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God Became a Man 
 
 
 

Mankind has a problem.  All people are separated from God because of their sinful 
nature and their sinful actions.  God cannot accept them.  He does not hear their prayers or 
receive their sacrifices, because they are sinners.  Nevertheless, God still loves mankind.  He 
wants to forgive their sin and have a relationship with them.  He wants to become their father 
and show them the way to live in this life. 
 

Another problem is this: The result of mankind’s sin is death.  Because they are 
sinners, they will die and suffer forever in the Lake of Fire.  But God had a plan.  He would 
become a man.  God would live in a human body.  He would be a sinless man.  He would 
live on the earth, show his love to people, and become the final sacrifice for their sins.  He 
would die on a cross and would receive the punishment that all people should receive.  When 
people hear about God’s great love they would believe on the Savior, repent from their sins, 
and follow the ways of God with all their heart.   
 

There fore, God became a man: Jesus Christ.  He was God, yet he was man.  He had 
the power of God and the weakness of man.  No other man is like this, only Jesus Christ.  This 
passage tells us what God did. 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 
 
 
1. Jesus had the same rank as God.  (verse 5) 
 

We know that there is one God, but the one true God has revealed himself as 
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  One God, three persons.  Jesus is the 
image of the God we cannot see (Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:1-4).   

 
2. When God became a man he did not use his rank.  (verse 6) 
 

Because Jesus was God he was the King of kings and creator of the universe.  
At that time people should have served him.  He should have lived in a palace.  He 
should have had an easy life. But he did not use his rank.   

 
3. He didn’t keep that which belonged to him.  (verse 6) 
 

What things belonged to him?  Glory, honor, power, an easy life.  When God 
left heaven and became a man he left his glory and his honor.   

 



4. He sacrificed everything.  (verse 7) 
 

Jesus choose to leave heaven and come to the earth.  He choose to sacrifice 
everything. 

 
5. He became a slave.   (verse 7) 
 

Because he became a man, he became a slave to human nature.  God does not 
need food, air, rest, but when he became a man he did need these things.  God choose 
to come to earth and serve people. 

 
6. He came to men as a man.  (verse 7) 
 

He did not come to earth as a king.  He did not come to earth to receive honor.  
He came as a man.  He suffered as a man.  He lived like people live.  He had a job.  
He had a mother and father, brothers and sisters.  He became hungry, thirsty, and tired.  
Jesus had the nature of a man and the nature of God. 

 
7. He lived a simple life.  (verse 7) 
 

Because he was God, Jesus could have lived anywhere he wanted to live.  He 
could have done anything he wanted to do, but he choose to live a simple life. 

 
 

This would be like King Norodom Sihanouk leaving the palace and living in a village as 
a simple person.  He is the king of Cambodia, but he chooses to suffer with the people of 
Cambodia.  Why would God do this?  Because of love.  Because he suffered as a man now 
he knows about the problems of people.  Other people don’t have to tell him about the 
problems of life - he knows.  He knows your problems.  He knows your pain.  God became a 
man because he was filled with love for people.   
 
8. He humbled himself and according to God’s plan he died on a cross.  (verse 8) 
 

This was God’s plan - to come to earth, show his love, suffer and die.  Only 
God has no sin.  Only a person without sin could become a sinless sacrifice for all 
people and receive their punishment.  Jesus allowed the Jews to kill him.  He gave his 
life, they did  not take it.  Jesus could have called angels to protect him, but he 
allowed them to crucify him.  When he died, he received the punishment that you 
should receive.  (2 Corinthians 5:15) 

 
9. Because he suffered and died, God exalted him.  (verse 9-11) 
 

You know that three days later God raised Jesus from the dead.  Forty days 
later he ascended to heaven.  Now he is in heaven, full of glory and honor.  Because 
he choose to obey God’s command he now has honor.  Someday every person will 
stand in front of God’s throne.  Jesus will be sitting on that throne.  At that time all the 
people who didn’t believe in him will confess that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the 
world.  After that they will be judged and put into the Lake of Fire because they 
rejected God’s plan for their salvation.  But all of those who believe on him.  The 
people who have repented of their sins and received him as their only Savior - God will 



welcome them into his kingdom and they will live with him forever. 
 
 

This is God’s plan. This is what Jesus Christ did for you, and for your family and 
friends - for all the people of the world.  This is the good news we have for Cambodia.  We 
must tell the people of Cambodia about God’s wonderful plan for their life. 
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Faith 
 
 
 
1. Faith is when we believe with all our heart something we cannot see or do not 

have yet.   
Hebrews 11:1 

Everybody has faith.  The student has faith he will receive a job when he 
graduates from the university.  The employee believes the words of his boss when he 
promises him a salary every month.  In many different ways we trust the words of 
people and believe we will receive something in the future which we don’t see yet. 

 
 
2. We have faith because of the character of the person who has promised. 

Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18 
When someone makes me a promise or asks me to believe them, I think about 

their character.  Can I believe them?  Are they an honest person?  Do they speak 
the truth?  We have faith in God because of his Word and his character and because 
of the character of the disciples of Jesus.  These men knew Jesus.  They lived with 
him, and every one of them died because of him.  They tell us that they speak the 
truth about what they write (Luke 1:1-4; 2 Peter 1:16-18).  God is true.  He is 
faithful.  He is righteous.  Nothing is too difficult for him.  Therefore, we believe 
in him and his word. 

 
 
3. We need faith to become a Christian and to grow as a Christian. 

Hebrews 11:6; Romans 1:16-17 
Our relationship with God begins when we believe that he lives and is the only 

one true God; that we are sinners and need a Savior, and that God sent Jesus Christ to 
be the only Savior for all people.  After we surrender our life to Jesus we continue to 
grow in our relationship with him when we continue to believe the wonderful 
promises he has for us in his Word.  If we do not believe the promises we will not 
grow. 

 
 
4. Faith comes when hear the Word of God.   

Romans 10:17 
When we hear someone teach the Word of God, or when we read the Bible we 

receive faith and our faith grows.  This is why we always teach the Bible, give 
Bibles to people, and tell people to read the Bible every day.   

 
 
 



5. If we have faith, then we will have actions to show that our faith is real. 
James 2:14-26 

If we say we believe, then we will act and speak as if we believe.  If we say 
we are a Christian, then we will live like a Christian.  If we believe something, we 
should speak words of faith.  If we believe something our actions will show that we 
really believe it.  True faith has words and actions to prove that it is true. 

 
 
6. Faith opens the door to the supernatural blessings of God.   

James 1:2-8 
We receive God’s blessings and promises through faith.  It is only when we 

believe the promises that we will receive them.   
 
 
Other verses from the Bible about faith: 
 
Matthew 8:13; Matthew 9:29-30; Matthew 17:20; Mark 9:23; Luke 17:5; John 3:15; John 
5:24; John 6:28-29; John 11:25; John 12:46; John 20:31; Romans 5:1; Romans 10:9; 
Galatians 3:6; Ephesians 6:16; Philippians 3:9; Hebrews, chapter 11; 1 John 5:4;  
 
 
Examples of people who had faith: 
Matthew 8:2; Matthew 8:10; Matthew 9:18; Matthew 9:28; Matthew 15:28; Mark 5:28 
 
Special promises to those who have faith: 
Matthew 21:22; John 1:12; John 7:38; John 14:12; Romans 10:11; Colossians 1:23; Hebrews 
4:3; James 2:5; 1 Peter 2:6; 1 John 5:14 
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The Worship of Idols 
 
 
 
 

There is one true God (Deuteronomy 4:35; 2 Samuel 7:22; Psalm 83:18; Psalms 86:10; 
Isaiah 43:10; Isaiah 44:6; Isaiah 45:18; 1 Timothy 2:5).  In the beginning he created 
everything.  He is the creator.  He is the Father of all creation.  Only this God should receive 
glory, honor, praise and worship (Revelation 4:11).  God commands us to worship him and 
only him (Exodus 20:3).  Every other god is a false god and was created in the minds of 
people. 
 
 
 
1. People Create a God in Their Own Mind  
 

A. God is spirit (John 4:24; Acts 7:48-50).  He doesn’t have a body, but his 
presence fills the universe (Psalm 139:7-10).  It’s difficult for people to 
understand about God because he’s different from people (Acts 17:25). 

 
B. People create gods in their own mind.  They want to know about God.  They 

know in their heart their is a God.  Therefore religious people think in their 
mind about the kind of God they want.  Then they draw a picture of their god or 
make a statue of it and worship it.  They create their own religion (Psalm 
115:1-8; Isaiah 40:18-20). 

 
C. The god people create is not the one true God.  When they worship at these 

statues they disobey God’s word and his law. 
 
 
2. When People Worship at Statues They Actually Worship Evil Spirits 

1 Corinthians 10:14, 19-21; Deuteronomy 32:17 
 

A. Evil spirits disguise themselves as angels (2 Corinthians 11:13-15). 
 

B. Evil spirits live in and at the places where people worship statues or false gods. 
 

C. When people worship at those places they actually invite evil spirits to work in 
their life.  The evil spirit may do good things for them for awhile, but 
eventually it will begin to destroy their life (John 10:10). 

 
 
3. We Must Worship God How He Commands Us to Worship Him 



Exodus 20:1-3; John 4:24 
 

A. People cannot worship God according to their own ideas.  We must worship 
God according to his plan in the Bible (Isaiah 55:8-9).  God says that we must 
not bow down in front of an idol.  We must not show respect or give honor to 
an idol.  This is sin.  When we do like this we give God’s honor and glory to a 
false God (Isaiah 42:8).  We give honor and glory to an evil spirit. 

 
B. We cannot burn incense at an altar and say we are worshiping the one true God.  

God says this is sin. 
 

C. God says we worship him when we repent from our sins and turn away from 
everything that he calls sin (Acts 2:36-38). 

 
D. God says we worship him when we obey his word and live a righteous life (John 

14:15, 21). 
 

E. God must be number one in our life (Matthew 22:34-39).  If we do not love 
God with all our heart then we commit sin.  If God is not number one in our 
life, then something else is.   

 
F. God says we worship him when we honor him with all of our actions and all of 

our thoughts (Colossians 3:17). 
 
 
 

If you have every bowed down before another man to show him honor, or if you have 
ever bowed down in front of a statue to worship or give honor, you have sinned.  You have 
disobeyed the word of God.  God says that the result of sin is death and punishment (Romans 
6:23; Revelation 20:11-15).  You must repent from your sin.  You must believe that God sent 
Jesus to receive the punishment for your sinful actions.  When Jesus died he received the 
punishment which you should receive.  You must submit your life to Jesus as Lord and ruler of 
your life.  When you surrender your life to Jesus, the Savior sent by God, he will forgive you 
and his Holy Spirit will come to live in you to give you power to live a righteous life. 
 

 
 
 
Other verses in the Bible about the worship of idols: 
 
Leviticus 17:7; 26:1; Deuteronomy 7:25; Isaiah 45:20; Jeremiah 10:5; Romans 1:22-23; 1 John 
5:25; Revelation 9:20 
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Satan and Evil Spirits 
 
 
 

People all over the world believe that evil spirits exist.  People all over the world are 
afraid of evil spirits.  They do many things to protect themselves from evil spirits or to try 
and make the evil spirits happy.  Many people live their life in fear of evil spirits.  I know 
this is true in Cambodia.  Today I’m going to teach you what God says in the Bible about 
Satan and evil spirits. 
 
