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Why We Give Tithes and Offerings 

by Charles McCaul 

 

The Christian Church is a group of people who have believed in Jesus as their Savior and 

Lord and who gather together to represent Him in one location.  The local church has a 

pastor and deacons that serve the church and help us grow to maturity.  When Christians 

come together as a church they meet to worship God, listen to and study the Bible to 

understand God’s ways, pray together and go out and share the Good News with others.   

Five characteristics of the church are: 

1. Love God. 

Matthew 22:34-37  
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 

together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 

question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.’[b] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  

We love God by giving Him all of our lives.  When we come together as a 

church we show our love to Him by singing, praying and giving.  As a church 

we organize ways to worship God as His family. 

2. Love Others. 

Matthew 22:39 
39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

We show our love to others by doing kind deeds toward our neighbors, our 

family and our enemies.  We show love by forgiving others.  We also show love 

by telling others about the Good News.  As a church we organize ways to show 

love to others and evangelize as a family. 

3. Make Disciples. 

Matthew 28:18-19 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me.19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

As a church and as members of the church we help new Christians grow to 

become more like Jesus in their thoughts, words and actions.  This is called 

“discipleship.” As a church we organize ways to make disciples.   

 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2022:25-45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23910b
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4. Relate to one another as a Family under Pastoral Care. 

Matthew 28:19 

…baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

When we receive water baptism we show the world and the devil that we have 

entered the Family of God. We are now a member of God’s Family.  We relate 

to other Christians as brothers and sisters.  We are added to the local church and 

become involved in relationships with others and are under the of the pastors of 

the church as God’s sheep and their sheep.  As a church we organize activities to 

grow together in our relationship as the Family of God and organize our church 

for pastoral care.   

5. Understand, obey and apply the Word of God to their lives. 

Matthew 28:20 
20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

As Christians we try to know the Word of God in the Bible so as to know what 

pleases God and what displeases God.  We try to please God in all of our 

thoughts, words and actions to as to give God glory.  As a Christian our goal in 

life becomes to please and honor God.  We also serve others in the church and 

outside the church.  We discover our spiritual gifts, heart motivation, abilities, 

personality and experiences in life and find or create a ministry to serve others.  

As a church we organize ways to learn and apply the Bible and help church 

members serve others in a ministry.   

 

Five Reasons Why Give 

 

One of the activities of the church is that the members of the church give to help support 

the ministries of the church in that local area and in places far away.  This has been a 

characteristic of God’s people since the beginning.  We call our giving “Tithes” and 

“Offerings.”   In this lesson we will learn about Tithes and Offerings but below are five 

reasons why we give. 

 

1. To Obey God. 

The reason we do anything – repent, be baptized in water, be baptized in the 

Holy Spirit, attend church, give is to obey God.  When we choose to believe in 

Jesus and receive forgiveness, we also choose to accept the one, true and Living 

God as our Master.  He knows the right thing for us.  We don’t know.  We 

choose to obey Him if we understand the reason or not. 

 

Hebrews 11:8 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 
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2. To honor God. 

The primary purpose of giving is to honor God. When we give God from our 

possessions, money and harvest we show God that He is more important than 

anything that we have. 

 

Proverbs 3:9 

Honor the LORD with your wealth; with the first fruits of all your crops. 

 

Our offering to God is a sacrifice.  When we give we give to the local church, a 

ministry or other people.  When we give we choose to sacrifice something that’s  

important to us – money, fruit, vegetables, rice harvest, etc.  This pleases God 

and honors Him.  Whether we are rich or poor it should become our custom to 

give to God sacrificially.   

 

3. To support Christian leaders. 

God chooses leaders to lead His church into His purposes.  In the Old Testament 

Era God chose a family- the descendants of Levi, and Moses, Aaron, Joshua and 

others to lead His people in His way. These leaders would meet with God, teach 

the people the Word and Ways of God and represent God’s people to society.  

These leaders did not receive land from God when they entered Canaan.  All the 

other families received a portion of land but the Levites did not.  They received 

a call from God to sacrifice and trust God and God’s people for support.  The 

Israelites gave tithes and offerings to support their leaders.   

 

Numbers 18:20 
20 The LORD said to Aaron, “You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will 

you have any share among them; I am your share and your inheritance among 

the Israelites. 

