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Leading the Church of Jesus Christ 
 

EXPLANATION 
 
 

Dear Christian Leader: 

As I began to lead New Life Fellowship Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
to growth I had to lay the foundation of the church and Christian 
Life from the beginning.  This was the first generation of 
Christians after 30 years of war in Cambodia and they knew 
nothing.  I had to explain the church and every aspect of it, as well 
as the Christian life and every aspect of it. 

In the mid to late 1990s I began writing so as to create 
reproducibility in doctrine and practice. The lessons were very 
simple. The lessons in this book were the foundation I used to 
build what is now the largest church in Cambodia, led by my son, 
Jesse McCaul.  Regrettably, some of the original lessons are lost 
for the moment, so you will find some sections missing.  Some 
day they may show up in old computer files or I may find time to 
write then again. 

May these be a blessing to you as you and your team lead a 
glorious church in your city and nation that will influence every 
sphere of society. 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

Charles McCaul 

July 6, 2018 
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Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
Understanding the Kingdom of God 
 
 
 
 Before we begin to build the church of Jesus Christ, we must understand the 
church of Jesus Christ first.  Before we understand the church of Jesus Christ we must 
first understand the Kingdom of God.  When we receive Jesus as our Savior we are 
born again.  We  receive new life.  We are not born into the church, but we are born 
into the Kingdom of God. 
 
 We must first define the Kingdom of God:   
 

The Kingdom of God is the realm over which God rules. 
 

 Like the Kingdom of Cambodia, King Norodom Sihanouk does not rule over the 
land of Thailand or Vietnam or China.  This is not his kingdom.  His kingdom is the 
land of Cambodia.  In Cambodia the king rules.  God’s kingdom is the universe and 
everything He has made.  Psalm 24:1.   Therefore, the Kingdom of God is all the 
universe and every country.  God is king over everything. 
 
 But as you know sometimes the citizens rebel against the king.  Even though 
he is king, sometimes the king doesn’t rule over every single place.  Even though God 
rules over everything, not every one submits themselves to His rule.  Most people 
reject God’s kingdom and rule themselves.  But actually, they are under the authority 
of another king - Satan is the leader of those who rebel against God.  When people 
reject God’s kingdom they actually put themselves under the authority of Satan. 
 
 This is what the Bible says about the Kingdom of God: 
 
1. The Kingdom of God is spiritual.  You cannot see the Kingdom of God.  God 

doesn’t have a capital city that we can visit.  God does not have a throne which 
we can touch.  Like God, His Kingdom is spiritual.  But when we open our 
hearts to believe on the one true God we begin to understand about God’s 
Kingdom.  In fact, God’s Kingdom comes into our lives.    Our life begins to 
change and we receive spiritual understanding and spiritual power.  Romans 
14:17; John 3:3, 5. 

 
2. God desires to reveal His Kingdom on this earth.  God created this earth for 

His kingdom.  He desires to reveal the ways of His kingdom, the laws of His 
kingdom, and the power and authority of His kingdom on this earth.  He desires 
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that people experience the blessings of His kingdom and live under His grace 
and power.  God desires to rule in every country and in the life of every person. 
 When a person repents of their sins and turns away from the Kingdom of 
Satan, they open their hearts to the Kingdom of God.  They receive God’s laws 
into their lives, God’s love, God’s power - God’s Kingdom.  When a person 
repents God’s kingdom enters into this world by the life of one person.  God’s 
plan is for His kingdom to enter this world by entering the life of each person.  
God’s plan is for this world to come under His authority.  This will happen when 
each and every person submits themselves to the laws and government of God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Matthew 6:10. 

 
3. God will appoint His kingdom on earth when Jesus Christ defeats His 

enemies.  Someday in the future we will see God’s kingdom on earth.  He will 
actually rule over every place in the earth and all people will praise, worship, 
obey and serve Him.  All people who used to rebel against God will be 
banished from the earth and only the followers of Jesus Christ and those who 
love and obey Him will live on the earth.  God’s Kingdom will be set up on the 
earth at that time.  Daniel 2:44; Revelation 11:15. 

 
4. At that future day Jesus Christ will be the ruler and governor of God’s 

Kingdom.  Jesus will rule from Jerusalem and sit on God’s throne there.  He 
will continue to fulfill His plan forever.  Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 22:28; Luke 1:32.   

 
5. All their nations will bow their knee and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 On the last day when every person is gathered before the throne of God, every 
person will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  Every person who loves Him and 
have received His salvation already will bow with joy.  All people who have 
rejected Him will bow and confess filled with fear.  Psalm 66:4; Isaiah 2:2. 

 
6. God’s Kingdom will last forever.  Every kingdom has an end.  Eventually 

they all stop and another government ascends.  But God’s Kingdom has no 
end.  Like God, His kingdom had no beginning and will have no end, but will 
continue forever.  God’s Kingdom is above every kingdom and on the last day 
will triumph over all.  Daniel 2:44; Hebrews 12:28; Luke 1:33. 

 
7. The disciples of Jesus Christ will rule in the Kingdom of God.  When God 

destroys this earth and creates a new heaven and new earth Jesus Christ will 
rule over this earth.  At that time God has another work for us.  His disciples will 
be appointed to rule over the citizens of God’s Kingdom and continue God’s 
Work in the universe.  The Bible doesn’t explain clearly about all of this, but we 
know that there is a ministry for each one of us in God’s Kingdom on this earth 
and in the kingdom to come.  The Bible clearly says that the disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ will help Him rule in the Kingdom of God.  Daniel 7:18; 
Revelation 5:10; Luke 22:29. 
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8. The Kingdom of God is moving forward, not moving backward.  
Throughout history nations and rulers have rejected God’s Kingdom and have 
tried to destroy it, but the Kingdom of God continues to move forward.  As God 
works through the lives of Christians who submit themselves to Him His 
kingdom will continue to increase.  God’s Kingdom has a plan to move forward. 
 As Christian leaders we make plans and work hard with God to fulfill those 
plans to bring the Kingdom of God to this earth.  Matthew 28:18-19; 
Revelation 6:1-2. 

 
9. The Church of Jesus Christ is the representative of God’s Kingdom on 

this earth.  God will not establish His kingdom by any other association or 
group.  God will not establish His kingdom by governments, armies or the ways 
of this world.  He will only establish His kingdom by His church.  Matthew 
16:18.  In the beginning God’s plan was to establish His kingdom on this earth 
through Adam and Eve.  But we know that Adam and Eve were deceived by 
Satan and failed.  Then God choose a man - Abraham - to be the father of a 
nation that would establish God’s kingdom on this earth - Israel.  We know that 
Israel failed.  God came to earth Himself as a man - Jesus Christ.  He called 
twelve men to follow Him and by these twelve men the Kingdom of God began 
to fill the earth and continues to fill the earth - by His church. 

 
 
Questions: 
 
1. When we are born again, are we born into the Kingdom of God or the church? 
2. Define the Kingdom of God. 
3. Does every person submit to God’s authority?  If they don’t submit to God’s 

authority, whose authority are they under? 
4. What does it mean that God’s kingdom is spiritual?  What verse in the Bible 

tells us this? 
5. How does God’s kingdom enter this earth? 
6. When will God appoint His kingdom on this earth in it’s fulness?   
7. Who will be the ruler of God’s Kingdom?  Who will help Him rule? 
8. When will God’s Kingdom end? 
9. Which association represents the Kingdom of God on earth?  Who will fulfill 

God’s plan on the earth? 
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Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 

Enemies of God’s Kingdom 
 
 
 
 

God has called us to establish His kingdom on this earth.  All Christians want to 
do this, but it’s not easy.  As you already know, there are enemies of God’s Kingdom 
that want to stop God’s Kingdom.  In this lesson we’ll study about those enemies. 
 
 
1. The Enemy of Ourselves.   
 

Even though we have repented of our sins and follow God and want to establish 
the Kingdom of God on this earth, we still have sin from birth.  We still have 
many problems that rule over us.  God’s desire is for our spirit to rule over our 
soul and body, but many times our soul and body rules over our spirit.  
Galatians 5:16-17.  The emotion of fear stops us from telling others about Jesus 
Christ.  Sometimes we’re too lazy to read the Bible and pray.  Sometimes we 
commit sin against God which causes us to move backward rather than forward. 
 Therefore, the first enemy of God’s Kingdom is ourselves.  Ephesians 4:17-32; 
Colossians 3:1-10. 

 
If Christians don’t rule over the flesh we cannot establish the Kingdom of God on 
earth.  If we do not rule over our sinful nature we will not establish God’s 
Kingdom on earth.   

 
God has given us the ability to rule over ourselves by the power of His Holy 
Spirit.  Every day we must kill the actions of the flesh and live by the Spirit.  
Galatians 5:16-17; Romans 6:11-14.  We ourselves are the first enemy of God. 
 The plan of God has failed in the past because Adam and Eve didn’t rule over 
themselves and because the people of Israel choose to follow the ways of their 
soul and body rather than the ways of their spirit.  God has given us His Holy 
Spirit and His power rule over the flesh, but we must choose every day to live 
according to the Spirit rather than the flesh. 

 
2. The Enemy of Satan.  As you already know, Satan is God’s enemy and our 

enemy who uses every method to destroy God’s plan and kingdom.  Satan uses 
many methods to destroy the Kingdom of God: 

 
A. His methodology is to deceive. 

Genesis 3; 2 Corinthians 11:1-3, 13-15; John 10:10;  
John 8:44 
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B. His methodology is to accuse. 

Revelation 12:10 
 

C. His methodology is to tempt. 
Luke 4:1-13 

 
D. His methodology is to put thoughts into our mind. 

2 Corinthians 10:5 
 

E. His methodology is to cause sickness. 
Matthew 9:32-33; 12:22; Luke 13:11 

 
F. He rules over districts, cities, states, provinces and countries.  

Ephesians 6:12 
 

G. Some sinful actions “open the door” for him. 
2 Corinthians 2:11; Ephesians 4:26-27 

 
We use spiritual weapons to fight against God’s spiritual enemy.  We must use 
those weapons to defeat Him before we establish God’s Kingdom in the life of a 
person or one place. 

 
3. The Enemy of the World.  When the Bible speaks about this world it means a 

system that is organized against God and His Kingdom.  You cannot see this 
system, but it exists from the time of Adam and Eve.  When Adam and Eve 
sinned, all the world fell into sin, too.  The wonderful things in this world which 
God had created were filled with sin.  People began to create ways of doing 
things which were against God’s ways.  This is the thinking of the people of this 
world, the universities of this world, the governments of this world and the 
various organizations of this world.  Their methods are different from God’s 
methods.  Many of their methods are opposed to God’s methods.  We must 
know the methods of this world and overcome them to establish God’s kingdom 
on this earth.  This is what the Bible says about this world: 

 
A. The world does not come from the Father.  1 John 2:15. 

 
B. The world is passing away.  1 John 2:17. 

 
C. There is a big valley between the world and believers.  1 John 3:1. 
D. The world hates believers.  1 John 3:13. 

 
E. This world is in the power of Satan.  1 John 5:19. 

 
F. Satan deceives this world.  Revelation 12:9. 

 
This world is opposed to God and His ways.  We must know the ways of the 
world and reject them.  To establish the Kingdom of God on this earth we must 
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know the ways of the world and the ways of God.  The ways of God must 
become our ways rather than the ways of this world.  We must change our ways 
and do according to the ways of God.  Only when we follow the ways of God will 
we have success in establishing the Kingdom of God on this earth. 

 
Many Christians and churches still live according to the ways of this world.  They 
don’t follow God’s methods revealed in the Bible.  Therefore, they don’t have 
success, or their lives and churches are weak or they are deceived.    

 
We must recognize these enemies of God and win over them according to God’s 

methods in the Bible.  God reveals the ways of His enemies in the Bible.  When we 
read the stories in the Old Testament or the teachings in the New Testament we can 
understand about God’s enemies and win over them.  God has given us His wisdom in 
the Bible and His power by His Holy Spirit to win over these enemies. 
 
 
Questions: 
 
1. Who are the three enemies of God’s Kingdom? 
2. How are we ourselves enemies of God’s Kingdom?  What can we do work 

together with God rather than against God? 
3. In what ways is Satan opposed to God’s Kingdom?  What can we do to oppose 

Satan? 
4. In what ways does this world oppose God’s Kingdom?  How can we win over this 

world? 
5. How does God reveal His ways to us? 
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Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
The Church is God’s Method to 
Establish His Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 We know that God wants to establish His Kingdom on the earth.  In fact, He 
will establish His Kingdom on the earth.  How will he do that?  Will God choose a 
government to make laws according to His Word and that government  rule the earth 
for God?  No.  Will God choose one nation and call that nation to represent Him on 
the earth?  No.  This is God’s method: Matthew 16:18.  Jesus said He will build His 
church and the powers of Hades will not overcome it.  The church is God’s method for 
establishing His kingdom on this earth.  The church is the power of God on the earth.  
The church is the representative of God on the earth. 
 
1. Adam and Eve Failed.  In the beginning God called Adam and Eve to 

represent Him on the earth.  Genesis 1:26-28.  He gave them power and 
authority and revealed His plan to them.  God’s plan was for Adam and Eve to 
establish His kingdom on the earth.  But as you know, God’s enemy - Satan, 
deceived Adam and Eve.  Adam and Eve choose to fulfill the desires of their 
soul and body rather than follow their spirit and God’s ways.  Therefore, they 
failed. 

 
2. Israel Failed.  God called Abraham to be the father of a great nation - Israel.  

God’s plan was for the descendants of Abraham - Israel - to establish His 
kingdom on the earth.  God gave them His law and kings and leaders to 
preach the good news of His kingdom throughout the earth.  But as you know, 
Israel failed, too.  They always choose to follow their own ways rather than 
God’s ways.  They did not obey God, worshipped false gods and did not bring 
God’s message of salvation and His kingdom to other nations. 

 
3. Jesus Christ will not fail.  Finally, God became a man.  He came to do what 

Adam and Eve and Israel did not do.  Jesus walked throughout Israel 
preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.  Mark 1:15.  Adam and Eve 
and Israel did not overcome Satan’s tempations, but Jesus overcame.  Jesus 
called twelve men to become His disciples and follow Him.  He showed them 
God’s ways and gave them authority to establish the Kingdom of God.  
Everywhere Jesus and His disciples went they destroyed the Kingdom of Satan 
and established the Kingdom of God.  They healed the sick, cast out evil spirits 
and comforted people who were discouraged.  They brought spiritual light into 
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spiritual darkness.  They taught the Word of God and showed people how to 
be free from the power of Satan and the power of sin.  Finally, Jesus died as 
the final sacrifice for sins to create a bridge between God and people, rose 
from the dead three days later, appointed His disciples to go everywhere in the 
world preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of God and then he ascended to 
heaven again.  He will wait their until all of His enemies are subdued under His 
feet.  1 Corinthians 15:20-26.  Then He will return to this earth, bring all 
people back to life and judge the sinners and establish His kingdom on this 
earth for every person who trusts in Him as their Savior.  How will Jesus defeat 
His enemies?  Through the church. 

 
 

The Church is the Power of God on the Earth 
Matthew 16:13-19 

 
 

1. Jesus Will Build His Church.  Jesus Himself will build His church.  How will 
He do that?  By His Holy Spirit.  When we become a Christian we receive 
God’s Holy Spirit - the Spirit of Christ.  John 14:15-18.  Jesus Himself will 
come to live in us to do His work through us.  John 14:12.  As we surrender 
our life to Jesus, He will work through us and build His church and establish the 
Kingdom of God on this earth.  Jesus will build His church according to His 
power, His time and His methods as we surrender ourselves to Him and obey 
Him.  We receive His power and methods by the Holy Spirit and the Bible. 

 
2. The Power of Satan Will Not Stop the Church.  The translators have 

translated this word as “death” or “the grave.”  It is the Greek word Hades and 
means the place that you cannot see.  Hades is the place where the spirits of 
people go who do not repent and obey Jesus Christ.  It is the place where 
Satan has power.  Therefore, we can translate this word as “The power and 
authority of Satan will not stop the church.” 

 
For many, many years already people and nations have rejected the good news of 

Jesus Christ and the church.  They have killed Christians and destroyed the 
Bible.  They have burned church buildings and persecuted Christians, but the 
church of Jesus Christ is still growing and filling the earth.  The church in China 
is an example.  They rejected the Gospel for many, many years.  When the 
communist started to rule China they persecuted the church, killing Christians 
and putting them in jail.  No one could enter China for many years and preach 
the Gospel. Finally, when China opened it’s doors to the West, Christians 
entered and found thousands of Christians and even though the church was 
persecuted, it continued to grow.  They had no big places to meet.  They used 
to meet in darkness early in the morning on mountains or in secret places.  
Normal people preached the Gospel and God showed His power and did 
wonderful miracles.  Satan cannot stop the church.  Nothing can stop the 
church.  Jesus said He will build His church and the power of Satan will not 
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overcome it. 
 
 
3. The Church Has the Keys to the Kingdom of God.  Peter is the first 

representative of the church.  Jesus gave Peter authority to lead the church in 
Jerusalem.  Jesus said He gave keys to Peter.  What kind of keys?  We use 
keys to open and close doors.  The person who has the keys has authority.  
Keys represent authority.  Jesus gave the Keys of the Kingdom of God to 
Peter to open and close doors of opportunity to preach the Gospel and 
establish the Kingdom of God on the earth.  All Christians are God’s 
representatives on the earth.  All Christians have the keys to the Kingdom of 
God.  All Christians have the authority to open and close spiritual doors. 

 
4. The Church Has Authority to Bind and Release.  What do we bind?  We 

bind Satan’s power.  Jesus gives the church authority over Satan and evil 
spirits like He gave His first disciples power and authority over Satan.  We 
have authority to command the spirits of darkness to leave and stop their evil 
work.  We have authority to release people from the power of Satan.  How do 
we do this?  By prayer, fasting, and declaring the Word of God. 

 
 God has no other method to establish His kingdom on the earth except the 
church.  Nowadays God doesn’t call one nation or one government to establish His 
kingdom.  He calls people from every nation - leaders and normal people - to be 
added to His church.  He sends His Holy Spirit to live within these people and gives 
them power and authority to bind and release.  When they submit themselves to Him 
and obey Him He will live His life through them, destroy the power of Satan and 
establish His kingdom on this earth in the lives and hearts of the people of the earth. 
 
 
Questions: 
 
1. What is God’s method for establishing His Kingdom on this earth? 
2. In the beginning, who did God call to establish His kingdom on this earth?  Did 

they succeed or fail?  Why? 
3. After God called Adam and Eve, whom did He call to establish His kingdom on 

the earth?  Did they fail or succeed?  Why? 
4. Explain God’s final plan for establishing His kingdom on the earth? 
5. How will Jesus build His church? 
6. How has some people, kingdoms and countries tried to stop the Kingdom of 

God?  Did they succeed? 
7. What does it mean to have the keys of the Kingdom of God? 



 

 
13 

 

Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 

Understanding the Church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 
 
 When a person is born again they become a citizen of God’s Kingdom.  After 
they are born into the Kingdom of God they must be added to a church.  It’s important 
for us to understand about the church.  This is God’s plan for each person who repents 
according to Acts 2:36-47. 
 
1. We must repent from our sins and believe on the one true God, Jesus Christ and 

His plan of salvation for this world. 
2. We must receive water baptism. 
3. We must receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
4. We must be added to the church. 
 
 

What is the Church? 
 

1. The Church is Not a Building.  The place where we meet together is not the 
church.  We don’t need a building  to be the church.  It’s good to have a nice 
place like this to meet, but we don’t need a place like this.  The church can meet 
under a tree, at the riverside, or in a rice field, because the church is not a 
building. 

 
2. The Church is Not a Political Organization.  We do not meet together to talk 

about politics or the government.  We pray for leaders of the government and 
ask God to help them make decisions, but the church is not a political 
organization.  God wants to change this world.  He wants to change the lives of 
people, but nations will not change by politics, they will change when people 
change their heart.  They will change when people repent from their sins and 
receive the love of God. 

 
3. The Church is Not a Meeting.  The church meets together, but the meeting is 

not the church.  The meeting is for the church. 
 
4. The Church is People Who Agree Together with the One True God That 

They Are Sinners and Jesus Is Their Only Savior.  The church is Christians 
all over the world who have repented from their sins and have surrendered their 
life to Jesus as Lord.  They are from every country and every culture and every 
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language.  They have unity together because of their faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 
5. The Church is an Army.  We are in a war.  Satan is fighting against God and 

people.  You and I are soldiers.  We fight with God against Satan.  We have 
spiritual weapons.  Because we are in a war we must live like we are in a war.  
We sacrifice what we want to set other people free from Satan’s power.  The 
church is an army. 

 
6. The Church is a Body.  We are the body of Jesus Christ.  When we repent, 

Jesus comes to live in us as the Holy Spirit of God.  He wants to live his life 
through us.  We are important to God.  God has given you gifts.  He wants you 
to use your life to show his love and power on this earth.  That is why we must 
surrender 100% of our life to God.   God cannot live through us unless we 
surrender to him. 

 
7. The Church is a Family.  Christian are brothers and sisters.  We have one 

father - God.  We all have one life - life from God.  God wants us to care for one 
another as a family.  Love one another as a family.  Trust one another as a 
family. 

 
8. There is a Universal Church.  We call this the “Universal Church.”  This 

means that church is Christians who live in every country.  The members of the 
church of the Lord Jesus Christ are from every nationality and language and 
culture.  There are Cambodian Christians, Vietnamese Christians, Chinese 
Christians, etc.  All of us together are the Universal Church.  Wherever we 
meet, wherever we live we are the church of Jesus Christ.  There is only one 
universal church. 

 
9. There is a Local Church.  When a person becomes a Christian God wants 

them to meet together with other Christians in one place.  Christians meet 
together in one place under the leadership of a pastor to study the Bible together, 
pray together and do God’s work in that place.  This is the local church.  God 
desires that each Christian will be added to a local church and support that church 
with their money and spiritual gifts.  In a small village perhaps there is only one 
local church.  In a province or large city there are many local churches.  All of 
these churches together are part of the Universal Church, but they are their own 
local church.  The Universal Church agrees about the foundations of truth in the 
Bible, but sometimes each local church has it’s own vision and plan to fulfill God’s 
purpose on the earth.  Sometimes churches form an association to work 
together to fulfill God’s purpose on the earth.  This is good for different churches 
to work together because we’re all members of the Universal Church. 

 
 God wants every Christian to become a member of a local church.  Some 

Christians meet together with other Christians from time to time, but they are 
never added to the church.  Perhaps they visit several different churches and 
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have friends in many different churches.  It’s good to fellowship with other 
churches and visit them from time to time, but the Christian who is not added to 
only one local church will not grow.  It is very important to become a member of 
one local church and serve God’s purpose in that church.   

 
 

The Purpose of the Church 
 
 God created the church with a purpose.  The purpose of the church is to fulfill 
God’s plan on the earth.  We’ll study about God’s plan in our next lesson, but we want to 
look at some of the purposes of the church now.  The purpose of the local church is to: 
 
1. Represent the Kingdom of God and Body of Christ in One Place.  Each 

church represents the Kingdom of God.  When the people of that place see the 
actions of the church they should understand some about the Kingdom of God.  
We represent God’s Kingdom by every word we speak, by every action, by our 
love, our faith, and our purity.  1 Timothy 4:12.  Therefore, it’s important for the 
local church to have a good reputation in the city or village. 

 
2. To Preach the Gospel to the Lost.  God appoints a church in one place to tell 

the people in that place about the good news of Jesus Christ.  If that church 
doesn’t tell them then perhaps no one will tell them. 

 
3. To Be a Place to Train Christians.  The local church must train Christians.  

We must create methods to help Christians grow and become mature and we 
must train leaders for the local church and to send out to start new churches.  We 
must also train parents and children, husbands and wives and single people, too.  
Therefore, the church must create methods to train. 

 
4. To Provide an Opportunity for Spiritual Gifts to Be Released.  God gives 

each Christian spiritual gifts and expect they will be expressed in the church.  
Those spiritual gifts can be expressed in the various programs of the church, in 
the church meetings, in the home, on the streets and any place.   

