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Personal Prayer & Devotions 
 
 
 

Fellowship With God 
 
 
 
 
Prayer is not only a method to receive something from God.  Prayer is not only a 
method to ask God to do something for us.  Prayer is fellowship with God.  Prayer is 
the method by which we have fellowship with God.  From the beginning we see that 
God wants to fellowship with people.  The Creator of the universe wants to spend time 
with people. 
 
1. In the Beginning.  Genesis 3:8.  After Adam and Eve sinned they heard the 

voice of the Lord walking in the Garden of Eden.  In the evening God used to 
walk in the Garden of Eden and fellowship with Adam and Eve.  We don’t know 
exactly what they talked about, but perhaps God would talk to them about their 
experiences that day.  Perhaps He would answer questions about situations 
they encountered.  Perhaps He would explain more clearly about the future and 
exactly what He wanted them to do.  Perhaps He would train them or explain 
about Himself.  God enjoyed fellowship with Adam and Eve.  He was not a God 
which was far away.  He is not a God who doesn’t want fellowship with His 
creation.  He is a God who is near.  Adam and Eve used to fellowship with God 
by talking to Him.  This is prayer - talking to God. 

 
2. The Nation fo Israel.  James 2:23; Deuteronomy 5:22-31.  God didn’t want 

the people to be afraid of Him.  He wanted to speak to them and He wanted 
them to hear and understand His voice.  But the people were afraid.  They 
understood clearly that God was holy and they were sinners.  They understood 
clearly that they were separated from God because of their sins.  They 
understood clearly that they needed a mediator to bring them near to God.  
Abraham was a friend of God.  He spoke to God and God spoke to him.  They 
had a relationship together.  The mediator between God and Abraham was the 
sacrifice he offered to God.  The mediator between God and Israel was Moses.  
The mediator between us and God is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Because of His 
blood God can speak to us and we can hear and understand His voice. 

 
3. King David.  Acts 13:22.  David was a man who pleased God’s heart.  Even 

though he had sin, he confessed those sins to God and had a relationship with 
Him.  1 John 1:1-9.  When we confess our sins like King David, we can have 
fellowship with God.  We can spend time with Him like a friend.  God wants to 
have a close relationship with each person.  When they repent and confess their 
sins, they open the door for that relationship.  Revelation 3:20. 
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4. Jesus Reveals God’s Desire to Have Fellowship With People.  John 17:3.  
God wants us to know Him and the Lord Jesus Christ.  He wants us to have 
fellowship with Him and know Him clearly.  When we know someone we know 
what pleases them and what displeases them.  We know what they want and 
what they don’t want.  God’s desire is for us to know Him like we know a close 
friend.  The disciples of the Lord Jesus lived with Him for 3 ½ years.  They ate 
with Him, slept with Him, discussed problems with Him and they knew Him 
clearly.  God wants us to have this kind of a relationship with Him.   

 
5. Mary and Martha.  Luke 10:38.  In this story Martha was a servant of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  She loved to serve Him and do many things for Him.  This is good 
for us to do many things for Jesus and serve His plan.  But Jesus said there is 
one time to serve and there is one time to have fellowship with Him.  Martha’s 
sister, Mary, fellowshipped with Jesus .  She spent time talking with Him and 
listening to Him.  Fellowship is equal in importance with serving God and doing 
things for Him.  We have fellowship by prayer. 

 
6. Paul.  Philippians 4:10.  When Paul wrote this letter to the Philippians he had 

been a Christian for more than thirty years already.  In his spirit he ascended to 
the third heaven (2 Cornthians 12:2).  He received dreams and visions from the 
Lord and did miracles.  Jesus appeared to Paul Himself and Paul heard Jesus’s 
voice from the sky (Acts 9).  But in this verse Paul says, “I want to know Him...”  
After all of these experiences Paul still wanted to know Jesus more.  Praise the 
Lord!  We have a close relationship with Jesus already, but there is more for us 
to know.  There is a deeper relationship for us to have.  That relationship comes 
by spending time with Him. 

 
7. The Church.  Hebrews 12:18-24.  In these verses the author of Hebrews 

compared Israel and the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He said that Israel 
came to the Mountain of Sinai and were filled with fear.  Even though God 
wanted to come close tot hem they didn’t want to come close to God.  The 
church is called the Mountain of Zion, the city of the living God and the New 
Jerusalem.  We have come to Jesus who receives us.  We should not be afraid 
of God because Jesus opens the door for us to fellowship with Him.  As 
Christians we can have close fellowship with God because of the blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
8. Eternity.  Revelation 21:1-4.  In eternity God will actually dwell among us.  His 

presence and His throne will be among us.  We will live in His presence.  This 
was God’s plan from the beginning.  To dwell among His people and have close 
fellowship with them. 
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Personal Prayer & Devotions 
 
 
 

Why Should We Pray? 
 
