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Cambodian Christian Leader Training Institute 
 
Vision 
 
 
 

God Has a Wonderful Plan  
For Your Life 
 
 
 
Before you were born God knew you.  He knew the color of your skin, your hair, the 
province and village of your birth, the number of brothers and sisters and everything 
that will happen in your life.  Psalm 139:13-16. 
 
God’s plan for you is a good plan.  He did not plan for evil to happen in your life.  He 
plans for you to prosper, have good health and live in victory over the problems of 
this life.  Jeremiah 29:11. 
 
God wants to bless you in all that you do in this life.  Deuteronomy 28:1-14.  God 
wants to bless you in your family, in your business, in your ministry, in your spirit, 
soul and body. 
 
 
The Promises of God 
 
In the Bible there are many promises of God for the Christian.  These promises 
reveal God’s wonderful plan for your life.  God wants us to know and experience 
these promises. 
 
1. God wants you to have good health.  Exodus 15:26. 
2. God wants you to prosper in everything you do.  Deuteronomy 28:1-14. 
3. God wants you to have success.  Joshua 1:8. 
4. God wants to give you the nations as your inheritance.  Psalm 2:8. 
5. God will protect you in trouble.  Psalm 9:10-11. 
6. God is our stronghold, shield, Deliverer.  Psalm 18:3-4. 
7. God is my Shepherd who cares for me and leads me into green pastures. 
 Psalm 23 
8. God delivers us from trouble.  Psalm 34:18. 
9. God forgives us, heals us from all sickness, gives us happiness and strength. 
 Psalm 103:1-5. 
10. When we give, God will open the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing. 
 Malachi 3:10. 
11. When we seek God’s kingdom and righteousness first, God will give us food 

and clothing enough.  Matthew  6:33. 
12. God gives us authority to do His work.  Mark 16:15-18. 
13. When we give to others, God will bless us through other people.  Luke 6:38. 
14. Jesus gives us authority over Satan to destroy his works.  Luke 10:18-20. 
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15. God wants us to do greater works than Jesus did.  John 14:12. 
16. God will answer our prayer.  John 16:24. 
17. Jesus gives us peace in difficulties.  John 16:33. 
18. Jesus gives us power and authority.  Acts 1:8. 
19. We reign in this life through the Lord Jesus.  Romans 5:17. 
20. God gives us victory over temptation.  1 Corinthians 10:13. 
21. God comforts us in all our difficulties.  2 Corinthians 1:3-4. 
22. God promises that if we sow a lot, we will reap a lot.  2 Corinthians 9:6. 
23. We have victory over Satan.  Ephesians 6:10-18. 
24. We can do all things through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Philippians 4:13. 
25. God will give us all we need in this life.  Philippians 4:19. 
26. God will give us wisdom to solve our problems.  James 1:5. 
27. God gives us all things we need in this life.  2 Peter 1:3. 
28. We have an anointing from God to understand all things and do everything 

God wants us to do.  1 John 2:20, 27. 
29. God wants our soul to prosper and our body to have good health.  3 John 2. 
 
 
 
All of these promises reveal God’s plan for your life.  God has a good plan for you.  
He wants you to experience all of these blessings in your life and impart them to 
other people. 
 
God calls you to experience a full life and impart that full life to others.  John 10:10. 
 
Are you experiencing the full life?  If not, why not?  As a Christian leader, you create 
the way for other Christians to walk.  You are the example for other Christians.  I 
want you to know that God will do exceeding abundantly above all that you can ever 
think or ask.  He wants to do wonderful things in and through you.  Ephesians 3:20. 
 
But most Christians and Christian leaders don’t experience the full life.  Why?  In our 
next lesson we will study why most Christians don’t experience the full life and why 
they don’t fulfill God’s vision for their life. 
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Vision 
 
 
 

Most Christians Don’t Experience 
Everything God Wants Them  
to Experience 
 
 
 
In the beginning God created mankind spirit, soul and body.  Genesis 1:26; 1 
Thessalonians 5:23.  Most people pay attention to their body.  Some people pay 
attention to their soul.  Not many people pay attention to their spirit.  But God created 
our spirit to be the owner of our life, the soul to be the manager and the body to be the 
servant. 
 
Spirit: The Owner of our Life 
 God communicates with our spirit and wants us to live in this world by our spirit. 
 

• Fellowship with God 
• Receive and Understand God’s Word 
• Know About God 

 
Soul: The Manager of our Life 
 God wants our soul do do according to our spirit, not our body. 

• Thinking 
• Emotions 
• Ability to Make Decisions 

 
Body: The Servant of Our Spirit and Soul 

God wants our body to do according to our spirit and soul, not our spirit and 
soul do according to our body. 

• Sight, taste, smell, touch 
 
Most Christians live a normal life, similar to the people of the world.  Most Christians 
live according to their soul and body.  This is wrong.  God created us with the spirit 
as the owner of our life and if we want to have success we will live according to our 
spirit, not our soul and body.  Most Christians live their life according to the ways of 
this world and they don’t – cannot – receive everything that God wants them to 
receive.  Romans 8:5-8. 
 
As Christians we already have the Holy Spirit living in us.  We are not according to 
the world, but according to the Spirit.  Romans 8:9.  God wants us to begin to live 
according to spiritual principles, not according to the principles of this world.  The 
spiritual is more important than the natural.  What is on the inside is more important 



 4 

than what is on the outside.  What is on the inside should rule over what is on the 
outside.  The spiritual should rule over the natural. 
 