 
 The church is God’s method for establishing His kingdom on the earth.  God has 
created methods to lead His church to success.  We discover those methods in the 
Bible.  The leaders of the church and the members must understand about the church.  
We must change our thinking about the church to be the same as God’s thinking.  We 
must prepare the vision and program of the church according to God’s idea and plan for 
the church. 
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Questions: 
 
1. What must a person do to be added to the Kingdom of God? 
2. After we are added to the Kingdom of God, what does God want us to do next? 
3. What do we mean when we say the church is not a meeting? 
4. What do we mean when we say the church is an army? 
5. What do we mean when we say the church is a body? 
6. What do we mean when we say the church is a family? 
7. What is the Universal Church? 
8. What is the local church? 
9. How do different local churches work together? 
10. What are the four purposes of the local church according to this lesson? 
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Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
Understanding the Plan 
and Purpose of God 
 
 
 
 If we want to lead the church of Jesus Christ, we must lead it according to 
God’s heart.  We must lead the church according to God’s plan and purpose.  What is 
God’s plan?  As you know, God reveals His plan in the Bible.  Every program that we 
create in our church and each decision must be according to God’s plan and purpose. 
 In this lesson we will study clearly about God’s plan from the beginning.  His plan from 
the beginning and His plan for today is the same.  
 
 God created the earth and universe and the people who live in this universe for 
this purpose: 
 
1. To reflect His character in the earth. 
2. To have a perfect relationship with Him and other people. 
3. To rule over the earth, themselves and Satan. 
4. To reproduce these same things in the lives of other people. 
 
 This purpose is revealed in Genesis 1:26-28.  With these four words we can 
summarize what God wants to do in our life and in the church of Jesus Christ: 
 

 
 

 
 

Reflecting the Character of God 
 

 God’s plan for Adam and Eve and for all people is to reflect His character in our 
lives and in this world.  This means that when people see our life as Christians they 
should understand something about the one true God and Jesus Christ.  How can we 
reflect the character of God?  We can see one method in 1 Timothy 4:12. 
 
1. Reflecting God in by What We Say.  God wants us to say things that honor 

Him.  When people listen to our conversation our words should encourage and 
build them up.  These verses tell us more about our speech:  Ephesians 4:29; 
5:4; James 3:5; 1 Peter 3:10; Matthew 12:36-37.  How can we as pastors and 
Christian leaders help the Christians in our church represent God in their 
speech?  What can we teach and do to help them reflect God’s character in 

Reflect, Relationship, Rule, 
Reproduce  
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their conversations? 
 
2. Reflecting God in Our Attitude.  Christians should have good actions, words, 

and attitude.  When people watch our actions they should see that we’re 
different from normal people.  How can we as pastors and Christian leaders 
help the people in our church to reflect God in their attitude at home, at work, at 
the market and every place they go? 

 
3. Reflecting God in Our Love.  God loves every person - the sinner and the 

saint.  He loves every nationality - the Cambodian and the Vietnamese.  He 
loves the communist and the democrat.  Therefore, as Christians we must not 
be prejudiced but show God’s love to every person at all times.  How can we as 
pastors and Christian leaders help the members of our church show love like 
Jesus showed love to every person? 

 
4. Reflecting God in Our Faith.  When our faith is strong even when we have 

problems, we reflect God in our faith.  When we trust in Him when everybody 
else is afraid, we reflect God in our faith.  How can we as pastors and church 
leaders help the people in our church reflect God in their faith? 

 
5. Reflect God in Our Holiness.  Above everything else, God is holy.  If we sing 

songs, read the Bible and pass out tracts but we are not holy in the activities of 
our life, then we do not reflect God.  How can we as pastors and church leaders 
help the people in our church reflect God in their actions? 

 
 Therefore, when we plan our teaching and our programs our evangelism and 
everything else in our church, we must help the members of our church reflect God’s 
character in all of their life.  We must teach about each of these areas and show them 
what the Bible says.  We must also tell them how they can reflect God’s character at 
their home, at their work, at their school and every place they go.  We must also be an 
example ourselves so they can see our actions and do the same. 
 
 

Relationship With God and Others 
 

 God also calls us to have a perfect relationship with Him and other people.  
Many Christians know about the one true God and Jesus Christ, but they don’t have a 
close relationship with Him.  He is not their friend.  They do not fellowship with Him 
everyday and invite Him to reign over every part of their life.  The only way we can 
have a close relationship with Jesus is by spending time with Him.  This means 
reading His Words in the Bible and praying.  As pastors and leaders we must help 
people understand about this kind of a relationship.  We must show them how to read 
and study the Bible.  We must show them how to pray and create opportunities for 
them to meet with God during meetings for prayer and our church meetings. 
 
 God’s plan is for us to have a perfect relationship with other people, too.  This is 
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very important.  In every church and every situation when a group of people come 
together for a purpose you will have problems.  People will not agree with one another. 
 One person will hurt another person.  Problems will happen.  God gives us the 
methods in the Bible for us to have a close relationship with other people - Christians 
and non-Christians.  God gives us methods on how to solve problems that happen 
between people.  It’s the responsibility of the pastor and Christian leaders to explain 
about the methods of God and insist that the people live according to those ways in 
their relationships with one another.  Therefore, when we create the vision of our 
church, the vision must include a goal to have a close relationship with God and a 
good relationship with all other people. 
 
 

Rule Over the Earth, Yourself and Satan 
 

 God called Adam and Eve and all of His followers to be winners and have 
success in life.  God does not want this world or our sinful nature or Satan to defeat us 
or stop us from fulfilling His plan on the earth.  Some people live according to the 
customs of their own country.  If these customs are opposed to God’s ways this action 
is wrong.  We must change from our old ways and not allow those old ways to rule 
over us.  God reveals His methods in the Bible to help us rule over the ways of this 
world, our own sinful nature, and Satan and evil spirits.  Therefore, as pastors and 
leaders in the church we must train the people in God’s methods to rule over these 
things. 
 
 

Reproduce These Things in the Lives of Other People 
 

 As we begin to grow as a Christian we should begin to reflect God’s character 
in our actions.  We should have a closer relationship with God than before and we 
should learn how to solve problems between us and other people and have a close 
relationship with them.  We should also have the ability to rule over problems that we 
meet.  We should be able to understand the ways of this world and the ways of God 
and choose to follow the ways of God rather than the ways of this world.  Also, we 
should be able to rule over our own sinful nature and not commit the same kind of sins 
we used to commit.  As we grow as a Christian God wants the old Christians to help 
the new Christians grow like this, too.  This means the old Christians should meet with 
the new Christians and teach them, pray with them and serve God together with them. 
  
 

Creating Our Church Program and Schedule 
to Fulfill God’s Purpose on the Earth 

 
 When we create the vision of our church and our church program, we should 
do so with the goal of fulfilling God’s purpose on the earth.  For example, we should 
include the following in the activities of our church: 
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1. Teaching about righteousness, holiness and how to be an example of a 
Christian. 

2. Meet with Christians and talk to them about their character and help them make 
a plan to change their character.   

3. Do not allow sinful actions to continue in your church. 
4. Create opportunities for people to pray together, play together and work 

together so they can build close relationships with each other. 
5. Have meetings for prayer so the new Christians can watch the actions of the 

mature Christians and listen to them pray so they can learn how to pray 
themselves. 

6. Teach about relationships in the church and explain God’s goal for relationships 
and how to solve problems between people. 

7. Teach people how to rule over the problems they meet in this life rather than to 
continue to live under the authority of this world and their sinful nature. 

8. Explain about good traditions and traditions which are opposed to God. 
9. Create Christian traditions in your church and encourage the members of your 

church to create Christian traditions in their families. 
10. Teach people how to fight against Satan and rebuke evil spirits.  Teach them 

about spiritual warfare. 
11. Pray together as a church against the power of Satan. 
12. Go to various places and pray for that place and against the spiritual powers in 

that place. 
13. Create opportunities like small groups for people to have close relationships 

and have an opportunity for them to teach each other. 
14. Go into the community to serve the community in some way. 
 
 

How Is Our Church Preparing Our Program 
to Fulfill God’s Purpose? 

 
1. We teach about righteousness, spiritual warfare, relationships etc. during our 

Sunday morning meetings.  Each week the pastor writes his lessons in a book 
to help him remember what he has taught about.  From time-to-time he notices 
that he hasn’t taught about an important subject so he plans to teach about 
that. 

2. We meet for prayer twice a week so new Christians can learn how to pray and 
our relationship with the Lord can grow. 

3. We open several special classes each Sunday morning to help people 
understand these subjects, including relationships in the church, righteousness, 
how to study the Bible and how to have a quiet time with the Lord. 

4. We encourage the members of our church to meet in small groups each week 
to help them have a close relationship with one another and to give an 
opportunity for the old Christians to teach the new Christians. 

5. From time-to-time our church plays together or eats together to help us build 
relationship together. 

6. As a pastor there are times when I must correct the attitude or relationships of 
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some of the members of our church to help them continue to walk the path of 
righteousness. 

 
 
Some Question: 
 
1. What verses in the Bible tell us about God’s plan? 
2. What four words describe God’s plan for the earth? 
3. What can we do to help people represent God in their character? 
4. What can we do to help people have a close relationship with God? 
5. What can we do to help people have a perfect relationship with other people? 
6. What can we do to help people rule over the ways of this world, their own sinful 

nature and Satan? 
7. How can we help mature Christians help new Christians grow as a Christian 

and obey God? 
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Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
The Church is the Temple of Godi 
 
 
 
 
 So we can understand the church clearly God has given us pictures of the 
church.  One picture that God gives us is that of a temple.  The Bible says that the 
church is the temple of God, the building of God and the house of God. 
 
Read: 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Corinthians 3:9; Ephesians 2:21-22. 
 
 This picture helps us understand more clearly God’s purpose in the church.  
The idea of a temple comes from the beginning.  From the beginning God wanted to 
dwell among the people of the earth.  God used to walk in the Garden of Eden with 
Adam and Eve and fellowship with them.  Genesis 3:8.  After Adam and Eve sinned 
and their relationship with God was broken God still wanted to fellowship with 
mankind.  The descendants of Adam who believed on the Lord used to build altars to 
offer their sacrifice and fellowship with the presence of God.  Genesis 8:20; Genesis 
12:7; Genesis 13:3-4; Genesis 28:20-22.  God gave Moses commands to build a 
tabernacle according to the pattern God would give him.  God’s desire was to dwell 
among them.  Exodus 25:8.  King David wanted to build a temple for the Lord but his 
son, Solomon built it instead of him.  God’s presence dwelt in these places of worship 
and God fellowshipped with His people there. 
 
 Finally, when Jesus came to this earth He was God Himself who dwelt among 
mankind in a human body.  John 1:14; John 2:19-21.  Jesus declared that He, 
Himself was the temple of God - the place where God lived - and people must come to 
Him to worship God.  But Jesus had a plan to build another temple.  This temple was 
not build with stone or wood, but with people.  The church is the temple of God and 
each individual member of the church is God’s temple.  Matthew 18:20; 28:20.  
Someday when the Kingdom of God is established on the earth, God Himself will 
dwell among us.  Revelation 21:1-3. 
 
 One thing we know clearly - people do not build according to their own ideas.  
God’s temple was always built according to His plan.  Therefore, as pastors and 
Christian leaders, when we build the church, we must build it according to God’s plan 
and pattern, not according to our own ideas. 
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The Foundation of the Church 
 

 Every house is built on a foundation.  If the foundation is strong the house will 
be stable, but if the foundation is weak, then the house will eventually fall.  The Bible 
says there are two kinds of foundations: The foundation that people build themselves, 
and the foundation that God Himself builds.  The foundation that God builds is like no 
foundation at all.  Luke 6:49.  The foundation that God builds is stable.  2 Timothy 
2:19; Proverbs 10:26. 
 
 There are four things we can understand about the foundation that God lays.  
Read: Matthew 16:16-18. 
 
1. The Confession of Peter is the Foundation of the Church.  Peter confessed 

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God - the Savior who came to save the world 
and there is salvation in no other name. 

 
2. Peter is the Foundation of the Church.  Peter was the first leader of the 

church after Jesus ascended to heaven.  Peter opened the door for five 
thousand people to receive Jesus on the Day of Pentecost.  Acts 2:14-47.  
Peter opened the door for the Gentiles to receive the Gospel at the house of 
Mr. Cornelius.  Acts 10:44-48. 

 
3. All of the Apostles Are the Foundation of the Church.  Each of the first 

apostles laid the foundation in the church as they traveled to various districts, 
nations and kingdoms to preach the Gospel.  Thomas traveled to India and 
preached the Gospel for the first time there.  Philip traveled to Africa, Paul 
traveled to Europe.  These men laid the foundation of the church in these 
countries. 

 
4. Jesus Christ Himself is the Foundation of the Church.  We build our lives 

and the church on the Lord Jesus Christ Himself - His teaching and His power.  
1 Corinthians 3:9-11.  Jesus Himself is the Rock upon which the church is 
built. 

 
 

The Cornerstone 
 

 The cornerstone was the first stone laid when the foundation was being built.  
The cornerstone is a big stone which helps the rest of the house become stable.  Two 
walls were built from this stone and the house was built on top of it.  It would help the 
house be stable and it also helped them build the walls straight. They would align the 
walls with the cornerstone.  Therefore, if the cornerstone was weak the entire house 
would be weak.  If the cornerstone was not exactly straight then the house would not 
be straight.  Therefore, the cornerstone was very important.  The Bible says that Jesus 
Christ Himself is the cornerstone of the church.  Ephesians 2:21; 1 Peter 2:6-8.  
What is the cornerstone of your life?  Money?  Being popular?  Your position?  What 
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is the cornerstone of your church?  The teaching of this world?  A popular person in 
your church?  The traditions of your country?  If we want our life and our church to be 
stable during the storms of life, Jesus Christ must be the cornerstone.  You must build 
your life and your church according to His ways. 
 

 
The Materials God Uses to Build His Temple 

 
 Every house and temple is built with some materials.  We usually use wood or 
rocks.  Do we go to the forest, cut down a tree and build our house with it?  No.  We 
cut the tree into small pieces of different sizes and lengths and build our house after 
the wood is prepared.  Do we go to the river and pick up rocks and build our house 
from those rocks?  Usually we crush the rocks or cut them to make them suitable to 
make cement or stones to make a wall.  The materials to build a house or temple must 
be prepared.  Someone who has skill must cut them and prepare them and then put 
them together to make a house.  It is the same when God builds His spiritual temple.  
Isaiah 51:1-2; 1 Kings 5:17-18.   
 
 What material does God use to build His spiritual temple - the church?  He 
uses people.  God wants His temple to be strong.  He wants His temple to endure the 
storms of persecution, spiritual war, deception and the various temptations and 
schemes of Satan and the world.  Therefore, God calls people to follow Him.  He gives 
them power to turn away from sin.  He allows them to experience temptation so they 
can become strong and win over that temptation and other temptations. He allows 
them to experience problems so their faith and life can become pure and strong.  He 
calls men and women with the ability to train them and put them together to become a 
beautiful, holy, stable spiritual temple that will endure the storms and influence their 
city and country.  Through evangelism we gather stones for God’s temple.  Through 
teaching, discipline and fellowship together we prepare these stones to become a 
strong, powerful and holy church.  1 Peter 2:5.   
 
 A pile of rocks is not a house or a temple.  A pile of wood is not a house or a 
temple.  A craftsman must prepare the materials, cut them to the right size and put 
them in the right place.  To know which piece of wood is the right piece for the right 
place he must look at each piece of wood.  He must touch it. He must know it.  To 
build a church as the temple of God, He builds with people.  He knows each Christian. 
 He knows where they are weak and where they are strong.  He knows what must 
change in their life.  God is the Great Craftsman who prepares us to fit into His temple 
at the right place at the right time.  The Apostle Paul was a wise craftsman, too.  He 
would go to a city, preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, gather some disciples and begin 
to prepare them to become a church  - the temple of God.  Paul was anointed by God 
to build the church into a temple.  As pastors and Christian leaders God calls us to 
work together with His Holy Spirit to build a church to become the temple of God.  We 
must meet with people to teach them, to know them, to help them change their 
character, to help them become a holy stone in God’s house and fit into the house 
where God wants them to fit.  We must understand God’s plan for building a church 
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into a temple and build according to God’s ways as revealed in the Bible. 
 
 

The Craftsman and His Tools 
 

 A craftsman uses tools to build a house and prepare the wood and the stones.  
God uses tools, too.  God’s tools include: 
 
1. His Word.  Acts 20:32 
2. Christian leaders.  Ephesians 4:11-12 
3. Other Christians.  1 Corinthians 12 
4. Difficulties in life.  1 Peter 1:3-9 
5. His Holy Spirit.  Zechariah 4:6 
6. His pattern in the Bible.  Acts 2:36-42 
 
 The pastor and Christian leader are also wise craftsmen who build the local 
church to become a temple of God.  We also use tools to prepare God’s people to 
become a holy temple: 
 
1. Preaching and teaching God’s Word. 
2. Meeting with each Christian to pray with them and teach them. 
3. The program and meetings of the church. 
4. Counsel. 
5. Opportunities for the members of our church to serve. 
6. Inviting other preachers and teachers to help us. 
7. Training leaders. 
8. Correcting Christians to think the right way and do the right thing. 
 
 God has a method to have success.  This method is found in the Bible.  As we 
study the Bible we will discover God’s methods of success.  This course will help you 
discover some of those methods.  Our goal is to build God’s temple - His church - so 
that His presence will dwell in it. 
 
 

The Priesthood of the Temple 
 

 Every temple has priests.  What is the purpose of a priest?  A priest instructs 
the people in God’s ways and presents offerings to God.  Who has God called to 
become priests in His temple?  Of course, the Lord Jesus Christ is the high priest.  
Hebrews 2:17; Hebrews 4:14; Hebrews 6:20.  Jesus educates us in the ways of 
God by His Holy Spirit.  He offers Himself as the final sacrifice for the sins of all 
people. 
 
 Before, God invited Israel to become a nation of priests.  Exodus 19:5-6.  His 
purpose was for Israel to educate all other nations in the ways of the one true God and 
tell them about the Savior who would come into this world.  He also commanded them 
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to offer sacrifices.  These sacrifices cleansed them from their sins and also 
represented the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ which would come.  They also 
represented spiritual sacrifices of the church. 
 
 As you know, Israel rejected God’s covenant.  Nowadays God calls Christians 
to become priests in His temple.  We are the temple and we are also the priests in the 
temple.  1 Peter 2:5. 
 
 

The Sacrifices of the Temple 
 

 As priests in His temple, God calls us to offer spiritual sacrifices.  Hebrews 5:1; 
8:3.   
 
1. We Offer Ourselves.  Romans 12:1-2.  We give every part of our body - our 

mouth, our hands, our feet, our mind to serve God and His purpose on this 
earth. 

2. We Offer Our Time.  Ephesians 5:16; Colossians 4:5.  We make time and 
sacrifice time to serve God, pray, read the Bible, fellowship with Christians and 
tell other people about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. We Offer Our Belongings.  Philippians 4:18; Hebrews 13:16.  We give to the 
church to help support the church and we give to poor people and other 
organizations which have needs, too.  We give our money and sometimes our 
possessions. 

4. We Offer the Result of Our Service to God.  When we do something good 
and it has a good result - such as sing a beautiful song, lead someone to 
repent, teach a good lesson or something else, we offer that success to God as 
a sacrifice. 

5. We Offer Our Joy and Songs.  Psalm 27:5.  Our joy and the songs we sing 
are an offering to God. 

6. We Offer Our Thanksgiving.  Psalm 107:22; Psalm 116:17.  We sacrifice 
words and an attitude of thanksgiving even when we meet difficulties.  We lift 
our voice and thank God for who He is, what He has done, and what He will do. 

7. We Offer Our Praise.  Jeremiah 33:11; Hebrews 13:16-16.  We offer our 
praise to Him like we offer our thanksgiving.  God dwells in the praises of His 
people (Psalm 22:3).  Our praises are His throne.  His presence fills our hearts 
when we praise Him.   

8. We Offer a Humble Heart.  We can offer many different kinds of sacrifices to 
the Lord, but God knows our heart.  He knows that we can have good actions 
but an evil heart.  Therefore, God commands us to offer a humble heart to Him 
as a sacrifice.  Psalm 51:18-19.  God will only receive a sacrifice that comes 
from a humble heart that repents of its sins and submits to God 100%. 

 
 The church is the temple of God.  God wants to dwell among us as individuals 
and as an association.  Jesus Christ is the foundation of the church and the 
cornerstone.   God uses people to build His church.  He gathers them from this world, 
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washes them clean from their sin, changes their hearts, their character and their 
actions, then places them into His temple.  Pastors and Christian leaders work 
together with God to build people into the temple of God.  Christians are the temple of 
God and the priests in that temple.  We educate people in God’s ways and offer 
spiritual sacrifices to Him.   
 
 The place where Christians meet is not the temple of God.  God does not live in 
that place.  People are the temple of God.  God lives in people.  When Christians 
meet together God’s presence meets with them and He reveals His glory and works 
among them to heal them, encourage them and equip them. 
 
Some Questions: 
 
1. What are some of the places where God used to live? 
2. Explain the four ideas about the foundation from Matthew 16:18. 
3. Explain why the cornerstone is important. 
4. Explain the procedure God uses to prepare Christians to become the materials 

to build His temple. 
5. How does the pastor or Christian leader prepare the Christians in their church 

to become materials to build a holy temple? 
6. What are the responsibilities of a priest? 
7. What are some of the spiritual sacrifices Christians make to God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1. This lesson comes from the book by Mr. Bill Scheidler, The New Testament Church and It’s Ministries. 
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Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
The Church is the Family of God 
 
 
 As we’ve studied already, God reveals truth about the church by pictures and 
examples.  For us to fully understand the church God compares it to something.   
The church is compared to a temple because God dwells in the believer.  The church 
is also compared to a family because all Christians have a relationship with one 
another.  In this lesson we’ll understand more clearly about the church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as we compare it to a family. 
 
Ephesians 3:14-15; Galatians 6:10 
 
 

Relationships in the Family 
 

 We know that there are the ways of this world and there are God’s ways.  
God’s ways are different from the ways of the world.  God has a plan for this world 
and He has a plan for families, too.  In the Bible, God tells us how to have a 
successful family.  If we follow God’s principles we will have success.  The church is 
the family of God.  God has principles for relationships in His family, too. 
 
1. We Have One Father.  God is our Father.  Psalm 68:5; 89:26; Isaiah 64:8; 

Matthew 5:16.  As a true father God is faithful to fulfill all of His responsibilities 
as a father to His children.  As a father gives his life to create his child, God 
has given us His life through His Word to cause us to be born again.    1 
Peter 1:23.  God has also provide an inheritance for His children.  He has 
prepared for their future.  Acts 26:18; Ephesians 1:11.  Because all 
Christians have one heavenly  father we are relatives.  We are brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  Even if we fellowship at different local churches, we are still 
God’s family.  As a child trusts in his father to lead him in the ways of this life, 
care for him and prepare him to become a mature person, our heavenly father 
will do the same. 

 
2. We Have Responsibilities in Our Relationship With One Another.  Every 

member of the family has responsibilities in the family.  Usually, it’s the father’s 
responsibility to support the family.  He repairs the house and does the difficult 
work.  Usually the wife takes care of the house and sometimes has a job to 
support the family.  The older children study, help in the house and sometimes 
teach the younger children and care for them.  The smaller children dispose of 
the rubbish, help clean the house, carry water and fulfill other responsibilities 
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according to their ability.  Every member of the family works together for the 
success of the family.  God’s family is the same.  It is the father’s 
responsibility in the family to create an atmosphere where the family works 
together.  He must teach the family how to work together and be a good 
example himself.  It is the pastor and elder’s responsibility to create an 
atmosphere in the church where people want to work together and fulfill their 
responsibilities.  We do that by teaching them and encouraging them and 
helping them discover their spiritual gift. 

 
A. We Have Spiritual Gifts.  God has given each Christian spiritual gifts.  
1 Corinthians 12:4-6.  God gives us these gifts to serve one another.  
Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7; 1 Peter 4:10.  If we are a new Christian 
or an old Christian God expects that we will use our spiritual gift to serve the 
Body of Christ.  This is our responsibility.  We have the responsibility to use 
our spiritual gift  

 
B. We Must Advise and Remind Each Other.  Colossians 3:16;  
Hebrews 3:13.  Christians in the local church are responsible to care for one 
another and help one another.  If one person has a problem we must help that 
person solve that problem.  We can give advice to that person from the Bible.  
Sometimes we see that a Christian in our church is moving away from God or 
the church.  It is our responsibility to pray for that person, go to them and 
encourage them. 

 
C. We Must Comfort One Another.  1 Thessalonians 4:18.  People 
always have problems.  Sometimes they lose a job or someone dies or they 
have problems in their family.  Because we are the family of God, we must go 
to that person immediately and try to encourage them.  We can pray for them 
or read the Bible to them or go do something together to make them happy. 

 
D. We Must Encourage One Another.  1 Thessalonians 5:11.  We can 
encourage other Christians by our words when we speak words of hope and 
when we remind them about the promises and power of God.  We can 
encourage them by our actions when we do something kind to them or when 
we bless them.  This is our responsibility to encourage Christians when they’re 
sad. 

