Successful Life 

2. Song, Poems and Proverbs of praise to God and wisdom from God. 

3.  Relationship with God in this life. 

4.  Some prophecy about the Savior. 

 

BOOKS OF PROPHECY 

17 Books 

Isaiah – Malachi 

 

1. The prophets were like the conscience of the nation. 

2. The prophets spoke to Israel and other nations about God’s judgment and promises. 

3. All the prophets were Jews. 

4. They wrote their prophecies by songs, visions, poems, stories, proverbs, parables, and 
many symbols. 

5.  They wrote about: 

 a. Their own generation. 
 b. The captivity and restoration of Judah. 
 c. The birth, life and death of the Savior. 
 d. The Kingdom of God after He judges all people and sets up His    
  kingdom on earth. 
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You can turn to the headlines in 
the Book of Isaiah for example 
and notice who Isaiah prophesied 
to: 

▪ Judah and Jerusalem, 3 
▪ King Ahaz, 7 
▪ Babylon, 13 
▪ Moab, 15 
▪ Syria and Israel, 17 
▪ Ethiopia, 18 
▪ Egypt, 19 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE PROPHETS 

 

1. Summary of the Divisions of the Old Testament (see chart) 

▪ The History Books 
▪ The Poetry Books 
▪ The Prophecy Books 

o The Major Prophets 
o The Minor Prophets 

 
2. When did the Prophets and Prophesy?  (See chart) 

 843 BC – 450 BC 

3. To whom did the prophets prophesy? 

▪ Israel (both Judah and Northern Israel) 
▪ The people and the kings of Judah and 

Northern Israel 
▪ Nations around Israel:  Philistia, Moab, 

Syria, Babylon, Egypt 
▪ People who were living at that time (in that 

era) 
▪ People who would live in the future (other 

Israelites, Jews, those from other nations, 
the church of Jesus Christ) 

 

4. Why did the prophets prophesy? 

▪ The prophets were the voice of God to the world.  They spoke for God. 
▪ The prophesied to: 

o Correct wrong and sin.  The people of Israel had received God’s Word 
through Moses.  They knew the way of God but did not follow it.  The 
prophets reminded and showed them their sin and commanded them to 
turn away from their sin and follow God. 

▪ Idolatry; oppressing widows and orphans; taking the land of the 
poor; committing sexual immorality and corruption.   
- The church is the prophetic voice to the nation nowadays! 

o To show the way of God.  The nations outside of Israel did not know the 
way of God.  They did not receive the Word of God.  (Israel was too lazy 
to go and tell them the ways of God!)  The prophets declared to them  
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o What is right and wrong and commanded them to repent and turn to the 

True and Living God. 
o To tell the people the Word of God for their nation and their life.  God 

would speak to the prophets to tell the kings and leaders what God 
wanted them to do at that time.  They were God’s voice to guide the 
nation to fulfill God’s will. 

o To tell what God will do in the future for a nation or a person.  God 
reveals the future to us so we can prepare or escape destruction.  He also 
tells us about what He will do in the future so we can prepare and to 
confirm that He is the True and Living God. 

▪ The prophets were the conscience of God to the world. 
 

5. How the prophets prophesied. 

▪ They spoke in Hebrew. 
▪ They saw visions. 
▪ An angel came to them and told them what to day. 
▪ God put His words in their mind. 
▪ They spoke in symbols. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two things make it difficult to understand the prophets: 

1. We do not know the history of the situation.  Sometimes we don’t 
know who Moab or Syria is or we don’t know the names of the places 
or people, so the prophecy had no meaning to us. 

2. It’s difficult to interpret the meaning of the symbols.  The 
prophets spoke about fire and clouds and various animals and colors.  
All of these have a meaning, but sometimes we don’t know the 
meaning.  The key to the meaning of symbolism is: 

 The characteristic of the symbol represents the meaning of the 
prophetic word:  What do you think of when you think of: 

▪ Fire? 
▪ Rain or water? 
▪ Dry ground? 
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The Purpose of the Prophets 

1. To show that God is just.  He 
will punish those who do evil. 

2. To show that God is faithful. 

3. To show that God has all 
power. 

4. To show that God knows 
everything that happens. 

5. To show that mankind needs a 
Savior. 

6. To show that the heart of man 
is wicked and without God, we 
will always go astray and cause 
other people to suffer. 

7. To show that God will judge the 
wicked, but will show mercy to 
the righteous. 

 

 

6. What can we learn from studying about prophecy? 

▪ God is ruler over everything and He has the power to fulfill His plan on the earth. 
 