 
1. Satan is the leader of evil spirits. 

Ezekiel 28:11-19; Isaiah 14:12-15 
In the beginning all spirits were good, but Satan and many good spirits 

rebelled against God.  When they did this they became evil.  They became the 
enemies of God and of people.  Satan became the leader of all these evil spirits.  
Evil spirits are not the spirits of dead people.  When a person dies they cannot come 
back.  When they die they stand at God’s throne to be judged for their sins (Hebrews 
9:27; Revelation 20:11-15). 

 
2. Satan and evil spirits want to kill, steal, and destroy. 

John 10:10; 1 Peter 5:8 
They want to take your life.  They want to steal your future.  They want to 

destroy your hope.  Evil spirits can cause people to become sick, deaf and blind 
(Matthew 9:32-33; 12:22; Job 2:7; Luke 9:42; 13:1).  Satan and evil spirits want to 
bring problems to your life.  They hate God and they hate you. 

 
3. Satan and evil spirits lie to people and deceive them. 

John 8:44 
They tell people there is no God.  They tell people to follow their own way.  

They tell people there are many ways to God.  They tell people the opposite of what 
God says. 

 
4. Evil spirits want to fill people’s hearts and control their lives. 

Acts 5:3; Matthew 8:28-34 
When people continue to follow the lies of evil spirits.  When they continue 

to reject the truth of God’s Word, evil spirits begin to control more and more of their 
life.  Soon they are completely deceived.  Their heart is hard.  When people go to 
the pagoda and offer sacrifices to spirits, they open their hearts for the spirits to 
control them (1 Corinthians 10:19-21).  When they offer their sacrifice to their “god” 
they actually offer their sacrifice to evil spirits.  When we are angry and do not 
forgive people we allow evil spirits to influence us (2 Corinthians 2:5-11; Ephesians 
4:26-27). 



5. Satan and evil spirits disguise themselves to be good. 
2 Corinthians 11:3, 13-15 

Evil spirits deceive people and enter their hearts.  Those people appear to be 
good, but they teach lies.  They want to deceive you.  If they teach differently from 
the Bible, they are liars.  They are deceived and controlled by evil spirits. 

 
6. At the end of this world Satan and evil spirits will be judged and put into the 

Lake of Fire. 
Matthew 25:41; Jude 1:6; Revelation 20:10 

They will be punished forever.  All of the people who reject God’s love will 
also be put into the Lake of Fire to be punished because of their sins. 

 
7. Since God created everything, He has power over everything and everyone.  

Jesus has power and authority over Satan and evil spirits. 
Matthew 28:18 

While Jesus lived on this earth he broke the power of Satan in people’s lives.  
He commanded evil spirits to leave people’s bodies.  He healed people.  When 
Jesus died on the cross he broke the power of Satan in the earth.  God gave Jesus 
power over Satan. 

 
8. The disciples of Jesus have power over Satan and evil spirits. 

Matthew 10:1; Luke 10:19 
Jesus gave his disciples power and authority over Satan and evil spirits.  

Christians do not need to fear evil spirits.  We can command them to leave in the 
name of Jesus Christ.  We do not have power in ourselves, but Jesus has given us 
power.  People who are not Christians have no power over evil spirits (Acts 
19:13-16).  They cannot protect themselves from evil spirits.  Prayer, sacrifices, 
tattoos, ropes tied around themselves - nothing can protect them from evil spirits.  
Only Jesus Christ and his disciples have power and authority over evil spirits.  If we 
resist Satan and evil spirits they must leave from us (James 4:7). 

 
 

Satan and evil spirits want to rule over your life.  They want to hurt you, give you 
problems, and deceive you.  If you are not a Christian you have no power to stop them.  
There is only one truth.  There is only one true God.  There is only one way to protect 
yourself from Satan and evil spirits.  Believe the good news of God.  Repent from your 
sins.  Give all of your life to Jesus Christ.  Let him fill you with his Holy Spirit and begin 
to grow in your relationship with him. 
 
 
Other verses in the Bible about Satan and evil spirits: 
 
Genesis 4:4-5; Job 1:9-12; 2:7; Zechariah 3:1; Matthew 4:1; 13:19; 38-39; Luke 4:13; John 
12:31; Acts 26:18; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4; 10:3-5; 2 Thessalonians 2:8; Ephesians 6:10-18; 
Hebrews 2:14; James 4:7-8; 1 John 3:8 
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About the Spiritual War With Satan and Evil Spirits 
 
 
1. There is a spiritual war between Satan and his army of evil spirits and God and 

his army of angels. 
Revelation 19:11-16, 19; 16:13-14 

 
2. Human beings are also involved in this spiritual war. 

Ephesians 6:11-12 
 
3. Satan wants to destroy everything God wants to do on this earth. 

2 Thessalonians 2:4 
 
4. Satan deceives people and does not want them to repent and believe on Jesus. 

Revelation 20:7-8; 2 Corinthians 11:3, 14-15 
 
5. Jesus has more authority and power than Satan. 

Matthew 28:18 
 
6. In the end God will win over Satan. 

Revelation 20:10 
 
7. God has given authority to Christians. 

Matthew 10:1 
 
8. Christians have authority over Satan and evil spirits. 

Mark 6:7-13; Luke 10:19 
 
9. There is power in our words. 

Mark 11:23; Romans 10:8-10; Proverbs 18:21; Revelation 12:11 
10. We can defeat Satan through prayer - by asking God and commanding Satan. 

2 Corinthians 12:7-8; Acts 16:16-18; Mark 3:27 
 
11. We should ask God to set people free from Satan’s power and we should 

command Satan to release them. 
Mark 3:27; Matthew 17:18; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 

 
12. We should pray the promises of God and confess them. 

Acts 4:24-31; Hebrews 6:12 
 
13. God has given us spiritual weapons to fight against Satan. 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:10-18 
 



14. We should believe that what we say and pray will be fulfilled. 
Hebrews 4:2; 6:12 
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Repentance 
 
 
 
Luke 13:1-3 
 

Many people think that if you have problems then you must have sinned and if you 
don’t have problems you do not have sin.  This is not true.  Jesus said all people have sin.  
All people have problems.  (Romans 3:23) He also said that if we do not repent we will die 
like the people in this story. 

If you want to know God, follow him and have a relationship with him you must first 
repent.  When we repent we change our thinking and our actions. 
 
 
1. Repentance changes our thinking about God. 
 

A. Before we repent we believe there is no God, or that God is like us, or that 
God does not care about us, or that there are many gods, or that there are many 
ways to God, or that our good actions can bring us near to God, or that God 
will receive us because we offer him a sacrifice.  None of these ideas are 
true. 

 
B. After we repent we believe the truth: There is only one true God.  God is 

different from people.  God loves us.  There is only one way to God.  Only 
the blood of Jesus Christ can bring us near to God.  God rejects our 
sacrifices. 

 
 
2. Repentance changes our thinking about ourselves. 
 

A. Before we repent we believe we are a good person and can commit good 
actions.  We think we can follow our own way and that our life belongs to 
ourselves.  We also think that all we own belongs to ourselves and we have 
strength for living within ourselves. 

 
B. After we repent we believe the truth: We are a sinners and commit sinful 

actions.  We believe that we can follow God’s way and our life belongs to 
him, as well as everything we own.  We also believe that our strength for 
living comes from God. 

 
3. We change how we think and believe by hearing and reading the Word of God. 
 

A. God’s Word is the truth and it changes how we think.  God’s Word gives us 



repentance. 
 

B. This is why we should read, teach, preach God’s Word and give the Bible to 
other people. 

 
 
4. Repentance changes our actions. 
 

A. When we repent we stop doing the things which God says are sin and we start 
doing what God says is good.   

 
B. In ourselves we are weak, but when we repent God gives us his Holy Spirit.  

His Holy Spirit will give us strength every day to change our actions. 
 

C. People who only have religion do not have power to change their actions. 
 
 

D. These are some of our actions before we repented:  (Colossians 3:1-10) We 
worshiped at the pagoda, we lied, we stole, we talked evil about people, we 
did not love other people, we only thought about ourselves. 

 
E. These are some of our actions after we repent: We worship God with other 

Christians, we don’t lie, we don’t steal, we show God’s love to others. 
 
 

If we truly repent it will change our thinking and it will change our actions.  People 
who say they are Christians but still live like a sinner have not repented.  Jesus said that if 
we want a relationship with God we must repent.  You must believe the truth with all your 
heart and let his Holy Spirit change your life.  If you do not repent you will perish. 
 

Jesus told this story about two men:  (Luke 18:9-14)  
 

This story is an example of repentance.  To repent we must believe that we are a 
sinner.  Believe that there is one true God who can wash you clean from your sin.  Believe 
that only Jesus Christ can bring you near to God.  Ask him to forgive you and wash you 
clean.   After you have repented it’s important to tell someone what you did.  Tell 
someone what you believe.  Begin to live your life for God and not yourself. 
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The Kingdom of God 
 
 
 
 

Many verses in the Bible teach us that God is a king who rules over a kingdom.  We 
sing songs about the Kingdom of God and invite God’s kingdom to rule on this earth 
(Matthew 6:10).  But what is the Kingdom of God?  Where is the Kingdom of God?  To 
understand about the Kingdom of God, we must first understand about the kingdoms of this 
earth. 
 
 
1. Understanding about the kingdoms of this earth. 
 

A. A kingdom is the area over which a king rules.  The king of Cambodia only 
rules in the country of Cambodia.  He has not authority in Thailand, Vietnam, 
or any other country. 

 
B. Nowadays kings are a little different than many years ago.  Nowadays many 

kings reign, but don’t rule.  This is true of the king of Cambodia. But many 
years ago a king ruled over the lives of the people. He created the laws, 
received money, punished criminals, and received honor from all people. 

 
C. Sometimes some of the people in the kingdom rebel against the king.  At that 

time, although the king rules in the kingdom, he doesn’t rule in the life of 
every person.  Sometimes the king must send soldiers to fight against those 
people. 

 
 
2. Understanding about the Kingdom of God. 
 

A. God is king over all the universe because he is the Creator of everything.  
Every country and every person must submit to his authority and obey him. 

 
B. Because he is king he creates the laws, punishes criminals (sinners), and 

should receive honor from all people. 
 

C. But most people on the earth reject God’s authority.  Although he is king, 
doesn’t rule in the life of every person.  Satan is the leader of the rebellious 
people in God’s kingdom.  All people are deceived and follow Satan until 
they hear the good news and repent from their sin. 

 
D. One day all the people who have rebelled against God and follow their own 



ways and the ways of Satan will stand before God’s throne to be judged. 
 