Though our body is dying, our spirit is being renewed each day.  2 Corinthians 4:16. 
 
 
What Controls Your Life? 
 
What or who controls your life? 
 

• Parents.  When we are born our parents begin to train us.  They train us 
according to their ideas and the ideas of their ancestors.  If our parents are 
not Christians, perhaps their ideas are according to this world.  Therefore, our 
ideas are according to this world, too.  Proverbs 22:6. 

 
• Culture and Traditions.  Our culture and traditions have a lot of influence 

over us.  Sometimes our culture teaches us that it is appropriate to do one 
thing and inappropriate to do another thing.  Therefore, we act according to 
our culture.  Our vision is according to our culture.  In some cultures women 
cannot do some things.  Therefore, they act according to their culture and 
they don’t receive everything that God wants them to have because their 
thinking is small – according to their culture.  In some cultures if our skin is 
white or if it is black they don’t allow us to do something.  Therefore, our 
thinking is very small.  Our vision is very small and we don’t  enter into all that 
God wants us to receive.   

 
 

We want to honor our culture, but we must understand that the 
Culture of the Kingdom of God is higher than the culture 

of our own country.  If we want to have success, 
we must live according to the culture of the Kingdom of God 

rather than the culture of our country. 
 
 

• Teachers.  Our teachers have a lot of influence in our lives.  We respect our 
teachers because they have an education higher than us, but if our teachers 
are not Christians (and even some who are Christians) they will teach us 
according to the principles of this world rather than the principles of the 
Kingdom of God. 

 
• Our Experiences in this Life.  Many times what we experience in this life 

and the circumstances that happen in our life influence us and have control 
over us.  If we try to do something and fail, perhaps we are afraid and will not 
try again.  If we do something and it causes pain, perhaps we will not try again 
or we will decide that this was not the good thing to do.  It’s important for us to 
learn from the experiences in life, but if our experiences oppose God’s vision 
for our life we need to understand this:  We can change our circumstances!    
Sometimes we think that something bad will happen, so we don’t even try to 
do what God wants us to do or fulfill our vision. 
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We cannot control the circumstances that enter our life,  
but we an control how we will respond to them.  

 We can allow the circumstances that happen in our life to influence us and 
rule over us and prevent us from fulfilling God’s vision,  

or we can choose to rule over those circumstances  
and change them by faith. 

 
 
 
Excuses 
 
Luke 14:16-24 
In this story the lord of the house invites many guests to come to his party, but each 
one made an excuse.  Because they made excuses they didn’t enjoy the party.  
They didn’t experience the party.  God wants to do wonderful things in and through 
our life.  He wants to give us a big vision for our life and to do His work.  But many of 
us have small thinking.  Our parents, culture, teachers or experiences in this life 
influence our vision.  Therefore, we make excuses.  We might say, 
 
“I’m young, I can’t do that.” 
“I don’t have a high education, I can’t do that.” 
“I’m Cambodian, I can’t do that.” 
“I’m a woman, I can’t do that.” 
“I’m poor, I can’t do that.” 
 
All of these are excuses which prevent us from fulfilling God’s vision for our life.  We 
must reject and win over every excuse.  It doesn’t matter if we are young, 
uneducated, poor, black, white or anything else.  If God wants us to do something, 
He will give us everything to do it.  But we must change our thinking and rule over 
that which influences us first. 
 
 
Ten Men Who Didn’t Enter Into Their Inheritance  
Because Their Vision Was Too Small 
 
Numbers 13:1-33 
 
In this story God promised to give the land to Israel.  God had already did many 
wonderful things for Israel in Egypt, across the Red Sea, in the Wilderness of Sinai 
and at Mount Sinai.  God showed His power already toward them.  They experiences 
God’s power already.  Not God wants them to create a vision to enter this good land 
and receive gardens which they did not plant, houses which they did not build and 
cities which they did not build.  God wanted them to see the land to create a vision in 
their heart to take it as their own. 
 
The twelve men all saw the land and said it was a good land.  All twelve men saw 
the problems, too, but ten men allowed the problems to rule over them.  They 
allowed their small thinking and small vision to rule over them.  God wanted them to 
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change their thinking and change the circumstances.  Yes, there are problems, but 
God is bigger than the problems and nothing is too difficult for Him.  Nevertheless, 
ten men’s vision was too small.  As a result of their small vision all the people of 
Israel returned to the Wilderness of Sinai and lived and died there.  Only two men 
from that generation entered into their inheritance:   Joshua and Caleb.  The ten men 
acted according to their thinking, according to their emotions (their soul), according 
to the world.   The two men, Joshua and Caleb, acted according to their spirit.  The 
ten men’s spirit was not full of God’s Word and promises.  Their spirit was not full of 
the good things from God. 
 
Brothers and sisters, we act or don’t act according to what is on the inside of us.  We 
speak and act according to what’s in our spirit. 
 
Matthew 12:33-35 
 
The good man (the man who loves and obeys God) is like a good tree.  A good tree 
produces good fruit.  A good man produces good actions – actions according to 
God’s Word – because he has good thinking.  If we are full on the inside, we will 
produce fruit that will glorify God and fulfill His vision for our life.  If we are full of evil 
– that which opposes God and has a small vision – we will only produce evil.  We 
know the tree by it’s fruit.  We know the heart by the actions and the words. 
 