 
E. We Must Meet Together With One Another.  Hebrews 10:25.  We 
should meet together in the church meetings, in homes and when we play 
together.  It’s very important that the old Christians fulfill this responsibility to 
the new Christians.  It’s very important that we have fellowship with one 
another in the church meetings and outside of the church meetings. 

 
F. We Must Confess Our Sins to One Another.  James 5:16.  It is not 
necessary for a Christian to confess their sins to everyone in the church, but if I 
commit sin against another Christian, I must go to that person and confess my 
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sin to them and ask them to forgive me.  If we don’t fulfill this responsibility the 
church will be weak and divided. 

 
G. We Must Have Fellowship With One Another.  1 John 1:3.  
Fellowship is when two Christians have a close relationship with one another 
and with the Word of God and the Holy Spirit.  It is when Christians meet 
together and talk about the Lord and pray together.  It’s when we go to 
someplace to have fun, but along the way and while we’re there, we talk about 
God and pray about things and do the work of God while we’re having fun.  
Fellowship is not the same as having fun together.  It is doing something 
together, but doing it with the Lord, too. 

 
H. We Must Love One Another.  1 John 4:7.  Love is not only an 
emotion.  Love is a decision to do something good for another person.  It is a 
decision to help them or do something kind.  It is a decision to do something 
good even if we don’t feel like doing it.  Love is a decision to do what the Word 
of God says toward another person, just because God tells us to do it.  After 
we obey God’s command to love, then we’ll have the emotions of love. 

 
 These are some of our responsibilities as members of God’s family.  As 
pastors and Christian leaders we must be an example of fulfilling these 
responsibilities.  We must teach them to the members of the church, encourage them 
to fulfill their responsibilities to each other and help create an atmosphere in the 
church where people will want to fulfill these responsibilities. 
 

Membership in the Family 
 
 How does a person become a member of the family?  There are only two 
ways: 1) Be born into the family or be adopted into the family.  To become a part of 
God’s family we must be born again.  John 3:3, 5.  This happens when we repent 
and receive Jesus Christ as our only Savior and Lord.  God gives us His life.  God 
also adopts us into His family.    Romans 8:15-17.  When we become a member of 
a family it means we are added to that family.  It means that this family is special 
above all other families on the earth.  When we become a Christian we are added to 
the universal church, but we must also be added to the local church.  We fellowship 
with other local churches from time to time and have friends in those churches and 
sometimes cooperate to fulfill God’s plan in a city or a nation, but we are faithful to our 
local church.   
 
 When you are born, you are a member of one family.  You have relationships 
with other families and sometimes you stay with them awhile, but you are faithful to 
your family from birth.  It is not right for you to travel from one family to another family 
and say this family is my family for a few months and another family is my family for a 
few months.  It is not right that you choose one family to be your family for one 
Sunday and the next Sunday you choose another family to live with.  It is not right for 
you to have no family and try to live by yourself.  God has created one family for one 
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child and expects that the child will love and support that family.  It is right that you 
love and support your family from birth.  Some Christians like to visit many different 
churches.  They never become a member in one church.  This is wrong.  The church 
is like a family.  God expects you to become a member of one local church and 
support that local church with your spiritual gifts and money.  You can still have 
relationships in other churches and visit them from time to time, but you should be 
committed to serving in one church and helping fulfill the vision of that church.  If 
every Christian always visited different churches and didn’t commit themselves to one 
church God’s purpose would not be fulfilled in the earth.  Therefore, we must teach 
the new Christians that they choose one church and commit themselves to serve in 
that church and come under the authority of that church. 
 

Each Family Governs Itself 
 
 One family is not governed by another family.  A family in Phnom Penh doesn’t 
rule over a family in Kompong Cham or Battambang.  When a family is created that 
family rules itself.  When a son or daughter get married they form their own family.  
They listen to the advice of their mother and father, but the mother and father doesn’t 
rule over them any more after they form their own family.  This is against the traditions 
of some countries but this is God’s ways.  Each family supports itself and governs 
itself.  Genesis 2:23-24.   
 
 Each local church governs itself.  It has a relationship with other churches in 
the same association, but the pastors and elders of that church govern the church.  
Sometimes a new church has a strong relationship with the church which opened it, 
but eventually, when that church has it’s own pastor it governs itself.   
 

Each Family Supports Itself 
 

 God’s plan is for each family to support itself.  There may be times when there 
is a difficulty and the family receives support from outside, but eventually each family 
should support itself.    This is God’s way. 
 
 God expects that each church will support itself.  Sometimes, if there is a 
difficulty, the church may receive support from outside, but eventually, each church 
must support itself.  It’s appropriate that the church support a pastor and it’s own 
program.  What is God’s method for the church to support itself?  God’s method is 
for each member to give tithes and offerings.  Even the poor person can give 10% 
and trust God to provide for him.  God’s method has been successful for hundreds of 
years and in every culture and will be successful in Cambodia, too, when the members 
of the church obey God. 
 

Each Family Creates Its Own Children 
 

 In most situations a mother and father create their own children.  Sometimes 
they don’t have the ability to have children so they adopt a child.  But usually, each 
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family creates new family members.  They don’t call another family and ask if they 
can create a child through them.  They don’t ask if they can buy a son or daughter 
from another family.  Sometimes one family helps another family for awhile, but God’s 
plan is for each family to create it’s own children.  This is true for the church, too. 
 
 God’s plan is for a church to train disciples and train their own leaders.  God’s 
plan is for each church to preach the Gospel in their area and grow.  Sometimes a 
church invites someone from another church to come and help them a little, but 
eventually that church must bring people to know the Lord Jesus by themselves, not 
always depending on other people to help them.  If the church isn’t able to train their 
own leaders then there is a problem.  Perhaps the pastor isn’t called to be a pastor.  
Perhaps he needs more training.  The pastor must be able to train new leaders and 
the church must preach the Gospel to the people in their area.  It is also God’s plan 
for a church to start more churches.  God wants to fill the earth with His people! 
 

Protecting the Family 
 
 Sometimes a family invites a person to stay with them, but the really don’t know 
that person.  They trust him.  But sometimes that person is a deceiver or a thief.  
Sometimes a person has a plan to deceive a family, stay with them for awhile and 
then steal from them.  Sometimes a mother or father allows another person to 
influence their children because they think that person will help their children.  But not 
all people speak and live according to the truth.  Sometimes they teach the children 
the wrong thing and hurt the family.  Sometimes they lead the children down the 
wrong way or do not give good advice.  It is the father’s responsibility to protect the 
family.  The father should not trust everyone, but must understand the true and the 
false.  1 John 4:1; 2 John 1:7-8; Jude 1:3-4. 
 There are many deceivers in the world.  Some people call themselves 
“Christians” but they are really deceivers who want money or a position.  Some men 
enter a church to find a woman.  Other people enter the church to steal.  Some 
Christians are sincere, but they are not trained and they do not teach the truth exactly. 
 Other Christians are sincere, but they do not live according to Christian ethics.  It is 
the pastor’s responsibility to protect the family.  The church is the place of protection.  
The pastor tells the church about false teaching and warns them about wrong 
methods and tells them about people who are good and people who are deceivers. 
 

Discipline in the Family 
 
 It is the parent’s responsibility to train the children according to the right ways.  
It is wrong for the parents to allow the children to do everything they want to do.  
Sometimes the child wants to do something, but it will cause the child to be hurt or 
have bad health.  There are times when the mother and father must say, “No!.”  The 
children will cry, but the parents must be firm.  There are times when the parents must 
punish the children.  They don’t punish the children because they want the child to 
suffer, but they punish the child so he knows the right way and the wrong way.  The 
goal of training children is to teach them the right way so they will be mature adults 
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and useful in society.  If a parent doesn’t train the child in the right way and punish 
him the child will not be mature and useful.   Proverbs 13:24; 19:18; 22:15; 
Hebrews 12:1-13.  It’s the same in the church. 
 
 There are times when it’s appropriate for the leaders of the church to discipline 
a member of the church.  We do not discipline members because we are angry with 
them, but because we love them.  We discipline them to help them repent, turn from 
their wicked ways and follow God’s ways.  We discipline them to protect the other 
church members.  The goal of punishment or discipline is correct behavior and 
attitudes.   
 
1. We Discipline When a Person Continues to Go the Wrong Way After the 

Leaders of the Church Have Already Warned Him.  Matthew 18:15-20.  If 
a member of the local church continues to commit sin, we should go to that 
person and talk to them about his problem.  If the person agrees with us then 
he is our brother and we continue in fellowship together as usual.  If he rejects 
our advice then we meet him again with another Christian and talk about this 
problem.  If he rejects the advice of both of you, you take this problem to the 
church, or actually the leaders of the church.  If the leaders of the church 
speak to him about his problem and he continues to sin, then we reject him 
from the church until he repents.  We tell him that he cannot live like this and 
say that he is a Christian.  We tell him that we love him and pray for him but he 
cannot be a member of the local church if he continues to oppose the ways of 
God.  We tell him that when he really repents we’ll receive him into the church 
again. 

 
2. We Discipline Someone When There is Danger for the Other Church 

Members.  1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15; 2 Timothy 
2:17-18; Titus 3:9, 11.   If we allow a problem in the church to continue it will 
grow and influence other members of the church.  If some Christians in your 
church see that one Christian is committing sin and the leaders do not stop him, 
they will be tempted to sin like that, too.  Soon the church will not be a holy 
bride of Jesus but it will be like other organizations of this world and like other 
religions that have no relationship with God. 

 
3. We Always Discipline a Member of the Church With the Goal of Receiving 

Him Again When He Really Repents.  Galatians 6:1; Hebrews 12:5-11; 2 
Corinthians 2:5-11.  God’s heart is to save people, not punish them.  He 
wants people to repent and receive forgiveness and eternal life.  Therefore, 
when it is necessary the church leaders must discipline a member, the goal is 
for them to repent and return to God and the church.  We discipline in love. 

 
4. We Discipline a Church Member According to Their Sin.  If someone is a 

member of a music group but is not faithful to practice, then we discipline them 
by asking them to start coming to practice music or he cannot be a member of 
the music group.  If someone is a leader of a small group but they are not 
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faithful to receive training or fulfill their responsibilities, then we ask them to stop 
leading the group until they decide to be faithful.  If someone is speaking bad 
about the church or the leaders of the church, or if they are gossiping or 
committing some sin, then we must meet them and speak to them about this 
problem and follow the procedures in Matthew 18:15-20. 

 
God’s Purpose For the Church as a Family 

 
 Just as the church is the temple of God, we really are a family, too.  Each 
member has responsibilities in the family and we serve one another and support one 
another like a family.  These are God’s three purposes in the family: 
 
1. To Change Our Character.  God’s desire for us is to become like the Lord 

Jesus Christ in our actions and attitude.  To do this, God puts us in a church 
family.  In a local church we learn to humble ourselves and how to work 
together with people in difficult situations.  We do not leave the family because 
we don’t like our brothers or sisters.  We solve the problem.  The same is for 
the church.  We don’t leave the church because we have a problem with 
another person.  We learn to solve that problem together.  We allow God to 
give us His love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, gentleness, 
faithfulness and self control.  Galatians 5:22-23.  As we remain a part of the 
church family we grow as a Christian and we become more like Jesus in our 
character. 

 
2. God Wants to Give a Ministry to Us.  Each of us have spiritual gifts and God 

calls us to a ministry.  Some people are called to preach or teach the Word of 
God, others to an evangelist or pastor, or small group leader or a greeter in the 
church or teacher of children, etc.  The local church is where we are trained 
and prepared for that ministry.  We receive experiences in the local church to 
prepare us to serve God in the ministry He has called us to.  When we come 
under the authority of the pastors and elders we learn to submit to and obey 
God’s Holy Spirit.  The pastor protect us from following the wrong way.  As we 
are faithful to serve God in the local church the leaders of the church will see 
our ability and that God has called us and train us and release us to serve in 
the church.  God will open doors and close doors for us as we are faithful in 
the church. 

3. To Represent the Lord Jesus Christ on This Earth.  Genesis 1:26-28; 
Ephesians 5:25-26.  As the people of this world see the church, they will 
understand that this association is different from other associations in the city.  
They will understand that the Christians are holy in their thinking and they love 
one another, have good character and help one another.  Each local church 
represents the Lord Jesus Christ to their area and the people near them.  May 
the Lord Jesus help us to be good representatives of Him. 

 
 
Some Questions: 
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1. Why is it important for us to understand that all Christians have only one 

Heavenly Father? 
2. What are some of the responsibilities we have together as the family of God?  

How can we, as Christian leaders, help create an atmosphere in the church for 
people to fulfill these responsibilities? 

3. How do we become a member of God’s family? 
4. How does a local church govern itself? 
5. How does a local church support itself? 
6. How does a local church “create its own children”? 
7. Why must the local church protect itself?  How does the local church protect 

itself? 
8. Why is it necessary for the local church to discipline members of the church? 
9. What is the method for disciplining members of the church? 
10. What are God’s three purposes for the church as a family? 
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Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
The History and Restoration  
of the Church of Jesus Christ 
 
 
 
 
 Almost two thousand years ago Jesus Christ said He would build His church.  
At that time He spoke to twelve young men - most of whom did not have a high 
education and no experience at leading a religion.  Nevertheless, they believed His 
words and received His power and authority and begin to declare the good news of 
God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, in Jerusalem, in Israel and to all the world.  Now 
disciples of Jesus Christ fill almost every country in the world.  How did that happen?  
In this lesson we will study a brief history of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The First Church 
 
 We can read about the history of the first churches in the Book of Acts and in 
history books.  We see that the first churches were full of power of the Holy Spirit and 
even though they were poor and uneducated, they thousands of people believed upon 
the Lord Jesus and large churches grew in the cities and smaller churches in the 
provinces.  What are some of the characteristics of those first churches?  God wants 
the churches today to be like those churches and have the same results as those 
churches. 
 
1. They Had the Power of the Holy Spirit.  God did miracles through the 

apostles and disciples.  These miracles caused people to be interested in the 
words that they spoke.  Acts 3:1-10; 9:32-42; 16:11-34.  We should expect 
God to do the same in the church today. 

 
2. They Had One Heart and Thinking.  The first church worked together to fulfill 

God’s plan.  They had one vision - preach the good news of God’s salvation 
through Jesus Christ to every person on the earth and help each Christian 
become a mature, holy servant of God who represents Jesus Christ in all his 
affairs.  The churches today should also work together to fulfill one vision.   Our 
hearts should be filled with the vision to lead many people to Jesus Christ and 
live a holy life as a representative of Jesus. 

 
3. They Had Authority Over Evil.  The first churches knew they had authority 

over the power of Satan.  They cast out evil spirits and released the power of 
God into the lives of sinners.  Acts 8:7-8; 16:16-18.  The early churches were 
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not afraid of evil spirits or persecution.  They were filled with boldness and 
invaded the territory of Satan and destroyed his plan and power.  The church 
today should be filled with boldness.  We should know clearly that we have 
power over evil spirits and we should use that power to destroy his strongholds 
and bring people to Jesus. 

 
4. Jesus Was Lord of Their Lives.  The early churches turned completely away 

from evil.  They turned away from every tradition that was opposed to the 
Kingdom of God.  They heard the Word of God and obeyed it.  Acts 2:43-47.  
This is what God wants the churches to do today.  He wants all of us to turn 
completely away from our ways and follow Him 100%.  Then we will be filled 
with His power to do His work. 

 
5. They Had Strong Local Churches in the Cities.  The churches in the cities 

had apostles, prophets and teachers.  These men traveled from one place in 
the countryside and districts teaching and training leaders and opening 
churches.  Acts 13:1-4; Acts 15.  Nowadays the church in the city must 
strengthen the churches in the provinces and villages. 

 
 But something happened in the church.  As we read Revelation, chapters 1-2, 
and 1, 2, 3 John we see that the church changed.  These books were written about 95 
BC - more than 60 years after the church began.  At that time there were false 
Christians and many of the churches were weak.   
 

Persecution 
 

 From the beginning unbelievers and leaders from other religions persecuted the 
Christians.  They burned their homes, blamed them for problems in the country and 
killed them.  This still happens in many countries in the world.  All of the apostles 
except John died because of persecution.  For two hundred years the Roman 
government persecuted the Christians and killed the leaders.  However, the church 
continued to grow.  The Christians were not afraid of death, because they knew if they 
die, they would go to meet the Lord Jesus immediately.  They continued to preach the 
gospel and when people saw their love and courage, many people became Christians, 
too. 
 

Compromise 
 

 The Christians were scattered throughout the world.  They went to Asia, Africa, 
and Europe preaching the good news of Jesus Christ.  They had much success in the 
countries occupied by the Roman Empire because the all spoke the same language 
and had similar customs.  There were many, many people becoming Christians.  One 
Roman Emperor, named Constantine was fighting a war with another man to win the 
control of the Empire.  Constantine had a dream and saw a cross in the sky.  He 
believed this was God speaking to him and had all his soldiers paint crosses on their 
shields.  The won the battle and Constantine became emperor of Rome.  Constantine 
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began to follow the Christian religion, but he didn’t repent.  He added the Christian 
religion to other religions in his kingdom.  He commanded his soldiers to receive water 
baptism but they did not repent.  The religion of Jesus Christ became very popular in 
the Roman empire, but most of the people did not really repent.  The combined their 
false religion with the religion of Jesus.  They went to the church meetings, but also 
continued to go to the temples and worship false gods and follow their sinful traditions. 
 But because the religion of Jesus was popular they did not persecute true Christians 
any more. 
 
 But the church did not grow strong, it became weak.  Many of the churches 
compromised.  They followed many of the traditions of the false religions and 
combined these traditions with what the Bible taught.   Some of the church leaders 
were not sincere.  Some bought their position as pastor.  The leaders of churches in 
large cities gained much power and they begin to compete for influence.  Eventually, 
the elder of Rome became the leader of all of the churches in the Roman empire.  
Eventually the elder of Rome had very much power - even as much power as the 
emperor of Rome.   The leaders of the church did not fully obey the Word of God.  
They created their own traditions and followed them rather than the Word of God.  But 
there were still some true Christians who continued to follow the Lord Jesus and live 
according to the Word of God.  They spoke against the false traditions of the church 
leaders and the church leaders began to persecute them.  Church leaders who called 
themselves Christians would burn the houses and do very terrible things to the true 
Christians who did not follow their traditions or join their churches. 
 

The Bible 
 

 You know that in the beginning the Bible was written in Hebrew and Greek.  In 
about 300 BC they translated the full Bible into Greek, which was the popular 
language of the people who lived in Israel and the Greek and Roman empire at that 
time.  Because all of the citizens of the Roman Empire spoke Greek it was very easy 
to travel to many different countries and preach because they all spoke their native 
language and Greek.  It made if very easy for even the uneducated to hear and read 
the Bible.  But about 300 AD a man named Jerome translated the Bible into the Latin 
language.  This was the high language for the educated people in the Roman Empire. 
 But this was a problem for the uneducated and the normal person - they couldn’t read 
or understand the Bible, only the educated church leaders could read the Bible.  
Therefore, if the corrupt church leader told them the Bible said something, they had to 
believe him because they couldn’t read the Bible for themselves.  The Bible wasn’t 
translated into the common language of the people until about 1300 AD. 

The Catholic Church 
 

 The first churches were scattered around Asia and Northern Africa and 
Southern Europe.  They were not organized into an association.  But after Constantine 
began to follow the Christian religion and the elder of Rome gained influence over the 
churches in the Roman Empire they church was organized into one church called the 
Catholic Church.  The Catholic Churches all believed the same thing and followed the 
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same customs.  But the Catholic Church also followed many of the customs of other 
religions and changed the truth of God’s Word.  The Catholic Church worshiped Mary 
the mother of Jesus and prayed to her.  They believed she was holy like Jesus 
andwithout sin.  They believed if you pray to Mary she will persuade Jesus to do what 
you want.  They also prayed to the apostles of Jesus.  They believed if a relative dies 
you can give money to the church and the person’s spirit will go to heaven if you pay 
enough money.  They believed that the leader of the church - the Pople (which means 
“father”) can speak by the Spirit of God and his words have the same authority as the 
Bible.  The Catholic Church nowadays still believes these things.  All of these things 
are not true and are not according to the Word of God. 
 
 The Catholic Church send missionaries to many different countries to open 
Catholic Churches.  They went to Europe, Africa, Asia, South America and North 
America and opend many Catholic Churches.  Even if these missionaries were sincere 
to the Catholic Religion, they did not teach the Word of God as Jesus taught it and as 
the first churches did. 
 
 The Catholic Church persecuted and killed many people who called themselves 
Christians but did not believe the teaching of the Catholic Church.  Eventually the 
Catholic Church had more power than the emperor of Rome and other government 
leaders. 
 

Restoration of the Church 
 

 After 1,000 years after Constantine began to follow the religion of Jesus God 
begin to restore the true church.  Even when the Catholic Church controlled most of 
the churches in the world, there were true Christians who used to meet together and 
pray and study the Bible and tell other people about Jesus.  But it was very dangerous 
because many times the Catholic Church would persecute them.   
 
 There were many men who opposed the Catholic religion and preached the 
truth.  Most of these men were persecuted and killed.  In 1517 a young Catholic priest 
named Martin Luther put 95 complaints against the Catholic Church on the church 
door in Wittenburg, Germany.   At that time the printing machine was created in 
Germany, too.  Martin Luther began to publish his arguments against the Catholic 
Church and they spread them all throughout Germany and Europe.  Martin Luther also 
translated the New Testament into the common German language and many of the 
common people began to read the Bible in their own language for the first time.  This 
changed the history of the world.  The Catholic church persecuted Martin Luther and 
tried to kill him, but a rich man in Germany protected him.  Many other men in Europe 
joined with Martin Luther and begin to speak against the Catholic Church.  These men 
formed groups and began to teach the Bible as they understood it.  The Catholic 
leaders called these people “Protestants” because they protested against the Catholic 
Church.  Some people followed Martin Luther and other people followed other true 
Christians.  They began to create their own churches.  All of these new groups 
believed about the same thing, but a little different according to how they understood 
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the Bible.  Eventually the Bible was translated into many different languages and many 
different groups were created.  The Catholic Church opposed these new groups and 
persecuted them.  But God was beginning to restore His church.   
 
 For more than 1,000 the church of Jesus Christ has been in darkness.  It was 
as if Satan had destroyed the power of the church.  But God rules over everything.  He 
calls men to follow Him, sacrifice their lives and He will do wonderful things through 
them. 
 

Truth For Today 
 

 Through Martin Luther God began to restore the truth and power of the first 
church.  Through Martin Luther he restored the truth that we receive God’s salvation 
and justification by faith, not by our good actions.  (1517 AD)  The first churches knew 
this, but in the darkness of the Catholic Church most people didn’t know it.  God 
restored that truth and it set people free from Satan’s power and deception.   After that 
God began to restore many more truths from the Bible.  He restored the people’s love 
and respect for the Bible rather than the words of the Catholic priests.   He restored 
the truth of water baptism, because the Catholic Church didn’t baptize according to the 
pattern we have in the New Testament.  (1520 AD)  He restored the truth of holiness 
and living a holy life on this earth because even though many people held to the 
Catholic religion they did not obey God’s Word or live a righteous life.  (1750 AD)  He 
restored the power of healing by laying hands on people, like the first church used to 
do.  (1840 AD)  He restored the truth of the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the gift of 
speaking in tongues.  (1900 AD).  He restored the truth of singing a new song to the 
Lord and prophecy.  (1948) 
 

Denominations and Cults 
 

 After many years now there is still one Catholic Church which believes similar 
to what they used to believe.  There are many different Protestant churches.  Most of 
these churches believe similar about the Bible, the Lord Jesus Christ and God’s plan 
of salvation.  But some of these groups believe differently about methods, how to 
organize the church and some things in the Bible.  These groups have formed 
denominations which believe the same.  The Assemblies of God are a denomination.  
The Baptists are a denomination.  There are many different denominations.  Some of 
them work together with other denominations and some of them work among 
themselves. 
 
 In the history of the church there have been some men who say they are 
Christians but they believe very differently from the Protestant churches.  These men 
change the words in the Bible and write their own books.  They believe their own ideas 
have the same authority as the Word of God in the Bible.  All Protestant churches 
agree that only the Bible is the Word of God.  Two of these or groups are called the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Mormons.  These groups call themselves Christians and 
some of the things they do and teach are true.  But they do not believe that Jesus 
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Christ is the one true God in a human body.  They usually tell Christians they must 
have faith and good actions to receive God’s salvation.  They interpret the words of 
the Bible differently from the Protestants and Catholics.  Although the members of 
these groups may be sincere and really believe they teach the truth, they are wrong.  
We should avoid fellowship with the members of these groups and not invite them into 
our homes.  2 John 1:10-11. 
 