C. What we can learn from the Bible about the Kingdom of God. 
 

1. At this time the Kingdom of God is supernatural.  God does not have a city  
or palace on earth from which he rules.  God’s kingdom begins in the hearts 
of those who receive him as their king.  Romans 14:17; John 3:3, 5 

 
2. God demands that his law is obeyed on earth as it is in heaven.   

Matthew 6:10 
 

3. When Jesus returns to this earth he will judge all the rebellious people who 
reject his authority in their lives.  He will destroy this old, sinful earth and 
create a new earth that has no sin.  At that time Jesus will live and rule on the 
new earth over the lives of those who love and obey him.  Daniel 2:44; 
Revelation 11:15 

 
4. We cannot see God because he is a spirit, but God reveals himself as Jesus 

Christ.  Jesus will be the king and ruler over the Kingdom of God.  Isaiah 
9:6; Psalm 22:28; Luke 1:32 

 
5. All the nations of the earth will bow down and worship Jesus and confess that 

he is King of all kings.  Psalm 66:4; Isaiah 2:2; Philippians 2:9-11 
 

6. God’s kingdom will last forever.  Daniel 2:44; Hebrews 12:28; Luke 1:33 
 

7. The disciples of Jesus Christ will help him rule over God’s kingdom.  Daniel 
7:18; Revelation 5:10; Luke 22:29 

 
8. God wants to rule in the life of every person.  God rules in their life when 

they repent and invite him to be the king of their life.  Every time someone 
repents and receives Jesus, they are taken from Satan’s kingdom and become a 
part of God’s kingdom.  Colossians 1:13 

 
 

God is king over all the earth.  He is king because he is the creator.  Although God 
is king, not everybody obeys his authority.  Some people on the earth choose to follow their 
own ways, their own religion - the ways of Satan.  These people are rebels.  God invites 
them to become a part of his kingdom.  If they believe his word and choose to repent, the 
Kingdom of God will rule in their life.  Someday God will destroy this earth.  He will 
create a new sky and new earth.  At that time his kingdom will rule on the earth.  Jesus will 
reign as king of all the earth.  All of the rebels who have rejected the Kingdom of God 
during their lifetime will be put into the Lake of Fire with Satan and the evil spirits.  Then 
God’s kingdom will live in peace on the earth.   
 
 
Other verses in the Bible about the Kingdom of God: 
Daniel 2:44; Matthew 5:3; 25:34-35; Luke 9:62; John 3:3; John 18:36; Acts 14:22; James 2:5 
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The Law of God 
 
 
 
 
 

The Law of God are God’s commands for all people.  His law reveals his character.  It 
reveals his righteousness and holiness.  The is good, holy, and just: 
 
So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. 
Romans 7:12 

 
But people do not have the power to obey God’s Law by themselves.  They need 

God’s Holy Spirit to give them strength to obey God’s Law.  As long as we try to obey God’s 
Law with our own strength we will fail every time: 
 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  For 
what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin 
in sinful man,  in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who 
do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 
Romans 8:1-4 
 
 

We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. I do not 
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.  And if I do what 
I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good.  As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but 
it is sin living in me.  I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I 
have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  For what I do is not the good I 
want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do - this I keep on doing.  Now if I do what I do not 
want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 
Romans 7:14-20 

 
God gave us His Law to obey.  But since men are sinful, we can never obey it in our  

own strength.  God’s Law is to reveal how sinful and weak we are and to show that we are 
separated from God’s life and righteousness because of our sinful nature.  God’s Law shows 
us our need for a Savior. 
 
 
 
 
1. The Law shows us our guilt and stops us from justifying ourselves. 



 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.  
Romans 3:19 

 
2. The Law brings to us a knowledge of sin. 
 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; 
rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  Romans 3:20 

 
 
3. The Law explains what sin is. 
 

What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have 
known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting 
really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet."  Romans 7:7 

 
 
4. The Law was given to bring us to salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 

So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by 
faith.  Galatians 3:24 

 
 
 

Consider some quotes from well-known preachers: 
 
Before I can preach love, mercy, and grace, I must preach sin, Law, and judgment.  Preach 
90% Law and 10% grace.   John Wesley 
 
But more, there is war between you and God’s Law.  The Ten Commandments are against 
you.  The first comes forward and says, “Let him be cursed, for he rejects Me.  He has 
another god besides Me, his god is his stomach, and he gives it its every desire.”  All the Ten 
Commandments, like ten great cannons, are pointed at you today, for you have broken all 
God’s Laws and lived in daily neglect of all His commandments.  Charles Spurgeon 
 
It is of great importance that the sinner should be made to feel his guilt and not to be left to the 
impression that he is unfortunate.  Do not be afraid, but show him the breadth of God’s Law 
and how strict it is.  Make him see how it condemns his thoughts and life.  By a convicted 
sinner I mean one who feels that he is condemned by the Law of God as a guilty sinner.   
Charles Finney 
 
I have found by long experience that the severest threatenings of the Law of God have a 
prominent place in leading men to Christ.  They must see themselves lost before they will cry 
for mercy.  They will not escape from danger until they see it.   A. B. Earle 
 
 
 

God’s Law clearly reveals to us that we are in desparate need of grace and forgiveness.    
After understanding how we fail to obey God’s Law we will understand why we need a Savior.  



We must preach God’s righteousness and man’s sinfulness before we preach the good news of 
a Savior. 
 
 
Other verses about God’s Law: 
Romans 3:19-20;5:20; 7:7, 12, 14; 8:3; Galatians 2:19; 3:19; 3:24; Ephesians 2:15; Colossians 
2:14; Hebrews 7:18-19; 8:13; 10:1; 12:27; 1 Timothy 1:8-9 
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Resurrection 
 
 
 

The Bible answers many of the questions we have about life.  God wants us to know 
about life on this earth so we can prepare for the life to come after we die.  You know that 
all people are born only once and die only once (Hebrews 9:27).  They are not born again in 
another life.  We die, then are judged. 
 
 
1. All people will die. 

Hebrews 9:27 
 

A. When a Christian dies his body returns to dust and his spirit immediately goes 
to be with Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:1; Ecclesiastes 3:20; Philippians 1:21-23; 2 
Corinthians 5:3-8). 

 
B. When a person who is not a Christian dies their body returns to dust and their 

spirit goes to Hades to wait to receive judgment and punishment (Luke  
16:19-31).  After judgment they will be put in the Lake of Fire to suffer 
forever (Revelation 20:11-15) 

 
2. Someday Jesus will return to this earth to bring judgment upon all sinners. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 
 
3. There will be a resurrection of the righteous and the unrighteous. 

John 5:28-29 
 

A. When Jesus returns, the spirits of the Christians who have died, who have 
been living with Jesus in heaven, will return with him.  Their body will be 
resurrected and their spirits will enter their body again.  Their body will be 
the same as before, but a little different.  This will be the body which they 
will have forever. 

 
1. We will look the same, and even though we will eat and walk, our 

body will not be limited to this earth.  We will still remember the 
things that happened before we died. 

 
2. Our new body will never become sick.  It will be ruled by our spirit. 

 
3. Our new bodies will live on the new earth which Jesus will create after 

he destroys the old, sinful earth.   
 



4. God has a plan for us in eternity.  We will work with him to fulfill 
that plan. 

 
B. Some Christians will still be alive when Jesus returns.  They’re body will be 

instantly changed and they will rise in the air to meet Jesus, his angels, and the 
Christians who have died and who are returning with Jesus (1 Corinthians 
15:50-54). 

 
C. The spirits of the people who do not know Jesus and have not repented of their 

sins will leave Hades and return to their bodies.  They will stand before 
God’s throne to receive judgment because they rejected the Savior sent by 
God - Jesus Christ - and choose to go their own way.  At that time they will 
be put in the Lake of Fire to suffer for eternity. 

 
Christians have a promise from God.  We have a hope.  In this life we will suffer.  

We will have problems.  But someday this life will be finished.  Our body will die.  We 
will live in eternity with Jesus.  God will create a new heaven and a new earth with no sin.  
All sinners will be far away in the Lake of Fire.  We will live and work with God forever. 
 

God has given us this life to live for him.  We have a job in this life.  To work for 
God.  God has a plan for each one of us.  Each person must clearly understand that he is a 
sinner and separated from God.  God has given us one way to be saved from punishment 
and be forgiven from our sins.  That way is to believe that God sent Jesus Christ to receive 
the punishment for our sins.  We must believe there is only one true God and only one 
Savior.  We must confess our sins to him and invite him to live in us and give us power to 
live a holy life.  This is repentance.  We must repent today to prepare for our life after we 
die. 
 
 
 
 
Other verses in the Bible about resurrection: 
Job 14:14-15; 19:25-27; Psalm 49:15; Daniel 12:2; John 6:40; 11:25; Acts 24:15; 1 
Corinthians 15:12-58; 2 Corinthians 4:14; 1 Thessalonians 4:16 
 
What the Bible teaches about the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 
Psalm 16:10; Matthew 16:21; 26:32; Mark 9:9; John 2:19; Acts 2:23-24; 3:14-15; 4:33; 
10:39-41; 17:2-3; 26:22-23; Romans 1:4; 4:25; 10:9; 1 Corinthians 15:4; Ephesians 1:20; 1 
Thessalonians 4:14; 1 Peter 1:3 
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Death, Resurrection, and Judgment 
 
 
 

Every person who is born will die.  People all over the world and all throughout time 
people have wanted to know what will happen to them when they die.  Many people have no 
hope in this life because they fear death.  The Bible gives us hope and the answer.  God 
tells us what will happen when we die so we can prepare now.  Today I’m going to teach 
you about death, resurrection, and judgment. 
 
 
1. What is death? 
 

Death is the when man’s spirit is separated from his body.  When our body 
dies, our spirit leaves and when our spirit leaves, then our body dies (Ecclesiastes 
12:6-7; Genesis 3:19; Hebrews 9:27).  Our body dies only once.  When our body 
dies, our spirit continues to live.  In the beginning God created Adam’s body, then 
put Adam’s spirit in his body and Adam came alive (Genesis 2:7).  This is true for 
every person.  We are a spirit which lives in a body.  Someday our body will die, 
but our spirit will continue to live. 

 
Other verses about death:  
Death is compared to sleep because some day our body will be resurrected: John 
11:11; 7:60; 1 Corinthians 15:51 
Death is considered to be a time of leaving because our spirit leaves our body: 2 
Timothy 4:6 
Death is said to be a removing the “tent”of our body because this body is only a 
temporary home for our spirit: 2 Peter 1:13-14; 2 Corinthians 5:1-2 

 
2. Where does our spirit go when our body dies? 
 

When a Christian dies, his spirit goes immediately to be with Jesus in heaven.  
He will live there until Jesus returns to judge the people of the earth.  (Luke 
23:42-43; Philippians 1:21-23) 
When a person who is not a Christian dies, his spirit goes to Hades (Luke 16:19-31).  
He will stay in Hades until Jesus returns to judge the people of the earth (Matthew 
24:42-44).  