 

In the same way God chooses leaders in the church to work for Him full time.  

In our previous section we learned about five activities of the church.  The 

leader, who is usually the pastor, helps organize all of these activities, teaches 

the ways of God and represents the church to the community. God calls him to 

shepherd God’s flock.  The church should have many volunteers but as the 

church grows other helpers may be needed to help lead the activities of the 

church.  All of these leaders should receive financial help from the offerings of 

the church. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:13-14 
13 Don’t you know that those who serve in the temple get their food from the 

temple, and that those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the 

altar? 14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the 

gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:4-8  
4 Don’t we have the right to food and drink? 5 Don’t we have the right to take a 

believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord’s 

brothers and Cephas? 6 Or is it only I and Barnabas who lack the right to not 
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work for a living? 7 Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a 

vineyard and does not eat its grapes? Who tends a flock and does not drink the 

milk? 8 Do I say this merely on human authority? Doesn’t the Law say the same 

thing? 

 

1 Timothy 5:17-18  
17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double 

honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18 For Scripture 

says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker 

deserves his wages.” 

 

The local church will have a leadership team who will decide together how 

much of the offering should the pastor receive.  In the beginning of the church 

apostles or leaders in other churches may be a part of the leadership team to help 

make these decisions. 
 

4. To Evangelize. 

The local church is the source of evangelism.  The local church will have events 

to evangelize, send teams to evangelize and perhaps support an evangelist from 

their church to go out and evangelize.  Part of the tithes and offerings of the 

church will be used to support evangelism through many different methods.   

 

The Apostle Paul was supported by local churches when we went out to 

evangelize. 

 

Philippians 4:16 
16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I 

was in need. 

 

5. To meet the needs of God’s House – the Church. 

The local church may want to have many ministries.  Depending on if the 

church grows they may want a children’s ministry, youth ministry, women’s 

ministry, men’s ministry or development activities.  The finances for these 

ministries will also come from the churches tithes and offerings. 

 

In the Old Testament Era, the Israelites were commanded and received blessings 

from God for tithing to support the upkeep and administration of God’s temple. 

This principle of tithes and offerings holds true as well today where 

our “temple” is the church, the place where we worship and receive our spiritual 

help. Church facilities and organizations are to be supported by our tithes and 

offerings – this includes electricity, water, toilets, church buildings and other 

things associated with managing the church. 
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Five Purposes of the 

Church 

• Love God 

• Love Others 

• Make Disciples 

• Live as a Family 

under pastoral care 

• Know and Obey 

God’s Word by 

serving others 

 

Five Reasons to Give 

• Obey God 

• Honor God 

• Support Church 

Leaders 

• Evangelize 

• Support the Needs 

of the Church 

 

Summary 

In summary we see that there are five purposes of the church that will need to be 

managed and supported financially.  There are also five reasons why we give. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see that with all of this some churches need lots of money.  Our goal should be 

to fill the village, commune and district with the Gospel.  God expects His church to 

grow.  Where do we get this money?  Most of the time we receive the money from 

church members as God blesses them.  In our next lesson I want to study more about 

what the Bible says about supporting church leaders. 

Understanding Tithes and Offerings 

In the beginning God’s people who love Him used to offer God 10% of their increase and 

give offerings as a way to show their love to God.   

Jacob 

Genesis 28:22 

22 and[a] this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you 

give me I will give you a tenth.” 

Abraham 

Genesis 14:20 

20 And praise be to God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.”  Then 

Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

 

 

 

John 8:29 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2028:22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-796a
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“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 

God Owns Everything 

It’s important for us to understand that God is the Owner of everything.  He is the Creator 

and the Source.  He allows mankind to live and breathe on earth.  He gives good things to 

all of mankind.  He gives us rain, sunshine, vegetables, fruit, animals to eat, trees and 

stones for houses.  Everything comes from Him. 

Psalm 24:1  

1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,   the world, and all who live in it. 

1 Chronicles 29:11 

11 Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power   and the glory and the majesty and the 

splendor,  for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; 

    you are exalted as head over all. 

Leviticus 25:23 

23 “‘The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you reside in 

my land as foreigners and strangers. 

Psalm 50:10 

10 for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. 

Haggai 2:8 

8 ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the LORD Almighty. 