 God’s desire is for the church of the Lord Jesus Christ to be like the first 
churches.  We believe His pattern for the church is in the New Testament.  He desires 
to have churches which are full of His power and Holy Spirit, who work together in 
unity and who live according to the truth of His Word.  Every Christian and every 
church must be careful because Satan wants to deceive us and steal God’s truth.  We 
must all choose to reject any tradition and teaching opposed to the teaching of God’s 
Word.  We must choose to change the methods and vision of our church according to 
what we read in the Bible.  We must be careful and not compromise the truth.  We 
must teach it and follow it with our whole hearts. 
 
Some Questions: 
 
1. Describe the first churches which we read about in the Book of Acts. 

2. After the church had existed for a few years, what happened to their 
strength?  Why?  

3. Why did the church have success in the countries of the Roman Empire? 
4. What do you know about Constantine? 
5. Was it a good idea or a bad idea to translate the Bible into Latin?  Why? 
6. What do you know about the Catholic Church? 
7. What do you know about Martin Luther?  Who are Protestants? 
8. What are some of the truths that God has restored to the church already? 
9. What is a denomination?  What is a cult? 
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 Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
The Church Jesus Christ is Building 
 
 
 
 In Matthew 16:18 Jesus Christ said He would build His church.  We’ve seen 
already that the first churches were built according to the pattern in the New 
Testament.  Satan has attempted to destroy the church of the Lord Jesus and he will 
continue to do so.  As we begin to build the church of Jesus Christ as Christian 
leaders we must follow the pattern in the New Testament.  We must build according to 
the method of the Lord Jesus as He revealed in the Bible.  In this lesson we will study 
the characteristics of the church that Jesus will build.  Our goal should be to build our 
church according to the method and pattern revealed in the Bible. 
 
1. A Church That is Built on the Rock.  Matthew 16:18; John 3:3.  The church 

that Jesus is building is built upon the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  It is not built 
upon a pastor or a good singer or the teachings of any other person, but upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  This means that the teachings of Jesus Christ is above 
the teaching when we of natural men.  It means that when the church comes 
together in the house or in the building or whatever place the meet, they come 
together to meet with the Lord Jesus Christ.  It means that in that church, Jesus 
is above everything. 

 
2. A Church That is Controlled by the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:1-4; Ephesians 5:18. 

 Jesus wants to lead His church according to His plan, purpose and His plan for 
that church.  We build according to the pattern in the Bible, but we listen to 
God’s voice through the Holy Spirit for our church.  We create our program 
according to what God wants us to do, not according to what God is doing in 
some other church.  We can visit other churches and get good ideas from 
them, but we should hear God’s voice for our church.  Also, we must allow the 
Holy Spirit into our church meetings.  Some churches plan their meeting every 
Sunday and they fulfill their plan.  The don’t allow God’s Holy Spirit to work in 
their midst.  When the church gathers together the Holy Spirit wants to speak to 
people, touch them, heal them, encourage them.  The leaders of the meeting 
must open their hearts to hear what God want to do in that meeting and in their 
church. 

 
3. A Church That Prays.  Acts 1:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:17.  The Christians in the 

church should pray.  They should pray at home by themselves and in every 
place.  The leaders of the church should create special meetings for the church 
to pray together because God shows His power when Christians gather 
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together to pray.   
 
4. A Church That Gathers Together.  Acts 2:1, 46; Hebrews 10:25.  The religion 

of Jesus people gather together.  In another lesson we’ll study about the 
various meetings of the church, but the pastor and elders must tell the people it 
is important to gather together.  God does not want one Christian to serve and 
worship God only by himself.  Christians fellowship together.  The pastor must 
create a meeting that is interesting to the people.  He must prepare a meeting 
that fulfills the needs of the people in his church. 

 
5. A Church That Worships Together.  Ephesians 5:19; Hebrews 13:15.  

Christians worship God.  We don’t worship God according to our own ideas, but 
we worship according to God’s pattern in the Bible.  Christians worship God by 
themselves and when they meet together.  When Christians gather together we 
should hear the sound of praise and worship rising to God.  Every Christian 
should lift their voice in praise to God and worship God by obedience and giving 
to the church.  This is the privilege and responsibility of every Christian.  The 
pastor should communicate this truth to the church and expect that every 
Christian will enter into worship. 

 
6. A Church That Moves in the Authority of Jesus Christ.  Matthew 28:18-20; 

Luke 9:1-2; Hebrews 13:17.    We should see the power of God in the church.  
We should see people healed, added to the church and their problems solved.  
We should expect the power of God to be released into our church.  It is the 
pastor’s responsibility to prepare an atmosphere of faith and obedience in the 
church to see the power of God.  We should pray for people and expect they 
will be healed and saved.  We should teach with authority and expect that the 
Word of God will touch the lives of the people and change their lives. 

   
7. A Church With Unity.  Acts 2:46; 1 Corinthians 12:25.  God wants the church 

to have unity.  He doesn’t want us to fight against one an other and hurt each 
other.  Even though we will not agree 100% about everything, God wants us to 
work together and serve the vision of the church, not our own personal vision.  
If we only want to serve our vision and our needs, we will be unhappy and 
possibly divide the church.  Each member of the church must sacrifice their 
own vision to serve the vision of the church.  When we do this God will exalt us 
and fulfill our vision, too. 

 
8. A Church That is Organized.  Ephesians 4:11-12; Acts 13:1-3.  God has a 

plan for the government of the church.  God calls leaders of the local church.  
The goal of the church should be to have elders and deacons to lead and fulfill 
the vision of the church.  The elders make the spiritual decisions for the church 
and lead the church to fulfill God’s vision for it.  Among the elders is a Senior 
Pastor is the senior teacher and leader of the church.  The Senior Pastor is the 
leader of the church, but he works together with the elders and other leaders.  
The deacons help oversee the programs of the church which the elders 



 

 
47 

 

establish.  In the universal church God calls apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors and teachers to serve the church.  God leads the church through 
people.  The church should organize itself according the pattern in the Bible.   

 
8. A Church That Shepherd’s the Flock of God.  1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalm 23.  It is 

very important to God for the shepherds he appoints to care for the people in 
the church.  The pastor and leaders should pray for the people, visit the people, 
give them advice and help them solve their problems according to the Word of 
God.   

 
9. A Church That is Knit-together.  Acts 2:43-47; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.  God 

wants His church to be a house, a temple and a body.  He wants us knit-
together in our relationships.  He wants the members of the church to know one 
another and have close relationships with one another.  The pastor and leaders 
must create a program in the church to give the members the opportunity to 
know each other.  We must be friendly with guests and invite them to become 
part of our family. 

  
10. A Church That Uses Spiritual Gifts.  Romans 12:1-8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-27.  

The church does not grow when everybody depends on the pastor to build the 
church.  The church grows when each member uses their spiritual gift to help 
the church grow.  The wise pastor will recognize the different spiritual gifts of 
the members of the church and release them to use those spiritual gifts.  The 
pastor does not do all the work.  Everybody helps to build the church according 
to their spiritual gift. 

 
11. A Church That Sacrifices.  Acts 2:45; Philippians 4:18; 2 Corinthians 8-9.  

Jesus expect that His church will sacrifice.  Throughout history the church of 
Jesus Christ has sacrificed their time, money, and their lives t serve God’s 
purpose on this earth.  Jesus Christ is building a church that will give money, 
give time, give ability and not run away from the difficult thing.  The pastor must 
teach the church about sacrifice. He must be an example of a person who 
sacrifices for the Kingdom of God.  If the church will fulfill God’s purposes on 
the earth, it must sacrifice. 

 
 
12. A Church That Shares the Gospel With Other People.  Matthew 28:18-20.  

The church must go.  Each member of the church must share the Good News 
with other people.  We must use every method and share the Gospel in every 
situation to every person.  The pastor must be an example of a person who 
shares the Good News and he must encourage the members of his church to 
do the same.  There is no excuse for anyone to not share the Gospel.  We 
must train the people to tell others about Jesus and create opportunities for 
them tell others.   

 
 Jesus wants to build His church.  He has a plan, a pattern and a method for 
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building His church.  Are you building your church according to the heart of Jesus?  
What kind of a church are you building?  Are you building a church according to your 
own ideas?  Are you building a church with no plan or pattern?  If you are building the 
kind of church that Jesus is building, then you will build according to what Jesus has 
revealed to us in the New Testament.  We must prepare our program, prepare our 
lessons, prepare ourselves and prepare the members in our church to build according 
to the pattern in the Bible.   



Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
 

Leading the Church Step-by-Step 
 
 
 
 
 The Apostle Paul said he was a wise master builder.  A wise builder knows how 
to build.  1 Corinthians 3:9-10.  He knows what to do first, second, etc.  You must lay 
the foundation before you build the roof.  When do you add the electricity?  When do 
you put the pipes in for the water?  A builder builds according to the blueprint, but even 
if we have the blueprint, sometimes we don’t know what to do first, second, third, etc.  
Perhaps we don’t have the skill to do something so we hire another person to come and 
help us. 
 
 In the Bible we have the blueprint for building the Church of Jesus Christ.  
Therefore we have the vision and we know our goal, but we must build step-by-step.  
We build the church by prayer and teaching.  We pray to receive God’s Rhema word for 
today and we teach to instruct the Christians.  Here is an important principle: 
  

 
Before you lead the church into a new truth you must prepare them. 
Before you introduce a new method you must prepare the people. 

We prepare the people by teaching. 
  
 

 For example, you go to a seminar about spiritual warfare.  You study at the 
seminar for five days, several hours each day.  You come back to your church excited 
about spiritual warfare.  You want your church to enter into spiritual warfare.  You want 
them to do everything you learned in the seminar.  So you teach one lesson and expect 
that your church will understand about spiritual warfare and do everything you learned at 
the seminar.  So you create a program for them to do everything you want them to do, 
but they don’t understand clearly.  They don’t do what you want them to do?  Why?  
Because you didn’t prepare them.  You studied perhaps twenty hours at the seminar 
and you teach your church one hour and expect them to understand everything you know 
about spiritual warfare.  You must prepare your church step-by-step.  We build the 
church step-by-step.  You must teach them step-by-step.  
 
 We must first lay the foundation for the new truth or the new method.  We must 
explain from the Bible about the subject.  For example, we must explain about the war 
between Satan and God.  We must explain about the power of God and the power of 
evil spirits.  We must explain why we must fight.  We must explain about the victory in 
Jesus Christ and the method by which we fight against Satan and evil spirits.  We must 
explain a lot so they will understand clearly.  Then, after we have explained a lot we 
create our program and explain our program. 



 
 For example, I believe we must enter into spiritual warfare to have victory over 
Satan.  My goal is for the Christians in our church to understand about spiritual warfare.  
I already have a clear understanding about spiritual warfare, but I must lead them and 
prepare them step-by-step.  Therefore, I created many lessons about spiritual warfare.  
We translate these lessons into Khmer because I want the members of our church to 
hear the lesson and read it themselves.  I include many verses from the Bible to show 
that this idea is not mine, but comes from the Bible.  In our church I decided to teach 
these lessons in our small groups.  I did this because my goal is for each small group to 
reach the area around the place where they meet each week.  I want them to enter into 
spiritual warfare for the people in the area around the place where they meet, to break 
the power of our enemy in that place so many people from that area will come to know 
Jesus as their Savior.  I build step-by-step.  I build by teaching.  These are the lessons 
I created to bring this truth to our church: 
 
1. The Spiritual War With Satan. 
2. Understanding Our Enemy. 
3. Understanding Spiritual Powers That Rule. 
4. God’s Angel are With Us. 
5. Understanding About Spiritual Strongholds. 
6. Understanding About the Gates of the City. 
7. Understanding About Our Victory in Jesus Christ. 
8. The Weapons of This Spiritual War. 
9. Understanding About the Armor of God. 
10. Understanding About the Power in the Name of Jesus. 
11. Standing in the Gap and Building Hedges. 
12. Walking and Praying. 
13. Victory in Spiritual Warfare. 
 
 I’ve created thirteen lessons about spiritual warfare to prepare the people in our 
church to enter into spiritual warfare.  This means I must teach 13 weeks before I can 
do what I really want to do - enter into spiritual warfare.  My goal is Lesson Number 12: 
Walking and Praying.  But before they can do that with success, I must prepare them 
step-by-step.  We build the church step-by-step. 
 
 The song leader from our church wants to teach some new songs to our worship 
team.  He has listened to these songs a hundred times.  He knows the melody and the 
words in English and Khmer.  He wants to teach these songs to our worship team?  
What does he need to do first?  The worship team must listen to the songs many times, 
too so they can know the melody and words, too.  Before he wanted to teach some 
songs to the worship team but they had difficulty learning them because they didn’t know 
the songs like he knows them.  He must bring them up to his level first.  Then we must 
teach them to the church.  This is the principle:  We must bring people up to our level 
before we can expect them to do what we do.  A leader is always in front of the 
people.  He is always growing in ability, knowledge and understanding.  We want the 
people to grow in ability, knowledge and understanding, too.  But we must bring the 
people to our level first.   
 
 
 



Understanding About Drinking Milk and Eating Meat 
 
 A baby drinks milk.  It doesn’t eat meat.  Milk is easy for a baby.  Meat is 
difficult.  We feed new Christians and new churches spiritual milk.  Hebrews 5:11-14.  
These Christians which received this letter (Hebrews) were Christians for a long time.  
They should have a lot of understanding about Jesus and God’s salvation, but Paul said 
they were like spiritual babies.  He tried to teach them truth for mature Christians, but 
they didn’t understand.  He said he must teach them truth for new Christians again.  
Paul tells them they must lay a spiritual foundation again.  Hebrews 6:1-3.  Actually, 
he tells them they must leave that foundation and grow, but in verse 12 he says he must 
teach the foundational truths again.  What are the foundational truths for new Christians 
and new churches? 
 
1. Repentance from dead works. 
2. Faith in God. 
3. Various baptisms, such as water baptism and Holy Spirit baptism. 
4. Laying on of hands. 
5. Resurrection from the dead. 
6. Eternal judgment. 
 
 We must lay this foundation in the life of every Christian.  There are many 
wonderful truths in the Bible and we want to teach them all - step-by-step.  We must 
make sure that our church understands and obeys the foundational truths of the Bible 
before we start teaching the deep truths of the Bible.  For more than two years in our 
church we taught repent, be baptized, be filled with the Holy Spirit and be added to the 
church.  We taught about faith in God, turn away from good actions to earn your 
salvation and trust in God’s grace.  We taught about our hope of resurrection in Jesus 
Christ and judgement of sinners.  This is the foundation which we lay.  As our church 
grows we teach about other truths in the Bible, but we continue to teach these 
foundational truths, too.  Before our church can eat meat, they must first drink milk.  
Before the new Christian understands deep spiritual truth, they must understand the 
foundations. 
 
 
Feed and Train the Old Christians,  
Lay the Foundation in the Lives of the New Christians 
 
 As we build the church step-by-step by teaching we must do two things:  We 
must feed the old Christians so they can become mature and we must continue to lay 
the foundation for new Christians.  Old Christians don’t need to hear about repent, be 
baptized and be filled with the Spirit every Sunday.  They need to learn how to solve 
their problems according to the method of God.  They need to understand about the 
family and their relationships with their boss, children and other Christians.  They need 
to learn how to win over sin from birth and temptation.  They need to understand about 
the church, the Holy Spirit, spiritual warfare, marriage, leadership, how to change society.  
But we still need to educate new Christians and review the foundations with the old 
Christians.   
 
 Therefore, we can create special classes on Sunday morning or in small groups 
to teach about various subjects.  We can teach those subjects on Sunday morning, too.  



We create a program to teach the church.  Perhaps for one month I teach about the 
family.  Then for one month I teach about the church.  Then I teach about prayer.  
Then I teach about God’s salvation and repentance.  For another month I teach stories 
from the Old Testament that are good examples about living a righteous life.  We teach 
on Sunday morning for twelve months.  If we want we can teach about one subject for 
one month.  It’s good to teach about one subject three or four times.  Therefore, each 
year we choose what subjects we need to teach about according to the needs of our 
church.  We plan a program to teach subjects for new Christians and old Christians.  
Perhaps we also create a program to open various special classes on Sunday morning 
before the church meeting.  Perhaps we open a special class to teach about money, the 
Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts or relationships between husband and wife. 
 
 We must think about the program for helping the Christians in our church grow.  
We must think about the various subjects we need to teach and when we will teach them. 
 
 Here are some subjects we should teach about. 
 
People 
 
 We should teach about the lives of these people.  From their example we can 
learn about God’s character, God’s plan, the relationship of God with people, their good 
actions and bad actions.  We can teach about the character of the Christian from these 
stories. 
 
• Abraham, Solomon, Noah, Daniel 
• Joseph, Elijah, Joshua, Jesus Christ 
• Moses , Elisha, Gideon, Paul 
• David, Nehemiah, Samson, Peter 
 
History of Israel 
 
From Creation to the Fall Into Sin 
From the Fall into Sin to Abraham 
From Abraham to Joshua 
From Joshua to Solomon 
The History of the Kings of Israel 
Restoration of Judah to Jerusalem 
 
 From these stories of history the Christians in our church understand about God’s 
plan and various principles for the Christian life.  We can create a special class to teach 
these stories, or we can teach them on Sunday mornings or in small groups.  We can 
summarize the stories or teach each of them. 
 
The Family 
 
 The church must understand clearly about the family.  We must teach about 
God’s ideas for the family.  We must teach about the goals of the family, responsibilities 
of the father, mother and children.   
 
The Church 



 
 We must teach about the church.  We must teach about the purpose of the 
church, the characteristics of the church, the leaders of the church, God’s plan, and 
relationships in the church.  We must also teach about the vision of our church and the 
methods our churches uses to fulfill God’s purpose on the earth. 
 
Other Subjects 
 
 Here are some other subjects we must teach to our church: 
 
The Nature of God 
The Law of God 
Grace 
Promises About the Savior 
Various Promises of God 
Living in This Life as a Christian 
Living by Principles 
Spiritual War and Spiritual Authority 
Preaching the Good News 
Praise and Worship 
 
 We build the church by teaching.  We build the church step-by-step.  When do 
we teach about all these things?  Which subjects do we teach first, second, etc.?  We 
must understand about our church.  Are there many new Christians?  Many old 
Christians?  Poor people?  Rich people?  What kind of problems do they meet?  We 
create our Sunday teaching program according to the needs of our church.  We decide 
what subjects we need to teach about in the next few months.  We decide when we 
need to teach about the foundations again.  Then we decide which subjects we can 
teach in small groups or special classes.  We create a plan to lead our church and build 
our church step-by-step. 
 
Spiritual Seasons 
 
 There are natural seasons and spiritual seasons.  There are times when because 
of the circumstances in our church or our country we need to teach about certain 
subjects.  Sometimes the Holy Spirit reveals to us something about our church and the 
needs in the church so we need to teach about that subject for a few weeks.  There are 
seasons when God wants us to grow in faith.  Seasons when God wants us to make 
spiritual war.  There are seasons where God wants us to pray, seasons when God 
wants to purify us.  As the pastor we need to understand the seasons of our church and 
prepare the teaching according to the season.   
 
 If I think the Lord wants our church to preach the Good News more then I preach 
on that subject a few weeks.  Perhaps the Lord wants to purify our church so I preach 
on righteousness and overcoming temptation.  Perhaps there is suffering in our church, 
country or province so I preach a few lessons about suffering, peace and joy in suffering.   
 
Teaching Through Books of the Bible 
 
 As I teach through a book of the Bible I teach about many different subjects.  It’s 



good to teach through books of the Bible.  As I teach from the Book of Ephesians I teach 
about God’s blessings, peace from God, God’s plan and purpose, righteousness, living 
life as Christian, the church, leaders in the church, relationships between husband and 
wife, responsibilities of children and spiritual warfare.   
 
 Some books are written about certain subjects.  Romans teaches clearly about 
God’s plan of salvation;  1 Corinthians teaches about relationships in the church; 
Galatians teaches about grace; Ephesians teaches about the Christian life; Philippians 
teaches about joy; 1 & 2 Timothy teach about the church and leaders in the church; 
Hebrews explains the Old Covenant and that Jesus is better than all the traditions of the 
Old Covenant; James is a good book to teach about the life of the Christian; 1 Peter 
teaches about how to overcome suffering; 2 Peter teaches about false prophets; 1 John 
teaches about truth and love.  If we want to teach one truth to our church we can teach 
through a book of the Bible or one chapter that teaches about that truth. 
 
Teaching From People in the Bible 
 
 It is good to teach about the lives of people in the Bible.  People remember stories 
and they will remember these stories.  If we want to teach about faith, perhaps we teach 
about Abraham.  If we want to teach about faithfulness perhaps we teach about Joseph 
or Daniel.  If we want to teach about leader we teach about Moses.  Ruth is an example 
of grace; Esther is an example of God changing a bad situation into a good one.  Job 
teaches that God will give us grace in suffering; the life of David teaches us to trust God 
in every situation.  Solomon teaches us to not compromise.  Joshua teaches us to trust 
God even though we meet big problems. 
 
 Therefore, when we want to teach about one truth in our church - perhaps peace 
in difficulties.  Perhaps I’ll teach from Philippians 4:6-8 one time.  Next Sunday I’ll teach 
from the life of David and show that he had peace even though Saul tried to kill him.  
After that I’ll teach how Esther received peace and then perhaps a lesson from 
Ephesians or another passage that teaches about fear or worry. 
 
The Law of Repetition 
 
 People will not remember one lesson.  If you teach a lesson one Sunday and 
next Sunday ask the people what you taught about, most of the people will not 
remember.  Some people will remember but they won’t remember each point.  The 
goal of teaching is to change the life of people and birth truth into their spirit.  Our goal 
is for the Word of God to change their thinking, character and actions.  Our goal is to 
lead our church step-by-step into God’s purpose for their lives.  Therefore, it’s important 
to teach several lessons about one subject.  When we teach several lessons about one 
subject it helps the people in our church understand clearly.  It allows the Holy Spirit to 
work in their lives according to that Word of God and to continue to work in their lives.  
Usually, one lesson will not change a person’s thinking, character and actions.  
Sometimes it is a new truth for them and they don’t understand it.  We must teach it 
again, but in a different way, perhaps with a story or from different verses. 
 
 Our goal is to lead our church to become the kind of church Jesus wants it to 
become.  There are certain truths to teach new Christians and certain truths to teach old 
Christians.  There are many different truths in the Bible which we need to teach the 



church so our church can grow.   We must create a plan to lead our church step-by-
step according to the spiritual needs of our church, according to the spiritual seasons of 
our church.  It’ good to teach several lessons about one subject to help the people 
understand clearly about that subject and allow the Holy Spirit to work in their lives to 
change their thinking, character and actions. 



Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
 
The Leaders of the Church 
Part 1 
 
 
 
 
 Like any organization, there are leaders in the church.  The leaders lead the 
church to fulfill God’s plan for that church.  In the church there are three groups of 
people: Philippians 1:1.  There are the Saints, the Deacons, and the Elders.  The 
deacons and elders are the leaders of the church.  Among the elders is one man we 
call the Senior Elder or Senior Pastor.  These men work together to lead the church. 
 
Why Do We Need Leaders in the Church? 
 
 The idea to appoint leaders came from God.  God established the idea of 
leadership to lead the people of this earth according to His ways.  Romans 13:1-8; 1 
Corinthians 12:28; Isaiah 9:6.  We need leaders  because of human nature. 
Romans 3:10-18; Galatians 5:16-22.  People are sinful and need someone to guide 
them.  If we don’t have someone to guide us we will get lost, go our own way or the 
ways of this world which is the ways of Satan.    We need leaders because people do 
not follow the law - God’s law or man’s law.  Matthew 7:23; 13:41; 23:28; 24:24; 
Romans 6:19; Hebrews 1:9; I John 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 2:3, 7, 8 
 
Living Under Authority 
 
 God establishes authority in the world to help people follow the right way.  1 
Corinthians 11:1-3.   God rules over the universe.  He rules over the earth.  He 
rules over the church.  But God rules over the earth through people.  He rules over the 
church and leads the church to fulfill His plan through people.  Therefore, God 
appoints men to lead in His place - as His representative.  It is essential for the church 
to have leaders if that church will grow.  
  
 God established authority through people for these reasons:  
 
1. To Represent Righteousness in Society.   Matthew 7:29; 21:23; John 5; 27; 

Titus 2:15.  The people whom God establishes as leaders with authority must 
represent righteousness in all their actions, relationships with other people and 
the laws they create.  They also help us represent righteousness, too. 

 
2. To Establish the Kingdom of God in the Earth.  Luke 9:1.  God’s plan is for 

the people of the earth to do as is done in heaven.  God uses leaders in the 
government, family and church to establish the Kingdom of God on the earth. 