▪ God is very patient.  He waits along time for a nation to repent.  He sends 
prophets and allows that nation to meet with many different problems so they 
will turn away from their sin.  God loves the people of this world very much.  He 
will do everything to turn them away from sin and the devil and turn them back 
to Himself. 

 
▪ However, if time after time they don’t turn 

away from their sin God will judge that 
nation. 
 

▪ After God judges a nation He will send 
prophets again to try to bring the people back 
to Him.  God’s desire is to restore people to 
Him. 

 
▪ We must not be afraid.  If we love and follow 

God with all our heart He is with us.  If there 
are serious problems in the nation we must 
turn to God.  Don’t worry, God knows the 
situation in your life, your family and your 
country.  If you seek Him He will guide you. 

 
▪ If your country is prospering, it’s because of 

God’s grace and blessing.  God blesses a 
country so they will turn to Him and love Him.  
If God blesses you in spirit, soul, body or 
work, you must recognize that it is God who is 
blessing you.  You must turn to God and love 
Him and thank Him and serve Him with all 
your heart. 
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THE INTERTESTMENTAL PERIOD 

“The 400 Silent Years” 

 

Over 400 years separated the final events (Nehemiah 13:4-30) and the final prophecy (Malachi 
1:1-4:6) recorded in the Old Testament from the beginning actions (Luke 1:5-25) narrated in the 
New Testament (ca. 426-26 B.C.).  Because there was no prophetic voice during this period it is 
often called the Four Hundred Silent Years.  However, the history that occurred during these 
years predicted in Daniel (Daniel 2:24, 45; 7:1-28; 8:1-27; 11”1-35) with exact precision.   
Though the Voice of God was silent the Hand of God was active directing the course of events 
during these centuries. 

Jewish History 

As predicted by Daniel, the land of Israel passed from the hands of Medo-Persia to Greece to 
Rome during these years.   

• Four about 200 years the Persians ruled the Jews (539-332 B.C.)  The 
Persians allowed the Jews to return, rebuild and worship at the temple in 
Jerusalem.  For about 100 years after the close of the Old Testament Canon, 
Judea continued to be a Persian territory under the governor of Syria with 
the High Priest exercising a measure of civil authority.  The Jews were 
allowed to observe their religious tenants without any official government 
interference. 

• In 332 B.C. the land passed into Greek control (Daniel 8:5-7, 20, 21; 11:3).  
Alexander the Great permitted the Jews in Judea to observe their laws and 
granted them an exemption from taxes during their sabbatical years.  
However, he brought to bring Greek culture, called “Hellenism” to the lands 
he had conquered.  He wished to create a world united by Greek language 
and thinking.  This policy, carried on by Alexander’s successors, was as 
dangerous to the religion of Israel as the cult of Baal had been, because the 
Greek way of life was attractive, sophisticated and humanly appealing, but 
utterly ungodly.  During the ensuing years Greek rule passed from one ruler 
to another until Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.).  Antiochus 
desecrated and plundered the temple in Jerusalem in 170 B.C.  In 167 B.C. 
Antiochus ordered Hellenization in Palestine and forbade the Jews from 
keeping their laws, observing the Sabbath, keeping festivals, offering 
sacrifices and circumcising their children.  Copies of the Torah were ordered 
destroyed and idolatrous altars were set up, plus the Jews were commanded 
to offer unclean sacrifices and eat swine’s flesh.  A 24-year revolt occurred  
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• led by five brothers, the most prominent being Judas Maccabeus.  The Jews 
gained their independence from Syria. 

• In 64 B.C. Pompey, a Roman general gained control of Palestine.  Continuing 
unrest led the Romans to make Herod the Great king of Judea.  He was an 
Idumean by birth, a Jewish proselyte, and thoroughly Greco-Roman in 
outlook.  He ruled Palestine from 37 B.C. to 4 B.C. and was the “King of the 
Jews” when Jesus was born (Matthew 2:1-2).   

Jewish Developments 

The Diaspora.  The dispersion of Israel began in the two exiles, Israel to Assyria (2 Kings 17:23) 
and Judah to Babylon (2 Kings 25:21).  The majority of Israelites did not return to Judea after 
the exile and eventually were dispersed into the nations of the Mediterranean.  The majority 
lived outside of Palestine during the latter Intertestmental Period. 

Scribes and Rabbis.  Believing the exile occurred because a lack of knowledge of and obedience 
to the Torah, the Israelite exiles devoted themselves to the study of the Old Testament.  The 
Scribes were considered experts in and authorities of the interpretation of the Scriptures.  The 
rabbis were the teachers. 