If we are bitter, we bring forth bitterness.  If we are angry, we bring forth anger.  If we 
are full of fear, we produce fear.  If we have poverty in our spirit, we think and act like 
poor people 
 
 

You can change your heart.  You can change your thinking. 
You can change your circumstances and your future and create a  

great vision for your life by changing your heart and living  
according to your spirit and God’s Word. 
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Vision 
 
 
 

We Must Renew Our Mind 
 
 
 
In order to receive a vision from God and fulfill that vision, we must live according to the 
spirit – not according to the soul, the body, the teaching of our parents, teachers or 
culture, and not according to our experiences in life.  We don’t want to reject everything 
that our parents teach us, nor do we want to reject everything in our culture, nor all of 
our experiences in life, but we must compare everything with the Word of God and 
follow the word of God rather than our culture.  We must understand that sometimes 
we have a very small vision or idea and God wants us to have a bigger vision.  We 
must change our thinking to receive everything that God wants us to receive. 
 
Matthew 12:33-35.  Our actions and words reveal what’s on the inside.  The tree 
creates according to it’s nature.  An evil tree creates that which doesn’t please God.  A 
good tree creates fruit that is pleasing to God. 
 
Matthew 15:10-11, 15-19.  Our actions and our words reveal what’s on the inside.  If 
we commit unrighteousness, it’s because unrighteousness is in us.  If we think like a 
poor person, it’s because we have a heart like a poor person.  We act and speak 
according to our heart and our thinking.   
 
What is on the inside either builds us and leads us to fulfill God’s plan for our life, or it 
causes us to become weak and not fulfill God’s plan for our life.  We must be very 
careful about what is in our heart and our thinking. 
 
 
To prosper and progress we must change what is in our heart.  We must renew 

our mind according to the Word of God. 
 
 
Romans 12:2. 
 
Before we become Christians we think and act like unbelievers.  Usually, our thinking 
and actions are against God.  Even if we don’t commit “big” sins, we still think and 
act according to the ways of this world.   If we continue to think and act according to 
the ways of this world, we will never experience the abundant life and enter into 
God’s plan for our life and fulfill the vision God has for us.  We must change our 
thinking.  We must renew our mind. 
 
In the first lesson we studied about many of God’s promises for us.  If we want to 
experience these promises we must change our thinking.  We must believe that God 
will be with us always.  We must believe that God will heal all our sicknesses.  We 
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must believe that when we give, God will bless us.  We must believe that God wants 
to bless us with every kind of blessing.  We must begin to put into our spirit the Word 
of God.  This is how we change our thinking.  This is how we change our heart.  This 
is how we start producing good fruit.   
 
If we fill our heart with bitterness, anger, greed, useless books, television, gossip, 
etc.  this is what we will produce:  bitterness, anger, greed, useless conversation, 
gossip and false ideas. 
 
From the time we are born we add ideas, knowledge and principles to our spirit.  
Some things we add are good, but many things we add are evil – against the 
principles of the Kingdom of God.  Those things control us.  We must change them 
by adding the truth from God’s Word. 
 
We create a vision by what’s on the inside.  If what is in our heart is small and evil, 
we will never create the vision God wants us to create. 
 
 
We Receive the Seed of the Word of God  
and Allow That Seed to Create Our Vision 
 
Mark 4:1-9, 14-20 
 
In this parable we see that the Word of God is like a seed.  Someone teaches us 
from the Word of God or we read it ourselves and the Word of God enters our heart.  
Some people receive the Word of God but it doesn’t produce fruit because Satan 
comes and snatches it away.  They continue according to their own ways.  They 
don’t change.  Others receive the Word of God, believe it, but don’t allow it to go 
deep into their heart.  They don’t meditate on the Word of God and allow it to 
produce fruit that doesn’t wither.  Others receive the Word of God, believe it but 
become busy with the things of this world and it doesn’t produce fruit in their life.  
Other people receive the Word of God and allow it to change them.  They produce a 
big harvest. 
 
The Word of God enters our heart and it changes us.  God wants us to change our 
thinking according to the Word of God.  We change our thinking.  We produce the 
fruit. 
 
God is like a good parent.  He wants us to experience many good things.  As a good 
parent, He plants the seed in our heart, but we must receive that seed and allow it to 
produce fruit.  Our responsibility is to begin to change our heart.  Begin to change 
our thinking.  Like a good parent, God will not force us to change.  He will not force 
us to fulfill His vision.   
 
God’s blessings will not fall from the sky into your life.  You must choose to change 
your thinking about what God wants to do in your life.  We receive from God 
according to our faith.  We create a vision according to what is in our heart.  If our 
heart is empty we will create no vision.  If our heart if full of fear, we will produce fear.  
If our heart thinks like a poor person, we will live like a poor person.  It is very 
important to understand that to achieve success in the Kingdom of God and 
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experience everything God wants us to experience, we must change our thinking 
about what God wants to do in and through our life.  Plant the seed of the Word of 
God in your heart and allow it to produce everything that God wants you to 
experience. 
 
 
Seven Steps to Renew Your Mind 
 
1. You must read the Bible a lot.  Psalm 119:9, 20, 23, 50.  It is only the Word of 

God that can change you and prepare you to receive and fulfill God’s vision 
for your life. 

 
2. You must meditate on the Word of God and put it into your heart.  Psalm 1:1-

3.  We are not changed by only reading the Bible.  We are changed when we 
meditate on it.  That’s why in our church we teach people how to read the 
Bible and write in a book about what God says to them.   