 
3.  To Help Us Grow in Wisdom and Character.  Luke 2:52; Proverbs 21:1.  

Leaders lead.  They understand about the wisdom and ways of God.  
Sometimes they correct us.  They encourage us.  They show us the right way 
to go and grow as the people of God. 

 
4. To Protect Us.  1 Samuel 15:23.  When we are under the authority of our 

leaders God honors our obedience and He protects us.  When we leave the 
authority of our leader we are under the authority of Satan and evil spirits. 

 
5. To Release God’s Power.  Matthew 8:5-10.  God does His work on earth by 

authority.  He appoints and anoints leaders and releases His authority through 
those leaders.  The important events in the history of the church happened 
because one leader obeys God and God releases His power through that 
leader.  And through that leader God sends Him power into the world.    (Jesus, 
Peter, Paul, Augustine, Martin Luther, John Wesley, etc.) 

 
The Results of Not Submitting to God’s Authority 
 
1. We Open Our Lives For Satan to Influence Us.  1 Samuel 15:23.  When we 

leave the authority of the leader over us we enter the authority of Satan.  The 
authority of our leader is like and umbrella which protects us from Satan’s 
power and authority. 

 
2. We Become Spiritually Dry.  Psalm 68:6.  When we leave the authority of our 

leaders we do not grow as a Christian.  We can grow some, but God appoints 
leaders in the church to help us become a mature Christian.  We drift away 
from God if we reject the leader God puts over us.   

 
3. We Experience the Discipline of the Lord.  Hebrews 12:5-6.  God does not 

discipline us because He is angry with us, but to help us return to Him.  If we 
continue to disobey Him, He will try to bring us back to Himself, but eventually 
He will discipline us to bring us back to Himself. 

 
God’s Authority on the Earth   
 
1. The Family.  1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5:22; 6:1.  The family is the 

foundation of society.  If the family is spiritually healthy then society will be 
healthy.   If the family is weak and parents don’t fulfill their responsibility then 
society will be weak and the church will be weak.  Therefore, we must teach the 
family about God’s ways.   

 
2. The Civil Government.  Genesis 6-8; Romans 13:1-8.  God appoints  leaders 

to lead our nation or kingdom.  Daniel 4:34-37.  We don’t understand why God 
appoints some leaders, but we understand that His wisdom is higher than ours. 
 He knows all things.  He knows the future, and even if we have an evil leader, 
God can bless His people and fulfill that plan through that evil leader. 

 
3. The Church.  1 Corinthians 123:28; Hebrews 13;7, 17, 24.  The church is 

God’s spiritual authority on the earth.  He calls the church to destroy spiritual 



strongholds in the earth and establish His kingdom in the lives and hearts of the 
people of this earth.  Each church has some kind of government.   

  
 A. Rule by one man.  Daniel 5:19; 3 John 9-10. 
 
 B. Rule by the people.  Revelation 3:12-21. 
 
 C. Rule by a group of men.  Matthew 10:1; Acts 1:21-26; 2:14; 14:23; 

15:2, 4, 6; 16:4; 20:17; Philippians 1:1. 
 
 
God Calls Men to Serve the Church as Leaders 
 
 God always calls people to work with Him.  He calls us to repent.  He calls us to 
live a righteous life.  He calls all of us to serve in the church.  He calls some of us to 
lead the church.  When God calls us to do something He always gives us the ability to 
do what He wants us to do.  God called Moses to lead Israel.  He called Joshua to 
lead Israel, Samuel, Saul, and David.  To become a leader of God’s people is God’s 
idea, not ours.  God shows us in some way that He is calling us and we must choose 
to respond to that call and prepare ourselves to serve Him. 
 
 Men don’t choose to become leaders.  God calls and anoints them.  Men may 
have the desire to lead, but they need God’s anointing to lead.  God’s anointing flows 
through the leaders of the church.  If the leaders are not good leaders, God’s anointing 
and blessing will not be upon that church.  If the leaders are called by God, anointed 
by God and humble, God’s anointing and blessing will be upon the church and the city. 
 When God appoints a leader in the church we must respect that man and work 
together with him to fulfill God’s plan for that church and that city. 
 
Many times the leaders understand and know about things the members of the church 
don’t understand or know.  God helps them understand these things and they have an 
anointing from God to lead.  Therefore, the members of the church should be careful 
about criticizing or complaining against the leaders of the church. 
 
Abraham   Genesis 12:1-3 
Moses   Exodus 3:9-10 
Joshua   Numbers 27:18-21  
Samuel   1 Samuel 3:1-21 
David    1 Samuel 16:13 
Peter    Matthew 4:18-20 
James and John  Matthew 4:21-22 
Paul    Acts 9:1-19 
 
 In the church God calls five men to serve the Universal Church to train the 
Christians to serve God’s purposes.   Ephesians 4:11-12.   
 
Apostles  
An apostle is someone who has the ability to travel from one place to another place, 
preach the Gospel, people repent and he opens a church.  He also has the ability to 
help that church grow and give wisdom from God to that church.   



 
Prophets   
Prophets are men who have the ability to hear from God and speak God’s word to the 
church.  Sometimes they speak to encourage the church with a word from God for that 
moment.  Sometimes he prophecies, which means he tells them what God wants 
them to do for that moment or in the future as an individual or as a church. Sometimes 
he tells them what will happen in the future for that country, city, etc. 
 
Evangelists  
This is a person who has ability from God to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ in 
a very clear way and people repent.  Sometimes he travels from one place to another 
place and sometimes he stays in one church.  The difference between an Apostle and 
an Evangelist seems to be that the evangelist doesn’t open churches and train pastors 
and teachers to lead the church.  Perhaps he trains people in the church how to share 
the Good News, too. 
 
 These three men usually have one church, but they are not the leaders of that 
church.  They fellowship with Christians in one church, but usually they travel more 
than they stay. 
 
Pastors   
A pastor is a man who has a special gift from God to care for Christians  in one place. 
 He leads the church in that place and helps the Christians grow and fulfill God’s plan 
there. 
 
Teachers   
A teacher is a man who has a special gift from God to explain God’s Word so that the 
Christians will become mature.   
 
 All these men have special ability and calling from God to do this work.  The 
Holy Spirit  gives them this ability.  Actually each person has a spiritual gift from God, 
but these men have received a special gift to serve the church as leaders. 
 
 
Leaders in the Local Church 
 
 In the Local Church there are deacons and elders.  These groups have their 
responsibilities to help lead the church. 
 
Elders.  Acts 14:14, 21-23; 15:6, 22; 21:17-18; 20:28-31; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; 5:17; Titus 

1:1-9; James 5:14.  The Elders are a group of men who serve the church with 
the pastor.  Sometimes the Elders are also the staff of the church and 
sometimes they are volunteers.  The Bible gives us qualifications for Elders the 
same as that of a pastor. 

 
The responsibility of the Elders is to help oversee the spiritual affairs of the church.  
He is to help rule over the church and help teach the church God’s ways.  Like the 
pastor, the elder is to be a watchman and protect the church from evil people and 
false teachings.  They are to help care for the needs of the church.  Like the pastor 
they visit the members of the church. 



 
The Elders help decide about the future of the church and it’s programs.  Sometimes 
they have their own ideas and they discuss this together with the Pastor and decide 
together.  An Elder does not create programs by himself without first discussing the 
idea with the Pastor.   
 
The Elders help oversee the financial affairs of the church.  They work with the pastor 
and office staff to create and implement the budget of the church.   
 
The Elders are men who know the Word of God and are mature Christians.  They are 
involved in the ministries of the church and usually serve the church as a teacher, 
pastor, or small group leader or the oversee one program of the church. 
 
 These are some of the things an Elder does: 
 
 1. He helps oversee the affairs of the church, 1 Timothy 3:1 
 2. He teaches the Bible, 1 Timothy 3:2 
 3. He is a watchman in the church, Ezekiel 33:6-7 
 4. He is an example for the people, 1 Peter 5:3 
 5. He leads the people in the ways of God, Hebrews 13:7, 17 
 6. He give advice to people about their problems 
 7. He usually oversees a ministry of the church 
 
Senior Pastor.  Acts 15; Moses; Joshua; Revelation 2-3.  The senior pastor is the 

leader of the elders.  God calls one man to lead the church and the elders work 
together with him.  Here are some of the responsibilities of the senior pastor: 

 
1. He creates the vision.  The senior pastor hears from God about the vision.  

Usually he has a clear idea about what God wants to do in that church.  The 
elders and deacons add their ideas, but their ideas must agree with the vision 
of the Senior Pastor.   

 
 The senior pastor and elders meet together and make plans to fulfill the vision.  

Sometimes the senior pastor makes a decision and says, “This is what we will 
do.”  Sometimes he says, “This is what I think the Lord wants us to do, what do 
you think?”  Sometimes he will tell the elders, “You make the decision about 
what to do.” 

 
2. He usually preaches at the regular Sunday meeting.  Most churches meet on 

Sunday morning.  This is the time for all the church members to meet together. 
 The Sunday morning meeting is when the senior pastor gives spiritual food to 
God’s sheep so they can   grow.  Sunday morning is also when the senior 
pastor leads the church step-by-step to fulfill God’s plan for that church. 

 
3. He oversees the programs of the church.  This doesn’t mean he does all the 

programs of the church.  But, no program is created in the church unless they 
ask the senior pastor first.  No one is appointed as a leader unless they ask the 
senior pastor first.  Sometimes the senior pastor appoints a person or some 
people to oversee various programs in the church.  Those people must report 
to the senior pastor about their affairs.  They never make a decision which they 



know would not be according to the vision of the church and senior pastor. 
 
4. He creates new programs.  Usually the senior pastor has a vision. He has an 

idea of what the Lord wants to do in that church.  God usually speaks to the 
senior pastor about the programs of the church and he will create a new 
program.  Sometimes a leader of the church or a member will have a good idea 
about a program.  The senior pastor wants to know about that program.  He will 
pray and usually discuss it with the elders and they will decide if they want to 
create a new program.  Most of the time the senior pastor creates the new 
programs, but sometimes a member of the church hears from God to start a 
new program.  He discusses that idea with the senior pastor and allows him to 
decide what to do. 

 
5. He oversees the finances of the church.  Usually it is not a good idea for the 

senior pastor to count the offering by himself.  It’s a good idea for other faithful 
people to help him in this business.  However, the senior pastor should know 
about the offerings - how much was received each week.  Someone should 
report to him about the finances. Also, the senior pastor must have the authority 
to spend money on programs which he feels the church needs to do.  The 
church should create a system which allows the senior pastor to spend some 
money without the permission of the elders, but if he wants to spend a lot of 
money he should receive permission from the elders.  (We will teach more 
about this in another lesson.) 

 
 In this lesson we studied about leadership.  We saw that God establishes 
leaders and gives authority.  We saw that there is authority in the family, the 
government and the church.  These leaders represent God on the earth.  Leaders 
become leaders because God calls them, anoints them, and gives them the spiritual 
gifts to lead.  There are five leaders in the universal church.  There are two groups of 
leaders in the local church.  The elders and senior pastor work together to lead the 
church in spiritual matters.  In our next lesson we will study about the example of 
Moses and about the deacons. 



 
 
 

 

 
 
Doing God’s Work Together as a Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Two are better than one because they have a good return 
for their labor.  For if either of them falls, the one will 
lift up his companion.  But woe to the one who falls when 
there is not another to lift him up.  Furthermore, if two 
lie down together they can keep warm, but how can one 
be warm alone?  And if one can overpower him who is 
alone, two can resist him.  A cord of three strands is not 
quickly torn apart. 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 
Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at 
Rephidim.  So Moses said to Joshua, "Choose men for 
us, and go out, fight against Amalek.  Tomorrow I will 
station myself on top of the hill with the staff of God in 
my hand."  And Joshua did as Moses told him, and 
fought against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went 

up to the top of the hill.  So it came about when 
Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, 
and when he let his hand down, Amalek 
prevailed.   But Moses' hands were heavy.  then 
they took a stone and put it under him, and he 
sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his 
hands, one on one side and one on the other.  
Thus his hands were steady until the sun set.  
So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people 
with the edge of the sword. 

 
Exodus 17:8-12 
 
Now the whole earth used the same language and the 
same words.  And it came abut as they journeyed east, 
that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled 
there.   And they said to one another, "Come, let us make 
bricks and burn them  
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
thoroughly."  And they used brick for stone, and they 
used tar for mortar.  And they said, "Come, let 
us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will 
reach into heaven, and let us make for our-selves a 
name; lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the 
whole earth."  And the Lord came down to see the city 
and the tower which the sons of men had built.  And the 
Lord said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all 
have the same language.  And this is what they began to 
do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be 
impossible for them." 
 
Genesis 11:1-6  
 
The "team" or "support ministry" principle has been 
proven throughout the Scriptures and history to be one of 
the most effective dynamics of any healthy, successful 
local church.  The recognition and mobilization of 
qualified and competent support personnel has, for years, 
been one of the most overlooked and underemphasized 
tools for building a strong, vibrant church.  As we 
attempt to labor together, we want to be able to learn 
from the mistakes of previous generations in not giving 
proper and Scriptural value to ministries in the church 

other than that of senior leadership.  The team 
ministry concept is invaluable to the local church 
and will greatly enhance its ministries, but at the 
same time can cause great harm to the church and 
individuals unless certain principles are applied.  It 
is these problems and principles that we will now 
examine. 

 
Wrong Thinking of Team Ministry 
 
For through the grace of God given to me I say to every 
man among you not to think more highly of himself than 
he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound 
judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 
 
Romans 12:3 
 
 
 
 
 

The team ministry concept is 
invaluable to the local 
church and will greatly 
enhance its ministries 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are three attitudes toward supportive ministry that 
are destructive and will cause team ministry to fail: 
 
1. The “Climbing the Ladder” Attitude.  This 
attitude perceives supportive ministry as simply one rung 
in a ladder as we climb toward what we may consider 
"real ministry." 
 
2. “ I’m #2, Therefore I’m Not Important” 
Attitude.  This attitude is a result of a wrong perspective 
on the importance of senior ministry and that of 
supportive ministry in the church.  It perceives 
supportive ministry as inferior and of less value than the 
senior ministries. 
 
3. “ Helpers Are Not Important”  Attitude.  This 
too is the result of a wrong perspective of the importance 
of supportive ministry.  Since supportive ministry is 
perceived as of little importance little effort and inferior 
results abide. 
 
Principles of Team Ministry 
 
Due to the sinfulness of human nature, numerous 
problems can potentially arise within a team leadership.  
Ambition, desire for prominence, selfishness, hurt, 
anger, and different philosophical perspectives can work 
against a team and ultimately destroy it, scattering the 
sheep and leading others astray.  This is why the 
following principles must be diligently practiced by all 
team members. 
 

1. The principle of Recognizing One Another’s 
Spiritual Gifts and Abilities.  The one who 
practices this principle recognizes his own 
strengths and weaknesses as well as those of his 
co-workers.  We must realize that we are not 
Christ incarnate, but a portion of His body.  The 
Body of Christ collectively is the fullness of 
Christ (Ephesians 1:23).   There is not place for a 
"one-man show" in team ministry.  When one 
regards himself as all-sufficient he is deceived 
and has begun the downward spiral to 
devastation.  The following passages of Scripture 
further illustrates the principle of recognition: 

 



 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John 1:6-8, 19-23; 3:26-31; Romans 12:3-8 
 
2. The principle of Harmony and Unity.  Like the 

principle of recognition, this principle recognizes 
that it is the combination of many parts that make 
a whole.  In music a chord is made up of more 
than one note.  Each note has a unique, individual 
tone, but as they combine together they make a 
fuller sound.  The same is true in the Body of 
Christ.  Just because someone may function in a 
somewhat different manner doesn't mean they are 
wrong.  All the various parts of the body working 
together create harmony rather than dissonance.   
This principle can be seen in Philippians 1:27; 
2:1-2; 4:1-3. 

 
3. The principle of Giving Honor to One 

Another.  Once we acknowledge the principles 
of recognition and harmony we can then begin to 
hold one another in high regard, esteeming one 
another by expressing respect and admiration.  
True unity will come on a team when competition 
ends and genuine appreciation for one another's 
contribution to the team exists.  In order to 
perpetuate this, it needs to be expressed in 
tangible acts of kindness, humility, and 
deference.   This principle can be seen in 
Philippians 2:3-4 and I Thessalonians 5:12-13. 

 
4. The principle of Loyalty.  Loyalty may be 

defined as unswerving allegiance to one another.   
This does not mean there is not a place for 
differences, but that in public we stand together 
and support one another and that we deal with 
differences in a spirit of humility, patience, 
showing forbearance to one another in love, and 
being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:2-3).  Loyalty 
can be seen in I Samuel 24:1-10; 26:6-10; II 
Samuel 11:9; 18:12. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5. The principle of Relationships.  We must have 

more than a "business relationship" with one 
another.   As team members we are friends, 
supporting one another and sharing our lives 
together.  Team members should enjoy one 
another's company and spend time together in 
non-ministry activities.  I John 3:16 clearly 
illustrates this point. 

 
6. The principle of Communication.  In order for 

effective team ministry to exist, an open line of 
communication must exist between team 
members.  Perceptions, questions, and suspicions 
must be dealt with and open and honest, yet 
tactful and gentle communication must exist.  
Many relationships experience a rift as a result of 
poor communication.  (Amos 3:3) 

 
7. The principle of Forgiveness.  This principle is 

paramount in team ministry.  Mistakes are 
inevitable and offenses are unavoidable, therefore 
we must give room for each other to make errors.  
We must always be prepared to "bear all things, 
believe all things, hope all things, and endure all 
things" (I Corinthians 13:7).  We must always be 
prepared to extend forgiveness.   This principle 
can also be seen in Matthew 18:21-35 and 
Ephesians 4:32. 

 
8. The principle of having the same Vision and 

sacrificing for it.  As a ministry team much can 
be accomplished as long as we are united in 
purpose, seeing and speaking the same thing and 
sacrificing for it.  (Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 1:14; 
2:46; 4:23-32; Philippians 2:2 

 
9. The principle of having a positive attitude.  An 

attitude is a predisposed "bent" or inclination 
towards a person, circumstance, or institution.  
Destructive attitudes are a result of uncontrolled 
thoughts.  Every thought should be brought 
captive to the obedience of Christ (2Corinthians 
10:5) and held up against the light of God's  

 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Word.  Divisive thoughts should be dealt with.  Four 
attitudes which need to exist in team members are: 

 
• Humility - Being willing to take the back seat 

and be behind the scene.  Being willing to not 
have to receive recognition. 

 
• Teachability - Knowing that we don't know 

everything nor do we have all the answers.  Being 
willing to receive instruction, correction, and 
admonition. 

 
• Flexibility - Understanding that our methods, 

timing, and conveniences are subject to others.  
We need to be prepared to stretch and bend with 
the circumstances.  "Go with the flow." 

 
• Servanthood -  Not grasping for our rights, but 

emptying ourselves of self-ambition and self-
fulfillment.  Being willing to spend ourselves for 
someone else. 

 
 
In order to become the church and leader that God wants 
us to be, we must be willing to flow together as a team.  
Support ministries are invaluable to achieve this end.  
Although conflicts, misunderstandings, and problems 
have the potential of occurring, nevertheless, we will 
experience fulfillment in our own place on that team as 
we assist the entire team in achieving their goal.  
Understanding and practicing these principles will aid us 
in accomplishing that very thing. 
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 Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Training Leaders in the Church 
 
 
 
 

If the church doesn’t train leaders it will eventually close its doors.  We must 
prepare the next generation to receive responsibility and continue to do the work of God. 
 

Moses was called to be a leader of God’s people.  Moses was pastor of a church 
with 3 million members.  Moses understood that to lead the church he had to train 
leaders to help him.  God does not have a plan for one man or one woman to lead the 
church by himself.  The church will not grow and the pastor doesn’t have enough 
strength to do everything in the church.  Moses choose seventy  men to work together 
with him.  Exodus 18:1-27.  Moses also choose one man to work together with him and 
lead the people of Israel after he died - Joshua.  Numbers 27:18-23.  Moses choose 
Joshua and trained him and eventually Joshua became the leader over God’s people 
and the work of God continued.  But Joshua did wrong.  Joshua didn’t train a leader to 
lead God’s people after he died.  Therefore, every man did what was right in his own 
eyes, the enemies of Israel attacked them and ruled over them and the work of God did 
not continue.  We read about all these problems in the Book of Judges.  Judges 1:1, 
10-13; 21:25.  We must train leaders in the local church to work together so the work of 
God will increase and to lead the church after the pastor. 
 

When the Lord Jesus came to this earth He knew He would live 33 ½ years, then 
die as the sacrifice for the sins of all people.  But Jesus did not come only to die.  He 
came to establish the Kingdom of God on this earth.  He came to establish His church.  
Jesus knew He must train leaders to continue the work of God after he returned to 
heaven.  Immediately after Jesus began His ministry in Israel He began to choose men 
to be with Him.  These men would become the twelve disciples of the Lord Jesus that 
would continue His work after He returned to heave.  Matthew 4:18-22.  Jesus knew 
that if He did not train leaders the work of God would not continue.  We must train 
leaders to serve together with us to do the work of God. 
 

The Apostle Paul trained Timothy and Titus to continue the work of God.  Paul 
gives us God’s Word in 2 Timothy 2:2.   
 

Every Christian Has Potential to Become a Leader 
 

When I look at the Christians in our church I see young people, old people, many 
poor people, educated people and people with only a little education.  But I see every 
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person as a servant of God that has a gift from God and whom God has called to serve 
in His church.  Romans 12:3-8.  It is my responsibility as a pastor to help those 
Christians grow as a Christian and enter their ministry.  It is my responsibility to train 
them to become disciples and leaders in the church.  It is their responsibility to prepare 
themselves to receive training and to be faithful to the work God has called them to do.  
Romans 12:1-2.   
 

Everybody has some ability.   God wants each Christian’s ability to increase.  We 
give responsibility to these people according to their ability.  If they have a little ability we 
give them a little responsibility.  If they have more ability we give them more 
responsibility.   Luke 19:11-26.  As they receive responsibility and are faithful to fulfill 
those responsibilities their ability will grow.  As we are faithful with what we have, God 
will give us more.   
 

Whom Do We Train? 
 

Jesus preached the Good News to many people, but He invited a few to follow 
Him and become His disciples.  Each person must decide if they will receive training or 
not.  The disciples of Jesus had to choose if they would live life as a normal person and 
sacrifice everything to follow Jesus.  Jesus calls each person who follows Him to leave 
the ways of this world and sacrifice, but leaders must sacrifice.  Therefore, whom to we 
train?  We train the people who separate themselves from the world and prepare 
themselves to receive training.  We train the people who are faithful to receive training.  
Even though every person has ability, we train those who are faithful, who sacrifice and 
who serve. 
 

I’ve served Jesus for many years and I’ve had a heart to train leaders and 
disciples of the Lord Jesus.  I’ve prepared to sacrifice my time and money to train 
leaders.  I used to meet with some men one day a week at 6:00 AM to train them.  I 
used to have a lot of men who met with me, but only a few were faithful.  I used to invite 
men to go with me to do the work of God.  I used to invite a lot of men, but only a few 
men were faithful to go with me.  If a person does not prepare themselves to receive 
training they will not become a leader or disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We must 
choose to sacrifice our time and money.   
 

In our church we have many opportunities to receive training.  I see some 
Christians in our church who think they want to become a leader, but they are not 
faithful.  They are not faithful to meet and study the Bible.  They are not faithful to buy 
the book or attend the seminar or go with me.  The are too busy.  These people are 
Christians, but I will not spend time with them to train them.  I teach the Bible every 
Tuesday and Thursday evening.  This is difficult for me because I have a family and my 
children miss me.  But I sacrifice to train faithful young men and women.  Some 
Christians in our church choose to study English at 7:00 Tuesday and Thursday, then 
they ask me if I will spend time with them and teach them the Bible.  They make time to 
study English, but they don’t make time to study the Bible.  I will not meet with those 
people.  But if I meet a person who is willing to sacrifice and who really wants to grow as 
a Christian, I will sacrifice to train them.  As a pastor I watch the people in our church.  I 
know the faithful disciples and those who are not so faithful.  I know the ones who want 
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to lead, but they don’t serve.  I know the ones who want to lead, but they don’t prepare 
themselves to receive training.  We train the people who are faithful, the people who 
sacrifice and the people who serve. 
 

Some people don’t want to serve but they want to lead.  What did Jesus say 
about that?  Mark 10:35-45. 
 

How Do We Train? 
 