Synagogue.  With the destruction of the temple in 586 B.C. the synagogue became the place of 
worship and education for the Jews in exile.   

Septuagint.  As a result of the Greek influence on the region the Jews of the Diaspora became 
predominantly Greek-speakers.  According to Jewish legend in ca. 250 Ptolemy Philadelphus 
brought together 72 scholars who translated the Old Testament into Greek in 72 days.  Thus, 
the Latin word for 70, “Septuagint” (LXX) was the name attached to this translation.  Whether 
this is true or not the Septuagint was the most important and widely-used translation of the Old 
Testament – it’s the one that Jesus read from. 

Pharisees.  The Pharisees were a religious sect that separated themselves from mainstream 
religion.  They interpreted the law strictly in accordance to a developing oral tradition and 
sought to make their understanding binding on all Jews.  Though few in number, the Pharisees 
enjoyed the favor of the majority of the people in Palestine. 

Sadducees.  Probably from the name “Zadok” the high priestly line, these Hellenized, 
aristocratic Jews became the guardians of the temple policy and practices.  The Sadducees 
rejected the Old Testament as Scripture, except the Torah, as well as any teaching they believed 
not found in the first five books of the Bible. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 

The New Testament consists of: 

• Four “Gospels”: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

• One Historical Book:  The Book of Acts 

• Twenty-one “Letters” 

• One Book of Prophecy 
 

The Gospels 

Gospel means “good news.”  Three of the Gospels are similar.  They are called the Synoptic 
Gospels.  However, John’s Gospel was written much later than the others and has a different 
tone and message.  The Gospels are the biographies of Jesus Christ written by his disciples, 
Matthew and John, a disciple of the Apostle Peter, Mark, and Doctor Luke, a Greek, who 
thoroughly researched the facts surrounding the life and ministry of Jesus.  Each one has a 
specific audience in mind and a specific focus.  Not everything that Jesus said and did is 
recorded in the Gospels.  John 21:24-25 

The Book of History 

The only book of history is the Book of Acts.  Sometimes it is referred to as the Acts of the 
Apostles, but some refer to it as the Acts of the Holy Spirit.  This book is a historical account of 
what happened after Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to heaven.  It shows how the 
followers of Jesus obeyed His Great Commission to go into all the world.  We see the planting of 
churches and some persecution.  We are introduced to Paul, the apostle, who figures 
prominently in the history of the church and who wrote most of the New Testament. 

The “Letters” 

Sometimes referred to by the Old English word “epistles”, meaning “letters.”  The Pauline 
Epistles were written by Paul, the apostle, to churches he had planted or had influence over, as 
well as individuals who looked to him as their mentor or teacher.  The General Epistles were 
written by Peter, the apostle, James and Jude, half-brothers of Jesus, who became prominent 
leaders in the early church, and the letter of Hebrews. 

The Book of Prophecy 

The only book of prophesy is the Book of Revelation.  Transcribed by John, the apostle, when 
Jesus revealed Himself and the future to John when he was banished on the island of Patmos in 
his old age.  This book is a book of symbols – an accumulation of symbolic language from 
throughout the Old Testament particularly – and reveals to John “what is, what was and what is 
to come.” 
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TIMELINE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 

5 BC Birth of Jesus, the Christ Bethlehem 

26 AD The Ministry of John the Baptist 
Begins 

Wilderness of Israel, East of Jerusalem 

26 AD Ministry of Jesus begins Lasts for about 3 ½ years 

30 AD Jesus crucified, buried, resurrected 
and ascends to heaven 

The establishing of the New Covenant. 

33 AD Conversion of Saul (Paul) of Tarsus, 
Acts 9 

God’s purposeful outreach to the non-Jew 
is about to begin 

38 AD Peter baptizes the first non-Jew,  
Acts 10 

A new era opens up 

44-46 AD Paul’s first Apostolic Journey,        
Acts 13-14 

Antioch, Cypress, Perga, Antioch, Iconium, 
Lystra, Derbe,(Galatia) back to Antioch 

49 AD First Jerusalem Conference, Acts 15 To determine if circumcision and keeping 
of the Law is necessary for non-Jews 

49-52 AD Paul’s second Apostolic Journey,  
Acts 15:40-18:33 

Jerusalem, Antioch, Tarsus, Lystra, Derbe, 
Iconium, Antioch, Troas (all in Turkey), 
Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Corinth (all in 
Greece), Ephesus, return to Caesarea 