 
 
Why are you alive today?  Why do you have life?  What is your purpose in life?  Does 
God really have a plan for your life?  Yes!  God reveals his plan to us in the Bible.  God 
wants us to know about his plan.  In the beginning God revealed his plan to Adam and 
Eve. 
 
Genesis 1:26-28. 
 
In these verses we understand that: 
 
1. God wants us to have a relationship with him. 
2. God wants us to represent him in our nature and all our affairs.  This means 

every word, every thought, every action should represent God.  God wants us to 
be like Him on this earth. 

3. God wants us to rule.  He wants us to rule over the power of Satan and evil 
spirits.  He wants us to rule over our sin from birth.  He wants us to rule over 
every circumstance, not the circumstance rule over us. 

4. He wants us to help other people to do these things.  We do this by telling them 
about the good news.  By receiving training ourselves so we can teach them. 

 
God does everything through people.  God wants to do wonderful things on this earth.  
He wants to bring life and happiness.  He wants to bless the people of the earth and 
help them with their problems.  But God chooses to do wonderful things through 
people.  People must obey him.  People must pray.  When we pray, God hears our 
prayers and shows his power on the earth.  This is God’s way.   
 
Six Reasons Why We Pray 
 
1. We pray because we want to have a relationship with God, our Heavenly 

Father.  We speak to God in prayer, he speaks to us by his Word in the Bible. 
 
2. We pray because we love God and want to give him praise by our words.  

Psalm 71:8. 
 
3. We pray because we have a problem and we want to tell our Heavenly Father 

about that problem.  He wants to help us with our problems like our father and 
mother want to help us.  Psalm 91:15. 

 
4. We pray because we don’t have the ability to help ourselves.   
 2 Corinthians 1:8-11a. 
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5. We pray because we want God to show his power in our lives and in the lives of 

our friends and family, our country and other countries.  Acts 4:23-31. 
 
6. We pray because we love God and other people. 
 2 Corinthians 5:13-15 
 
Conclusion 
 
2 Chronicles 7:14. 
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Personal Prayer & Devotions 
 
 
 

The Power of Prayer, Part 1 
 
 
 
 
 
After we repent from our sins we begin a relationship with God.  After that, God hears 
our prayers.   He really hears our prayers and he wants to answer our prayers.  God 
wants to show his power in our life, in our country, and in this world.  But God works 
though people.  He works through people when they pray.  God is waiting for us to 
pray. 
 
Sometimes we speak words in our heart.  Sometimes we lift our voice.  Sometimes we 
pray alone.   Sometimes we pray with other Christians.  But what happens when we 
pray? 
 
 
A. What Happens When We Pray? 
 
 1. God hears our prayers from heaven.  God hears our prayer from  
  wherever we are. 
  2 Chronicles 7:14; Psalm 91:15 
 2. God begins to answer our prayers according to his plan and his  
  time. 
  1 John 5:14 
 3. God sends his angels to fight against Satan and evil spirits which rule 

over people’s lives, thinking, and circumstances. 
  Ephesians 6:10-12; Acts 12:7 
 4. God sends his Holy Spirit. 
   
  a. To change hearts.  (Ours and theirs) 
  b. To change circumstances. 
  c. To prepare hearts and circumstances. 
 
 5. Sometimes God answers our prayers immediately and sometimes we 

must wait. 
 
B. The Power of Prayer 
 
 When we pray God shows his power in the lives of people and in circumstances.  

One example of that is a man nameed Elijah.  James 5:13-18. 
 
 1. The prayers of a righteous man are powerful and effective. 
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 2. Elijah was a man like us. 
 
  a. Elijah was a Jew.  He believed in the one true God.  Elijah lived 

about 900 years before Jesus Christ was born.  He saw in God’s 
Word that when a nation turned away from the one true God, God 
would punish them by a famine.  At that time Israel had turned 
away from God and worshiped idols. Elijah prayed according to 
God’s Word and there was a famine for three years.  Then he 
prayed again and the rains came. 

 
 3. God took care of a widow because of Elijah’s faith.   
 
  a. 1 Kings 17:7-16.   God told Elijah to go to this widows house and 

ask for some bread.  The woman replied she had only enough 
food for herself and her only son.  They had a plan to use the flour 
and oil to make a small cake, eat that food and then wait for death.  
Elijah told her to trust God.  She made a cake for Elijah and God 
added more flour and oil to her pot.  God took care of the widow 
and her son for three years until the rains came. 