 
3. You must speak according to the Word of God.  Mark 11:23-24; Romans 

10:14.   It is clear in the Bible that we not only believe, but by the words that 
leave our mouth we change circumstances and our faith grows. 

 
4. You must reject any idea that is not according to the Word of God.  2 Corinth-

ians 10:3-5.  We must examine the ideas we receive from our teachers, our 
parents, our friends and our culture.  We must compare every idea and 
principle with the Word of God. 

 
5. You must be careful about what you allow to enter your mind and spirit. 

Genesis 3:1.  We must be careful about the conversations we have with other 
people, the television we watch, the music we listen to, the books we read.  
All of these put ideas in our life and either build up or destroy our vision and 
what God wants to do in our life. 

 
6. When you read the Bible you must look for God’s principles for your life:  

Money, family, relationships, how to have success, etc.  You should look for 
what God wants you to do about these things, then plan to do them. 

 
7. Use a book and write down what you need to change in your life and how 

you need to change those things. 
 
 
Remember, God wants to do wonderful things in and through you.  He wants to 
create a big vision in your spirit and help you fulfill that vision.  But if our thinking is 
small, we will never experience everything God wants us to experience.   
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Vision 
 
 
 

Understanding About Vision 
 
 
 
1. A vision is a plan, a goal, hope, desire, what we see for our life, our nation, other 

nations, our city, our family, our business. 
 
2. Our vision creates our future.  What we see, what we think about, what we hope 

for will create our future.   
 
3. We receive vision from God, we nurture that vision and that vision leads us into 

God’s plan for our life.  Vision changes circumstances.  We see what God wants 
and we build our life according to that vision. 

 
4. Vision starts as a seed and grows step by step.  Mark 4:26-29.  When God 

gives us a vision, He gives it to us step-by-step.  First, we pray and ask God to 
show us what He wants us to do.  Then, perhaps God will give us an idea.  We 
continue to pray about that idea and discuss it with other mature Christians.  
Eventually, the idea become clear.  We begin to change our thinking, our words 
and our actions according to that idea and eventually the vision is born. 

 
5. There are obstacles to prevent us from fulfilling our vision, like the twelve spies, 

but the vision gives us faith and strength to overcome those obstacles.  Even 
though we meet many problems through Satan and other people, we continue 
because we have a vision.  The vision gives us strength. 

 
6. Everything begins with a seed and grows.  No truth from God creates a harvest 

immediately.  We receive truth from God, hear it, believe it, act according to that 
truth, then it grows and we receive the harvest from that truth – we fulfill our 
vision. 

 
7. We must create good soil for the seed.  Notice in verse 28, the soil causes the 

seed to produce fruit.  Remember in our previous lesson that the soil is our 
heart?  (Mark 4:14-20)  If our heart is good, full of faith and open, it is like good 
soil for God’s Word to produce fruit and a big vision. 

 
8. When you have a vision to do something, God will give you what you need to do 

it.  He will not give you what you need before you have the vision.  You create 
the vision first, then He will give you what you need to fulfill that vision. 

 
9. Everybody has a vision.  Vision is what we see for our life.  Everybody sees 

something for their life – either good or bad.  We live according to what we see.  
We cannot blame others because of our life, we all meet obstacles, but  we can 
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overcome those obstacles by faith, grace and God’s power.  If we always blame 
other people because of our problems we will never produce good fruit and fulfill 
God’s vision for our life. 

 
10. Things do not happen in your life because of luck.  They happen because of 

what’s inside you – good or evil, faith or unbelief, what is from God or what is 
from the world.  We produce the circumstances of our life according to what’s in 
our heart.  We can change our heart if we want to produce different fruit.  We 
don’t have to live according to the circumstances that happen in our life.  Our 
vision can create good circumstances. 

 
11. Some people cannot see what God wants to do in their life because of the evil 

things they have in their heart.  Not evil things like adultery, lying, stealing, etc. 
but evil things like ideas of the world, ideas from our culture, fear.  These cause 
us to not see God’s vision for our life. 

 
12. God wants to do far above what we think.  Ephesians 3:20.  God wants us to 

open our hearts wide and pour in a big vision.  When we receive the vision from 
God, then He will begin to give us what we need to fulfill that vision.  God has a 
big plan for your life, your village/city, your nation, your church. He’s waiting for 
someone to open their heart wide, believe His Word and fulfill a big vision. 

 
13. Where there is no vision from the Lord, people perish.  Proverbs 29:18.  If there 

is no vision, people do not progress.  God wants to add more and more to our 
life, but we must allow Him to add to our vision.  The vision causes us to grow.  
As leaders, our responsibility is to help the people in our church, our small 
group, our city, see the vision God has for them. 

 
14. Vision begins as an idea.  Then that ideas enters your spirit.  As you grow in 

your relationship with the Lord God helps that vision grow in your spirit.  You 
begin to see more clearly about that vision, then you begin to produce fruit. 

 
 
Our Vision Must Be According to God’s Vision 
 
It’s important to understand that God only blesses the visions which He creates in 
our spirit and He only blesses a vision which agrees with His vision for mankind.  
Therefore, when we think we have received a vision from the Lord, we must 
compare it with what we know about God’s vision for the earth and mankind. 
 
Genesis 1:26-28. 
 

1. God intends for mankind to have a perfect relationship with Him and 
other people. 

 
2. God intends for mankind to reflect His character and be His 

representative on this earth. 
 

3. God intends for mankind to rule over sin, the world, and the evil 
powers which oppose the Kingdom of God. 
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4. God intends for mankind to reproduce these characteristics and 

abilities in other people. 
 