53-57 AD Paul’s third Apostolic Journey,      
Acts 15:40-21:17 

Antioch, Iconium, Ephesus, Philippi, 
Thessalonica, Corinth, Jerusalem 

58-68 AD Paul’s final Apostolic Journey and 
Martyrdom 

Jerusalem, Tarsus, Crete, Malta, Rome 

70 AD Rome destroys the temple in 
Jerusalem 

Widespread persecution 

95 AD John, the Apostle, dies Final books of the Bible are written:  1, 2, 3 
John, Book of Revelation 

Recommended website:  www.biblestudy.org 

 

http://www.biblestudy.org/
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A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE MINISTRY OF JESUS 

Approximate Timeline 

26 AD  

Winter 
Spring 
Summer 
Fall 

Public Ministry of John the Baptist. 
Baptism of Jesus. 
Temptation of Jesus. 

27 AD  

Winter End of John’s ministry and beginning of the ministry of Jesus. 

Spring First Passover in his public ministry 

Summer Nicodemus’ interview of Jesus 

Fall Challenge of a spiritual harvest is given. 

28 AD  

Winter First disciples called. 

Spring Second Passover (not mentioned in the Gospels) 

Summer Ministry in Galilee 
Feast of Tabernacles; Sabbath controversies 

Fall Sermon on the Mount 

29 AD  

Winter First public rejection.  Jesus begins to teach in parables. 

Spring Third Passover.  Teachings about the Bread of Life.  Ministry around Galilee 

Summer Jesus teaches about his Messiahship; Feast of Tabernacles. 

Fall Ministry in and around Judea.   Feast of Dedication 

30 AD  

Winter Ministry in and around Perea 

Spring Final Passover.  Last Supper.  Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension. 

http://www.essortment.com/all/booksnewtestam_rbid.htm  

http://www.essortment.com/all/booksnewtestam_rbid.htm
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SURVEY OF THE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 

NAME OF 
BOOK 

DATE 
WRITTEN 

AUTHOR MESSAGE 

Matthew 37 AD Matthew Jesus is the King, come to rule 

Mark 57-63 AD Mark Jesus is the Servant, come to model 
servant-hood 

Luke 63-68 AD Luke Jesus is the Son of Man, come to show 
us what God can do in and through 
mankind 

John 85-90 AD John Jesus is the Son of God 

Acts 65 AD Luke The Church carries on the ministry of 
Jesus through the power of the Holy 
Spirit 

Romans 60 AD Paul An explanation of God’s plan of 
salvation through faith in Christ. Steps 
to practical Christianity. 

1 Corinthians 59 AD Paul How to carry on life in the local 
church. 

2 Corinthians 60 AD Paul God works through our weaknesses 
and how members of the church 
should relate to one another. 

Galatians 60 AD Paul Justification is not by works, but by 
faith in Christ alone 

Ephesians 64 AD Paul The “wealth, walk and warfare” of the 
Christian.  The position of the 
believer:  “Sit, Walk, Stand” 

Philippians 64 AD Paul The joy of serving the Lord. 

Colossians 64 AD Paul A warning against false teaching. 

1 Thessalonians 54 AD Paul Confirm young believers in 
foundational truths. 

2 Thessalonians 54 AD Paul Teaching about “the Day of the Lord” 
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1 Timothy 62-64 AD Paul Advice to a young pastor on how to 
lead the local church. 

2 Timothy 66-67 AD Paul A spiritual father speaking to his 
spiritual son about local church issues. 
Paul’s final letter before martyrdom. 

Titus 62-64 AD Paul Same as 1st and 2nd Timothy. 

Philemon 64 AD Paul How to show love, acceptance and 
forgiveness. 

Hebrews Before 70 AD Unknown; 
Possible Paul 

To show that the New Covenant 
supersedes the Old Covenant. 

James 44-49 AD James, Brother 
of Jesus 

The characteristics of true faith. 

1 Peter 60 AD Peter How to have victory in suffering and 
difficult circumstances. 

2 Peter 66 AD Peter Warnings about false teachers. 

1 John 90 AD John A spiritual father speaking to his 
spiritual children about how to live in 
love and forgiveness. 

2 John 90 AD John A personal letter of John to a woman 
admonishing her to continue to walk 
in truth and love. 

3 John 90 AD John Personal letter from John to a friend 
commending him for assisting 
travelers and warning him not to 
follow the example of a proud pastor. 

Jude 66 AD, or  
80 AD 

Jude, Brother of 
Jesus 

Warnings against false teachers 
coming into the church. 

Revelation 96 AD John A revelation from Jesus to John about 
things that have been, things that are 
and things that are to become, 
leading up to the end of the age and 
the Kingdom of God (New Jerusalem) 
being established on the earth. 

 