 
 4. God healed the widow’s son according the Elijah’s prayer. 
 
  a. 1 Kings 17:17-24.   This widow’s son became sick.  She called 

Elijah.  He took the boy upstairs, prayed for him, and God healed 
the boy. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
 You see that God shows his power when we pray and believe his Word.  
Nothing is to difficult for God.  He wants to do wonderful things in our life.  When we 
pray according to God’s Word and believe, God really will hear our prayers and answer 
them according to his will and time.  We should not become discouraged, but continue 
to pray for that person or that situation, and trust God. 
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Personal Prayer & Devotions 
 
 
 

The Power of Prayer, Part 2 
 
 
 
 
 
We know that nothing is too difficult for God.  We know that God wants to show his 
power on this earth and in our lives.  We know that God fulfills his plan through people.  
We know that God fulfills his plan through people who pray.  We know that God fulfills 
his plan and shows his power through people who have a relationship with him - 
Christians. 
 
Today I want to show you that there is power in prayer.  God put many stories in the 
Bible.  He put those stories there as examples for us.  Some are good examples, some 
are bad examples.  Today I want to read about one man who prayed, and God showed 
his power through this man’s prayer and changed a situation.  I want you to understand 
that God changes things by prayer. 
 
 
1. The Prayer of a Righteous Person Can Accomplish Much 
 James 5:16b 
 
 A. Who is a righteous person?  When you become a Christian you  
  become righteous.   
 B. The prayers of an unrighteous person are not effective. 
 
 C. The prayers of a righteous person have power from God. 
 
 
2. Elijah is an Example For Us 
 James 5:17-18 
 
 A. Even though Elijah was a prophet, he had a nature like us.  He was a 

sinner that believed on the one true God and the Savior who would 
come.  He was a righteous man because of his faith in the Savior.   Elijah 
met problems like us.  He ate like us.  He lived like a believer in God 
should live. 

 
 B. God spoke to Elijah through the words of the Bible.  Elijah read what God 

spoke to Moses.  God said that if a nation continued to sin against him, 
there would be a famine.  This was God’s judgment on that land until they 
repented and turned back to him.  Elijah read these words and believed 
them.  He prayed and the rains stopped.  Three and one half years later, 
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he prayed again and the rains started.  The prayers of Elijah changed the 
weather because he prayed according to God’s Word. 

 
 C. 1 Kings 17:1.  Elijah believed God’s Word.  He spoke God’s Word.  If we 

believe God’s Word, we will speak God’s Word and live by His Word, too.  
God shows his power when we believe and obey.  There was no rain 
for three and one half years! 

 
 
3. Elijah Prayed Again and God Showed His Power Again 
 1 Kings 18:41-46 
 
 A. Elijah spoke God’s Word again. 
 
 B. Elijah heard the sound of rain by faith.  It had not started raining yet.  But 

Elijah knew God and he knew God would fulfill his promise, therefore, in 
his mind it was as if the rain had already come.  When we have faith in 
God and His Word, we know in our heart that God really will fulfill his 
promise. Therefore, Elijah said, “I hear the sound of rain already.” 

 
 C. Elijah went to a quite place on top of Mount Carmel to pray.  He took his 

servant with him.  Verse 42a. 
 
 D. He prayed one time and it did not rain.  Verse 42b.  Nothing happened.  

Verse 43a. 
 
 E. Elijah prayed seven times and sent his servant to look seven times.  The 

seventh time his servant said he saw a small cloud rise from the sea.  
Elijah understood that God began to answer his prayer.  Hope entered 
his heart and he spoke to King Ahab. 

 
 F. Then it rained according to God’s Word and Elijah’s faith.  God stopped 

the rain according to Elijah’s faith and prayer.  He showed His 
power through prayer. 

 
 
4. What Does God Want Us to Understand From Elijah’s Example? 
 
 A. God hears the prayers of normal people who have a relationship with 

Him through Jesus Christ. 
 
 B. God wants us to know His Word and know about His promises.  And to 

pray according to His promises. 
 
 D. He wants us to speak words of faith. 
 
 E. He wants us to believe there is power in our prayers to change things. 
 
 F. He wants us to continue to pray until he answers our prayers. 
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Personal Prayer & Devotions 
 
 
 

Continue to Pray and Don’t Give Up 
 
 
 
 
 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
In the city of Semarang, Indonesia there is one district full of prostitutes.  In 1982 a 
pastor and his church began to pray for this district and ask God to break the power of 
Satan in that district and release the prosititutes from Satan’s power and the power of 
sin.  The Christians used to meet together and pray one day a week from 9:00 PM to 
midnight.  Then they would get in their cars and drive throughout that district and pray 
while driving their car.  They would pray like this: 
 
 In the name of Jesus we bind every evil spirit in this district and we speak 

against the spirits of lust and adultery.  We command the people of this 
place to see clearly their sin and we believe that many of them will repent 
and become Christians.  Holy Spirit, we ask you to work in their lives and 
bring them to Jesus according to your heart. 