Ephesians 1:9-10. God’s purpose is revealed in the life and ministry of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  We look at the life of the Lord Jesus to find our 
pattern for our vision. 

 
Ephesians 3:10-11.  The Church represents the Kingdom of God on this earth.  God 

does His work on the earth through the church, therefore, our 
vision must also relate to the local church. 

 
 
God’s Vision for the Nations 
 
Isaiah 2:1-4. God wants all nations to come into His house (the church) and 

He wants to educate them according to His ways.  He wants 
nations to live in peace. 

 
Joel 2:28. God wants to pour out His Holy Spirit upon every nation, young 

and old. 
 
 
God’s Vision for the Cities 
 
Isaiah 54:11-15 God’s vision for the cities is prosperity, the citizens to know the 

Lord, peace, righteousness, no injustice and oppression, 
security and overcome its enemies. 

 
God’s Vision for the Church 
 
Acts 2:37-47. God wants His church to really repent, be baptized, be filled with 

His Holy Spirit, have close relationships with each other, help 
the poor and needy, bring many people to know Jesus as Savior 
and have influence for righteousness in the city and nation. 

 
Acts 4:23-35 God wants His church to experience His presence, speak the 

Word of God with boldness, have one heart, experience God’s 
power and help one another with their needs. 

 
 
God’s Vision for Each Individual Christian 
 
Deuteronomy 28:1-14. We have already studied from these verses that God 

wants each individual Christian to prosper, have success 
and receive many blessings from Him. 

 
Acts 10:38. God wants each Christian to do the same works that 

Jesus used to do – destroy the works of Satan. 
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Vision 
 
 
 

Seven People Who Had a Vision  
and Fulfilled It 
 
 
 
 
 
The Bible is full of examples of men and women who received a dream and a vision 
from God and fulfilled that vision.  God wants us to know about their lives and we 
can learn from their examples. 
 
 
1. NOAH.  Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6-9.  Noah is a man who received a vision 

from the Lord.  He was righteous and faithful to the Lord even though most of 
the people of his generation was very evil.  God revealed a plan to Noah.  He 
gave Noah and idea to build a big boat.  God told Noah exactly what He 
wanted him to do.  In his mind, Noah could see the boat.  He could see the 
vision finished already.  God told him what to do, but He didn’t tell him how to 
do it.  The vision was bigger than Noah.  It was beyond his ability.  Therefore, 
Noah had to invite other people who had a similar vision and whom he had a 
relationship with to help him fulfill his vision.  We don’t know if Noah had 
enough money to fulfill his vision or enough resources, but that didn’t prevent 
Noah from believing God and continuing to try to fulfill his vision.  Also, Noah 
met with persecution.  The people all around him mocked him and didn’t 
support him.  In fact, they were opposed to him, but his circumstances, his 
lack of resources nor persecution stopped him from fulfilling his vision.  Noah 
had to work 120 years until his vision was fulfilled. 

 
 For us, too, sometimes we will meet difficulties trying to fulfill our vision.  

People will oppose us and discourage us, even our friends and family will 
sometimes discourage us.  Sometimes we won’t have enough resources or 
money, but if we trust God and continue to try to fulfill our vision, He will give 
us everything we need.  Sometimes we must look for other people to help us 
fulfill our vision.  Sometimes we must hire them, or partner with them or train 
them.  Don’t let anything stop you from fulfilling your vision.  Don’t be 
discouraged because you must work hard and wait.   God is faithful to you 
and will help you. 

 
2. ABRAHAM.  Hebrews 11:8-10; Genesis 12-25; Romans 4. Abraham is 

another man who received a wonderful vision from the Lord.  (Genesis 12:1-
3)  Abraham received many wonderful promises from God:  He would have so 
many descendents you cannot count them; his wife would have a baby when 
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she was old; he would receive land as an inheritance for his descendents.  
Abraham was called to leave his home country and go to a new land which he 
didn’t know.  At first he brought his father along with him and his nephew.  He 
didn’t trust the Lord 100%.  He father died and his nephew caused many 
problems for him.   He met with fear and war and many problems, but he 
remained faithful to the Lord and his vision.  He didn’t know clearly how his 
vision would be fulfilled, but his faith in God was steadfast.  Abraham didn’t sit 
in his house waiting for his vision to be fulfilled.  Even though he lacked ability 
and resources and didn’t see his vision clearly, he rose up and started.  He 
did something.  He tried to obey God and God blessed him and helped him 
fulfill his vision step-by-step.  Abraham received a promise regarding his 
descendents, but had to wait 25 years to see this promise fulfilled. 

 
 We, too must obey God’s Word to see our vision fulfilled.  We must start to do 

something and as we start to obey God, even though we don’t understand it 
clearly.  Most people who receive a vision from God know what God wants 
them to do, but they don’t understand clearly how to do what God wants them 
to do.  But we  must continue to pray and do something.  As we begin to obey 
God, He will show us clearly step-by-step.  Like Abraham, sometimes our 
vision seems impossible, but as we are faithful to follow Him and His 
principles we will see our vision fulfilled. 