 
3. When Jesus returns to this earth to judge all people, all people will be 

resurrected. 
Matthew 25:31-34, 41 

 
Resurrection is when the spirits of people who have died return to their body 



to receive judgement.  Christians will be resurrected and will stand  in front of the 
Judgement Seat of Jesus to be judged for their life after they became a Christian (2 
Corinthians 5:10).  After we become a Christian God wants us to follow and obey 
him with all of our heart.  We must be careful to obey all of God’s Word after we 
become a Christian (1 Corinthians 3:10-15).  When we become Christians God 
writes our name in his Book of Life.  He promises that we will go to live with him 
when we die.  But he will judge us and give us rewards for how we have lived as a 
Christian while on this earth.  After we are judged we will go to live with Jesus in 
heaven for eternity.  God has a plan for us in eternity, but the Bible doesn’t tell us 
what that plan is. 

 
When a person who is not a Christian is resurrected they will stand before 

God’s throne and be judged because they have not received Jesus as the only Savior 
(Revelation 20:10-15).  These people have chosen to go their own way.  They have 
not believed God’s word.  They have created religions for themselves and have not 
followed the one true God.  These people will be put into the Lake of Fire with Satan 
and evil spirits.  They will suffer forever because they have rejected God’s love.  2 
Thessalonians 1:9.  This is called the second death. 

 
Our life on this earth is very short.  God has given us life to live for him.  He has a 

plan for our life.  Most people reject God’s plan and choose to follow their own plan.  They 
only think about his life.  They do not prepare for life after they die.  You need to know 
that good works will not save you from your sins.  Good works cannot wash you clean from 
your sin.  Only the blood of Jesus Christ can wash you clean from your sin.  Jesus gave his 
life for you.  He received the punishment for your sin.  God says to prepare for life after 
death you must believe that you are a sinner and believe that there is only one Savior sent by 
God - Jesus Christ.  You must believe that Jesus died on the cross to receive the punishment 
for your sins and put your trust in only him.  You must repent from your sins, be baptized, 
filled with God’s Holy Spirit, and be added to the church.  Only in this way can your 
prepare for life after you die. 
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What Will Happen When Jesus Returns to This Earth 
Part 1 
 
 
 
Matthew 24:1-14, 23-28, 30-31, 36-44 
 

Almost two thousand years ago God became a man - Jesus Christ.  He was born in 
Israel where he lived to be a man.  But he was different from every other man who was 
born.  He was God living in a human body.  He was born for one person - to be the final 
sacrifice for the sins of all people.  Jesus came to show God’s love and become the way to 
God.  He is the way, the truth, and the life (John 10:10).  They crucified him - just as he 
said they would.  Three days later he rose from the dead - just as he said he would.  Forty 
days after his resurrection he ascended to heaven - just as he said he would.   
 

But Jesus made a promise.  He said that someday he would return to this earth.  At 
that time he would not come as the Savior of the world, but as the Judge.  For two thousand 
years his disciples have taken the good news of God to almost every country.  We believe 
that Jesus will return to this earth again.  In this lesson I want to teach you what it will be 
like when he returns. 
 
 
1. Jesus’ disciples asked him when he would return and about the end of this world.  

Matthew 24:1-3 
 
 
2. In the years before Jesus returns again there will be many problems all over the 

earth. 
Matthew 24:4-8 

 
A. There will be many people say they are the Savior sent by God. 

 
B. There will be wars in many different countries of the world. 

 
C. There will be famines and earthquakes in many different places. 

 
 
3. The Christians who are alive at that time will be persecuted, hated, and some of 

them will be killed by the people who hate them. 
Matthew 24:9-13 

 
A. Many Christians will turn away from following the one true God. 



 
B. The Christians who turn away from God will betray the other Christians. 
C. There will be many people deceived by false prophets. 

 
D. There will be much wickedness in the people of the earth. 

 
E. The Christians who remain faithful to the Lord will be rewarded.   

 
 
4. The good news of the Kingdom of God will be preached to every nation. 

Matthew 24:14 
 
 
5. Many people will be deceived by false prophets. 

Matthew 24:23-26 
 

A. They will look for Jesus on the earth.  They will only be men pretending to 
be the Savior. 

 
B. These men will even perform miracles, but it will be Satan working through 

them to deceive people. 
 
 
6. Every person will see Jesus when he returns to this earth. 

Matthew 24:27-31 
 

A. His return will be like the lightening in the sky.  Everyone will look at him. 
 

B. Every person in every nation who rejected Jesus as their Savior will be sad. 
 

C. Jesus will come from the sky in great glory. 
 

D. He will send his angels in front of him and there will be a loud sound of a 
trumpet. 

 
E. Jesus and his angels will gather all the Christians together to be with him. 

 
 
7. No one knows the day or hour when Jesus will return to this earth. 

Matthew 24:36-41 
 

A. All people will continue living their normal life. 
 

B. Suddenly, the Christian will be taken away to be with Jesus and the person 
who is not a Christian will remain. 

 
 
8. Therefore, we should always be prepared to leave this earth and step into 

eternity. 
Matthew 24:42-44 



 
A. We should repent and turn to God. 

 
B. We should live every day with Jesus as number one in our life. 

 
C. We should continue to grow in our relationship with him. 
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What Will Happen When Jesus Returns to This Earth 
Part 2 
 
 
 
 
2 Peter 3:1-14 
 

Someday in the future Jesus is going to return to this earth.  He will come to bring all 
of his disciples to himself and to judge all people who rejected his love.  All people will 
stand in front of God’s throne to be judged for their sins.  Those who have rejected him will 
be put into the Lake of Fire.  They will suffer there with Satan and evil spirits for eternity.  
The Christians will be brought to heaven to live with him.  Then God will destroy this earth 
and create a new one. 
 
 
1. In the last days before Jesus returns to this earth will persecute Christians. 

2 Peter 3:1-4 
 

A. They will follow their own evil desires. 
 

B. They will laugh at those who say that Jesus will come again.  They will say 
that things have always been the same and nothing will change. 

 
 
2. These people do not believe that God always fulfills his promises. 

2 Peter 3:5-7 
 

A. They forget that God created everything from nothing. 
 

B. They forget that God destroyed the earth by a flood during the days of Noah.  
All of the people who lived when Noah lived didn’t believe God would judge 
them, but God did and they all died in the great flood. 

 
C. God has also promised that he will judge the people of this earth because of 

their sin, but not with water, with fire. 
 
 
3. God’s time is different from our time. 

2 Peter 3:8-9 
 

A. People think that two thousand years is a very long time, but for God, it is not 
a long time.   



 
B. God has a plan and he will complete his plan at the right time - his right time. 
C. God is waiting for all the nations of the earth to hear the good news.  God 

doesn’t want to punish people because of their sin, so he is waiting for them to 
repent. 

 
 
4. When Jesus returns to this earth, it will be suddenly. 

2 Peter 3:10a 
 

A. No one knows the hour or day when he will return. 
 

B. Life will be normal, then suddenly every eye will see him come from the sky. 
 

C. The Christians will be caught up into the sky with Jesus, then he will judge the 
people who have rejected him and destroy this earth. 

 
 
5. God will destroy this earth and create a new earth. 

2 Peter 3:10b-13 
 

A. Fire will destroy this earth.  There will be nothing on the earth.  
 

B. At that time Jesus will create a new heaven and a new earth.  There will be 
no more sin.  At that time there will be peace and all Christians will work 
together with Jesus to fulfill his plan in eternity. 

 
 
6. Since this is true, what should we do? 

2 Peter 3:11, 14 
 

A. We should believe the good news and repent. 
 

B. After we repent we should grow in our relationship with God. 
 

C. We should continue to become more holy in our actions and thoughts. 
 

D. We should not trust in the riches of this earth or in human beings.  All of the 
things of this earth will fail.  Only God and his word will continue forever.  
Our hope, our life, and our strength should be in him. 

 
 
 
 
Other verses in the Bible about when Jesus will come again: 
Isaiah 2:2; Daniel 12:9; Micah 4:1; Matthew 16:27; Matthew 24:27, 36, 44; Matthew 
25:31-32; Matthew 26:64; Luke 12:40; Luke 21:27; Acts 1:11; Acts 2:17; 1 Corinthians 4:5;  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10; 2:1-12; 2 Timothy 3:1; 2 Timothy 4:1; 1 
Timothy 6:14; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; 2 Peter 3:3; 1 John 2:28; Jude 1:14-15; Revelation 
16:15 
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Water Baptism 
 
 
 
 

Jesus commanded all people who follow him to be baptized in water.  He gave us the 
good example by being baptized in water himself and his disciples followed his example 
when they baptized new Christians in water, too.  This lesson is to help you understand 
more clearly about water baptism. 
 
 
1. What is water baptism? 

Acts 8:35-36 
Water baptism is when a Christian is submerged in water to show that he 

believes in Jesus Christ as his Savior.  A Christian leader helps the person’s body go 
down into the water and come back up again.  The person is completely under the 
water.  The Christian leader helps the person to go down and come back up again. 

 
 
2. Who should be baptized in water? 

Acts 2:38; Romans 10:9 
Only people who have repented from their sins and believe that Jesus Christ is 

the only one sent by God to receive the punishment for their sins should be baptized 
in water.  This ceremony is only for those who surrender all their life to Jesus. 

 
 
3. Why should we be baptized in water? 

Matthew 28:18-20 
We should be baptized in water because Jesus commands us to.  The 

Christian should obey the words of Jesus.  Jesus commands us to be baptized in 
water, therefore we should obey him. 

 
 
4. What does baptism in water do? 

 
A. It does not save us.  Only faith in Jesus’s sacrifice saves us.  We do not 

receive water baptism to become cleansed from our sins, we receive it because 
we are cleansed from our sins.  We are only saved because of our faith in 
what Jesus did for us.  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 
B. It tells the world that we are Christians and disciples of Jesus Christ.  It is 

necessary for Christians to tell other people about their decision.  When we 
are baptized we declare to all the world - people and spirits - that we will 



follow Jesus with all our heart.  (Matthew 10:32-33) 
 

C. The power of our sinful nature is broken.  The action of water baptism is an 
example of what God does in the life of the Christian.  When we go down 
into the water this is an example of our old ways dying and being buried.  
When we come up out of the water this is an example of us choosing to follow 
the new ways of Jesus.  God actually breaks the power of sin in our lives 
when we are baptized and sets us free to follow him with new power.  We 
choose once to be baptized in water, then we choose every day to leave our old 
ways and follow the new life Jesus has for us.  We will still sin.  We will 
always have a sinful nature until this body dies, but baptism in water buries 
our old ways and gives us power to live a new life for Jesus.  (Romans 6:3-4) 

 
D. We receive power to live a new life with Jesus.  Just as all of our old ways 

die and are buried when we are baptized in water, we receive new life from 
God’s Holy Spirit to change our ways and follow Jesus.  (Romans 6:3-4) The 
new power is within us from God’s Holy Spirit.  Every day we choose to 
submit ourselves to God’s power and invite his Holy Spirit to live through us. 