 
They prayed like this for many years, month after month, year after year they would 
pray and drive their cars into the district and pray against the stronghold of Satan.  It 
seemed that nothing happened according to what they saw with their own eyes, but in 
the spiritual realm God was beginning to break the stronghold of Satan in that place. 
 
In December, 1990, eight years after they began praying, God broke the stronghold of 
Satan.  A Christian businessman asked the pastor to come and teach his employees 
about Jesus.  One employee invited the pastor to come and pray for his father who had 
TB and had been paralyzed for six years.  This man lived in the center of the prostitue’s 
district.  The pastor went to the man’s house, laid hands on him, and asked Jesus to 
heal him completely and he bound any evil spirit that caused the disease.  The man 
was healed instantly.  The next day the man attended the church meeting and repented 
and received Jesus as his savior.  After that all his family repented, too.  After that 
many other people in that district became interested in the good news of Jesus Christ.  
Within two years that church had baptized more than fifty people from the prostitute 
district.  The church opened a medical clinic in that district and preached the Gospel 
there, too.  Now they have many ministries in that district and the church is growing. 
 
People are blind by sin and Satan.  Satan is the god of this world.  Read: 2 
Corinthians 4:4.  When we pray against Satan and for people, sometimes it takes a 
long time before something happens.  God begins to work immediately, but sometimes 
we don’t see God answer our prayer immediately.   Sometimes when he does answer 
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he shows his power and breaks the stronghold of Satan and many people come to 
Jesus.  Read: Acts 9:32-35.   
 
We should not be shy about praying for people when they are sick or have problems.  
We know that God wants to heal them.  We should tell them we will pray for them and 
perhaps God will heal them, then we can share the Gospel with them or invite them to 
come and learn more about Jesus. 
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Personal Prayer & Devotions 
 
 
 

The Conditions of Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
Will your parents give you everything you want?  Why?  Do your parents still love you 
even if they don’t give you everything you want?  God is the best Father.  He wants to 
help us and bless us, but he doesn’t give us everything we want when we want it.  The 
Bible tells us that if we want God to hear us and answer our prayers, we must follow his 
heart. 
 
 
1. If we commit sin against God and other people, God will not answer our 

prayers.  Because when we commit sin, we separate ourselves from God.  Sin 
separates us from God.  Isaiah 59:2.  Therefore, when we sin, we must confess 
that sin to God and he will immediately cleanse us from that sin.  If we sin 
against another person, we must go to that other person and ask them to forgive 
us, too.  When we do this we open the door for God to hear our prayers and 
answer those prayers. 

 
2. If we are proud God will not answer our prayers.  Proud people do not think 

they need God or anyone else.  God cannot help a proud person.  2 Chronicles 
7:14.  A proud person will not pray; will not trust God with his life.  A proud 
person will not call out to God.  He thinks he can solve his problems by himself.  
He thinks he can save himself.  When we choose to humble ourselves and tell 
God we need him, then he can help us.  James 4:6. 

 
3. When we don’t have faith God cannot answer our prayers.  If we want to 

have a relationship with God, we must first believe that he lives.  We must 
believe in him.  We must trust his word and his promises.  Mark 11:24; James 
1:5-8.  We must believe that God is, that he loves us, that he really wants to 
help us, and he will hear our prayers. 

 
4. If we do not obey God, he will not answer our prayers.  God does not 

answer the prayers of sinners.  He answers the prayers of his children who obey 
him.  1 John 3:22.  Like Abraham, Joseph, and the disciples of Jesus, we must 
live according to God’s word to receive his promises.  We must choose to do the 
right thing every day. 

 
5. If we have the wrong motives God will not answer our prayers.  James 4:3.  

Some people don’t love God, they only want to receive from God.  They only 
want something from God.  We say these people use God.  They use God to 
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fulfill to fulfill their own desires.  They use God to fulfill their own plan.  They do 
not deceive God.  God knows everything.  He knows their heart.  If we only 
come to church meetings, read the Bible and pray to receive something from 
God, God knows!  We will not receive anything.  When we really love God and 
want to follow him, God will hear our prayers and answer them according to his 
own heart and time. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
 We begin our relationship with God by prayer.  We continue our relationship with 
God by prayer.  We know God by praying and reading the Bible.  God calls us to serve 
him.  He calls us to follow him with all our heart and mind.  When we do, he will fill us 
with happiness and joy.  He will reveal his plan to us.  He will use us to touch many 
people in this life and bring happiness to them, too.  Trust God with your life.  Trust God 
with your soul.  Invite him to rule over the affairs of your life and lead you everyday.  He 
promises that he will give us everything we need to do everything he calls us to do in 
this life. 
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Personal Prayer & Devotions 
 
 
 

God’s “Rhema” Word 
 
 
 
 
 
God speaks to us in various ways.  He speaks to us through the words of the Bible.  
Psalms 119:105.  He guides us by the advice of older Christians and our pastors.  
Proverbs 11:14.  He guides us by circumstances that happen in our life.   He guides us 
through dreams.  Acts 16:9.  Jesus also guides us by speaking to our spirit.  John 
6:63.  We can “hear” God’s voice in our spirit with our spiritual ear.   
 