 
3. JOSEPH.  Hebrews 11:22; Genesis 37-50.  Joseph is another man who 

received a vision from the Lord.  When he was a youth he received a 
wonderful dream which showed him he would someday be a leader.  As a 
youth, he had pride and shared his dream with his parents and brothers.  
They didn’t understand his dream.  His brothers opposed him and persecuted 
him.  For many years Joseph met many problems.  He was accused and put 
in jail.  His friends didn’t fulfill their promises to him.  But did he forget his 
vision?  Did he through his vision away?  No.  His vision was in his spirit.  At 
the bottom of the well, in the prison, in far away Egypt, he didn’t forget his 
vision.  He prepared himself and remained faithful to the Lord, the Word of 
God and God’s principles.  I’m sure he prayed a lot about his vision and cried 
out, “Lord, fulfill your Word in my life.  Do whatever you need to do to prepare 
me to do what you want me to do.”  After many years, Joseph fulfilled his 
vision. 

 
 Sometimes people and circumstances oppose us and try to stop us from 

fulfilling our vision.  Sometimes we meet many problems.  We must put the 
vision – the Word of God – in our spirit.  In our next lesson we will tell you how 
to do that.  Who or what will stop you from trying to fulfill your vision?  You 
must put it in your spirit.  You must pray about it a lot and meditate on it a lot.  
You must see the vision in your mind.  These things will encourage you when 
you meet problems.  We must understand that many times we meet 
problems.  We think those problems try to prevent us from fulfilling our vision.  
But really, these problems change our character, change our thinking, 
increase our faith, test our heart and help prepare us to fulfill our vision.  
(James 1:2-4)  When most of us receive a vision from God we are not ready 
to fulfill that vision immediately.   Many times our faith is small, our strength is 
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small and our character is not pure.  God allows problems to enter our life to 
prepare us to fulfill the vision.  The problems are our friends, not our enemies. 

 
4. MOSES.  Hebrews 11:24-27; Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy.  Moses is 

a man who actually helped Abraham fulfill his vision.  Even though he lived 
more than 500 years after Abraham, he knew Abraham’s vision.  He said, 
“Yes, this is a vision from God.  This is my vision, too.”    Moses chose to 
suffer to fulfill his vision.  He had the opportunity to live in the King’s palace 
and eat delicious food and wear nice clothes, but he chose to reject all that to 
fulfill the vision God gave him.  Moses did not allow himself to be distracted 
and follow his own vision, which was not God’s vision.  He met with many 
temptations, but overcame them because of the vision.  The vision helped him 
over come difficulties, rejection and temptation.  When Moses received the 
vision from God, like all the other people we’ve studied, he didn’t have the 
ability within himself to fulfill the vision.  He didn’t have the money, the 
resources or the wisdom to fulfill the vision.  He knew what to do, but didn’t 
know how to do it.  But Moses didn’t sit among the sheep and think about his 
vision.  He got up and did something.   As he was faithful to the Lord and His 
Word, God helped Moses step-by-step. 

 
 Sometimes our vision is part of another person’s vision.  Sometimes when we 

work with someone, we know their vision, and we say, “This is a good vision.  
I agree with this vision.  This is my vision, too.”  Sometimes we work with a 
person for a while and serve their vision.  As we serve their vision, God gives 
us a vision.  Perhaps our vision is similar to theirs.  Perhaps our vision comes 
from their vision.  Many times we must suffer a little to fulfill our vision.  
Sometimes friends and family don’t understand us.  Sometimes we must 
sacrifice a little to fulfill our vision.  Jesus promises that whoever sacrifices the 
things of this world, God will add more to them in this world and in the world to 
come.  As you already know, many times when we receive a vision from God, 
we don’t have the resources to fulfill that vision.  Never mind!  God had all the 
resources.  He only asks us to obey Him and allow Him to prepare our 
character to fulfill the vision.  He will give us everything we need to do 
everything He wants us to do.  This is His promise. 

 
5. JOSHUA AND CALEB.  Numbers 12.  You already know the story about the 

twelve spies.  The vision of the ten spies was small.  They saw the problems.  
They saw they lacked ability.  Therefore, they didn’t enter into their 
inheritance.  They lived and died in a wilderness and never fulfilled the vision 
God wanted them to fulfill.  But, there were two other men – Joshua and 
Caleb.  These men were different.  They had a vision.  The vision was in their 
spirit.  They saw the vision clearly.  They had the same ability as the other 
men, but they didn’t trust in their own ability – they trusted in God.  Because 
these men put the vision in their spirit, they overcame fear and opposition.  
They didn’t allow the unbelief of their friends to prevent them from fulfilling 
their vision.  Look at Caleb.  After they entered the Land of Canaan he saw a 
mountain.  He had a vision to build his house on the top of that mountain.  
(Joshua 14:6-13)  Forty-five years before he saw that mountain.  For forty-
five years that vision was in his spirit.  He thought about it a lot.  When me 
met discouragement, when he fought against the enemy, the vision of his 
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house on that mountain was in his spirit.  The vision gave him hope.  The 
vision game him strength.  The vision helped him to overcome every difficulty.  
But their were strong men living on that mountain.  He didn’t care.  He said 
even though he was eight-five years old he still had enough strength  and faith 
in God to fulfill his vision. 

 
 This is wonderful.  Put the vision in your spirit.  You will meet difficulties, but 

the vision will give you strength to overcome those difficulties.  Don’t trust in 
your own ability to fulfill the vision.  You prepare yourself, allow the difficulties 
to prepare you, get up and do something, but trust in God’s ability. 