 
 
5. We receive the result of baptism in water through faith. 

Romans 1:16-17 
When we go into the water we should expect God to break the power of sin in 

our life.  We should expect God to give us the power to rule over sin and live a new 
life for him.  We receive the benefit of baptism in water through faith.  We plan in 
our mind to receive the benefit, we confess with our mouth that we will receive the 
benefit. 
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Communion (The Lord’s Table) 
 
 
 
 
 

On the night before Jesus was crucified he met with his disciples to eat a meal 
together.  This meal was during the Jewish festival of Passover.  Every year during this 
festival the Jews sacrificed an innocent lamb to remember how God saved them from slavery 
in Egypt through Moses.  After the meal Jesus broke bread and drank grape juice with his 
disciples.  He told them this would become a ceremony for all Christians to follow until he 
returns to this earth again and the Kingdom of God rules on earth. 
 

We can read about this story in Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-16; Luke 7-20.  The 
apostle Paul teaches us about this ceremony in 1 Corinthians 10:16-22; 1 Corinthians 
11:17-34.  From these passages we can this is what we can learn about the communion 
ceremony: 
 
 
 
1. The bread represents the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 26:26 
The bread is to remind us of the body of Jesus.  Just as the bread was one 

whole piece and then became broken, Jesus was without sin - whole - but when he 
died he received the punishment for our sins in his body - his body was broken. 

 
2. The juice represents the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 26:27-28 
The juice is the blood of the New Covenant.  The Old Covenant is the 

covenant God made with Israel.  When the people agreed to the covenant Moses 
sprinkled the blood of an innocent lamb on them to represent that they were clean 
from their sin (Exodus 24:7-8).  The people of Israel were saved from God’s 
judgment on Egypt by the blood of an innocent lamb (Exodus 12:1-30).  Jesus 
became the final sacrifice for sins and his blood washes us clean from our sin and is 
the symbol of the New Covenant God makes with those who receive Jesus as their 
Savior. 

 
3. This ceremony will be fulfilled when the Kingdom of God comes to earth. 

Luke 22:16 
This ceremony is only an example of the relationship we will have with Jesus 

when the Kingdom of God comes to earth.  At that time we will see him with our 
own eyes and speak with him face-to-face.  This ceremony reminds us about this. 

 



4. When we participate in this ceremony we remember the sacrifice and love of 
Jesus. 
Luke 22:19 

Every time we eat the bread and drink the juice during this ceremony it 
reminds us that we were unworthy sinners and the Son of God gave his life so that we 
could receive forgiveness and eternal life. 

 
5. When we eat the bread and drink the juice we share in the life of Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 10:16 
When we participate in this ceremony the presence of Jesus meets with us.  A 

spiritual relationship between the Christian and the Lord Jesus occurs at that time.  
There is a joining-together of the Christian’s spirit and the Spirit of Jesus (the Holy 
Spirit) at this ceremony. 

 
Note: We also learn that when any worshiper worships his god by offering sacrifice 

or eating or drinking food offered to an idol, a spiritual relationship occurs 
between that worshiper and his god.  But the Bible teaches that his god is 
actually an evil spirit who begins a relationship with that person (1 Corinthians 
10:18-20). 

 
6. Christians are like one loaf of bread. 

1 Corinthians 10:17 
Because we all share the same life of Jesus, all true Christians are one family - 

the family of God.  We are also one body - the body of Jesus Christ on earth.  Jesus 
lives through the many parts of his body - the Christians all over the world. 

 
7. We cannot have a relationship with Jesus Christ and a relationship with idols. 

1 Corinthians 10:21-22 
If we want a relationship with God, we cannot offer a sacrifice to evil spirits, 

monks, or dead ancestors.  When we do this evil spirits begin a relationship with us 
to control us. God demands all of our life.  If we try to serve him and another 
religion he becomes jealous because of his great love for us. 

 
8. Eating a regular meal is not the same as participating in the Lord’s supper. 

1 Corinthians 11:17-22 
The Lord’s Supper is a special time when Christians gather to worship God. 

 
9. Every time we participate in the Lord’s Supper we declare that Jesus died for the 

sins of the world. 
1 Corinthians 11:26 

 
10. Every time we participate in the Lord’s Supper we should examine our hearts. 

1 Corinthians 11:27-32 
If we continue to sin God will judge us.  If we refuse to show love to other 

members of the church, or if we sin against them, God will judge us.  God does not 
judge us because He’s angry at us, but because he loves us and doesn’t want us to live 
like a person who is not a Christian.  He wants to bless us, but sin separates us from 
him.  God judges us through sickness, weakness, and sometimes even death.  
Therefore, if we sin, we should confess our sin to God, ask Him to forgive us, and 
give us the power to not sin again.  If we sin against another Christian we should ask 



them to forgive us.  We should act like this all of the time, but especially  before we 
participate in the Lord’s Supper. 
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Fasting 
 
 
 

One of the most effective ways to increase your spiritual alertness is to combine 
prayer and fasting.  Fasting and prayer is one of the most powerful weapons the Lord has 
given to the Christian.  While practiced only be a few, nevertheless, prayer, when joined by 
fasting, has been a spiritual discipline used by God to increase spiritual alertness, desire, and 
effectiveness.  Fasting can be defined in this way: A voluntary abstinence from food for the 
purpose of concentrated prayer. 
 
 
 
1. The Fact of Fasting: Old Testament Examples 
 

A. The entire nation of Israel was commanded to fast one day of the year: The 
Day of Atonement.  This was when they sacrificed a goat on behalf of the 
sins of the entire nation.  Leviticus 16:29, 31 

 
B. Moses practiced the discipline of fasting when he went up to the mountain to 

hear from God.  Exodus 24:18; 34:28 
 

C. King David practiced the discipline of fasting when he was mourning because 
of the sickness of his son.  2 Samuel 12:21 

 
D. All Israel would often gather together to pray and fast when they had national 

problems or when the nation needed to repent.  1 Samuel 7:6; 31:13; 
Nehemiah 9:1 

 
 
Other examples of fasting in the Old Testament: 

 
2 Chronicles 20:1-3; Ezra 8:21; Esther 4:16; Nehemiah 1:4; Daniel 9:3; Jonah 3:5 

 
2. The Fact of Fasting: New Testament Examples 
 

A. Jesus fasted for forty days before he began his ministry.  Matthew 4:2 
 

B. The leaders of the early church fasted to receive instruction from God.  Acts 
13:2 

 
C. The Apostle Paul fasted when he had problems and when he needed to hear 

from God.  Acts 9:9; 2 Corinthians 6:5; 11:27 



 
D. The apostles fasted when a they appointed leaders to the church.  Acts 14:23 

 
Other examples of fasting in the New Testament: 

 
Luke 2:37; Acts 10:30; 1 Corinthians 7:5 

 
 
3. Fasting is one of the three foundational practices of the people of God. 

Matthew 6:1-18 
 

A. Giving 
 

B. Praying 
 

C. Fasting 
 
 
4. The Purpose of Fasting 
 

A. In the Old Testament: 
 

1. As a sign of mourning.  Nehemiah 1:4; 1 Samuel 31:13 
 

2. As a means of showing repentance.  1 Samuel 6; Nehemiah 9:1; 
Jonah 3:5 

 
3. To hear from God and seek his protection.  Ezra 8:21 

 
4. To provoke God to do something for us.  2 Chronicles 20:3; Esther 

4:16; Daniel 9:3 
 

5. To bring the soul into submission to the spirit.  Leviticus 16:29; 
Psalm 35:13; Psalm 69:10 

When we fast, we force the soul to obey the demands of our 
spirit.  This is spiritual training to become a spirit-led person. 

 
6. To control the will of the appetite.  Note the problems which occur 

from not controlling the appetite and the warnings God gives us:  
Genesis 3; 25:29; Numbers 11:5, 33-34; 1 Samuel 4:12-18; Proverbs 
23:1, 20; 1 Corinthians 9:27; Luke 12:22; Philippians 3:19; 1 
Corinthians 10:31; Romans 14:17; Luke 4:2 

 
 
 

B. In the New Testament: 
 

1. To ask God to do something for us.  Acts 10:30 
 

2. To seek guidance from God.  Acts 13:2; 14:23 



 
3. To prepare for our ministry to others.  Matthew 4:2; Acts 13:3 

 
4. To receive spiritual power.  Matthew 17:21 

 
 
5. The Results of Prayer and Fasting 

 
A. It brings guidance from God.  Acts 10:30; 13:2-3; Judges 20:26 

 
B. It brings the power of the Holy Spirit.  Luke 4:14 

 
C. It brings answers to prayer.  Esther 4:16; Nehemiah 1:4 

 
D. It brings action from God.  2 Chronicles 20:1 

 
E. It brings a spiritual breakthrough.  Matthew 17:21 

 
 
Conclusion 
 

Fasting is not a way to earn God’s blessing and answer to your prayers.  It is not an 
automatic way to a miracle.  It is not a way to avoid obedience to biblical principles.  
Fasting is a way of showing God how serious we are about a matter.  It is a way of 
preparing ourselves spiritually to hear from God and be used by God.  Fasting has been 
known to bring God’s word to us for a specific situation, victory over temptation, 
strengthening of our spirit, and disciplining our soul and body.  Authors and speakers are 
continually saying that fasting and prayer are the most effective means to achieving inner 
strength.   
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Love 
 
 
 

This lesson is about love.  Every person wants to receive love.  But some people 
don’t know what love is.  Some people don’t know how to give love or to receive love.  In 
this lesson I’m going to teach you about true love. 
 
 
1. There are three different kinds of love. 
 

A. Physical love.  This is when you love someone because of their body and 
you want to be with them because you like their body.  Actually, this is not 
really love.  Some people call it love, but it is really lust.  Lust is not the 
same as love.  Lust will come and it will go.  If we love someone only 
because of their body we have a very weak love.  If we marry someone only 
because we like their body, what will we do when we find someone whose 
body we like more?  What will we do when this person gets old and their 
body is no longer pretty.  This kind of love is a very weak love. 

 
B. Friendship love.  Sometimes we like to be with people because they like the 

same things we do.  We feel good when we’re with them.  They make us 
happy.  This kind of love is good, but it is not the best.  What will we do 
when this person stops liking the same things we like?  What will we do 
when they no longer make us happy?  What will we do when we become 
angry with them?  Will we leave them and find someone else?   

 
Most people have a relationship with others with physical love, lust, or 

friendship love.  Notice that both of these kinds of love are selfish.  Both of 
them want the other person to make them happy.  These kinds of love can 
change.  Usually if we have these kinds of love we think, “I’ll love this 
person if...”  Or “I love this person because...”  These kinds of love are 
good, but not the best.  These kinds of love are human love.  Any person on 
earth can experience these kinds of love.  But there is a better love. 

 
C. Perfect love.  Perfect love is when you love someone and you don’t care if 

they are pretty.  You don’t care if they have a good body.  You don’t care if 
they like doing what you like to do.  You don’t care if they show love back to 
you.  The person with this kind of love loves a person even if they do not 
receive love back.  The person with this kind of love loves people even if 
they don’t make them happy.  This kind of love does not stop.  Sometimes 
physical love stops.  Lust always stops.  Sometimes friendship love stops.  
But perfect love never stops.  Someone who has perfect love never stops 
loving the other person.  Only God has this kind of love (Romans 5:8).  But 



God can give us this kind of love (Romans 5:5).  God wants to give us his 
love.  This is the only kind of love which will bring peace to the earth. 