The Word of God is our pattern.  We don’t build the church of Jesus Christ 
according to our own ideas, but according to the pattern God has already revealed in 
the Bible.  As we observe the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, we see His 
pattern and example.  This is the method Jesus used to train the disciples and leaders 
who would continue the work of God after He returned to heaven: 
 
1. He Choose Them.  Jesus didn’t choose people with a lot of ability already or a 

lot of money or a popular name.  He invited many to follow Him, but He choose 
the faithful.  Some of these men were rejected by society.  Some of them used to 
be very bad sinners, but Jesus didn’t look on the outside, He looked at their 
heart.  We choose people to train because of their heart.  Many times we see 
someone who dresses nice, has a high education or has a lot of ability already 
and we want to choose them to work together with us.  But sometimes these 
people are proud and they don’t want to serve or sacrifice.  They want authority 
and a position, but they don’t want to serve.  We don’t choose people to train 
because of what’s on the outside, but because of what’s on the inside.  Jesus 
prayed that God would show Him who to choose.  He trusted that God would 
guide Him to choose the right people.   

 
2. Jesus Spent Time With Them.  Jesus choose these men and then He spent 

time with them.  He fellowshipped with them.  They ate together, worked together 
and played together.  The wise pastor will spend time with the people he chooses 
to train.  He will not only spend time teaching them, but he will spend time at their 
house, eating with them and fellowshipping together.  We spend time together to 
know each other.  Also, you will understand if these people will receive from you. 
 Will they receive your training or do they only have their own plan?  If you are 
training someone, they must respect you and receive your teaching.  Some 
people want to spend time with you because they want something from you.  
Perhaps you have a nice motorcycle and they think that if they spend time with 
you, you will let them borrow the motorcycle.  Perhaps they need a place to sleep 
or they think you can do something to help them.  When we spend time together 
we know one another’s heart.  Therefore, if there is a person we want to train, we 
spend time with them to know them. 

 
3. They Must Dedicate Themselves.  There are many people who want to follow 

Jesus, but only a few who will dedicate themselves to them to do His work on this 
earth.  A person dedicates themselves when they make time to meet with you 
and are faithful to meet.  They buy the books or things they need to buy to 
prepare themselves.  They attend the seminar or go with you when you invite 



76 
 

them to go.  Therefore, we look for people who are faithful and dedicate 
themselves to receive training. 

 
4. We Impart to Them.  This is when we begin training them.  We tell them and 

show them and let them experience what we want them to know and do.  When 
we train we teach by lecture, we discuss together, we give them work to do.  We 
tell them everything we know and everything we think.  We show them how to do 
it and why to do it.  We explain why we do what we do.  If we only show them how 
to do it but don’t explain why, they will not be fully trained.  They must understand 
our reasons for doing something.  We train in the classroom, in small groups and 
when we work together. 

 
When I train leaders in our church I train them by meeting together and teaching 
them.  I explain the principles of the Bible.  When we understand principle then 
we can make decisions correctly.  If all I understand is facts, then I will not be 
able to solve problems.  If I understand principles and reasons, then I can do the 
work and solve the problems, too. 

 
We train in every situation.  We meet together to pray, to work and study.  As we 
walk along the street or travel from one place to another we talk about the work.  
I explain what I’m going to do or what I just did and why I did it.  I explain exactly - 
point 1, 2, 3.  I ask questions and listen to their answer.  I give them books and 
cassettes.  I take them to seminars.  I introduce them to other leaders who have 
different ideas from me or who can add to what I already taught them.  If I can 
train them to do something which they need to do, I find someone else whom I 
trust to train them.  If we send our leaders to someone to receive training we 
must be careful.  We should know the person and trust them.  They should have 
good character and a good reputation.  We don’t want to send our leaders to 
receive teaching from false leaders or people with bad character.  Bad character 
produces bad character.  Even if the person has much ability, if they have bad 
character they will impart that bad character to their students.   

 
Therefore, when we train leaders we tell them exactly what we want them to do 
and why we want them to do it.  We show them how to do it, then we watch them 
do it. 

 
5. Allow Them to Do It.  After Jesus has spent time with His disciples and had 

trained them some, He allowed them to do the work.  He sent them out to preach 
and teach and heal the sick people.  They were not fully trained  yet, but He sent 
them out.  As we are training the leaders in our church we must give them 
responsibility and let them to the work.  We show tell them what to do, show them 
what to do and then allow them to do it.  Perhaps we give them a little 
responsibility to teach a lesson with us or for us.  Perhaps we let them oversee a 
meeting.  Whatever we train them to do we must allow them to do it.  When we 
give someone responsibility we must give them authority, too.  We must give 
them the right to make decisions.  But we have not yet released them to do the 
work by themselves so they don’t make all the decisions and they don’t make 
important decisions with out our advice.  They don’t change the program, but 
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they do the program.  Also, they report to us what they are doing.  We continue to 
guide them and oversee them and they report to us. 

 
6. We Supervise Them.  After we tell them and show them what to do, we allow 

them to do it and we watch them do it.  We supervise them.  We observe his 
ability to see if he does exactly as he should do.  We also observe the results of 
his activity and give advice.  Did he do what I told him to do?  Did he have good 
results?  Does he like what he’s doing? 

 
7. We Release Them.  Finally, after we have trained them, worked together with 

them, observed them, and corrected them we release them to do the work by 
themselves and to train other people.  We don’t have to wait until they are perfect 
to release them.  They must have ability and they must be trained, but we can 
release them even though they are perfect yet.  If their ministry is in the local 
church they are still under the authority of the Senior Pastor.  If we release them 
to a ministry outside the church we still have a relationship with them.  We hope 
that they will do as we taught them, but they must make their own choices 
according their own ministry.  We hope they will follow the principles in the Bible 
which never change.  Our methods change according to the situation, but 
principles don’t change.  We hope that they will begin to train leaders that work 
together with them and prepare the next generation to serve God and continue 
His work. 

 
It is essential that we train leaders and teach those leaders how to train other 

leaders.  We teach them the principles in the Bible and the our methods.  We choose 
men and women who have a good heart and are faithful to receive training and continue 
the work.  This is our life.  This is our work.  We receive from other people and we give 
to other people.  This is God’s method to continue His work on this earth. 
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The Meetings of the Church 
 
 
 
 
 The religion of Jesus is a religion that meets together.  Christians meet 
together.  Hebrews 10:25.  If a Christian doesn’t meet with other Christians it will be 
difficult for him to grow.  It will be easy for him to be deceived.  It will be easy for him to 
walk the wrong path.  God has created the church to be the body of Christ.  We need 
each other.  God has called us to work together and meet together.  In this lesson we 
will study about the place where the Christians meet and the various meetings of the 
church. 
 

The Meeting Place 
 

 The church can meet in various places.  We can meet in a beautiful building, in 
a small shack, by the riverside or under a coconut tree.  Don’t think we must have a 
beautiful building.  Where did the first Christians meet?  As we read the Book of Acts 
we see that they met: 
 
1. In an upper room.  Acts 1:13.  This was possibly the house of one of the 

Christians or it was a big room they rented or someone let them borrow. 
 
2. In the temple.  Acts 2:46; Acts 5:12. The first Christians did not own a beautiful 

building for themselves.  Many of the Christians didn’t have large houses.  
Therefore they met on the porch of the Jewish temple. At that time it wasn’t a 
problem but later the Jewish leaders would not allow five thousand people to 
meet and worship Jesus Christ.   

 
3. In various houses.  Acts 2:46; 12:12.  The church in Jerusalem had more than 

5,000 members.  They didn’t have one place for everyone to meet, so they met 
in many different places.  They met in people’s homes.  Perhaps fifty or a 
hundred people can fit into one home, so you see that many of the Christians 
opened their home to the church. 

 
4. They met on the third floor of a building.  Acts 20:8.  Perhaps they rented 

this building or perhaps one of the Christians in the church was a businessman 
and allowed them to use the building for their meetings. 
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 As the church continued to grow they eventually had enough money to rent a 

big building for their meetings and buy buildings.  But the church continued to 
meet together in one place and also in houses. 

 
 

Different Meetings in the Church 
 

 There are five different meetings in the church.  Sometimes we establish one 
meeting for one purpose and other times one meeting has several purposes.  But 
when we plan the program of our church we should include these kind of meetings: 
 
1. Meetings for Prayer.  Acts 4:23-24; 12:12; 16:13.   Every Christian should pray 

by himself, but God wants the Christians to meet together to pray, too.   God 
pours out a special blessing upon Christians when they meet together to pray.  
There is power in the unity of our prayers.  Therefore, every church should 
have special meetings for prayer. 

 
2. Meetings for Evangelism.  Acts 2; 10.  Every Christian should evangelize, but 

sometimes the church creates special meetings for evangelism.  These may be 
parties, concerts, dramas or meetings to declare the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  These meetings may preach the Gospel or they may be bridge 
meetings between to church and the community.  Sometimes we have 
meetings or parties just to show the love and kindness of God to unbelievers.  
We don’t preach to them, but just show kindness and make relationships with 
them.  We can have the meetings at the building of the church or go to where 
the sinners are - jails, schools, villages, homes, etc. 

 
3. Meetings for Ministry.  1 Corinthians 14:26.  In our meetings we should give 

opportunity for the spiritual gifts to be used, for people to sing and prophesy 
and encourage one another.  These kinds of meetings are usually for 
Christians only.  We open our hearts for God to speak to us 

 
4. Meetings for Teaching.  Acts 18:11; 20:20, 27; 1 Timothy 4:13.  Sometimes 

the church meets together to study the Bible.  Perhaps at that meeting they 
don’t sing or only sing one or two songs because they come together to study 
the Bible.  Sometimes one person speaks and the others listen, other times 
they discuss the lesson and share their ideas. 

 
5.  Meetings for Fellowship.  Acts 2:46.  It is important for the pastor to organize 

meetings for fellowship.  It’s very important for the members of  the church to 
fellowship together, know one another, and play together.  We can do this in  
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 small groups, according to districts in the city or as an entire church.  From time-to-

time the pastor should plan meetings for fellowship.  This is also a good time to 
invite non-Christians. 

 
What Do We Do in These Meetings 

 
 Each church has their own program and meet according to their conditions.  
But we must also follow the pattern which is in the New Testament, too.  Sometimes 
Christians follow their traditions rather than God’s pattern in the Bible.  God gives us a 
pattern because He knows what will give us success.  The history of the church of 
Jesus Christ shows that many churches create their own traditions.  Some of these 
traditions are not bad.  But some traditions are against God’s pattern.  We should 
search the New Testament to find God’s pattern for the church and the meetings of 
the church. 
 
1. Singing.  Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:18-20.  In these verses the Holy Spirit 

tells us through Paul that Christians should sing when they come together.  
Singing prepares us for the presence of God and creates a throne for God to 
dwell in our midst.  There are three kinds of songs which we can sing: 

 
a. Psalms.   A psalm is a song that is sung with an instrument that has strings.  

King David, Solomon, Moses and others in that era wrote many psalms to God. 
 David used to play his instrument like a guitar and sing praises to God.   A 
psalm is a song of praise and worship to God that comes from our heart.  We 
sing songs to God and speak to Him through these songs from our heart. 

 
b. Hymns.  Hymns are songs that people create that usually don’t sing to God but 

about God.  Sometimes a hymn is longer than a psalm and has many verses.   
 
c. Spiritual Songs.  A spiritual song is a song that the Holy Spirit gives us.  We 

don’t create this song before, but we sing it as the Holy Spirit fills our heart.  
Sometimes it is a song that prophesies the Rhema Word of God, or it is a song 
from us to our Heavenly Father. 

 
In these verses we see the power of singing: 1 Samuel 16:22-23; 2 Chronicles 20:22 
 
2. Teaching.  1 Timothy 4:13.  The pastor and other leaders should teach the people 

when they come together.  We should teach them exactly what the Bible says 
about various subjects, including God, this world, man, and how to live in this 
world.  We can lecture with one person standing in front of a group of people or we 
can study togther in small groups and discuss the teaching. 
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3. Read the Bible.  1 Timothy 4:13.  When we teach we should read the Bible 
and the church should see the Word of God with their own eyes.  Luke 4:14-
21; Acts 13:13-15.  It is the Word of God which changes the life of people.  It is 
the Word of God that helps people to become stable and grow. 

 
4. Exhortation.  1 Timothy 4:13.  How do we encourage people?  We can pray 

for them.  We can invite them to tell us their problems and then lay hands on 
them and pray for them.  We can ask members of our church to speak from 
their testimony and tell about the blessing of God or what God has did in their 
life.  Their testimony encourages other Christians to trust God.  Acts 2:40; 1 
Thessalonians 4:1; Hebrews 3:13. 

 
5. Pray.  The Book of Acts is filled with examples of the church praying together.  

The church of Jesus Christ prays.  We pray and invite God to meet with us, we 
pray for the Word of God, we pray for guests, we pray for the singers and 
pastor and we pray for the people and their problems.  In another lesson we will 
study more about prayer in the church.  We can stand and pray, Luke 18:11, 
13, kneel and pray, Acts 7:60; 9:40; 20:36, fall on our face and pray, Matthew 
26:39.  We should pray for God to heal people, James 5:14.   

 
6. Communion.  Luke 22:14-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42; 20:7.  From 

time-to-time Christians receive communion together.  History books tell us that 
the first Christians received communion each week.  Some churches receive 
communion one time each month.  Jesus said as we remember Him we should 
receive communion.  He didn’t tell us how many times in one month or one 
year.  We receive communion to remember the work of Jesus Christ.  We 
declare His death and resurrection when we receive communion.  We receive 
communion to help us remember that we are one body and have one life.  1 
Corinthians 10:16-17.  When we receive communion we also examine 
ourselves and our relationship with God and other people and we confess our 
sins and repent.  1 Corinthians 11:28-32; 5:7-8; John 11:55. 

 
6. Receive Offerings.  1 Corinthians 16:2.  It’s appropriate to receive offerings in the 

church.  God’s plan is for the members of the church to support the program of the 
church by giving.  In the Old Testament God commanded Israel to give 10% to 
support God’s work.  Genesis 14:20; 28:22; Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:21.  
Israel also gave offerings for special situations.  Exodus 25:2; Deuteronomy 
16:17.  

 
Giving in the Book of Acts: 
 
4:32  They considered that nothing belonged to themselves but they shared 

with people who had a need. 
4:34  Not one person lacked anything. 
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4:35  They gave out according to the needs of the people. 
11:29  Every person gave according to his ability. 
20:35  They supported the weak people. 
 
 Teaching From the New Testament About Giving: 
 
1. The church should take care of the members of that church,  
 Acts 4:32-35 
2. Honor and help true widows.   1 Timothy 5:3. 
3. Help support leaders in the church, 1 Timothy 5:17-18. 
4. Help other churches, Acts 11:29. 
5. We should work so we can help other people, Ephesians 4:28. 
6. We should give cheerfully, 2 Corinthians 9:7. 
7. We should give according to our ability, 2 Corinthians 16:2. 
8. When we give we show that we really love, 2 Corinthians 8:8 
9. God will bless and reward us when we give, Luke 6:38;  
 2 Corinthians 8:2; 9:8. 
 
8. Discipline.  1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 6:1-8; Matthew 18:15-20; 2 Thessalonians 

3:6, 14.  There are times in the church when it’s appropriate to judge some 
members of the church who commit serious sin.  This doesn’t happen often, 
but if a leader commits sin we must explain to the whole church and punish 
him.  In a small church if a member commits serious sin and doesn’t repent 
from that sin we must discipline that person.  We only discipline if the person 
doesn’t repent from their sin and continues to sin.  The goal of discipline is to 
restore that person back to the church.  It is to embarrass them so they will 
repent.  The goal is also to purify the church and so the other Christians will 
fear the Lord and honor the church.    We first meet with the person privately 
and try to persuade them to repent.  If they don’t repent we take another person 
and meet with them.  If they reject both people then we inform the elders of the 
church or the entire church and explain the problems.  We always discipline by 
love and with much patience.  Galatians 6:1-2; 1 Timothy 1:3-5; 1 
Thessalonians 5:14. 

 
9. Baptism.  Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2:38; 8:15-16, 38; 9:18; 10:46-48.  As 

people repent they should receive baptism.  Baptism is sign that we really 
believe in Jesus as our Savior.  We should be careful about baptizing people 
too quickly and be careful not to wait too long.  People should show spiritual 
fruit that they really believe.  We don’t know the hearts of people, only God 
knows their heart, but we can watch their life.  The actions of their life reveals 
their faith and if they really believe in Jesus as their Savior.  

 
10. Laying Hands Upon People.  Hebrews 6:1-3.  Jesus and the apostles always 

laid hands on people to bless them and pray for them.  Matthew 19:15; Mark 
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6:5; 16:17-18; Acts 8:8.  We also lay hands on people to appoint them as 
leaders.  Acts 13:1-3; 6:6; 1 Timothy 4:14; 5:22; 2 Timothy 1:6.  Laying 
hands on people is important.  The author of the Book of Hebrews says it is a 
foundational teaching of the church.  Why is it important to lay hands on 
people?   

a. Identification.  When we lay hands on someone we identify with them.  In the 
Old Testament when an Israelite came to the temple to offer a sacrifice they 
would lay their hands on the sacrifice and confess their sins.  By laying their 
hands on the sacrifice they would confess that they should receive punishment 
for their sins, but this offering will receive the punishment instead of them.  
Leviticus 1:4; 3:2, 8, 13; 4:4, 15, 24, 29, 33; 16:20-22. 

 
b. Impartation.  When we lay our hands upon a person our hands represent that 

God is imparting something to the person - forgiveness, healing, blessing, 
power, etc.  When we lay hands on them we impart something from God.  
There is power in laying hands on people.  Genesis 48:14; 2 Chronicles 
30:12; Ezra 7:9.  When the Jesus and His disciples laid hands on people the 
imparted healing, blessing or the Holy Spirit.  Acts 8:17; 9:17; 19:6. 

 
c. Consecration.  When we lay hands on something or someone we dedicate 

them to God.  This may be a person we are dedicating to God or our 
possessions.  Numbers 8:9-10; 27:18-23. 

 
 When we lay hands on people we associate with them.  The person who lays 

hands on them says, “I am imparting to you from God, instead of God.”  The 
person who lays hands has authority from God to bless in God’s place and give 
or confirm what God is doing.   The one who received the hands on him is 
saying, “I submit myself to the person who lays hands on me and to the Lord 
and I receive from them.”  We lay hands upon people according to God’s 
authority and God’s Word.  If God blesses someone we must bless them.  If 
God doesn’t bless someone we must not bless them.  There is also a warning 
about laying hands on people: 1 Timothy 5:22. 

 
11. Lift Hands.  1 Timothy 2:8.  We lift our hands to God to as a way to worship 

Him.  Lifting our hands represents that we surrender our life to Him as an 
offering and we invite Him to rule in our life.  Psalm 14:1-2; 28:2; 63:4; 134:2; 
143:6; Lamentations 2:19.   

 
12. Anoint With Oil.  James 5:14.  In the Bible, oil represents the Holy Spirit.  Acts 

10:38.  When we anoint people it represents the Holy Spirit coming upon them 
to do something in their life - heal them, dedicate them, appoint them.  In 
Exodus 30:22-33 God gives instructions about the holy anointing oil which 
Israel used to anoint people and things.  Special oil was used in the lamp, too. 
This oil represents the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of God’s people.  In 
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the church people should tell the elders if they are sick and the elders should 
visit them or pray for them in the church meeting, anoint them with oil and pray 
for them by faith. 

 
 If we want to build a church that pleases Jesus’ heart we will build according to 
the pattern in the New Testament.  The things in this lesson are examples of some of 
the things that we should do in the church meeting.  We don’t have to do all these 
things in one church meeting, but in the life of the church the pastor and leaders 
should do these things. 
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The Presence of God 
 
 
 
 

Moses, the servant of God, had experienced the presence of God on the 
Mountain of Sinai and it had changed his life. As he prepared to lead God’s people into 
the land of Canaan he tells God one thing: “Your presence must go with me.”  Exodus 
33:12-16.  Moses understood that God’s presence is a sign of God’s please with His 
people and His presence would show that His people are different from all other people. 
  
 

Churches such as ours understand something about the presence of God that 
makes us different from some other churches.  We have a strong desire to experience 
His presence.  In this lesson we will study clearly about the presence of God. 
 

Understanding God’s Presence 
 

God reveals His presence in two ways: As the “universal presence” and the 
presence that He reveals at one time for one reason. 
 
1. The Universal Presence of God.  Psalm 139:7-12; Jeremiah 23:24.  We know 

that God fills the universe.  His presence fills everything.  His presence is on the 
mountain and in the ocean.  We cannot go anyplace without God’s presence 
being there. 

 
2. The Presence Which God Reveals.  Genesis 3:8; 2 Chronicles 5:11-14.  

Sometimes God reveals His presence and power in one place at one time.  He 
will do this to encourage His people, show His glory, speak to someone or defeat 
His enemy.  When God’s presence is revealed something happens in the lives of 
the people who experience His presence.   

 
3. The Face of God.  The Hebrew word for “presence of God” means the face of 

God.  It means that God turns His face toward us.  We don’t see His face like we 
see the face of each other, but it means that when God reveals His presence He 
is looking at us and is interested in us.  He turns His face toward us to receive us, 
bless us, or show His anger to someone. 

Examples of God Revealing His Presence 
 

1. Genesis 3:8.  God used to walk in the Garden of Eden each evening and 
fellowship with Adam and Eve.  God wants to reveal Himself to His people.  
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Perhaps at that time God created a body for Himself to fellowship with them, or 
perhaps He revealed His glory and spoke from His glory.  We don’t know.  But 
we do know that God revealed His presence to Adam and Eve and He wants to 
reveal His presence to us, too. 

 
2. Exodus 40:33-38.  When they finished the Tabernacle God revealed His 

presence and dwelt in the Most Holy Place.  His glory and presence dwelt in the 
Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle above the Ark of the Covenant.  The Ark of 
the Covenant represented the presence of God.   

 
The Ark of the Covenant traveled with Israel to every place they went.  This 
represented that God’s presence went with them every where they went.  During 
the time of the judges the Philistines took the Ark to their cities and everyplace 
they took they had disease and plagues.  1 Samuel 5:1-12.  After that the Ark sat 
for twenty years in the house of Obed-Edom until David brought it to Jerusalem.  
1 Samuel 7:1-2.  King Saul wasn’t interested in the presence of God.  He wasn’t 
interested in bringing the ark back to the Tabernacle.  But David understood 
about the presence of God.  David wanted the presence of God near him so he 
commanded his servants to bring it back to Jerusalem with great celebration.  1 
Chronicles 13:1-8; 15:1-29.  David brought the Ark to the Mountain of Zion in 
Jerusalem and put it in a tent that had three sides.  Also in Jerusalem they put 
the Tabernacle on the Mountain of Gibeon.  On the Mountain of Gibeon some 
people worshiped Jehovah according to the old ways, but God’s presence wasn’t 
there.  They offered sacrifices and followed all the laws for sacrifice, but God was 
not with them.  On the Mountain of Zion David prepared a new way of worship in 
the presence of God with priests singing praise to God every hour every day.  On 
Mount Gibeon they offered sacrifice to God with animals, on Mount Zion they 
offered the sacrifice of praise to God.  David understood about God’s heart and 
His presence.  This is a picture of two kinds of churches: Some churches meet 
together and follow all of the traditions and even teach the Bible, but God’s 
presence is not with them.  Other churches have a strong desire for God’s 
presence.  Our church has a strong desire for God’s presence. 

 
3. 2 Chronicles 5:11-14; 6-7:3.  When Solomon dedicated the temple in 

Jerusalem God revealed His glory and His presence.  Notice that when they 
praised and worshiped God His glory filled the temple.   

 
4. Acts 2:1-4.  After the disciples met together and prayed for ten days the 

presence of God filled the room and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
spoke in tongues.  After that they preached the Word of God and three thousand 
people repented and were added to the church. 

 
5. Acts 4:23-31.  There was much persecution against the Christians so they came 

together to pray.  After they all lifted their voices and prayed and praised God He 
revealed His presence and encouraged the believers.   

 
 

Why Does God Reveal His Presence? 
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He reveals His presence to show us that He really is real.  He wants people to 

see and feel His presence and know that He is a living God.  He also reveals His 
presence to confirm His Word and show that He supports what His people are doing.  
He reveals His presence to speak to His people to tell them to do something.  He 
reveals His presence to encourage and comfort His people and to help their faith grow.   
 

Sometimes God really reveals His glory or does something wonderful in the 
midst.  Most of the time we feel God’s presence.  When we pray and worship God if we 
look for God’s presence we will experience His presence.   
 

What is the Result of God Revealing His Presence? 
 