 

The Logos and Rhema 
 

There are two words in the Greek language which are translated as the one word 
“word.”  These words are Logos and Rhema.  Logos is the entire Bible which has 
already been written.  Rhema is the word that God speaks to us by His Holy Spirit 
about a specific situation. 
 
The Logos is the true Word of God and we compare everything with it.  It is the highest 
truth.  We read the Logos and obey it.  There are principles in the Logos to help us 
make decisions in our life and to know right and wrong.  The Rhema gives us wisdom 
for a specific situation that the Bible doesn’t tell us about.  I compare the Rhema with 
the Logos to know the exact truth.  For example, if I think God is speaking to me to 
divorce my wife, I compare that thought with the Logos.  The Logos tells me not to 
divorce.  Therefore, what I thought was God speaking to me is really not God, but 
Satan or my own idea.  If I think I should go to a certain place and open a church, I 
compare that idea with the Logos.  If my idea doesn’t violate the Logos, then it is 
probably God’s idea (but we should still get advice from mature Christians).   
 
In Ephesians 6:17 God tells us to take the Word of God which is the sword of the 
Spirit.  This word is “Rhema.”  We are to take the Rhema word of God which is the 
sword of the Spirit.  God will speak a word or idea to our spirit and this word is filled with 
power for that moment.  When we obey that word God will do something by His Holy 
Spirit. 
 
 

The Result of the Rhema Word of God 
 

The Rhema is God’s Word for that moment which produces His result.  Isaiah 55:11.  
God uses the word “Rhema” more than 70 times in the New Testament.   These verses 
tell us the result of the Rhema Word of God: 
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1. Luke 5:5-6.  They obeyed Jesus’ Rhema Word and caught many fish.  

The Rhema produced a good harvest. 
 
2. John 6:63  They give life to those who receive them. 
 
3. John 8:47  Show that we belong to God.   
 
4. John 14:10  It releases God to do His Work in the world. 
 
5. John 15:7  We will hear God and ask and pray according to His heart 

and receive what we ask about. 
 
6. Romans 10:17 Our faith grows. 
 
God wants to have a close relationship with us.  He wants us to read the Bible, but He 
wants us to hear the voice of His Spirit in our spirit and guide us each day.   He wants 
us to have a relationship with Him by His Word and by His Spirit, too.   
 
 

How Do I Hear God’s Voice in My Spirit? 
 

God’s Rhema is a thought, word, feeling, or vision which come to me.  God’s Rhema 
often comes to us suddenly.  We have an idea or feeling or word which comes to us 
suddenly.  We “know” something, but we don’t know with our mind, we know with our 
spirit. 
 
1. The Rhema will come to you like your thoughts, but you will sense that they 

come from your spirit, not your brain.  They will not be the result of a plan or 
method, but they will come suddenly. 

 
2. They will cause you to respond with excitement or faith.  Something will happen 

within you when God’s Rhema comes to you. 
 
3. When you receive the Rhema and begin to obey it, you will have strength and 

joy. 
 
God is speaking to you all the time.  We must train ourselves to listen to Him and 
understand His voice.  We must expect Him to speak to us.  We train ourselves to 
separate our thoughts from His thoughts.   
 
 

The Logos Becomes the Rhema 
 

 I cannot change Logos into Rhema, but God can.  Sometimes when I read the 
Bible God touches a word or a thought and that word comes alive to me.  He opens my 
understanding to understand clearly about that truth.  Usually, when this happens I 
have great joy.  God anoints that word for me to use in my life or the life of someone 
else.  Also, sometimes when I pray or when I’m doing something else, a word will come 
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to me.  God touches my heart and anoints that word.  It is life to me and God wants me 
to use it for myself and other people to give life to them, too. 
 
We can prepare ourselves to receive God’s Rhema and allow God to change the 
Logos to the Rhema like this: 
 
1. Pay Close Attention.  I pay close attention to the words of the Bible when I 

read it.  I read God’s Word and I expect Him to speak to me.  Proverbs 4:20. 
 
2. Offer My Mind to God.  I offer my mind to God when I read the Bible and invite 

God to speak to me.  Proverbs 4:21. 
 
3. Put God’s Word in My Heart.  When God anoints a word to me, I put that word 

in my heart.  I meditate on it and don’t allow other thinking to steal the word from 
my spirit.  Proverbs 4:23. 

 
4. I Choose to Speak the Rhema.  God’s Rhema is often the opposite from the 

thinking of this world.  Therefore, I choose to speak God’s Rhema and only 
God’s Rhema rather than the thinking of this world.  Proverbs 4:24. 