 
2. When we have this kind of love we show it by our actions. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
 

A. The person with this kind of love is patient with people. 
 

B. The person with this kind of love is kind toward people. 
 

C. The person with this kind of love is happy when someone else is honored.  
They do not want what someone else has: honor, possessions or power. 

 
D. The person with this kind of love doesn’t want to serve his own plans, but he 

wants to serve the plans of other people. 
 

E. The person with this kind of love does not become angry easily. 
 

F. The person with this kind of love does not rejoice when sin is honored, but 
rejoices when the truth and justice is honored. 

 
G. The person with this kind of love will always protect other people; always 

trust other people; always have hope in other people; and never stop. 
 
3. This is what God says about love: 
 

A. Husbands should love their wives with this kind of love. 
Ephesians 5:25 

 
B. We should love other Christians. 

1 John 3:16-19 
 

C. We should love other people like we love ourselves. 
Matthew 22:39 

 
D. We should love our enemies. 

Matthew 5:43-48 
 

People do not have this kind of love.  This kind of love only comes from the 
one true God.  This is the kind of love God gives to us when we become Christians.  
He sends his Holy Spirit into our lives and fills us with  his love.  The only way to 
receive this kind of love and to show this kind of love is to repent from your sins and 
surrender your life to God.  He will give you his love.  He will give you his power 
as you trust him every day. 

 
 
 
Other verses from the Bible about love: 
 
Philippians 2:2-11; Galatians 5:22-23; John 3:16; 14:21, 23; 17:26; 2 Corinthians 9:7; 



Ephesians 2:4-5; Hebrews 12:6; 1 John 3:1; 4:8-10, 15-16, 19; Jude 1:21; Matthew 22:37-38; 
Luke 11:42; Romans 8:28; Philippians 1:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:5; 2 Timothy 1:7; 1 John 
2:15-17; 5:1-3; 2 John 1:6; Matthew 5:41-47; 7:12; 25:34-40; Luke 10:30-37; John 13:34-35; 
15:12-13, 17; Romans 12:9-10; 13:8-10; 1 Corinthians 16:14; 2 Corinthians 8:7-8; Galatians 
5:13-14; Ephesians 5:2; Philippians 1:9; Colossians 2:2; Thessalonians 1:3; 3:12; 4:9; 1 
Timothy 1:5; 4:12; 2 Timothy 2:22; Hebrews 10:24; 1 Peter 1:22; 4:8 
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Forgiveness 
 
 
 
1. Jesus teaches us to forgive those who sin against us. 
 

In Matthew 6:5-15 Jesus gives us an example of how to pray.  In that 
 prayer he shows us the importance of forgiveness.    This is what he says: 
 

A. When you pray, you should forgive others, just as your Father in Heaven has 
forgiven you.  (6:12) 

 
B. If you do not forgive others when they sin against you, your Father in Heaven 

will not forgive you when you sin against him.  (6:14-15) 
 
 
2. Jesus tells us a story to teach us about forgiveness. 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

A. Our sins against God are like the servant’s debt to his king.  We can never pay 
for our sins because there are too many and they are so sinful.  Therefore we 
must be punished because of our sins. 

 
B. When we repent with all of our heart and trust in God, he gives us mercy and 

forgives our debt. 
 

C. Other people’s sins against us are so small in comparison to our sins against 
God, we should quickly forgive them.  Since God has forgiven our great sins 
against him, we must forgive others when they ask our forgiveness from the 
heart. 

 
D. We must always remember how sinful we are and how full of mercy God is.  

This will help us to show mercy to other people when the sin against us. 
 
 
3. Paul teaches about forgiveness. 

Ephesians 4:31-32 
 

A. We must not continue to be angry with people.  Anger separates us from God 
and allows Satan to influence our life. 

 
B. We must not think evil thoughts about people.  All sin starts in the mind.  

When we think evil thoughts about something or someone, it is sin. 



 
C. We must not speak evil words about people.  After we forgive a person we 

should not speak about that situation again.   
 

D. We must be kind to people, show mercy, and forgive - just as God does to us. 
 
 
4. Giving and asking for forgiveness. 
 

A. We sin against people in many ways, for example, the words we speak and our 
actions.  Sometimes we sin against God in our mind with our thoughts.  God’s 
Holy Spirit will speak to our heart and remind us when we sin.  At that time we 
should ask God to forgive us (1 John 1:9). 

 
B. When we know that we have done something or said something that a Christian 

should not say or do to another person, and we know that we have offended that 
other person, we should go to them and ask them to forgive us (Matthew 
5:23-24).  We should not wait for them to come to us and we should not ignore 
what has happened. 

 
C. Here is an example of how to ask for forgiveness: 

 
I know that I have sinned against you.  This is what I’ve done (then explain 
what you have done).  I am wrong.  Will you please forgive me? 

 
1. When we pray a prayer like that to God he immediately forgives us. 

 
2. When someone asks us to forgive them, we should respond like this: 

 
Yes.  I forgive you. 

 
Then it would be a good idea to pray together. 

 
 
Other verses in the Bible about forgiveness: 
Genesis 33:4; 45:15; 2 Samuel 19:23; 1 Kings 1:53; Psalm 103:3; 130:4; Mark 11:25; Luke 
17:4; Acts 5:31; 7:60; 13:38; 26:18; Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 3:13; 1 John 1:9 
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Giving to God and Other People 
 
 
 
 
1. God promised to bless Abraham and Abraham build an altar and sacrificed to 

God.  Genesis 12:1-3, 7 
 
2. God gave Abraham victory over his enemies and Abraham gave the prophet ten 

percent of what he received from the battle.  Genesis 14:20 
 
3. God promised to bless Jacob and Jacob promised to give God ten percent of 

everything he would receive.  Genesis 28:10-22 
 
4. All the people of Israel brought jewelry and valuable things as an offering tot he 

Lord.  Exodus 35:22 
 
5. God told Israel that ten percent of everything they received belonged to Him. 

Leviticus 27:30 
 
6. God said every person of Israel should give as they are able, according to h ow 

the Lord has blessed them.  Deuteronomy 16:17 
 
7. God told Israel how they were to bring their offering to Him.   

Deuteronomy 26:1-15 
 
8. The refugees who returned to Israel gave much to the Lord, according to how 

God has blessed them.  Ezra 2:69 
 
9. God said that when we give to Him it’s like putting bread on the water.  

Eventually what we have given will be returned to us through God’s blessing. 
Ecclesiastes 11:1 

 
10. All the people rejoiced and brought their offering, 

putting it into a wooden box. 2 Chronicles 24:10  
 
11. All the people of Israel brought more than enough of their crops and money to 

meet the needs of the temple.  2 Chronicles 31:5 
 
12. God says that the one who gives will be blessed by Him.  Proverbs 11:25 
 
13. God blesses people who give to others who have a need.  Proverbs 22:9 
14. God says that if we give ten percent of all we have to Him he will pour out a 



blessing which will be so much we will not be able to contain it.   
Malachi 3:10 

 
15. Jesus said that when we give, we should not show what we give to other people.  

Matthew 6:3 
 
16. Jesus said that when we give other people will give to us in return so much 

cannot contain it.  Luke 6:38 
 
17. Jesus told us that treasure in heaven is more important than treasure on earth.  

Luke 12:33 
 
18. Jesus gave a widow woman as an example that if we have only a little to give and 

we give it, God considers it more than if we have much to give and only give a 
little.  Luke 21:1-4 

 
19. The disciples of Jesus always helped one another so no one lacked anything. 

Acts 4:34-35 
 
20. Jesus said we are more blessed when we give than when we receive.   

Acts 20:35 
 
21. We should come together on the first day of the week (Sunday) prepared to give 

our offering.  1 Corinthians 16:12 
 
22. The Christians in Macedonia were poor, but they gave much, even beyond what 

they were able to give.  But first they gave themselves to Jesus. 
2 Corinthians 8:1-5 

 
23. God wants us to excel in faith and all areas of the Christian life, especially in the 

area of giving.  2 Corinthians 8:7 
 
24. Jesus is our example in giving.  He had everything he needed in heaven, but he 

gave himself and became a man and lived in poverty.  2 Corinthians 8:9 
 
25. If we only give a little, God will only bless us a little in return.  If we give a lot, 

God will bless us a lot.  2 Corinthians 9:6 
 
26. We should give because we want to show the love that is in our heart, not because 

someone has told us to give.  2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
27. When we give God will bless us in return and increase our blessing according to 

our giving.  2 Corinthians 9:7-11 
 
28. God considers our giving like a sacrifice which he receives.  

Hebrews 13:16   
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Relationships with One Another 
 
 
 

 
In the beginning God created one man and one woman.  This man and woman had 

children.  They became a family.  The family is God’s idea.  God has a plan for each family.  
God knows how to have a good family, a happy family.  God wants the family to fulfill his 
plan on the earth.   In a family there is a mother, father and children.  The family has love for 
one another.  They care for one another.  They help one another.  This is God’s plan, and in 
the Bible God teaches us how to have a good family. 
 

The church of Jesus Christ is like the family of God.  When we believe on Jesus we 
become a part of God’s family (John 1:12).  When we become Christians God becomes our 
father and other Christians are our brothers and sisters.  Christians - the church - is God’s 
family.  Christians should have relationships with one another like a family.  God tells us in 
the Bible about the relationships we should have with one another. 
 
 
1. We should love one another. 

Romans 12:10 
 

What?  Love is when we have good actions toward other people.  It is 
when we say good things about them and do good things for them.  It is 
when we choose in our heart to be kind to other people.  This is love. 

 
Who?  Christians should love other Christians, our neighbors, people 

who have good actions toward us, and even people who hate us.  We 
are to show God’s love to all people. 

 
When? We should show love all of the time.  We should show love when it’s 

easy to show love and we should show love even when it’s difficult.  
We should show love when people are kind to us and even when they 
have bad actions toward us.  Jesus is our example.  God’s loved filled 
his heart and he forgave those who hated him. 

 
Where? We should show love in our home to our family.  We should show love 

to our neighbors.  We should show love to the workers in the market, in 
the city and in the countryside.  We should show God’s love every 
place we go. 

 
Why?  We should show love to other people because God has shown 

love to us.  We should have good actions toward other people because 



God has shown good actions to us.  We should forgive because God has 
forgiven us.  We should bless other people because God has blessed us. 

 
How?  We should show love by praying for people.  By telling them 

the good news.  By helping them when they have a problem.  By 
giving money to poor people.  By speaking kind words to them and 
about them.  By sacrificing what we want to do.  By choosing to serve 
other people.  These are some of the ways we can show love. 

 
 
2. We should honor one another. 

Romans 12:10 
 

What?  Honor is when we give respect to someone.   
 

Who?  We should honor people who are leaders.  We should honor 
people who do something good. 

 
When? We should honor people when they do something good.  When they are 

kind to us or do something good in the school, the job, or the church. 
 

Where? We should honor them in the church meeting or in the small group.  We 
should honor them at the place where other people come together. 

 
Why?  Because people should receive honor for the good things they 

do.  When a Christian does something good he does it to honor God 
with his actions.  God says that when we honor him, he will honor us.  
We give honor to people because we love them and we want to show our 
love to them. 