It’s important for us to understand who God is and who we are.  God is the owner, we are 

the stewards.  God allows us to use His possessions, but they are not ours. 

Matthew 25:14-30 tells the story about a man who gave his servants his possessions to 

take care of while he went on a long journey.  While he was gone his servants took care 

of his possessions, but when he returned they returned his possessions to him.  This is the 

same for us – God gives us everything but He is the owner.  When we give tithes and 

offerings we give what already belongs to God back to Him. 

1 Peter 4:10 

10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as  

faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 

1 Corinthians 4:2 

2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 
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Tithing is God’s way to                                        

support the activities of the church. 

 

Do not be confused.  God is the Lord and everything we have is His.  When God tells us 

to give back to Him in tithes and offerings part of what He has given us we should be 

happy. This is one way we can show our love and gratefulness to Him. 

What is a Tithe? 

A tithe is one out of ten.  If we receive a gift of $100 we take out $10 and give that to 

God as an offering.  If our chicken has ten chicks we take one chick out and give it to 

God as an offering.  If we pick 20 mangos from our mango tree we give 2 to God.  This is 

what it means to tithe.  What we receive as a gift from others, from the produce of our 

hand if we are a farmer or our salary if we are a worker we take 10% and give it to God. 

If someone visits our church or village and gives an offering of cash to us, we should 

separate 10% of what we receive and give it as an offering to God through the church. 

Please do not be confused:  We do not rely upon our denomination, sources 

from Phnom Penh, or guests from outside the country to support our local 

church and its leaders and ministries.  The church members obey God by 

giving tithes and offerings and God blesses them in return.   

We give to God first…not last.  When we receive our salary we remove 10% and give it 

to God the next church meeting.  When we harvest, we take 10% and set it aside to give 

to God to help the pastor, leaders and the poor and needy in the church.   

Proverbs 3:9 

9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops. 

Leviticus 27:30-32 

30 “‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the 

trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 31 Whoever would redeem any of their 

tithe must add a fifth of the value to it. 32 Every tithe of the herd and flock—every tenth 

animal that passes under the shepherd’s rod—will be holy to the LORD. 

Malachi 3:10 

10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me 

in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 

heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 

In this verse we are commanded by God to bring all the tithe to God’s storehouse.  

During the era of ancient Israel there was a place in the temple for people to bring their 

rice stalks, fruit, animals, etc. which they brought as a tithe or offering.  Sometimes they 

would bring money, too.  The tithe was used to support the leaders of the temple and the 
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activities and ministries of the temple.  Nowadays we bring our tithes to the church and 

give it as an offering to the leaders of the church to support their living and the ministries 

of the church. 

Malachi 3:8  

8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing 

you?’  “In tithes and offerings. 

When we obey God and give to Him He will bless us, but if we disobey God and do not 

give our tithes He will curse us. 

Proverbs 11:24-25 

24 One person gives freely, yet gains even more;     another withholds unduly, but comes 

to poverty. 25 A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 

There is a Blessing When We Give  

In the verse above God says when we obey Him by giving our tithes He will open up the 

windows of Heaven and pour out a blessing.  God’s blessings are good health, healing, 

good relationships, success in life and finances.  Read Deuteronomy 28 about God’s 

blessings when we obey Him and curses when we disobey Him. 

Consider these verses and promises from God about giving: 

2 Corinthians 8:1-4 

And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given 

the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and 

their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much 

as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently 

pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 

The churches in the district of Macedon were poor, but they gave generously to the 

Apostle Paul and his ministry.  Even though we are poor we should give generously. 

2 Corinthians 8:7 

7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 

earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace 

of giving. 

As Christians we want to excel in worship, serving others, loving God and others and 

everything we do.  We should also excel in being generous givers to God’s church and 

leaders. 

2 Corinthians 8:10-12 

10 And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were 

the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so 

that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according 
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to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what 

one has, not according to what one does not have. 

The church in Corinth had promised Paul that they would give a generous offering, but 

they were slow and after a year had not given it yet.  We should be diligent when giving 

tithes and offerings.  As the Bible commands us, we should give our first fruits, not our 

last fruits.  We should make giving a priority.  As soon as we receive money or a small 

harvest, we should separate a tithe or offering and give it the next Sunday we join the 

church meeting. 