 
5. I Rest in God.  I have peace when I receive God’s Rhema.  I trust in it and I rest 

in it.  I don’t worry and allow other ideas to come into my mind, but I surrender 
my emotions to God.  Proverbs 4:22.   

 
As I prepare myself to receive God’s Rhema from His Logos, I open my spirit for God to 
speak to me 
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Personal Prayer & Devotions 
 
 
 

Being Led by the Holy Spirit  
in Our Prayers 
 
 
 
There was a missionary in China about 160 years ago.  He tried to preach the Gospel 
in a village near the Burma border but they continually rejected the Gospel.  This man, 
Mr. James Fraser, began to pray to seek God’s will about what to do.  As he was 
praying he thought of 2 Chronicles 20:15-17.  He opened his Bible and began to read: 
 
 “...the battle is not yours, but God’s.  Tomorrow march down against 

them...You will not have to fight this battle.  Take up your positions; stand 
firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you...Do not be afraid; do 
not be discouraged.  Go out to face them tomorrow, and the Lord will be 
with you.” 

 
Mr. Fraser continued to pray for a few more hours, fighting against evil spirits by prayer.  
About midnight he felt victory.  This is what he wrote in his diary: 
 
 “I believe God led me to fight against principalities and powers for this 

village.  I have faith that many people will come to know Jesus as their 
Lord.  I believe the angels of God have come to fight against these evil 
spirits and especially against two or three men who oppose me.” 

 
The next morning Mr. Fraser returned to the village and preached and eleven of the 
thirteen families repented and surrendered their life to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The next 
day twelve more families met him and said they wanted to repent and receive Jesus as 
their Savior. 
 
The next night he prayed the same way for another village and his faith was strong.  
But when he went to preach the next day they rejected him.  He understood that he 
must hear the voice of God’s Spirit to show him exactly how he should pray for each 
situation. 
 
When we pray God wants us to hear His voice. He wants to guide our prayers.  The 
Bible says that sometimes we pray according to our understanding and sometimes we 
pray according to the spirit.  1 Corinthians 14:15.   
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Praying by Our Mind 
 

Most of the time we pray with our mind.  We pray according to what we know about a 
situation or a problem.  If I ask you to ray for me because I’m sick, you simply pray and 
ask God to heal me.  If I tell you my father hasn’t yet dedicated himself to Jesus, please 
pray for him, you pray according to what you understand about that situation.  God 
expects that we will pray according to our understanding with our mind.  But sometimes 
we don’t know exactly how to pray about a situation.  Or sometimes, God wants to give 
us some special information about a person or a situation so we can pray exactly 
according to His will for that situation.  Mr. Fraser which we read about is an example.  
God told him exactly how to pray and he had good results.  Romans 8:26.  Sometimes 
we don’t know how to pray, but the Holy Spirit intercedes for us by ways which our 
mind doesn’t understand.   
 
 

Praying by the Holy Spirit 
 

God says we can pray by the Holy Spirit.  1 Corinthians 14:15; Ephesians 6:18; Jude 
1:20.  These verses tell us to pray by our spirit, or by the Holy Spirit.  What does this 
mean?  It means that God’s Holy Spirit gives us ideas about what to pray.  It means 
that God’s speaks to our spirit and we pray exactly according to God’s heart in that 
situation.    We can pray according to God’s Spirit and allow His Spirit to lead us in our 
prayers by two methods: 1) While we are praying God’s Spirit will put words in our mind 
in our own language, 2) We speak in tongues. 
 
1. God Speaks to Us in Our Own Language.  By my own experience there are 

times when I am praying about a situation or a problem.  While I am praying I 
receive the idea to pray in a certain way.  Perhaps I’m praying for a man who 
doesn’t know Jesus yet and I’m praying according to my understanding about 
that situation.  Suddenly, I have the idea that this man is under the power of 
Satan because a particular sin in his life.  I receive the idea that this man must 
be set free from this sin before he will repent. Where did this idea come from?  
All our ideas come from one of three places: Ourselves, Satan, or God.  Did this 
idea come from myself?  Perhaps, I don’t know for sure.  Did this idea come 
from Satan?  Probably not.  Satan doesn’t give us ideas to pray for people.  Did 
this idea come from God?  Perhaps, I don’t know for sure.  But I trust and begin 
to pray for this man and about this particular sin.  God shows me that he has 
committed this sin for a long time and there are many spirits that rule over his 
thinking.  I begin to pray against those spirits and ask God to set him free from 
those spirits.  I believe that God has spoken to me and I have prayed according 
to His will and heart for that situation.  This is one method by which God speaks 
to us and we pray according to His Holy Spirit. 