 
6. NEHEMIAH.  Nehemiah 1:1-5.  Nehemiah was a servant of a foreign king.  

He lived far away from his homeland.  He heard the news about his 
homeland.  There was war.  The city was destroyed.  The walls were broken 
down.  When he heard this news, God put an idea in his mind.  God put a 
vision in his spirit – return to your homeland and rebuild the walls of the city.  
How could he do this?  He was the servant of a king who didn’t believe in his 
God.  He had responsibilities to fulfill.  He homeland was far away.  He didn’t 
have the resources to rebuild the walls.  There were many people in that 
district who hated the Jews.  How would Nehemiah fulfill this vision?  Very 
difficult.   

  
Nehemiah prayed.  He asked God to help him.  God touched the king’ heart 
and he allowed Nehemiah to return to his homeland.  Nehemiah gathered the 
people together and they started to build the walls, but their enemies attacked 
them.  The people helping Nehemiah became discouraged.  What did 
Nehemiah do?  He prayed again.  He went for a walk around the city to renew 
his vision and encourage himself.  He went by himself to be alone with God.  
After that God gave him wisdom as to how to fulfill his vision. 
 
Sometimes we think it’s impossible to fulfill our vision.  Sometimes it is very 
difficult.  What do we do?  We pray.  As we pray God will give us a plan.  He 
will show us step-by-step what to do.  He will prepare the people, the money 
and the circumstances to help us fulfill His vision.  As we already know, we 
will meet enemies and many problems.  Don’t allow those problems to 
discourage or distract you.  Get back to God.  Seek God again, by yourself.  
Renew your vision. 

 
7. PAUL.  Acts 9:15-20; 2 Corinthians 11:16-29.  As a new Christian, Paul 

received a vision from the Lord.  He knew God has called him to go to the 
Gentiles and bring the Good News of the Lord Jesus to them.  Paul was a 
new Christian.  He didn’t know anything about the Christian religion.  But Paul 
put the vision in his heart.  He put it in his spirit.  He started immediately to 
obey the Lord.  He started to do the things he knew would please the Lord.  
During his life, Paul met many, many problems, but he didn’t allow those 
problems to discourage him.  The vision was in his spirit.   He fulfilled his 
vision.  (2 Timothy 4:6-8) 

 
 Paul served the Lord many years before he began to fulfill the vision.   He 

immediately began to do the things the Lord wanted him to do.  He witnessed 
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and shared the Gospel.  He attended the church meetings.  Even though he 
used to have a high position in the religion of the Jews, he humbled himself 
and studied under other men who had a lesser education.  He served as a 
normal Christian in the church and worked as an assistant to another man.  
Finally, the Lord raised him up and he began to fulfill his vision.  Sometimes, 
we must work with other people who have lesser ability and education than 
us.  Before the Lord lifts us up, we must humble ourselves.  We must learn 
from others – everybody.  To fulfill our vision we must live the life of a normal 
Christian.  We must read the Bible, pray, share the Gospel, serve in the 
church, work as an assistant before the Lord will raise us up.  This is the way 
of the Lord.  This is the way we fulfill the vision the Lord has given us. 
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Six Steps to Fulfill Your Vision 
 
 
 
 
It is one thing to have a vision, but it is another thing to begin to fulfill that vision.  The 
vision will not be fulfilled by itself.  We don’t trust in our own ability, but in God’s 
ability.  Nevertheless, we must work hard to fulfill that vision.  We must prepare 
ourselves and allow the difficulties to prepare us.  Here are six things you can do to 
begin to fulfill your vision. 
 
 
1. Find the Holy Spirit’s Plan and Goal for Your Life.  The first thing you must 

do to begin to fulfill your vision is pray.  You must pray and ask God to give 
you a vision.  Ask God to show you His purpose and vision for your life.  What 
does He want you to do?    If you get involved with the Holy Spirit He will give 
you dreams and visions.  He will put ideas in your mind.  (Acts 2:17)  The 
people who have not yet received a vision from the Lord about what He wants 
them to do are the people who have not yet prayed.  When you begin to seek 
the Holy Spirit’s plan, His desire, His vision for your life, you will begin to see 
what he wants for you.  He plan will become clear.  He will create the vision in 
your heart.  After you pray and know His vision for your life you must begin to 
work.  You must obey Him.  Even before you see the fruit of that vision you 
must begin to obey.  If God has called you to be a pastor, you must start 
doing the work of a pastor, even before you have a church.  If God has called 
you to be a businessman, you must begin to think like a businessman, even 
before you have a business.  God has a plan for you, but you must spend a 
lot of time with the Holy Spirit – pray a lot – to discover that plan. 

 
2. Meditate on God’s Plan For You Each Day.  Faith will enter your heart for 

your vision when you hear.  (Romans 10:17)  We usually don’t believe 100% 
the first time we hear.  We must hear again and again.  When we receive a 
vision or idea from the Lord, we should meditate on that Word.  Meditate 
means to think about something.  To create a picture in your mind.  To think 
again and again about something until it enters your spirit.  Psalm 1:1-3.  
When we meditate on God’s Word to us every day and night that word will 
grow.  It will create faith.  It will give us strength.  It will create spiritual fruit.  
You will begin to prosper.  We should be careful about what we allow to enter 
our mind and spirit – books, music, television, because what we think about 
and allow to enter into our life will be what we become.  Every day when you 
pray, meditate on God’s promises to you.  Confess them with your mouth.  As 
you do this your vision will grow and become clear. 
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3. Find an Example.  Jesus told Peter, James, John and Andrew, “Follow me 
and I will teach you how to catch men.”  Before, they only knew how to catch 
fish, but Jesus said, “Come and watch Me.  I’ll show you how to catch men.”  
Paul said to follow him as he followed the Lord Jesus.  We need someone as 
an example to follow.  When Jesus’ disciples watched Him, they knew how to 
do many things.  He was their example.  If you want to learn how to do 
something, find someone who already is doing that.  If you want to become a 
good mother or father, find a good mother or father and watch them, learn 
from them.  If you want to be a good pastor, businessman, teacher, leader, 
etc.  Find   someone who can do that and relate to them.  Ask them questions.  
Read their books.  Spend time with them. 