2 Corinthians 8:16-21 

16 Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for 

you. 17 For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much 

enthusiasm and on his own initiative.18 And we are sending along with him the 

brother who is praised by all the churches for his service to the gospel. 19 What is more, 

he was chosen by the churches to accompany us as we carry the offering, which we 

administer in order to honor the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help. 20 We 

want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. 21 For we are taking 

pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man. 

When a local church receives tithes and offerings they need to have 2-3 people who 

receive the offering and count it.  They should record the amount of the offering and the 

date it was given in an accounting book and the money should be put in a bank or a safe 

place.  When the money is spent they should record it in the accounting book.  This 

should always be done by 2-3 people. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in 

your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 

all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  

When we give we are sowing a seed.  God sees our tithes and offerings as a seed.  When 

we give we plant the seed.  We should put the money in the offering basket or put the 

fruit of our field in the church warehouse with joy and faith.  We should declare: 

 

“Lord, I give my offering today as a seed.  I ask you to bless this seed and multiply it 

back to me as you promised in Your Bible.”  

God will show His power toward us and multiply our tithes and offerings as one seed is 

multiplied into many stalks of rice.   

If we sow a little, we will receive a little.  If we sow a lot, we will receive back a lot. 

When a farmer sows rice seed, he sows by faith.  He does not have guarantee that he will 

reap a harvest at harvest season.  In the same way, when we give, we give by faith. We 
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know God sees our generous heart and He will care that His promises to us are fulfilled.  

God is faithful to His Word and He will give us a harvest in His way and in His time. 

2 Corinthians 9:10-11 

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 

increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will 

be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 

your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

As we sow our financial seed, God will provide more seed for us to sow more and more.  

This means that as we give, God will give us more.  God gives us more and we give 

more.  God blesses us.  We keep some for our living and we give some as a tithe and 

offering.  Remember, when God blesses you with money or the fruit of your hand, you 

always take 10% immediately and honor and thank God by giving it back to Him.  This is 

the cycle: 

1. We give by faith and obedience to honor God, show our love to Him and 

support the ministries of the church. 

2. God blesses us in return. 

3. We keep some for our living. 

4. We give our tithe of our increase and also give offerings. 

5. God blesses us in return. 

6. We continue the cycle over and over again all of our life. 

This is how Christians prosper – work hard every day and sow financial seed in tithes and 

offerings.  Trust God and His word.  He is careful to fulfill these promises about giving. 

2 Corinthians 9:12-15 

12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is 

also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which 

you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies 

your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and 

with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because 

of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

When you give to God through the church or to the poor or other ministries, the people 

who receive your generous gift will pray for you, praise God for you.  God will answer 

their prayers by blessing you more. 

Malachi 3:10 

10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me 

in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 

heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 

When we obey God and are faithful to give the tithe from all of our increase – money, 

fruit, rice harvest, etc. – and we are faithful every time – God promises to open the 

windows of heaven and pour out a blessing that is so much we will not have enough 

room to store it!  This is God’s promise.  In fact, He says we should test Him!  This is the 
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only place in the Bible where God says to test Him.  Trust God.  Be faithful to give your 

tithe each time and expect God to bless you. 

Luke 6:38 

38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 

measured to you.” 

This is Jesus’ promise about giving.  If we give, others will give to us.  We will receive 

back according to the measure that we give.  Just like sowing and reaping – if we give a 

little, we will receive a little; if we give a lot, we will receive a lot.  We must believe 

God’s Word, give and trust Him with our finances.  He will return to us according to His 

ways and according to His time. 

What is an Offering? 

A tithe is 10% of our increase.  When we receive our salary, a special financial gift from 

someone, a harvest of rice, fruit, vegetables, or anything else, we separate 10% first and 

give it as an offering to God’s storehouse, which is His church. 

An offering is above the tithe.  We do not give an offering and call it a tithe.  A tithe is a 

tithe.  An offering is above the tithe.  We give our tithe and we also give offering.  The 

tithe is used in the church to pay the pastors and leaders for their service to God’s people 

and His temple.  The tithe is used for the various ministries of the church.  However, 

offerings are giving for special projects, to help the poor, special ministries, seminars, 

Christmas or something else. 