1. We Are Changed.  Exodus 3-4; 2 Corinthians 3:18.  Moses met God on the 
mountain of Sinai.  He was shy and didn’t want to go to Egypt, but after he 
experienced the presence of God he was changed.  He had courage.  When we 
really experience the presence of God we are changed.  That’s why we want 
people to experience the presence of God in our church meetings, because God 
can change them.   As leaders we can encourage them, pray for them, teach 
them, but only God can change them.  We want the people in our church to 
experience the presence of God. 

 
2. We Hear From God.  Exodus 25:22.  When we are in God’s presence we can 

hear God’s voice.  He will speak to us.  He will speak to us by prophecy, by the 
words of a song, a verse from the Bible or He will put a thought into our mind.  If 
we look for God’s voice we will find it in His presence. 

 
3. People See That We Are God’s People.  Exodus 33:16.  When unbelievers 

come to our meetings they will see us worship God and they experience His 
presence, too.  They will know there is a living God and that the religion of Jesus 
is different from other religions. 

 
4. We Are Touched in Our Spirit, Soul, and Body.  2 Chronicles 5-7.  In God’s 

presence we receive healing for our body, strength for our body, encouragement 
for our soul and God speaks to our spirit.  Our entire self receives from God. 

 
5. The Enemy is Scattered and His Power is Broken.   2 Chronicles 20:20-22.  

When God’s presence fills our meeting, our life, our house Satan and evil spirits 
cannot stay.  They must leave.  Evil spirits will not stay in a place where God’s 
presence dwells. 

 
6. We Experience Fullness of Joy.  Psalm 16:11.  When we experience God’s 

presence we experience fullness of joy.  We are happy and have peace in God’s 
presence. 

 
7. People Repent and Receive Jesus.  Acts 2.  On this day three thousand people 

received Jesus as their Savior because the disciples experienced the presence 
of God.  God’s presence gave them boldness to preach the Gospel and people 
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responded to the presence of God in the disciples. 
 
8. The Church Receives Strength.  Acts 4.  When the Christians in our church 

experience the presence of God they receive encouragement and strength from 
the Lord and the entire church receives strength and grows. 

 
9. People Who Are Under Satan’s Power Receive Freedom.  Acts 16:25-26.  In 

this situation Paul was in jail.  The presence of God filled the jail and Paul was set 
free.  Many people are in spiritual jails.  They are in the jail of fear, poverty, pride, 
hopelessness.  When they experience the presence of God they are set free 
from Satan’s power. 

 
What Brings the Presence of God to Us? 

 
2 Chronicles is an example of how the people prepared themselves to experience 

the presence of God.  We must prepare ourselves to experience God’s presence.  How 
do we do that? 
 
1. Dedicate Ourselves to God.  5:11-12.  These people made themselves holy.  

They confessed their sins and turned away from their sins.  If we want to 
experience the presence of God we must be holy.  We must remove bitterness, 
anger and sin from our life and ask God to forgive us.  This is how we prepare 
ourselves to receive the presence of God. 

 
2. Unity.  5:13.  When we do things in unity and all the people in the meeting have 

one mind and one heart, God will reveal His presence.  It’s our desire that when 
we sing, everyone sings.  When we pray, everyone prays.  When we wait on 
God, everyone waits on God.  It’s important for the church to move in unity during 
the church meetings and in their relationships with one another.  If there is 
division in the church we will not experience the presence of God.  It’s for this 
reason that the pastor must help the people to forgive each other and honor each 
other and have unity. 

 
3. Praise and Worship Together.  5:13.  When all the church lifts their voices to 

God and praises Him together as one voice God will reveal His presence.  If we 
look for God’s presence when we worship we will find it.  We enter God’s 
presence by praise.  Psalm 100:4. 

 
4. Prayer.  Chapter 6.  After Solomon prayed God revealed His presence again.  

When we pray we will experience God’s presence. 
 
5. Humility.  Chapter 6.  In his prayer, King Solomon humbled himself.  Even 

though he was the king he knew he needed God.  Each Christian must 
understand clearly that we need the presence of God with us.  We must humble 
ourselves, confess that we need Him, and invite Him to fill our life with His 
presence. 

 
When God reveals His presence it shows that He turns His face toward us.  He 
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turns His face toward us to bless us, touch us, and speak to us.  During those times we 
can experience joy from His presence, encouragement, healing and for Him to speak to 
us.  If we don’t have God’s presence in our church meetings then our meetings are like 
a business meeting or the meetings of this world.  We must prepare ourselves and 
every person and thing in the meeting to invite God to turn His face toward us.  These 
things should be taught to the members of our churches. 
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 Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
 

Praise and Worship in the Church 
 
 
 
 

One of the characteristics of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ is they will be a 
church full of praise and worship.  The good leader will do everything he can to train 
musicians and song leaders so his church will be filled with praise and worship. 
 

About Praise and Worship 
 

1. Praise.  Praise means to celebrate God with our song with our hands or with 
musical instruments.  We lift of the glory and goodness of God.  Praise means to 
tell a story about our wonderful God.  When we praise a person we say 
something good about them.   When we praise God we say something good 
about Him.  We speak about His value, glory and wonderful works.  Psalm 18; 
145. 

 
2. Worship.  In the Hebrew language, worship means to blow a kiss toward God.  

When we worship God we show our love to Him.  We worship Him with our 
words, our thoughts, our songs, our entire body and obedience. 

 
Why is praise and worship important? 

 
1. It brings the presence of God.  Psalm 22:3; 2 Chronicles 5:11-14.  God has 

chosen to reside with us when we lift our voice and praise Him.  When we praise 
the Lord we create a throne for Him to reside with us.  When He reveals His 
presence with us He speaks, he touches us, He heals, He encourages, He 
breaks the power of Satan, etc.   

 
2. It encourages us.   1 Samuel 16:23.  Sometimes King Saul was depressed and 

he would call David to sing and praise the Lord.  When David did this the singing 
would encourage Saul.  When we sing songs of praise to the Lord and meditate 
on the words to these songs we receive encouragement. 

 
3. It pleases God’s Heart.  Psalm 29:1-2.  This is the way God wants to receive 

praise.  We give Him the glory He should receive. 
 
4. Praise is a Weapon Against the Enemy.  2 Chronicles 20:19; Psalm 149:1-9.  

Praise is a weapon against Satan.  Satan cannot stay in the same place where 
the presence of God is.  He must flee.  If Satan attacks us with fear, sadness, 
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sickness or something else, we should sing. 
 

The Worshipers 
 

We cannot worship God according to our own ideas and methods.  We must 
worship God according to His pattern.   
 
1. Worship in Spirit and Truth.  John 4:24.  This verse tells us how to worship 

God.  To worship in spirit means worship God from our heart.  It means to 
worship God with sincerity.  It means we are honest with God.  It means we don’t 
only worship God with actions, but with our emotions, our heart, our thinking and 
from deep within us.  Many people worship their God but they only worship with 
their actions and not with their heart.  To worship in truth means to worship 
according to God’s truth.  This means we worship according to God’s method 
and not according to the traditions of people or this world.   

 
2. Worship in Holiness.  Psalm 29:2.  We cannot worship in the presence of God 

with sin in our heart.  God will not receive our praise.  If we confess our sins to 
God He will forgive our sins and we can enter His presence.  Therefore, if we 
meet together to praise and worship God we should examine our hearts. 

 
3. We Must Not Worship According to Tradition.  Isaiah 29:13. Some traditions 

are good and not a problem.  But some traditions are opposed to God’s ways.  
Even the traditions of some churches are opposed to God’s truth.  Some 
churches put their traditions above God’s truth.  Therefore, we must compare the 
ways of our church with God’s pattern in the Bible and we must change our 
traditions according to God’s Word.   

 
David’s Pattern For Praise and Worship 

 
King David was a musician himself.  He had a close relationship with God.  In the 

Old Testament God had one pattern for worship - go to the temple and offer the 
sacrifice and keep His law exactly.  Therefore, many people in Israel obeyed God with 
their actions, but their heart was far from Him.  Isaiah 29:13.  God wants us to worship 
Him with all our heart and mind.  Even though God had a plan for that time, His real 
plan was for people to worship Him because they want to, not because they must.  God 
wanted people to offer the animal sacrifice because of their sins, but He really wanted 
them to offer Him a sacrifice of praise.  Psalm 51:15-17.  Therefore, even though David 
offered the sacrifice for his sins according to the law of God, he offered the sacrifice of 
praise according to the heart of God.  David understood the principle for praise and 
worship according to Psalm 22:6.  He established a method of worship in Israel that 
was anointed by God.  His son Solomon continued this method and the good kings of 
Judah also established this worship.  The New Testament also tells us to use this kind 
of worship in our churches.   
 

As you already know, David brought the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem 
and put it in a tent on Mount Zion in Jerusalem.  David appointed musicians and singers 
to stand in front of the Ark - the presence of God.  This was their job - stand in front of 



 
 107 

the Ark of the Covenant and worship God.  1 Chronicles 6:31-32. 
 
1. David Choose Three Anointed Men.  1 Chronicles 6:33, 39, 44.  These men 

had skill and were anointed by God to lead music.  They trained other men.   
 
2. The Musicians Dedicated Themselves to Praise and Worship the Lord.  1 

Chronicles 9:33.  These men lived in the temple and they served the Lord day 
and night by singing, playing instruments and worshiping God.  Psalm 134:1-3.   

 
3. The Music Leaders Appointed and Trained Others.  1 Chronicles 15:16-29.  

What kind of songs did they sing?  Joyful songs!   They played loud music.  The 
men with skill trained the other men and women.  They shouted praise to God. 

 
4. They Stood in Front of the Ark and Praised the Lord.  1 Chronicles 16:4-7.  

These men prayed, gave thanks an praise to the Lord according to each day’s 
schedule. 

 
5. The Stood in the Morning and in the Evening.  1 Chronicles 23:30-31.  When 

the sacrifice was offered each morning and each evening on Mount Gibeon, the 
Levites praised the Lord. 

 
6. Some Men Sang and Prophesied.  1 Chronicles 25:1.  These men would stand 

in front of the Ark of the Covenant and lift their voice in song and the Holy Spirit 
would come upon them and they would prophesy.  They would sing and play 
their instruments and prophesy while playing their instruments. 

 
7. David Would Write a Song and Give it to the Singers to Sing.  King David 

would write a song to the Lord and the singers and musicians would learn the 
song then stand in front of the presence of the Lord and sing that song.  The 
chapters in the Book of Psalms are the songs that David composed and they 
sang before the Ark of the Covenant.   

 
8. They Sang to the Lord With Great Joy.  Psalm 95:1-6; 96:1-2.  They would lift 

their voice and sing to the Lord, bow down and worship Him.  They would sing a 
new song to the Lord.  The new song was a song of the Spirit which God would 
give them.  They would create the song in their minds as they rested in the 
presence of the Lord. 

 
After King David Solomon followed this pattern, too.  2 Chronicles 5:12-14; 

8:14-16.  After Solomon there were many wicked kings of Israel.  These kings 
worshiped false gods, but sometimes a righteous king would arise.  These righteous 
kings would establish David’s method of worship again.  Jehoshaphat, 2 Chronicles 
20:19; Hezekiah, 2 Chronicles 29:25-30, 35; 31:32; Josiah, 2 Chronicles 35:2, 15.   
After Judah returned from slavery in Babylon Nehemiah established David’s method of 
worship in Jerusalem, too.  Nehemiah 7:1; 10:28; 11:22-23; 12:27-47. 
 

Praise and Worship in the New Testament 
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We are the temple of God.  The Tabernacle and temple in the Old Testament 
were only examples of the true temple - the church.  Nowadays we don’t offer a 
sacrifice of a holy animal, we offer a sacrifice of praise like King David and his singers 
and musicians.  They worshiped God in spirit and in truth.  John 4:24. 
 

Jesus rebuked Martha because she was always busy doing things for the Lord.  
It isn’t wrong to do things for the Lord.  He wants us to do things for Him.  But Mary did 
what was right.  She sat at Jesus’ feet to worship Him.  Luke 10:38-42.  She waited on 
the Lord Jesus to receive from Him.   
 

These verses also tell us about worship in the church: 
 
Acts 16:25; 1 Corinthians 14:15, 28; Ephesians 5:18-20; Colossians 3:16. 
 

The Holy Incense is an Example of Spiritual Worship 
 

In the Tabernacle God commanded them to make special incense to burn to the 
Lord.  This incense represents our prayers and praise and worship.  Exodus 30:34-38; 
Revelation 8:3-4.  They made this incense from four different spices.   Everything God 
commanded them to do in the Tabernacle represented something.  Every small thing, 
every color, every kind of wood or metal represented something.  These four spices 
represent the character of our praise and worship to God. 
 
1. Stacte.  This was a spice that flowed by itself from the plant.  God wants our 

praise and worship to flow from our spirit without forcing us to praise and worship 
Him. 

 2. Onycha.  This spice came from an animal which lived deep in the ocean.  God 
wants our praise and worship to come from deep within our soul and spirit.  
Some people worship God because they watch other people worship.  Some 
people worship God for a few minutes with their minds or mouth.  But God wants 
our worship to come from our heart.  He wants us to really worship Him with all 
of our heart and soul. 

 
3. Galbanum.  This spice comes from breaking the plant.  When they broke the 

plant the spice flowed out.  True worship comes from the person that has been 
broken.  Psalm 34:18; Psalm 51:17.  This means that we no longer trust in 
ourselves.  We have had experiences with God and we really know we need 
Him.  He has touched us deep within ourselves and in everything we do, we cry 
out to Him to help us and be with us. 

 
4. Frankincense.  This spice is pure and white and it came from a broken plant.  

White represents holiness.  God wants us to worship Him in holiness, without 
sin.   

 
God is seeking for true worshipers.  God measures our worship.  Revelation 

11:1.  He observes our worship to know our heart, our holiness and if we worship Him in 
spirit and truth.  We should show our praise and worship by singing and music.   When 
we sing and praise the Lord we create a throne for God to reside.  Where His presence 
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is, His power is there, too. 
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Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
 

How Do We Praise and Worship? 
 
 
 
 

As we have already said, we don’t worship God according to our own ideas.  In 
the Old Testament they would kill the person who worshipped God according to his own 
methods.  Jesus shows us in the Bible the pattern to build His church.  By the method 
of David and in the Book of Psalms we understand about nine different ways to praise 
and worship God.  These ideas are not the ideas of some church leaders, but this is 
God’s idea.  These are principles from God’s Word.  We apply principles from God’s 
Word in everyculture. 
 

We Praise God With Our Voice 
 

Romans 15:6.  God calls us to lift our voice and praise and worship Him.  It is 
appropriate to lift our voice to God.  Psalm 145:21.  The Bible tells us that when we 
confess with our mouth we will be saved.  Romans 10:8-10.  God calls us to use our 
voice, our mouth, our lips to praise and worship Him. 
 

God creates things by His Word.  When He speaks there is power in His Words. 
 Psalm 33:6.  God had wonderful ideas to create the world, but He needed to speak 
those words.  Ideas are wonderful, but we must speak our words to create anything.  
Our tongue, our mouth, our lips, our words, our voice sends power.  There is healing in 
our words and life.  The power of death and life are in our tongue: 
 
Proverbs 10:11 
Proverbs 12:14 
Proverbs 12:18 
Proverbs 15:4 
Proverbs 18:21 
 

God calls us to use our voice to praise and worship Him.  As we read the Book of 
Psalms we learn words appropriate to use to praise God.  We learn from King David’s 
example. 
 
 
1. By Singing.  God calls us to worship Him by singing.  We lift our voice in singing 

and show our love to God. 
 

Psalm 100:4 
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Psalm 104:33 
 

In the beginning when God created everything, the angels of God sang: 
Job 38:7.  God created us with the ability to sing.  When we sing we show our 
love or joy to a person.  We reveal what’s on the inside of us by our songs.  
Some people sing sad songs, others sing happy songs.  The kind of songs we 
sing reveal what is on the inside.  Throughout history the people of God always 
sang happy songs to express their relationship with their God.  The Book of 
Psalms is Israel’s songbook.  David, Moses, Asaph, Solomon and others used to 
write songs of praise to God and the Israelites used to sing them.  Psalms, 
chapters 120-134 were special songs the travelors used to sing when they 
journed to Jerusalem to worship God at the three special festivals. 

 
Singing is a spiritual weapon against our enemy, Satan.  2 Chronicles 

20:14-22.  God’s presence dwells in the praises of His people.  When we lift our 
voice in praise to God our enemy flees! 

 
When we come together in the church, we lift our voices as one voice to 

praise and worship God.  This is an offering to Him which He receives.  When 
we sing, sometimes we sing about God and sometimes we sing to God.  When 
we sing about God we declare His goodness and His wonderful work.  We 
delcare these things to Him for Him to hear and also we declare His wonderful 
work to other people for them to hear.  Sometimes we sing to God.  We tell Him 
about our love for Him.  We sing to Him about His goodness, His faithfulness, 
His kindness, etc.  As we read the Book of Psalms we can understand clearly 
about singint to God and singing about God. 

 
2.   By Shouting.  God calls us to worship Him by shouting.  When we shout we 

release God’s power in our words and we show that we are filled with joy. 
 

Ezra 3:13 
Psalm 32:11 
Psalm 35:27 
Psalm 47:1 
Psalm 95:2 
Psalm 132:9, 16 

 
Why do we shout?  Some people say that as Christians, sometimes we 

are filled with joy and we must release they joy by shouting.  Sometimes as I 
think about God or as I worship Him I am filled with joy and I must shout.  I must 
lift my voice strongly to release the joy I have because of my God.  When we 
shout loud to the Lord we release our life to Him.  Our shout comes from deep 
within us as an offering from our spirit, full of thanksgiving and joy.  It is 
appropriate to worship God by shouting. 

 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem the crowds gathered together and 

shouted their praise to Him.  Matthew 21:9.  Some of the Pharisees told Jesus 
to tell His disciples to be quiet, but Jesus replied like this: Luke 19:39-40.  Jesus 
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accepted their shouts of praise and said that if they didn’t cry out, the stones 
would cry out praise to Him.   Some parts of the Book of Revelation reveal 
heaven to us.  We see that there is shouting in heaven, too: 

 
Revelation 5:12-13 
Revelation 7:9-10 
Revelation 14:2 
Revelation 19:1, 3, 4, 6 

 
What is the result of shouting?  In the Old Testament we see that when 

the people of God shouted God released His power: 
 

Joshua 6:5, 20 
1 Chronicles 15:28 
2 Chronicles 13:5-18 

 
It is appropriate to shout praise to God and there is a purpose in shouting. 

 When we do so, we express our joy about God and what He is doing in our life.  
When we shout God is pleased and He releases His power.   

 
We Praise God With Our Hands 

 
1. By Lifting Our Hands.  We have many examples in the Bible of the people of 

God lifting their hands in praise to God.  Why do we lift up our hands in praise to 
God? 



Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 

Prayer in the Church Meeting 
 
 
 
 

When we pray we meet with God.  Prayer is the bridge between us and our 
communication with God.  The Lord Jesus has promised that when two or three 
Christians meet together, He will meet with us.  Matthew 18:20.  He meets with us 
when we sing and when we pray.  When He meets with us He speaks to us; He touches 
our emotions and encourages us; He heals our bodies and speaks to the hearts of 
sinners.  Therefore, prayer in the church meeting is important. 
 
 

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting 
 

I believe that when we start our meetings it’s always good to open the meeting by 
prayer and invite the presence of Jesus Christ to fill the room and our hearts.  We invite 
Him as Lord of that meeting to do what He wants in the meeting.  We invite Him to open 
our hearts to His word and speak to us. 
 

Sometimes one person can open the meeting and pray while the congregation 
listens to him pray and they agree with him.  Other times we can all lift our voice and 
pray together or we can separate into groups and pray with one another.  It’s good to 
begin each meeting with prayer. 
 
 

Prayer During the Meeting 
 

During the meeting when we sing or when we teach, sometimes we sing one 
song that really touches our hearts or we teach something that is really true.  The 
person leading the singing or teaching must be able to know when the Holy Spirit is 
doing something in the lives of those in the meeting.  When God seems to be doing 
something special it’s time to pray.  Prayer confirms what God is doing at that time.   
 

There are times when God’s Spirit is working.  Sometimes when we sing, 
sometimes when someone prophesies, sometimes during or after the teaching.  God’s 
Word in the song or in the lesson touches the person’s heart.  That is the time to 
confirm that Word and what God is doing.  We confirm it by praying. 
 

Sometimes the leader prays and asks everybody to pray with Him in their hearts 
and agree with him.  Sometimes he asks for people to meet him in front and he prays 
for them at that time.  Or he asks people to pray for one another in small groups or in 
pairs.  He guides their prayer and prays according to what he thinks God is doing at that 
time.   



 
For Example:   We sing the song “Reign in Me.”  After we sing the song a few times the 
song-leader or pastor understands that this is a special song today and God is touching 
the hearts of the people when we sing this song.  He understands that God is speaking 
to us through the song - through the words of the song.  Therefore, as the musicians 
continue to play music he speaks to the people about Jesus reigning in their hearts.  He 
tells them that Jesus wants to reign in every part of their life.  He tells them that right 
now Jesus is here and He wants to reign in every part of their life.  He tells them that 
right now they can invite Jesus to reign over the problem in their life and in every part of 
their life.  Then he prays and asks them to pray with him or after him, or he asks them 
to pray to Jesus by themselves while we sing the song one more time, or he asks them 
to separate into small groups and pray together.  The pastor or teacher can do the 
same thing when he is teaching and he understands by his spirit that God is doing 
something special through that teaching.   
 

God will anoint certain songs or certain teachings.  When the song leader or 
teacher understands that God is anointing that song or teaching at that time, that 
means God wants to do something in the lives of the people at that time - not later, but 
at that time.  Prayer confirms the Word of God and allows the Holy Spirit to work in their 
lives as they meet Him when they pray. 
 
 

Prayer After the Meeting 
 

The pastor and teacher should always pray when they finish teaching. As 
mentioned before, prayer confirms the Word of God and allows the people to speak to 
God by prayer after He has spoken to them by the lesson.  This is principle of 
“Application”.  We teach what the Bible says, we explain what the Bible says, then we 
must apply what the Bible says to our life.  We begin by praying to God and agreeing 
with Him about the truth we just heard in the lesson.  Prayer also allows the Holy Spirit 
to speak to the people and touch them. 
 

Also, it’s good to pray as a group or a church after the meeting.  We minister to 
God when we sing.  God ministers to us back by His Holy Spirit when we sing, by His 
Word when we teach the Bible, and when we gather together to pray together.  
Therefore, from time-t0-time after we finish teaching and after we sing a final song, it’s 
good to invite the people to tell their needs to God.  Some people will want us to lay 
hands on them and pray for them.  Therefore, we should invite them to come forward 
and let us pray for them.  The pastor can do this by himself or he can invite the elders 
or deacons of the church or some other church members to help him pray for the needs 
of the people who come forward. 
 

When we invite several people to come forward to pray during a meeting or after 
a meeting, we should ask them what their problem is.  We should ask them what they 
want us to pray about.  Then we should lay hands on them and pray the prayer of faith. 
 We should also ask them to lift their voice and pray to God about this problem 
themselves.  This is their act of faith.  Some people always want other people to pray 
for them, and they never pray for their own needs.  We need to teach the people that 
we will indeed pray for them, but they must learn how to pray for themselves about 
these problems, too. 



 
 

Praying in Small Groups 
 

Some churches meet together in small groups to study the Bible or fellowship 
together.  Prayer is very important in the small groups.  Prayer brings the members of 
the small group together.  Prayer makes the small group strong.  We should open the 
small group by prayer just like we open the church meeting with prayer.  We should also 
close the small group meeting by prayer.  We should pray for the families of the small 
group members, their work, other things that happen in their life and any problems they 
have.  We can also pray for our church, church leaders, country, etc.  It’s very important 
to close every small group meeting by praying together. 
 
 
Summary: 
 
1. When we pray we communicate with God.  God meets with us when we pray. 
2. When God meets with us we experience His power, His comfort and His grace 

and presence. 
3. There are certain times when God anoints a song, a testimony or a teaching.  At 

that time God wants to do something special in the lives of some of the people 
who hear that song, testimony or teaching.  He wants to confirm His Word to 
them or touch their emotions, encourage them or heal them.   

4. The song-leader or pastor should understand when God is anointing something 
and allow Him to work.  He will work through prayer. 

5. We can pray before the meeting to prepare our hearts to receive from God and 
also to invite God’s presence to meet with us. 

6. We can pray during the meeting when we understand God is anointing a song, 
testimony or teaching. 

7. We can pray after the meeting to confirm the teaching to the hearts of the people 
and also to give them an opportunity to answer back to God after He has spoken 
to them by His Word. 