 
How?  We can honor people by speaking good words about them.  We 

can buy them something to honor them: a book a shirt, or some small 
gift.  We can invite them to stand in front of the church and tell the 
church about the good thing they have done. 

 
 
3. We should give advice to one another. 

Romans 15:14 
 

What?  Advice is when someone has a question or they don’t know the 
answer for something.  Someone who has knowledge can give advice 
to people. 

 
Who?  People who know God’s ways can give advice to others.  God 

has the answers for life in the Bible.  We can know God’s ways because 
we know the word of God.  When we give advice we give God’s ideas, 
not our own ideas.  We want advice from God. 

 
When? When we see someone choosing the wrong way we should tell them 

what God’s word says.  When people ask us to help them we should tell 



them what God’s word says.  When we have a good relationship with 
people we can give them advice. 

 
Why?  Because when people choose the wrong way they will have 

problems in their future.  We don’t want people to have problems in 
their future, so we can give them advice from God’s word.  We give 
people advice because we love them. 

 
 
4. We should agree with one another. 

1 Corinthians 1:10 
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The Promises of God 
 
 
 

The Bible is full of the wonderful promises of God.  In this lesson we will study only 
a few of those promises.  But first, we need to understand something about God’s promises. 
 
 
1. This is what we need to understand about God’s promises: 
 

A. God’s promises are only for those who will receive the good news. 
Acts 2:39 
Christians are part of God’s family.  He gives promises only to those people 

who surrender their life to him and follow him with all their heart.  We must first 
repent from our sins and receive Jesus as our only Savior.  Then we will receive the 
promises of God. 

 
B. We can trust God’s promises because we can trust his character. 

Titus 1:2 
God is faithful.  He will not lie.  He has always fulfilled his promises in the 

past and he will fulfill them to us today. 
 

C. We can trust God’s promises because of his power. 
Romans 4:21 
Nothing is too difficult for God.  He has all the power to fulfill all his 

promises. 
 

D. We don’t receive God’s promises because of our good actions, but because 
of his grace. 
Galatians 3:22 
After we repent, God freely gives us his promises.  We cannot work to 

receive them.  We do not receive them because we’re good people or we have good 
actions, we receive them because God is good and full of grace and mercy. 

 
E. We receive God’s promises through faith. 

Mark 11:24 
We must believe that God loves us and wants to do good things for us.  We 

must believe with all of our heart.  Then we must speak the words of faith and 
confess we believe in God’s promises.  Even if we don’t see them fulfilled 
immediately, we still confess them and believe them. 

 
 
 



 
2. These are some of God’s promises: 
 

A. God will wash us clean from our sins when we repent. 
Acts 3:19 

 
B. God has a home for us with Him in heaven after we die. 

John 14:1-3 
 

C. In heaven there will be no sadness, suffering, sickness or poverty. 
Revelation 21:4 

 
D. God will not allow us to be tempted more than what we can endure.  And 

when we are tempted he will provide us power to overcome. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 

 
E. God will cause the bad things which happen in our life to result in 

something good. 
Romans 8:28 

 
F. God’s grace will give us strength when we are weak. 

2 Corinthians 12:9 
 

G. If we resist the devil he will flee from us. 
James 4:7 

 
H. If we are sick, God will heal us. 

James 5:13-16 
 

I. We can do anything through Jesus who gives us strength. 
Philippians 4:13 

 
J. God will take care of all of our needs according to His riches in heaven. 

Philippians 4:19 
 

K. When we give to God through the church, and when we give to poor 
people, God will take care of our needs. 
Proverbs 3:9-10 

 
L. God gives us power to defeat and rule over Satan and evil spirits. 

Luke 10:19 
 
 
Other promises of God: 
2 Chronicles 7:14; Psalm 30:5; Psalm 34:10; Psalm 41:1; Proverbs 11:25; Daniel 12:3; Mark 
9:41; Luke 6:38; John 3:14-15; John 6:35; Romans 16:20; 1 Corinthians 3:4; 2 Corinthians 
4:17; James 1:25; James 2:5; 2 Peter 1:4; Revelation 3:21 
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Contentment 
 
 
 
 
1 Timothy 6:6-10 
 
1. All people, whether they’re rich or poor, always want more than they have.  

This is true in Cambodia, America, and all other countries.  People always want 
more than they have. 

 
The person with the bicycle wants a motorcycle.  The person with a 

motorcycle wants a car.  The person with a car wants a better car.  The person with 
the wooden house wants a villa.  The person with a little money wants more money 
and the person with more money wants even more.  People think that if they have 
more they will be happy.  I want to tell you that even if you have more, that does not 
mean you will be happy.  Believe me, there are many people all over the world who 
are rich and have anything they want, but they are not happy. 

 
Some of you here know Michael Jackson.  Michael Jackson is a very wealthy 

man, but he was unhappy with his marriage and he divorced his beautiful wife.  I 
read books and the newspapers every day about people who are wealthy.  And I read 
that they have problems just like you and I.  Don’t think that because you have more 
you will be happy.   King Solomon was the third king of Israel.  He had anything 
he wanted to have.  This is what he said: 

 
“I did great things.  I built houses and had much property.  I made beautiful 
parks and places to play in the water.  I had many servants and many cows 
and sheep.  I had more than anyone in Jerusalem before me.  I gathered 
silver and gold for myself and had beautiful clothes.  I had many wives and 
wrote many proverbs.  I became very famous and people from all over the 
world came to meet me.  I was greater than anyone who had lived in 
Jerusalem before me.  Anything I wanted I took.  I enjoyed any pleasure I 
wanted to en joy, but I hated life.  I was not happy.”  

 
 Ecclesiastes 2:4-17 
 
 
2. We do not receive happiness because we live an easy life.  Happiness does not 

come from what we have.  Happiness comes from our heart.  Happiness comes 
from obeying God and having a relationship with him (Galatians 5:22).  I want you 
to know this: 

 



A. God does not want you to be poor.  All throughout history when people 
receive the good news of Jesus Christ, those people prosper.  God wants you 
to prosper. 

B. God will cause you to prosper as much as he wants you to prosper, and when 
he wants you to.  First, God wants your spirit to prosper.  Your character.  
He wants your character to become like Jesus’ character.  He wants you to 
become righteous.  God knows your future.  He knows about your husband 
and wife.  He knows about your job.  And if he knows that when you 
prosper you will turn away from him and righteousness, he will not allow you 
to prosper.  God’s plan for your life is for you to become like Jesus and fulfill 
his plan for your life - he may allow you to prosper. 

 
C. God wants us to try to improve ourselves and become more skillful at what we 

do.  But he wants us to trust him in every part of our life. 
 
 
3. This is what God says about money and our plan to receive more: 

1 Timothy 6:6-10 
 

A. First, our plan should be become righteous.  Then to prosper.  (Matthew 
6:33)  If God number one in your life, he will give you what you need, but 
perhaps not what you want. 

 
B. Understand that after you die all that you have will be gone.  Don’t worry  

about this life, soon this life will be finished.  Prepare for the life after you 
die.  (Good actions do not prepare you for the life after you die.  Only when 
you repent and receive Jesus as your Savior then you prepare yourself for life 
after death.) 

 
C. Believe that God wants to bless you, but don’t always want more.  Obey his 

Word and trust him.  He will take care of you and give you what you need. 
 

D. Finally, understand that when you have more, you will have more problems. 
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Four Good Ideas From God About How to Have a 
Successful Life 
 
 
 

God is very interested in your future.  God wants you to have a successful life here 
on this earth, and with him after you die.  God wants you to have hope and a good future 
(Jeremiah 29:11).  God does not want you to be sad and without hope.  He wants you to 
have a good future.  But only God knows what kind of future is best for you.  No man 
knows what is best for your life.  People can tell you what is good for your life, but God has 
a special plan just for you.  He wants to show you the way to go so you can fulfill his plan 
for your life.  What I’m going to teach you in this lesson will not answer all your questions 
about your future and God’s plan for your life, but in this lesson I want to give four ideas 
from God’s Word about how to have a successful life. 
 
 
1. First, we need to define “success.”  
 

Success does not mean that you have much money, a big house, a car and you 
can do what you want to do.  There are many people who have these things, but 
they’re not happy.  They don’t have peace.  They still have problems in their life.  
Solomon was the third king of Israel.  He was very wealthy, very wise, and there 
was peace in his kingdom during his reign.  Solomon had everything he wanted to 
have.  Listen to what he said: Ecclesiastes 2:11; 12:13-14. 

Some people will be rich and some will be poor.  Some will travel to other 
countries and some will never leave their village.  Some will have families and some 
will not.  Some will be famous and others will not be known.  God has a different 
plan for each person.  Success is finding God’s plan for your life and following that 
plan.  When you are following God’s plan for your life then you will be happy  - if 
you are rich or if you are poor.  If you travel on many journeys or never leave your 
village.  True success if finding God’s plan for your life. 

 
This is what the Bible says about success:   

 
Genesis 39:3; Deuteronomy 29:9; Joshua 1:8; 1 Chronicles 22:13; 2 Chronicles 26:5; 
2 Chronicles 31:21; Nehemiah 2:20; Psalm 1:3 

 
 
2. Four Ideas From God About How to Have a Successful Life 
 

A. Make God number one in your life.   
Matthew 6:25-34; Exodus 20:3 

 



Until we surrender our life to God and choose to find his plan for our life, we 
will never have true success.  Only when we fully obey him with all of our heart will 
we be on the right path to lead us to success.  God knows what will make you 
become successful.  He knows what is best for you.  A person cannot follow their 
own way and God’s way at the same time.   

We can make God number one in our life by choosing him, his Word, and his 
church before anything else.  When we say we don’t have time to pray (be with 
God), read the Bible, or fellowship with other Christians, then  God is not truly 
number one in our life.  When we follow our own ideas rather than God’s ideas, he 
is not really number one in our life.  If you watch someone - how they live - it’s easy 
to see if God is number one in their life.  If we want to have a successful life, God 
must be number one and everyone and everything else number two, three, etc. 

 
B. Know and understand God’s laws for living a successful life which are 

found in the Bible. 
Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-6; Proverbs 1:1-7 

 
The Bible teaches us right from wrong.  God has laws, and when we do not 

obey those laws we are sure to have problems.  God has other laws that if we obey 
them we will have success.  God reveals these laws to us in the Bible.  We must 
read and study the Bible to discover these laws.  Then when we obey them, God will 
be with us to bless us in all that we do.  Discovering these laws and following them 
is called wisdom.  Successful people have wisdom, understanding and knowledge 
from God. 

 
C. Learn how to be successful from people who are already successful. 

Proverbs 13:20 
 

If you know a person who is a Christian and they seem to be successful, if it 
appears that God is blessing them, you should become a friend to that person and 
learn from them.  Some people only associate with fools or people who cannot help 
them learn a skill or come closer to God.  Be care how you choose your friends.  
Choose people who are a good example to you and learn from them.  Christians who 
are older than you and Christian leaders are good people to learn from.  Christians 
who are successful at what they do can teach you, too.  But you must choose to be 
with them.  Don’t be shy.  Go to their house.  Invite them to your house.  Ask 
them questions about life and success.  Get their good ideas.  But make sure their 
good ideas follow God’s ideas. 