A tithe is giving back to God what He commands us to give. An offering shows our love 

for God and His church and His people when we give to something special.  Sometimes 

the church needs to build a building.  Sometimes the church needs finances for a special 

program. Sometimes the church wants to help a poor family in a special way or give a 

special offering to a leader or ministry such as a youth camp, women’s seminar or water 

baptism.  In the Old Testament there were many different kinds of offerings.  Offerings 

are a way for us to show our love to God and His people in a special way.  Be sure that 

God sees our offerings and sacrifice.   

Luke 6:38 

38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 

measured to you.” 

Acts 20:35 

35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 

remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.’ ” 
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Ezra 2:68-69 

68 When they arrived at the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, some of the heads of the 

families gave freewill offerings toward the rebuilding of the house of God on its 

site. 69 According to their ability they gave to the treasury for this work 61,000 darics[a] of 

gold, 5,000 minas[b] of silver and 100 priestly garments. 

Exodus 35:22 

22 All who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all 

kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave 

offering to the LORD. 

Luke 12:48 

48 But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten 

with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 

from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. 

 

The Local Church Supports the Pastor 

God’s plan in both the Old Testament and New Testament is for God’s people to support 

the Christian leaders who serve the temple of God.  God chooses men and women to 

serve him full time.  These men and women sometimes work another job full time or part 

time to support their family and sometimes they stop their work and serve the people of 

God full time.  This is according to the will of God for each person and the church. 

In the Old Testament the priests didn’t have land.  They lived in the temple and God’s 

people provided food and clothing for the servants of God who sacrificed because of 

God’s calling.   

The local church should give tithes and offerings to buy food and clothes for 

the pastor and his family.  The local church should give groceries to the 

pastor and bless him and his family with special gifts from time to time.  

This is how Christians bless their pastors.  At harvest time they should bring 

10% of their harvest to the church.  They should give this 10% as an 

offering and the elders of the local church will decide who much the pastor 

and his family receives and how much is given to the poor.   

When a pig is born, a chicken or duck is born or something like that, the 

church members should take 10% and give it to the church as a tithe 

offering.  Or they should give it directly to the pastor and his family. 

If a pastor doesn’t have a motorcycle or transportation this is not the 

problem of the denomination or Phnom Penh leadership.  This is the 

problem of the local church.  The local church should give offerings to help 

buy their pastor a motorcycle to use for the work of God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezra+2%3A68-69&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12097a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezra+2%3A68-69&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12097b
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The Value of an Eldership 

It is essential for every church to have an eldership that meets the standards of an elder 

in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9.  The elders make decisions together about the vision 

and strategy of the church.  The elders also make decisions about tithes, offerings and 

the salary of the pastor. 

If a local church or a house church does not have men and women in the church who 

meet the standard of an elder then they invite a pastor whom they trust from the Region 

or the Regional Coordinator or someone from staff at the Phnom Penh church to be a 

part of the eldership team until the loca church has mature elders that meet the standard.   

 

The leader of a cell church might not need a salary.  The leader of a house church might 

not need a salary.  The leader of a Mature Village Church probably needs a salary.  The 

pastor of a City Church probably needs a salary.   

Some pastors work part time or have a rice field, garden or small business. This is 

appropriate.  However, it is still appropriate for the church to give a salary to the pastor 

according to his needs. 

 

In the Old Testament the people of God didn’t have money so they gave their harvest. 

Sometimes they sold jewelry or household items or animals to give as offerings. It is 

appropriate for church members to sell items or give their items as offerings to the 

church. 

The eldership should also determine a salary for the pastor.  The salary should be at the 

economic level of the members of the church.  This means the pastor should not live at 

too high an economic standard nor too low, but according to the economy of his church 

members or city or village.  The eldership makes this decision and the pastor should 

receive a salary each month.   

Do you see that it is possible for a local church to support their pastor?  If every family 

gave 10% of their income and 10% of their produce the church would have enough for 

ministry and to support their pastor.   

God’s plan and strategy to support his work on earth is for the local 

church to support their own ministries and support their own pastors 

and staff and for the local church to give to other ministries and help 

the poor. 
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The Blessing of God 

When we give, we sacrifice.  We give because of love and we give by faith.  We do not 

give like playing the lottery or gambling and hope that when we give we will get more 

back.  However, God does promise to bless those who give! 