8. We can pray before, during or after the meeting for anyone in the meeting who 
has a problem or need. 

9. The pastor or song-leader can pray by themselves and invite the people to 
“agree in prayer” with them or they can ask the people to pray after them, or they 
can ask some of the leaders in the church lay hands on the people and pray or 
he can ask the people to separate into small groups and pray together about 
something. 

10. The pastor and teacher should always pray when they finish teaching. 
 
 
Some Questions: 
 
1. What happens when we pray? 
2. Why do we pray before we start the meeting? 
3. Why do we pray during the meeting?  When do we pray during the meeting? 
4. Who decides when to pray? 
5. Why do we pray after the meeting? 
6. What are some different methods to pray during the church meeting? 



7. Should the pastor and teacher pray every time when they finish their lesson? 
8. When should we pray in the small group? 



Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
Seven Essential Principles to Lead 
God’s Church to Success 
 
 
 
 Recently, I met the pastor of a church which has been in existence for 19 years. 
 This church has started three other churches in the country, which is good.  But the 
church has some problems.  None of the churches in the province has a pastor.  The 
churches do not support a pastor.  Also, the church in the city does not support a 
pastor and after 19 years sometimes they only have ten people meet together on 
Sunday.  Perhaps this church has some problems that I don’t know about, but perhaps 
they do not know about God’s methods for success. 
 
 God wants His church to have success.  What is success?  Success is growing 
in number and maturity.  God wants each church to increase in the number of people 
who are in that church, for each church to start new churches, and for the Christians in 
those churches to become mature Christians.  (Matthew 28:19-20)  Not all churches 
have success.  In this lesson we will study seven essential principles for leading God’s 
Church to success. 
 
1. Prayer.  Prayer is the foundation of success in the life of the Christian and the 

church.  We must teach Christians how to pray, they must pray by themselves 
and the church must gather together to pray.  We must learn to pray according 
to God’s Word, pray by faith, and understand about spiritual warfare and how to 
trust God to take care of the problems and what we need in our church, our 
country and our lives.  Therefore, the pastor must pray himself, he must be an 
example of a man who prays and he must teach the Christians in his church 
how to pray.  (Mark 11:17) 

 
2. Vision.  The pastor and the people must clearly understand the vision.  Why do 

they exist as a church?  What do they want to accomplish as a church?  How 
will they fulfill their vision?  How will they fulfill the vision of the Lord for that 
church?  Our vision must come from God’s Word.  His vision must be our 
vision.  But each church has their own specific vision, too.  The pastor must see 
the vision clearly and believe it with all his heart.  He must teach the vision to 
the church by using every method.  He must teach the vision many times.  The 
people must clearly understand the vision and it must become their vision.  The 
vision is what leads the church.  Every decision must be made according to the 
vision.  (Proverbs 29:18) 

3. Atmosphere.  No one wants to come to a boring church.  God is not boring.  
God is exciting!  Therefore, the pastor and leaders must create an atmosphere 
which represents the Kingdom of God.  According to Romans 14:17, the 
Kingdom of God is filled with righteousness, peace and joy.  Therefore, we 



want our churches to be filled with an atmosphere of righteousness, peace and 
joy.  We create an atmosphere of righteousness by the good relationships 
Christian in our church have with one another.  We must teach and expect 
righteous relationships with one another.  Our various church meetings must be 
filled with an atmosphere of peace.  People who come to meet together often 
have various problems.  When Christians meet together we should pray for one 
another and encourage one another and expect God to work in our lives to 
bring His peace to help us win over our difficulties.  Finally, we create an 
atmosphere of joy by the songs we sing and by our attitude.  The church of 
Jesus Christ should be filled with happy songs which sing about the hope in 
God.  The songs should be the kind of songs people like to sing nowadays, not 
the songs of the past generation only.  Those songs are good and we should 
sing them, but we must sing songs for this generation, too.  We choose to have 
a positive attitude about everything, because our faith is in God.  Pastors and 
leaders in the church must create the atmosphere which will represent the 
Kingdom of God in our church. 

 
4. Commitment to Membership.  On the Day of Pentecost the people who 

repented were added to the church (Acts 2:41).  When people repent God 
expects them to be added as a member of the church.  When we tell people 
about God’s salvation, we must also tell them that they must be added to the 
church.  This means the church becomes like a family for them.  It means they 
serve in the church and use their spiritual gifts, abilities and money to support 
the church.  It means they will follow the path to grow as a Christian and study 
the classes necessary to become a mature Christian.  The Holy Spirit tells us in 
Hebrews 10:25 that we should always be faithful to meet with other Christians 
to encourage one another, study together and serve God together.  We do not 
serve God by ourselves, but as a group - an association.  This is God’s method 
and we must call new Christians to commit themselves to the local church. 

 
5. Evangelism.  If the church stops preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ  in 

every situation and by every method the church will die.  It will not grow.  It will 
not fulfill God’s plan on the earth.  Therefore, the pastor and leaders must be 
examples of evangelists.  We must encourage the members of our church to 
share the Gospel with their friends, families and in every situation.  We must 
use every method to advertise the Gospel.  We must train the members of our 
church in how to evangelize and give them the tools and opportunities to 
evangelize.  We must pray for the lost, invite them to our meetings and create 
every opportunity to speak to them about God’s salvation. 

 
6. Training Leaders.  As the church grows it will need leaders for its various 

programs and for starting new churches.  If the church doesn’t train leaders it 
will die.  We must train leaders for the work of the church today and for the next 
generation. Different leaders have different abilities and we must recognize 
those abilities and train them to increase.  The church must have a method to 
train leaders and a method for church members to grow.  These methods are 
different according to the situation, but many churches train in small groups.  
Some churches train on Sunday mornings or in a Bible School.  Whatever 
method we choose, we must always train leaders.  When we train leaders we 
first look for faithful men and women (2 Timothy 2:2).  If they are not faithful to 



the Lord, faithful to meet with the Christians and faithful to support the church 
we cannot train them.  Faithful leaders have good character and some ability.  
They  must be added to the church already, they must agree with the vision of 
the church and of course they must be sincere Christians.  We must train 
leaders as servants in the church to teach the children, lead small groups, lead 
songs and become pastors.  Every church must have a method to train leaders. 

 
7. Self-Support.  God’s plan is for each church to support itself.  It’s appropriate 

for the church to give the pastor a salary so he can devote himself to serve the 
needs of the church and help the church grow.  The church should support 
opportunities to preach the Gospel, pay for the place it meets and the various 
other affairs of the church.  God’s method of self-support is for each member to 
tithe to the church.  The church uses the tithe to support the pastor, pay for it’s 
activities, help the poor and send missionaries to open new churches.  Even 
though a church is poor, each member should tithe.  This is one method of 
God’s to bless the people and cause the church to prosper.   

 
 These are seven methods to help a church have success.  These are not the 
only methods, but these are seven essential principles which each church must have 
to have success.  It is the responsibility of the pastor to lead the church and help the 
church grow according to the methods God reveals in the Bible. 
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Principles to Lead the Church of Jesus Christ  
 
 
 
 
 

How to Study the Bible 
Inductive Bible Study,  
Part 1: Observation 
 
 
 

This lesson teaches you how to study the Bible according to the Inductive Bible Study 
Method.  This method means you study one passage from the Bible and ask yourself certain 
questions to help you understand what that passage says.   
 

To begin to study the Bible we observe what the passage says.  This is called 
“Observation.” 
 
1. Choose one story, one chapter, or a few verses to study. 
2. Ask yourself these questions: 
 

A. Who is the story our passage about? 
B. Who is the story or passage written to? 
C. What is happening in this story or passage? 
D. According to this passage or these verses, What should I do?  (What does God 

tell me to do?) 
E. What does God not want me to do? 

  
 
Note: Some verses tell us to do something.  If God tells us to do something, then we know He 

doesn’t want us to do the opposite.  For example, if one verse tells us to speak the truth, 
then we know God doesn’t want us to do the opposite.  What is the opposite of speaking 
the truth?  Lying.  If the verse tells us to not speak evil words, what is the opposite of 
speaking evil words?  Speaking good words.  Therefore, when we study a passage we 
can ask, “What does God want me to do or not to do?”  We should also think about the 
opposite of what we read in those verses. 

  
 

F. When did the events in this story happen? 
G. When should we do something or not do something? 
H. When will these things happen or when did they happen? 
I. Where did this happen? 
J. Where should I go or not go? 
K. Why did this happen or not happen? 
L. Why should I do this or not do this?  (What is the result?) 
M How should I do this? 
N. How did the people in this story do this? 
O. How will this happen? 
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Note: Sometimes the verse doesn’t tell us about “why” or “how.”  Therefore, we must compare 
these verses with other verses we know about this same subject.  Other verses in the 
Bible about the same subject will help explain these verses, too. 

  
 
3. Ask yourself these questions, too: 
 

A. What subject does this story or these verses teach about? 
  
 
Note: One verse or passage may teach about many subjects.  For example, read Ephesians 

2:1-3.  These three verses speak about the following subjects: 
 

Death      Faults 
Sins      The Ways of This World 
Spiritual Rulers    Disobedience 
Passions     God’s Judgment 

  
 

B. What is the most important verse in this story or passage?  What is the most 
important word?  Why are these verses and words important? 

C. What does this verse, passage or story teach us about: 
 

God 
Jesus Christ 
Satan 
The Life of the Christian 
Sinners 
The Future 
Etc. 

 
Exercise: 
 
1. Choose from one of the passages the teach gives you and use several pieces of paper 

and make lists to answer these questions.  Make a list of who, what, when, where, why 
and how questions.  Make a list for each question word and write under that word what 
the story or passage teaches. 

 
This is part 1 of the Inductive Bible Study Method. It is called Observation.  We observe 

what the passage or story is about and answer some questions to help us understand it. 
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How to Study the Bible 
Inductive Bible Study,  
Part 2: Interpretation 
 
 
 

After we observe the passage, then we interpret it.  We ask ourselves, “What 
does this mean?”    We interpret: 
 
 
1. Important Words. 
 

God uses words to communicate with us.  Every word in the Bible is 
inspired by God, but some words are more important than other words.  
Therefore, it’s important to understand these words.  To understand these words 
we can: 

 
A. Find the definition of them in a dictionary. 
B. Find the meaning of the Greek or Hebrew words if we have the books to 

do this. 
C. Find words that are similar. 
D. Read different translations of the Bible and see how the translators 

translated that word. 
 

We also notice words that help us answer our questions, “who, what, 
when, where, why and how.”  Words like “because”, “for”, “therefore”, “before”, 
“when”, “by”, “but”, and past tense and future tense words help us understand 
the passage more clearly. 

 
We also consider opposite words.  The opposite of love is hate.  The 

opposite of far is near.  Therefore, if we were far away from God, we are not 
near Him.  If God loves us, then He doesn’t hate us. 

 
2. Important Subjects.   
 

In each passage there are many subjects.  To understand that passage 
we must understand the different subjects.  If the passage mentions “peace” we 
want to understand what the Bible teaches about peace.  Therefore, we must 
find other verses in the Bible that teach us about peace, too.  Only then will we 
understand clearly what the Bible teaches about one subject.  We cannot 
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understand fully what the Bible says about one subject by studying only one 
verse.  1How do we find other verses in the Bible about that subject? 

 
A. We read the Bible and remember other verses and passages that 

mention that subject. 
B. We use a concordance to find other verses that use that word. 
C. We use a Topical Bible to find other verses and passages that teach 

about that subject. 
D. Sometimes there are lists of other verses in the margins of our Bible. 
E. Sometimes in the back of our Bible there is a list of subjects and verses. 

 
When we find those verses we write the chapter and verse on a piece of 

paper, then we write what that verse says about that subject.  After that, we 
summarize in one or two sentences what all of those verses say about that 
subject.  Then we understand more clearly what the Bible teaches about that 
subject so when we teach, we can teach with God’s authority, not our own ideas. 
 Also, we can teach clearly about what God’s Word says and be right rather than 
wrong. 

 
We study like this for each subject in the passage and then we have a full 

understanding of what that passage teaches. 
 
 
Exercise: 
 
1. Read: Ephesians 2:11-18. 
2. Who is this passage speaking about?   
3. What does this passage say about the Gentiles? 
4. What does this passage say about Israel? 
5. What does this passage say about Jesus Christ?  What did Jesus Christ do?  

When did He do it?  Why did He do it?  What is the result of this action?   
6. What are some of the subjects in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 There are not many books translated into Khmer already to help interpret words and find other verses 

about a subject.  If the student can speak and read English there are many books he can use. 

 
 

These are some of the subjects in Ephesians 2:11-18.  After the subject is a list 
of other verses in the Bible that teach about that subject, too.  Choose one subject, read 
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all the verses about that subject.  Next to each chapter and verse write a short sentence 
telling what that verse says about that subject.  Finally, summarize what the Bible 
teaches about that subject by writing a paragraph. 
 
Gentiles 
Romans 1:21; 1 Corinthians 12:2; 
Ephesians 4:17; 1 Thessalonians 4:5; 
Matthew 8:11; John 10:16; Acts 8:37; 
Acts 10:14; Romans 9:24; Colossians 
1:27; Acts 9:15; Romans 3:9; 2 Timothy 
1:11; Isaiah 11:10; Isaiah 42:1; Isaiah 
49:6. 
 
Circumcision 
Genesis 17:10; Genesis 34:24; Joshua 
5:2; Luke 1:59; Luke 2:21; Deuteronomy 
10:16; Deuteronomy 30:6; Philippians 
3:3; Colossians 2:11; Galatians 5:6; 
Galatians 6:15; Colossians 3:11; 
Galatians 5:2 
 
Covenants 
Genesis 6:18; Genesis 9:8; Genesis 
15:7, 18; Exodus 6:4; Exodus 19:5; Acts 
3:25; 2 Samuel 23:5; Psalm 105:8; 
Psalm 111:5; Deuteronomy 28:15; 
Hebrews 10:29; Jeremiah 31:31; Luke 
1:68-80; Galatians 3:17; Hebrews 8:6; 
Hebrews 9:15; Hebrews 12:24; Hebrews 
13:20 
 
Promise 
1 Kings 8:56; Acts 2:39; Hebrews 6:12; 
2 Peter 3:9; Romans 4:21; Psalm 89:3; 
Ephesians 3:6; Psalm 105:42; Galatians 
3:21; Hebrews 6:17; 2 Corinthians 6:18; 
2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Peter 5:7; Proverbs 
15:25; Philippians 4:19; 1 Timothy 4:8 
 
Hope 
Psalm 22:9; Psalm 39:7; Psalm 42:5; 
Psalm 43:5; Psalm 146:5; Proverbs 
13:12; Acts 2:26; Romans 5:5; Romans 
15:13; 1 Corinthians 13:7; 1 Corinthians 
15:19; Ephesians 2:12; Colossians 
1:27; 1 Thessalonians 4:13; Titus 3:7; 1 
Peter 1:13. 
 

Blood of Jesus Christ 
1 Corinthians 10:16; Ephesians 2:13; 
Hebrews 9:14; 1 Peter 1:19; Matthew 
26:28; Colossians 1:20; Hebrews 9:12; 
Hebrews 9:22; Hebrews 10:19; Hebrews 
12:24; Hebrews 13:12; Revelation 1:5; 
Revelation 5:9; Revelation 12:11. 
 
Peace 
Psalm 4:8; Psalm 34:14; Psalm 37:37; 
Isaiah 26:3; Isaiah 57:21; Isaiah 59:8; 
Luke 1:79; John 14:27; John 16:33; 
Romans 5:1; Romans 14:17; 1 
Corinthians 7:15; Ephesians 2:14; 
Philippians 4:7; Colossians 3:15; 1 
Thessalonians 5:13; Hebrews 12:14. 
 
Law of God 
Genesis 2:16; Genesis 9:3; Exodus 
19:20; Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 
27:26; Galatians 3:10; James 2:10; 
Psalm 19:7; Psalm 119:1; Romans 
7:12; Romans 3:20; Romans 5:18; 
Ephesians 2:15; Colossians 2:14; 
Galatians 3:24; Galatians 5:14; 1 
Timothy 1:9; Hebrews 10:1. 
 
Reconciliation 
Matthew 5:24; Romans 5:10; 2 
Corinthians 5:20; Ephesians 2:16; 
Colossians 1:20; 2 Corinthians 5:18; 
Isaiah 53:5; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 
Hebrews 2:17. 
 
God the Father 
1 Chronicles 29:10; Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 
64:8; Matthew 6:9; Luke 11:2; John 
20:17; Mark 13:32; Luke 10:22; John 
1:14; John 3:35; John 4:23; John 5:37; 
John 13:1; John 14:6; John 20:17; 2 
Corinthians 1:3; Ephesians 4:6; 
Colossians 1:19; 1 John 3:1. 
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How to Study the Bible: 
The Introduction to Your Lesson 
 
 
 

Your lesson can be divided into three parts: The Introduction, the Body and the 
Conclusion.  This lesson will help you understand about the Introduction and 
Conclusion of your lesson. 
 

The Introduction 
 

The Introduction of your message is very important because if your audience 
doesn’t pay attention to your Introduction, perhaps they’ll only pay a little attention to 
your entire message. 
 

These are the goals you should have for your Introduction. 
 
1. Cause Them to Be Interested in Your Lesson.  Whatever you do, you want 

them to want to hear more.  You want them to stop thinking about their own 
problems and their plans for after the meeting and listen to you.  You can cause 
them to be interested by these ways: 

 
A. Tell a Story.  All people love to hear stories.  You can tell a funny story, a 

sad story or a story from your own life.  Your story should be associated 
with the subject you want to teach about. 

 
B. Ask Some Questions.  Sometimes we can ask questions to make the 

think about the subject you’re going to teach about.  You can ask the 
questions, but don’t answer them immediately.  Tell them you are going to 
teach a lesson and in the lesson you will answer these questions.  (Make 
sure your questions are associated with the subject you’ll teach about and 
make sure you actually answer the questions!) 

 
C. Talk About a Current Event.  You can start your lesson by talking about 

something that recently happened in your city, country or in the world that 
everybody knows about.  Make sure the current event is associated with 
the subject you’ll teach about. 

 
D. Tell Them Something Amazing.  Tell them a story or a fact that is hard 

to believe.  It may be a story about miracle or something that  doesn’t very 
often.  It may be some amazing information that many people don’t know 
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about that surprises people.  It may be an amazing act of kindness that 
someone does or an amazing act of love.  Make sure the information or 
story is associated with your lesson. 

 
E. Speak From Your Own Experiences.  If you’ve had an interesting or 

sad experience people are always interested in knowing about your life.  If 
you’ve had an experience similar to many people in your audience that 
will help build a relationship bridge between you and them.  They’ll think, 
“He’s just like me and has experiences just like me.”   

 
F. Tell a Proverb or Traditional Story. 

 
2. You Want to Build a Relationship With You.  Usually if people will receive your 

teaching it’s because they think they can trust you.  They think you really care 
about them.  Therefore, in our introduction we want to build a relationship with 
them so they will trust us and believe what we tell them. 

 
3. You Want to Tell Them What You Will Be Teaching About.  You want them to 

know clearly what you will be teaching about.  After you tell your story or give 
them the information in your Introduction you want to say, “Today I’m going to 
teach you about...”  or “Today, I’m going to tell you what the Bible (or God) says 
about...” 

 
4. You Want to Persuade Them That You Have Something Important to Say.  

You want them to know that you have something to tell them that is important for 
them or they need to know about or something that will help them. 

  
 
Never open your lesson by asking people to forgive you because you’re not a 
good teacher or you didn’t have time to prepare or you really don’t now much 
about your subject.  If you show no confidence in yourself they will not have 
confidence in you.   
  
 

More About the Introduction 
 

1. Don’t Promise Them Something You Cannot Fulfill.  Sometimes we tell 
people what we’re going to teach about and they are excited and want to hear, 
but we don’t teach well or we don’t tell them exactly what we said we would tell 
them.  You want to have a good Introduction, but you don’t want your 
introduction to be better than your lesson! 

2. Your Introduction Should Not Be Too Amazing.  You may tell them something 
that is difficult to believe, but you don’t want to tell them something that is 
impossible to believe.   

 
3. Your Introduction Should Not Be Too Long.  Your introduction is not your 

lesson, it only introduces your lesson.  Therefore, it should be no longer than five 
minutes long and it’s better to be 2-3 minutes long. 
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4. Your Introduction Should Be Associated With the Subject You’ll Teach 

About.  The introduction should lead people to your subject. 
 
5. You Should Carefully Prepare the Introduction.  You should think about how 

you will say the Introduction - the first words you will speak and exactly what you 
will say to lead into the Body of your lesson.  You should spend time praying 
about your introduction and thinking of the best way to open your lesson. 

 
As you prepare your Introduction you should think about your audience.  Think if 

they will be tired, hot, thirsty.  Think about what they will be thinking about as they come 
to the meeting: Family problems?  Play with their friends after the meeting?  Hungry?   
Tired?  Are they old people or young people?  Ask yourself what would cause you to be 
interested in this subject. 
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How to Study the Bible: 
The Conclusion to Your Lesson 
 
 
 

The final part of your lesson is the Conclusion.  The conclusion summarizes what 
you’ve already told them.  The Conclusion is an opportunity to briefly tell them once 
again what you just taught them.   The Conclusion is as important as the Introduction. 
 

The Purpose of the Conclusion 
 

1. To Summarize What You Just Taught Them.  The Conclusion is our 
opportunity to make sure they understand exactly what God says about 
something and what God expects them to do. 

 
2. To Give Them an Opportunity to Respond to the Word of God.  In the 

Conclusion we call the people to do something - choose to obey or accept the 
Word of God, turn away from something, change something. 

 
3. To Make Them Think Seriously About the Subject.  We want them to come 

fact-to-face with the Word of God and decide to do something - obey it or reject 
it.  We want to stir their emotions about the subject. 

 
4. To Show Them Why It’s Important to Do What We Just Told Them.  Most 

people won’t do something unless they understand the reason.  Most people 
won’t do something unless they understand how the result of their actions will 
affect them. 

 
How Do You Finish Your Lesson? 

 
1. Summarize.  We can review briefly what we just taught them.  We can review 

the important points of our lesson.  The purpose of this is to help them clearly 
understand how the different points in our lesson are connected. 

 
2. Tell a Story.  Just like we told a story in our Introduction, we can also tell a story 

in the Conclusion.  The story can show how what we just taught them is applied 
in our lives.  It can be a story of how someone else experienced what we taught 
them and applied it to their life or it can be a story that will grab their hearts and 
want to obey God’s Word.   The story must be exactly associated with the 
subject in the lesson and what we want them to know and do. 
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3. A Question.  We can ask them, “Do you really believe this?”  or “What will you 
do now?”  or some other question that is associated with the subject.    Or we 
can ask several questions and not give answers.  These questions are only to 
make the audience think about the truth we have just taught them. 

 
4. Specific Commands.  We can finish our lesson by telling them exactly what 

they must do.  We can tell the exactly what they should do the next time they 
meet a problem like this or exactly what to do when they leave the building or 
this afternoon or Monday morning when they return to normal life.   

 
5. Help Them Think About Their Future.  Many times it’s not necessary to obey 

the lesson today.  Perhaps it’s a lesson that warns us about the future or tells us 
about some problem we might have in the future.  Therefore, in our Conclusion 
we can help them think about their future when they will need to obey this lesson 
at that time. 

 
6. Prayer.  You should always finish your lesson by praying.  You can pray by 

yourself, ask the congregation to pray by themselves while music prays or you 
can lead them to pray after you.  When we pray we answer back to God after He 
has spoken to us in His Word.  We tell Him with our words that we will obey and 
we thank Him for the truth in the Bible to guide us.   

 
The Invitation 

 
It’s appropriate to invite people to respond as an individual to the lesson.  If we 

teach about some problem, we can invite people to come forward and receive prayer 
about that problem.  If we ask the people to commit themselves to doing something or 
not doing something sinful, we can invite them to come forward to show their 
commitment to God.  If we talk about repentance and God’s salvation we can invite 
people to come forward and commit themselves to follow Jesus and receive prayer. 
 

It’s usually good to have the musicians play music when we give the invitation to 
create an atmosphere.  When we invite them to come forward we should explain clearly 
what we want them to do and then tell them to come forward right now.  After one or 
two minutes we should invite them to come again and after that begin laying hands on 
the people who came forward and pray for them.  We can invite other people from the 
church to come forward and pray with us also.  Usually, women should pray with 
women and men with men. 
 
 

What If nobody Comes Forward? 
 

If nobody comes forward then we should pray ourselves.  There are probably 
some people in the congregation who want to come forward but they’re embarrassed.  
We can pray for those people.  You can also tell the people that if anyone wants to talk 
to you about this subject after the lesson they can meet with you.  
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