 
4. Discuss Your Vision With People Full of Faith.  Don’t talk to unbelievers 

about your vision.  They will discourage you or give you advice from the ways 
of the world.  Discuss your vision with people full of faith who will encourage 
you.   Continue to discuss your idea until it is clear.  When we speak about 
our vision, to God or others, it helps us to understand that vision more clearly.  
As we discuss our vision with other people, sometimes they correct us or 
show us what the Bible says.  When we discuss our vision we can see our 
mistakes. 

 
5. Confess That the Vision is Your Vision.  By confessing our vision I mean 

we say, “I will become a businessman.  I will become a pastor.  I will become 
a great husband or wife.”   The Bible teaches that it’s important to speak the 
words of faith, not only think them.  We speak what is true, whether that truth 
has happened in our life yet or not.  We speak the truth whether we have 
experienced that truth yet or not.  We don’t follow our emotions or 
circumstances.  We speak the Word of God and declare our plans.  When we 
do this it confirms God’s Word in our heart.  When we confess our vision it 
releases faith and you commit yourself to that vision. 

 
6. Write Your Vision.  Habakkuk 2:2.  When you write your vision down it is 

like confessing it.  If you cannot write your vision in one or two sentences, you 
don’t understand it clearly.  You need to pray and meditate more.  Sometimes 
our vision changes a little.  We should write it down again.  We should write 
our vision and put it in a place where we can see it each day.  Writing and 
confessing the vision builds faith and strength in us and it draws other people 
to come and help us fulfill our vision.   

 
 
Seven Things Which Will Prevent You From Fulfilling Your Vision 
 
1. Stronghold of Lack of Finances.  Use the finances you have.  Save money.  

Sacrifice.  Follow God’s principles for money in the Bible.  Trust God to give 
you what you need to do what He wants you to do. 

 
2. The Stronghold of What is Impossible For Human Beings.  God always 

does what people cannot do.  God wants to show His power.  This is His way.  
He always does what we cannot do. 
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3. The Stronghold of Spiritual War.  Satan and all the power of hell will oppose 
you.   Don’t be discouraged.  You will overcome them by obeying God 100%, 
prayer, fasting and faith. 

 
4. The Stronghold of Immorality.  You must be completely honest and holy.  

You cannot commit immorality and think that you will succeed.  It will not 
happen.  You must be holy. 

 
5. The Stronghold of the Ways of This World.  Do not follow the ways of this 

world.  Do not create your vision or try to fulfill it according to the ways of this 
world.  God created principles in the Bible for family relationships, money, 
church, leadership, business and everything we do.  Look for those principles 
and follow them rather than the ways of the world. 

 
6. The Stronghold of Religion.  Religion chokes people.  Even Christians who 

trust in Jesus can turn back to only following a religion, not having a 
relationship  with the Lord Jesus.  To follow a religion means to follow the 
rules and ways of someone but have no life.  Christianity has many rules.  We 
don’t only follow those rules, we also have a relationship with our Lord.  If we 
only follow the rules of Christianity, we are just like other religions – rules but 
no power. 

 
7. The Stronghold of Conflicts in Relationships.  Our vision involves 

relationships with other people.  If we don’t  know how to have a good 
relationship with other people we will never fulfill God’s vision for our life. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
1. Never allow the world, the flesh or Satan to create your vision. 
 
2. Never allow your vision to be too small. 
 
3. Never allow discouragement to rule over your vision. 
 
4. Never allow the circumstances which happen in your life to control your vision. 
 
5. Never allow lack of money to control your vision. 
 
6. Never allow people who have no faith to control your vision. 
 
7. Never allow failure to control your vision. 



Charles McCaul 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles McCaul has been married to Cynthia McCaul since 1974.  They have four children.  After 

serving as an assistant pastor at Valley Christian Center in Harrisburg, Oregon for 4 years and Eugene 

Christian Fellowship in Eugene, Oregon for 14 years they moved their family of 4 to Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia in 1995 where they assisted in laying the foundations and building up what is now the 

largest local church in Cambodia, New Life Fellowship, and serving on the Apostolic Team of New Life 

Fellowship of Churches in Cambodia.  Chuck is an author of more than 25 book and booklets focusing 
on Christian Leadership, Local Church Issues, Personal Growth and Bible-Related Studies.  Many 
of them have been written for the Cambodian Context and have been translated into the 
Cambodian Language.  Charles is also director of the Cambodian Leadership Institute. 

Written, audio and video lessons are available from Charles at the following sites: 

Email:   charles.edward.mccaul@gmail.com  

Facebook: Charles McCaul 

Twitter: @McCaulCharles 

WordPress: charlesedwardmccaul.wordpress.com 

SoundCloud: Charles McCaul Mentoring Growing Leaders 

YouTube: Mentoring Growing Leaders  

LinkedIn: Charles McCaul 

 

Many written, audio and video lessons are often available in both English and Khmer Language. 
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