Hebrews 11:6 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

 

2 Kings 4:8-37 

This women provided for the prophet and God provided for the woman! 

 

Malachi 3:8-12 
8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.  “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing 

you?’  “In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you 

are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 

house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to 

store it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will 

not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. 12 “Then all the nations 

will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 

Luke 6:35-37 

"But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get 

anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, 

because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. What kind of reward? It doesn’t say – 

perhaps here, perhaps heaven. {36} Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. {37} 

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”  

 

Luke 6:38 

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 

measured to you." 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6-14 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in 

your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 

all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: 

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;      their righteousness endures 

forever.”[a]  10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply 

and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You 

will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 

through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  12 This service that you 

perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in 

many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved 

yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3B6-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28966a
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the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone 

else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the 

surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 

Philippians 4:11-19 
11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 

circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I 

have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or 

hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me 

strength.  14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you 

Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out 

from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, 

except you only; 16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once 

when I was in need.17 Not that I desire your gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to 

your account. 18 I have received full payment and have more than enough. I am amply 

supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a 

fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all 

your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. 

 

Make a Plan to Give 

1 Corinthians 16:2 

On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money 

in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will 

have to be made. 

The Apostle Paul instructs Christians that they should have a plan to give 

offerings and tithes.  He tells us we should “set aside” and “save up” the money 

we plan to give.  One of the characteristics of a mature disciple of Jesus is that he 

gives tithes and offerings.   

1. Make a commitment to give 10% of your income – money, fruit, rice 

harvest, animals or gifts other people give to you – to the church. The 

Elders of the Church will decide how to use your gift.  If we do not give 

10% to God we are a thief. 

 

Malachi 3:8-12 
8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.  “But you ask, ‘How are 

we robbing you?’  “In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—

your whole nation—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole 

tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in 

this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be 

room enough to store it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your 

crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is 

ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. 12 “Then all the nations will call you 

blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty. 
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2. Make a commitment to give special offerings for the pastor, church 

helpers, repairs for the building or construct new buildings or ministries 

of the church. 

 

3. Give sacrificially and expect God to bless you as you sow your seed. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:8-9 
8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love 

by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

2 Corinthians 8:1-4 

And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that 

God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe 

trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 

generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and 

even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded 

with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 

 

4. Don’t procrastinate in giving and don’t forget your promise to give. 

When you are blessed or God puts it in your heart to give, don’t hesitate, 

but give right away.  If you do not give right away, the devil might come 

and snatch away what God has put on your  heart.  In the verses below 

we see the Christians at the Church in Corinth had a heart to give but 

procrastinated a year.  Don’t procrastinate. Obey the Word of God and 

what God has put in your heart. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:1-5 

There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the Lord’s 

people. 2 For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been 

boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last yearyou 

in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of 

them to action. 3 But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting 

about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be 

ready, as I said you would be. 4 For if any Macedonians come with me 

and find you unprepared, we—not to say anything about you—would be 

ashamed of having been so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge 

the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the 

generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous 

gift, not as one grudgingly given. 

 

5. Put your tithe and offering of cash in an envelope and put it in a safe 

place. When Sunday comes, take it to the church and put it in the 

offering.  Do the same with chicken eggs, mango, piglets and any other 

income.  The tithe belongs to the Lord.  Set is aside and take it to the 

church the next Sunday. 

 

 

 

 



 

 17 

Leviticus 27:32 

Every tithe of the herd and flock--every tenth animal that passes under he 

shepherd's rod--will be holy to the LORD. 

 

6. Give secretly.  Don’t tell others what you give and don’t receive public 

recognition for your tithes and offerings.  The pastor should not tell other 

church members what or how much the members of the church give. 

Matthew 6:1-4 

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be 

seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in 

heaven.  2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 

trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be 

honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in 

full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then 

your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

Some churches have the tradition of announcing to the whole church 

each week or once per year how much the church members give. This is 

not God’s ways, please do not do this.  Please do not put your name on a 

wall or chair or anything else which you give as an offering.  If you give 

in secret your Heavenly Father will reward you. 