 
2. We Speak in Tongues.  In 1 Corinthians, chapter 14 we see that God gives all 

Christians a special gift.  He gives us the ability to speak to Him in a language 
which we don’t study.  This language is called “tongues.”  We say that we 
“speak in tongues.”  We don’t go to school and study this language.  It is a gift 
from God to help us communicate with Him and pray according to His Spirit.  
When we speak in tongues we speak and pray according to God’s Spirit and 
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according to His heart.  Let’s see what the Bible says about this subject in 1 
Corinthians 14: 

 
 A. When We Speak in Tongues We Don’t Speak to Men, But We Speak 

to God.  v. 2.  Speaking in tongues is not a method for me to 
communicate with you, but it is a method for me to communicate with 
God. 

 
 B. When I Speak in Tongues People Do Not Understand Me Because I 

Am Speaking by My Spirit.  v. 2 If you listen to me speak in tongues 
you will not understand a single word!  Why?  Because this is a language 
which God understands, not you.  Because I am not speaking to you, I 
am speaking to God. 

 
 C. When I Speak in a Tongues I Edify Myself.  v. 4.  When I speak in a 

tongue, even though I speak to God, I build up myself.  Speaking in 
tongues is a language of the spirit.  I don’t edify my mind, but I edify my 
spirit.  My spirit receives strength from God.  I become strong in spirit. 

 
 D. When I Speak in Tongues, I Should Pray That I Understand What I 

Say.  v. 13.  When I speak in tongues my mind doesn’t understand 
anything.  But God wants my mind to understand. Therefore, when I 
speak in tongues I should ask God to reveal to me what I’m praying 
about.  I speak in tongues in a language which I don’t understand.  I ask 
God to reveal to me what I’m praying about in my own language. 

 
 E. When I Pray in Tongues My Spirit Prays But My Mind Doesn’t 

Understand.  v. 14.  Speaking in tongues is a spiritual language to 
communicate with God.  It’s wonderful that God gives us a special 
language to speak clearly to Him.  Remember, our spirit knows about 
some things that our mind doesn’t know about.  1 Corinthians 2:11.  We 
have knowledge in our spirit that we don’t have in our mind.   

 
 F. Sometimes I Will Pray With My Spirit and Sometimes I Will Pray 

With My Mind.  v. 15.  This verse tells me that I can pray with my spirit 
(which means praying in tongues) and I can sing with my spirit, too 
(means I can sing in tongues).  I can choose if I will pray with my spirit (in 
tongues) or if I will pray with my mind.  I can start and stop praying in 
tongues when I want to.  I can pray in tongues for a few minutes, then 
pray with my mind if I want to. 

 
God makes it clear, that in a church meeting if I pray in tongues and everybody is 
listening to me pray, they will not understand.  Also, if I want to communicate 
something from God to the church and I speak in tongues the church will not 
understand.  When I want to communicate with the church I must speak in a language 
the church understands.  But when all the church is lifting their voice together, we can 
speak and pray in our own language or speak or pray in tongues.   
 
When we speak in tongues God’s Holy Spirit communicates with our spirit and we pray 
according to God’s heart in that situation.  Sometimes after we pray in tongues or sing 
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in tongues I can ask God to reveal to me what I’m praying about so I can pray with my 
understanding also. 
 
We should pray according to our mind and our understanding, but sometimes God 
wants us to pray exactly about a situation.  Sometimes He wants to give us information 
about a person or a situation so we can pray exactly and He will release His power into 
that person or situation. 
 
 

Praying By the Spirit 
 

These things can help us pray by our spirit: 
 
1. Spend Time With God.  If we want to hear from God we must spend time with 

Him.  We must spend a lot of time with God to pray according to our mind and 
our spirit.  Sometimes when we pray (when I pray) I hurry and finish my prayers.  
This is rude to God and doesn’t allow God to speak to me. 

 
2. Expect God to Speak to You.  We know that God wants to speak to us so we 

should expect Him to speak to us.  We should wait to hear His voice and receive 
His thoughts. 

 
3. Wait on God.  This means that while we’re praying or reading the Bible, we stop 

speaking and are quiet.  It means we are quiet and allow our mind to meditate 
on God or that situation.  Or we speak quietly in tongues.  We simply wait for 
God to speak to us. 

 
4. Pray According to the Idea You Receive.  Sometimes we don’t know if the 

idea that enters our mind comes from ourselves or from God, but we should 
pray according to that idea and trust that this is God’s voice.  Therefore, we 
receive an idea and then we pray according to that idea. 