The Old Testament is full of many stories of people who succeeded and 
people who failed.  God put these stories in the Bible so we can learn from them 
(Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:1-11).  God wants us to read these stories and learn 
from what these people did right and what they did wrong.  We can read the stories 
and learn what made them successful and what made them fail. 

 
D. Develop good habits. 

 
Some people are successful because they have good habits.  They have made 

good ideas which will help them succeed a part of their life.   They develop strong 
character in their lives.  Good character will help a person succeed.  Some people 
are lazy and do not practice good habits.  In the Book of Proverbs God says much 



about the lazy man and the diligent man. 
 

Proverbs 6:6; 13:4; 15:19; 19:24; 20:4; 21:25; 26:16 
 

 
If you want to be successful in life; if you want to discover God’s plan for your life, 

you must develop good habits.  Here are some examples of good habits: 
 

1. Pray every day.   
(1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

2. Read your Bible every day. 
(Matthew 4:4) 

3. Meet with Christians whenever there’s a church meeting. 
(Hebrews 10:25) 

4. Learn to be on time.  (Punctuality) 
5. Do everything that your boss or leader tells you to do.  Do it 

completely.  Don’t stop doing it until you have finished it all.  
(Thoroughness) 

6. Do the best you can.  Do your work as if you were doing it for Jesus.  
(Excellence) 

7. Don’t wait for someone to tell you what to do.  If you see that 
something needs to be done, do it.  (Initiative) 

8. When someone is teaching you, don’t make them think you know 
everything.  Listen when someone is teaching you.  Be willing to 
learn from everyone.  (Humility) 

9. Ask questions from people who can help you.  If you never ask 
questions you will not improve and learn. 

 
If you want to be successful you must develop good habits.  These are only 

some of the good habits which you should develop. 
 

God wants you to have a good life.  He has a special plan for your life.  Don’t try to 
create your own plan, but discover his.  First, make God number one in your life.  Then 
learn God’s laws for having a successful life which are found in the Bible.  Third, learn 
from people who are successful.  Finally, develop good habits which will help you become 
successful. 
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How Husbands Should Love Their Wives 
 
 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 

The Bible is like an instruction manual.  God wants us to know how to live on this 
earth.  He wants us to have success in life.  Therefore, God tells us how to be successful in 
life in the Bible.  The Bible teaches us how to be good employees, employers, leaders, 
servants, husbands, wives, children, students, citizens and much more.  God shows us the 
right way to live in the Bible.  If we follow God’s commands in the Bible about these things 
life will be easier than if we don’t follow them.  God knows more than all people.  He 
knows the right way to live and wants to help us live that way. 
 

God wants us to have success in our family.  Success in our family is important 
because families are the future of the nation.  Families are the future of the church.  If we 
have good families we will have good churches and a good nation.  In the Bible God tells us 
how to have good families.  He wants each family to be his ambassador on earth.  God has 
called the husband to be the leader of the family.  God tells the husbands about the 
relationship he should have with his wife. 
 

Someday you men here will have a wife.  God wants you to know how to show love 
to your wife and how to be a good husband.  You women will have a husband.  You should 
know about the kind of man you should marry.  You want to marry a man who will love you 
like God commands him to love you. 
 
 
Ephesians 5:25-33 
 
1. Husbands love your wives like Jesus loves Christians. 

Ephesians 5:25 
 

Jesus is the good example for husbands.  We should love our wives like Jesus 
loves Christians.  In what ways does Jesus love Christians? 

 
A. When he lived on this earth he put the needs of the people before his own 

needs. 
Jesus always thought about the needs of other people.  He choose to 

serve them rather than serve himself.  He cared for the needs of other people 
before he cared for his own needs.  He sacrificed for other people. This is 
how he showed his love.  This is how he showed God’s love. Husbands 
should think about the needs of their wives.  Sometimes they should sacrifice 
what they want for their husbands.  



 
B. He gave his time, money, and strength to people. 

Husbands need to be with their wives.  They need to make sure their 
wives have the money they need to care for the family.    Wives need love 
and strength from their husbands. 

 
C. Through the Holy Spirit he leads Christians in God’s ways. 

Husbands should know God’s ways and teach them to his family.  He 
should teach his wife the Bible and help her follow God’s ways.  He should 
pray for her. 

 
D. He helps Christians fulfill God’s plan on this earth and for their lives. 

God has a plan for your wife.  God wants her to serve him, her 
family, and the church.  God gives spiritual gifts to your wife.  You can help 
her know about God’s plan for her life. 

 
E. He forgives Christians when they sin. 

When you are angry at your wife because she sinned against you, you 
should not be angry in your heart, but you should forgive her like God always 
forgives you. 

 
F. He helps Christians with their problems. 

You wife needs you to help her. Help her with her problems.  Pray for 
her and with her.  Give her advice.  Comfort her when she’s sad.   

 
G. He loves Christians with all his heart and strength. 

You wife needs to know that you love her, and only her.  She needs to 
know that you don’t want another woman.  You should show her you love 
her and tell her that you love her. 

 
 
2. Husbands love your wives like you love your own body. 

Ephesians 5:28 
 

When our body needs something we give it that thing.  When our body is 
sick we care for it.  We try to make our body beautiful.  We take care of our body 
in every way.  God wants husbands to love their wives like they love their body.  If 
your wife needs something - something for the house, for her life, - love.  If you can, 
you should give it to her. 

 
 

Many men don’t have anyone to tell them how to love their wives.  Many 
Cambodians do not have a father for a good example.  God tells us in the Bible how to give 
honor to him and love our wives.  If we obey God’s word about this life will be easier than 
if we don’t. 
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What Should We Do When We Have Problems? 
 
 
 

Every person has problems.  God does not say that when we become a Christian we 
will not have problems in our life.  But God does tell us what we should do when we have a 
problem, and he promises that he will help us with our problems.  The person who does not 
have a relationship with God does not have power from God to help them when they have 
problems.  God’s answers for all our problems are found in the Bible.  Today I want to tell 
you a story from the Bible about a young man named Joseph.  Joseph had some big problems, 
but God helped him.  Joseph is a good example for us.  When we read about Joseph’s life we 
can know what to do when we have problems. 
 
 
1. The story about Joseph. 

Genesis 37, 39-50 
 

A. Joseph had problems with is brothers. 
Genesis 37 

Joseph was a young man who loved and obeyed God.  He believed that 
someday the Savior would be born who would receive the punishment for his 
sins.  Joseph had eleven brothers.  He was the youngest and his father loved 
him more than his other brothers and made a beautiful coat for him.  The 
brothers were jealous and hated him.  One day when he was seventeen years 
old they put him in a deep hole far away from his father’s house.  They killed 
an animal and put blood on Joseph’s coat and told their father an animal had 
killed him.  But actually they sold him as a slave to some people who went to 
Egypt. 

 
B. Joseph had problems in Egypt. 

 
1. In the house of Potipher. 

Genesis 39 
In Egypt Joseph became the slave of an Egyptian leader.  God 

blessed Joseph and he became a leader among Potipher’s servants.  He 
became the manager of all Potipher’s affairs.  But Potipher’s wife 
caused him a big problem. 

 
2. In prison. 

Genesis 40 
While in prison God blessed Joseph.  Even when Joseph had 

problems, God would bless him and help him, because Joseph loved and 
obeyed God with all his heart.  In prison Joseph met two men who used 



to work for the King, but the king became angry with them.  God gave 
Joseph understand to interpret dreams.  He interpreted the dreams of 
these two men.  One man was released from prison and promised to tell 
the king about Joseph, but he didn’t.  He forgot about Joseph. 

 
C. Joseph meets his brothers again. 

Genesis 41-45 
One day the king of Egypt had a dream.  The one man who was in 

prison remembered Joseph and the king invited Joseph to interpret his dream.  
Joseph did.  He told the king that God was going to bless the kingdom of Egypt 
with successful crops for seven years, but after that, there would be seven more 
years of famine.  The king honored Joseph and made him the prime minister of 
Egypt.  Joseph prepared the kingdom of Egypt for the seven years of famine. 

During the famine brothers came to Egypt to buy food because they had 
none in Canaan.  They met Joseph but did not recognize him.  Joseph  
revealed himself to them and invited them to live in Egypt with him.  

 
D. Joseph’s family lived in Egypt. 

Genesis 46-50 
Joseph’s brothers returned to Canaan and brought their father back to 

Egypt with them.  The king of Egypt gave the descendants of Jacob (Israel) a 
special land in Egypt and they prospered there.  One day their father died and 
Joseph’s brothers became afraid of Joseph.  They thought he would take 
revenge because of the cruel thing they did to him when he was younger.  But 
this is what Joseph said: Genesis 50:19-21 

 
 
2. What did Joseph do when he had a problem? 
 

A. He didn’t become angry with people when they caused his problem. 
 

B. He didn’t become angry with God when he had a problem.  He continued to 
show love to people, even when they were cruel to him. 

 
C. He didn’t sin, but continued to love God with all his heart. 

 
D. He prayed to God and told God about his problem and asked God for help. 

 
E. He knew that he was part of God’s family and God would take care of him.  

 
F. He knew that even if he had a problem, nothing is too difficult for God, and God 

would take care of him and help him. 
 

G. He knew that God ruled over every situation and God would make a bad 
situation good for him. 

 
 
3. This is what the Bible says about problems: 
 

A. We all have different kinds of problems: 



 
• No money. 
• God does not answer our prayers. 
• Sometimes we’re sick. 
• Sometimes things don’t happen the way we want them to happen. 

 
B. Sometimes we cause ourselves problems when we sin or do foolish things 

(Galatians 6:7-8).  We should ask God to forgive us for our sin and get 
someone’s advice about the wise thing to do and search the Bible for the answer 
(James 5:13-16). 

 
C. Sometimes Satan causes us problems to tempt us to sin (Matthew 4:1; 1 

Thessalonians 3:5).  We should resist him in the name of Jesus (James 4:7), run 
away from the temptation (2 Timothy 2:22) - like Joseph - and choose to do the 
right thing. 

 
D. Sometimes God allows us to have problems to make our faith strong (1 Peter 

1:6-7; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-4).  When we have problems God will always help 
us and give us strength and wisdom (Hebrews 13:5-6; James 1:5).  When the 
problem is finished we will have stronger faith than before. 

 
4. Here is more from the Bible about problems: 
 

A. Sometimes we have problems because God wants to identify sin in our life and 
help us correct it (Hebrews 12:6-7; 1 Corinthians 11:28-30). 

 
B. Sometimes we have problems to remind us that we don’t have strength in 

ourselves, but our strength is in God (Zechariah 4:6; John 15:5; Romans 7; 
James 1:3-4). 

 
C. Sometimes we have problems to teach us to fight against Satan (Ephesians 

6:10-18). 
 

D. Sometimes we have problems so we can help other people who have that  kind 
of problem because we have experienced the same thing (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). 
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Written, audio and video lessons are available from Charles at the following sites: 
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