 

7. Declare by faith that God will honor you and reward you. 

 

Deuteronomy 26:1-16 

When you have entered the land the LORD your God is giving you as an 

inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 2 take some 

of the first fruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land 

the LORD your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the 

place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name 3 and 

say to the priest in office at the time, 

 “I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come to the land 

the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 

 4 The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in 

front of the altar of the LORD your God. 5 Then you shall declare before 

the LORD your God:  

“My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt 

with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful 

and numerous. 6 But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us 

suffer, subjecting us to harsh labor. 7 Then we cried out to the LORD, the 

God of our ancestors, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our 

misery, toil and oppression. 8 So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a 

mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs 

and wonders. 9 He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land 
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flowing with milk and honey; 10 and now I bring the first fruits of the soil 

that you, LORD, have given me.”  

Place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before 

him. 11 Then you and the Levites and the foreigners residing among you 

shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God has given to you 

and your household. 

12 When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the 

third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the 

foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in your 

towns and be satisfied. 

 13 Then say to the LORD your God: “I have removed from my house the 

sacred portion and have given it to the Levite, the foreigner, the 

fatherless and the widow, according to all you commanded. I have not 

turned aside from your commands nor have I forgotten any of them. 14 I 

have not eaten any of the sacred portion while I was in mourning, nor 

have I removed any of it while I was unclean, nor have I offered any of it 

to the dead. I have obeyed the LORD my God; I have done everything you 

commanded me. 

 15 Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place, and bless your 

people Israel and the land you have given us as you promised on oath to 

our ancestors, a land flowing with milk and honey.” 

The passage above gives us God’s instructions for giving an offering.   

 

1. Gather the first fruits of your harvest and put them in a basket. 

2. Take your offering to the house of God. 

3. The pastor will receive your offering. 

4. You shall declare the faithfulness of God to you and declare his 

promises to you. 

5. Rejoice in the good things God has done for you (Worship). 

6. Your tithes and offerings are for the pastor, the foreigner, the 

orphan and widow. 

7. Your tithes and offerings are a sacred portion to the Lord.  It 

belongs to God.  Do not spend it.  Do not loan it. Do not eat it 

yourself.  Do not use any of it for sinful activities. 

8. Speak to God and ask him to keep his promises about you when 

you give tithes and offerings. 

Summary 

1. Everything belongs to God. 

2. God gives us all we need for this life as we obey him and apply the Bible’s 

principles for success. 

3. God expects us to give back to him through tithes and offerings through his local 

church. 

4. A tithe is 10% of our income – whether hard cash or fruit, vegetables, or our 

other harvests. 

5. The tithe is used to support the pastor and his family and the ministries of the 

church. 
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6. Offerings are above and separate from the tithe. Offerings are to help buy land, 

build buildings, help the poor or some other need the Lord puts on our heart. 

7. God expects us to give both tithes and offerings. 

8. God will bless us for because of our giving. 

As we give in faith we are sowing seed.  We should expect God to give back to us in the 

way and time he chooses.  
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Charles McCaul has been married to Cynthia McCaul since 1974.  They 

have four children.  After serving as an assistant pastor at Valley Christian 

Center in Harrisburg, Oregon for 4 years and Eugene Christian Fellowship in 

Eugene, Oregon for 14 years they moved their family of 4 to Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia in 1995 where they assisted in laying the foundations and 

building up what is now the largest local church in Cambodia, New Life 

Fellowship, and serving on the Apostolic Team of New Life Fellowship of 

Churches in Cambodia.  Chuck is an author of more than 25 book and 

booklets focusing on Christian Leadership, Local Church Issues, Personal 

Growth and Bible-Related Studies.  Many of them have been written for 

the Cambodian Context and have been translated into the Cambodian 

Language.  Charles is also director of the Cambodian Leadership Institute. 

Written, audio and video lessons are available from Charles at the 

following sites: 

Email:   charles.edward.mccaul@gmail.com  

Facebook: Charles McCaul 

Twitter: @McCaulCharles 
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WordPress: charlesedwardmccaul.wordpress.com 

SoundCloud: Charles McCaul Mentoring Growing Leaders 

YouTube: Mentoring Growing Leaders  

LinkedIn: Charles McCaul 

 

Many written, audio and video lessons are often available in both English 

and Khmer Language. 

 