 
God wants to lead our prayers.  He wants to show us exactly how to pray for some 
people and some situations.  We can pray according to our understanding or according 
to our spirit.  We can pray according to the ideas we receive from God in our own 
language or we can pray in tongues. 
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9 
 
Personal Prayer & Devotions 
 
 
 

A Simple Pattern to Pray 
 
 
 
 
 
As we read through Matthew, Mark, Luke and John we see that Jesus prayed a lot.  
Many times He went to a quiet place to pray.  Mark 1:35; 6:45-47;  Luke 5:15-16; 
6:12; 22:39-46.  Even though Jesus was the Son of God and the one true God in a 
human body, he needed to pray.  When God became a man He didn’t use all of His 
ability.  He limited Himself as a man, and as a perfect man, depended upon the Spirit of 
God.  Therefore Jesus prayed and waited on God to guide Him.  Sometimes He prayed 
all night. 
 
As we read through the Book of Acts we see that the disciples of Jesus prayed a lot, 
too.  These are patterns and examples for us.  Sometimes we pray a few minutes 
before or after we read the Bible.  Sometimes we pray as we walk about the house or 
travel from one place to another, but we need to spend a lot of time with Jesus.  Like 
Jesus, we should find a quiet place to pray by ourselves and wait on God for a long 
time.  In another lesson we will learn how to spend a half day in prayer.  We must 
choose to make time to pray. 
 
Some people say it’s difficult to spend a lot of time in prayer.  They don’t know what 
they would pray for.  Sometimes when they begin to pray they forget what they want to 
pray for.  In this lesson is one method to pray for thirty-five minutes.  Here we have 
seven points.  If we pray for five minutes for each of these subjects, we will pray for 
thirty-five minutes.  All of these subjects are things we should pray for.  Therefore, it’s a 
good idea to create a list of subjects or people to pray for to remind us. 
 
1. Praise and Sing.  Begin your time of prayer by singing to God and praising him.  

Lift your voice and speak about his promises, character and power.  Psalm 100; 
138; 145 

 
2. Pray for yourself.  Ask God to search your heart and reveal any sin which may 

be in your heart.  Ask him to prepare your heart to hear his voice.  Invite God to 
reveal himself to you and show his power in your life.  Invite God to prepare the 
circumstances for you for that day and that week.  Ask him to guide you 
according to his plan.  Ask him to help you with everything you need.  Matthew 
6:11; Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
3. Pray for your family and friends.  Ask God to help them with their problems.  

Ask God to destroy the power of Satan in their life and reveal himself to them.  
Colossians 1:3-4, 9; John 10:10 
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4. Pray for your country.  Ask God to destroy the power of Satan which rules 

over your country.  Pray for specific cities, villages, districts, and provinces.  Ask 
God to help the leaders of your country make righteous decisions for the 
country.  Pray that God would send someone to tell them about the good news.  
Pray for the Christians and pastors in your country, that they will have peace 
and boldness to tell others about the good news.  Ask God to pour out his Holy 
Spirit upon your country.  1 Timothy 2:1-4; Ephesians 6:10-12 

 
5. Pray for other countries.  Pray for other countries like you pray for your own 

country.  Pray for the circumstances in other countries, the leaders, and the 
Christians there. 

 
6. Pray for your church.  Pray for the various programs and meetings of your 

church.  Pray for the leaders and new Christians.  Ask God to help the leaders 
make good decisions.  Ask him to help the new Christians grow.  Pray for new 
people to be added to the church.  Pray that the church will have the money to 
do everything God wants it to do. 

 
7. Praise and Thank God.  Lift your voice and thank God for who he is, what he 

has done before, and what he will do.  Speak about his character and power.  
Speak words of faith which show that you really believe in God’s promises and 
power. 

 
Jesus wants to spend time with us.  He doesn’t want to have a short conversation with 
us.  He wants to spend a lot of time with us.  We need to spend a lot of time with Him.   
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Charles McCaul has been married to Cynthia McCaul since 1974.  They have four children.  After 
serving as an assistant pastor at Valley Christian Center in Harrisburg, Oregon for 4 years and Eugene 
Christian Fellowship in Eugene, Oregon for 14 years they moved their family of 4 to Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia in 1995 where they assisted in laying the foundations and building up what is now the 
largest local church in Cambodia, New Life Fellowship, and serving on the Apostolic Team of New Life 
Fellowship of Churches in Cambodia.  Chuck is an author of more than 25 book and booklets focusing 
on Christian Leadership, Local Church Issues, Personal Growth and Bible-Related Studies.  Many 
of them have been written for the Cambodian Context and have been translated into the 
Cambodian Language.  Charles is also director of the Cambodian Leadership Institute. 

Written, audio and video lessons are available from Charles at the following sites: 

Email:   charles.edward.mccaul@gmail.com  

Facebook: Charles McCaul 

Twitter: @McCaulCharles 

WordPress: charlesedwardmccaul.wordpress.com 

SoundCloud: Charles McCaul Mentoring Growing Leaders 

YouTube: Mentoring Growing Leaders  

LinkedIn: Charles McCaul 

 

Many written, audio and video lessons are often available in both English and Khmer Language. 
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