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You Can Change the World! 

Introduction 

  

As a new Christian in 1974 as I read the Bible for the first time, I was impacted by 

the words of Jesus such as these: 

Luke 9:62 

 

Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service 

in the kingdom of God. 

 

Luke 9:23 

 

Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 

and take up their cross daily and follow me. 

 

I was impacted by the testimonies of believers in previous generations such as 

these: 

Hebrews 11:8-10 

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was 

going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign 

country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 

same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God. 

Hebrews 11:13-16 

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 

things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting 

that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things 

show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of 

the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they 

were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 

be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

I was impacted by the story Jesus told of the servants who each received a sum of 

money and were expected to increase what they had been given and return it to their 

master when he returned.  I wanted to be that kind of a servant. 

Matthew 25:23 

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 

with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!’ 
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As a new Christian, I just believed this is what life is all about – following Jesus with 

all of your heart and no turning back.  Giving him your all with no reservations.  Not 

being concerned with what we get out of life, because our life is to be lived for His 

purposes in our generation – our reward is in heaven, not on earth.  I’ve tried to live 

my life in this way so my life and the fruit that comes from my life will be offered as 

an offering to Jesus when I die and stand before His Throne of Judgement. 

My heart has been to echo the words of the Apostle Paul as he came to the end of 

his life: 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now 

there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have 

longed for his appearing. 

 

Understanding God’s Eternal Plan 

As we let the Bible guide us, we see that in the beginning the Creator-God had one 

plan for mankind. He hasn’t changed His plans from one generation to another or 

from one covenant to another.  His plan has always been the same.  That plan is 

revealed in the very first words He spoke to mankind: 

Genesis 1:26-28 
 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 

rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the 

wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  27 So God 

created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 

increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

 

This plan can be summarized in this way: 

1. For every person whom He would create and allow be born on this earth to 

know Him and have a relationship with Him; 

2. For every person to represent His likeness – character – in every thought, 

word and action; 

3. For every person to live the life of a winner – one who rules over the 

circumstances of life, rule over sickness, the devil, demons, all opposition and 

reach the full potential that God created them for; 

4. For every person to help others know Him, represent Him and rule and reign 

in life. 
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This was God’s plan for Adam and Eve, for their children and for every tribe and 

nation that would spring up in every village and city on the earth.  There are 7.5 

billion people living on the earth.  Nowadays in every city, in every village and in 

every country we have crime, death, sickness, divorce, corruption and every kind of 

problem.  Let me ask you – is this God’s will?  Was this God’s will for mankind?  No!  

Never!  Something is wrong with this world!  This world is upside down!  The pain, 

suffering, homelessness, starvation, poverty and wars are not God’s plan for even 

one person!  Are we to be satisfied with this and think this is just the way it is and we 

just must be patient and endure until Jesus comes…or does God expect more? 

 

What Happened to Our World? 

Sin entered the world and with sin came sickness, death, and all the problems 

mentioned above.  God’s plan has always been to restore the earth to original.  We 

call this Establishing the Kingdom of God on Earth.  The Kingdom of God is God’s 

reign and authority in a person’s life, in a family, in a village, in a district, in a city and 

in a nation or among an ethnic group.  God will not be satisfied with anything less 

than 100% submission to Him in every life in every village, city and nation.  This has 

been His plan from the beginning – for Adam and Eve to Establish his Kingdom in 

their life, in the lives of their children and their descendants.   

However, Adam and Eve failed.  God eventually called Abraham and his 

descendants to establish His Kingdom on the earth, but as we read through the Old 

Testament, we see that the nation of Israel failed.  Finally, in these last days God 

has called the Church of Jesus Christ to be the final vehicle to establish His Kingdom 

on earth.   

Matthew 16:18-19.   

18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

The church will not fail:  The Gates of Hades will not overcome…” 

 

Jesus said it like this: 

Matthew 6:9-10 

“Our Father in heaven, holy is your name.  May your Kingdom come and may your 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”    

What is it like in heaven? 

✓ No sickness. 

✓ No poverty. 
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✓ No death. 

✓ No divorce. 

✓ No corruption. 

✓ Everybody loves everybody else. 

✓ Everybody loves the God of the Universe and obeys Him 100% 

My belief that I discover in the Bible in verses like these is that God wants the earth 

to be like heaven. 

It’s important for us to understand this is a process.  Step-by-step.  In our life-time we 

don’t know how much we can transform earth to be like heaven, but we must try.  

That must be our vision and goal because that is God’s vision and goal.  Our vision 

and goal cannot be less than God’s vision and goal! 

1. Adam and Eve failed. 

2. Israel failed. 

3. The Church is commissioned to establish the Kingdom of God on the earth. 

4. In the end, every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord 

and every nation will submit to Jesus as Lord.  We are part of that process in 

our generation.   

Revelation 11:15 

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 

which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 

his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever. 

This is the Mission of the church: 

Matthew 28:18-20 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age. 

Our mission is to make disciples of all nations!  Every person in every village – rich, 

poor, young, old, educated, uneducated, nice people or evil people – our Mission 

Field is the world.  We cannot breathe our last breath until we have done everything 

in our strength and the strength of the Holy Spirit to reach everyone…I say 

again…everyone in our sphere of life.  

 

Make Disciples of All Nations: 

What Does That Look Like? 

Everybody has a sphere of life.  Everybody has a “metron.”  The Greek word, 

Metron, means a “sphere of influence.”  A “space.”  A mission given them by God 

among a certain group of people. 
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When we say, “reach all the people in the world”, what groups of people are we 

talking about?  Rich people?  Poor people?  Women?  Men?  Children?  Illiterate?  

Highly Educated?  Business People?  Doctors?  Lawyers?  Athletes?  Film Stars?  

Musicians? Presidents?  Village Leaders? 

Yes…all of them.  Every kind. 

To help us become strategic it’s good to put these people in categories.   If we can 

put them into a category according to their Metron in life, or place of their living, it 

becomes easier to reach them strategically. 

Jesus is interested in discipling NATIONS.  Not just a few people here or there, but a 

nation of people – entire villages and cities! 

Someone has said that if you want to bring positive change to a nation, you must 

identify, understand and have Christian influence in every sphere of society of that 

nation.  Someone has also said that there are seven spheres of society.   

We can take all or most of the people in the world and put them in one or more 

spheres of society.  Then we encourage Christians to consider themselves 

missionaries in the sphere of society God has placed them on.  The work of the 

church is to equip the people of God to do the work of God…in their sphere of 

society.  Ephesians 4:11-16.  We encourage, direct and equip Christians to not just 

live in their sphere as a normal person but: 

1. Live as salt. 

2. Live as light. 

3. Live as a leader. 

4. Live as someone who has answers to the problems in that sphere because 

they know The Word of God. 

5. Live as the Head and not the Tail. 

6. Live with a goal for God to use you to establish His Kingdom in that sphere of 

society. 

 

What Sphere is God Calling You to Be a Positive Influence in? 

 

Here are Seven Spheres of Society that we as Christians can focus on to change the 

world. 

 SPHERE OF SOCIETY EXPLANATION 

 
1 

 
Religion 

Of course, Jesus wants false religions to return 
to Him, so this is the ministry of the church, 
evangelists, and discipleship ministries.  The 
tendency for Christians is to only focus on this 
sphere of society and not the others. 

 
2 

 
Social Relationships 

Jesus wants families to have good relationships 
with one another, so this sphere has anything to 
do with family relationships, relationships with 
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neighbors, poverty, orphans, counseling 
ministries, social workers…people! 

 
 

3 

 
 
Education 

If Christians are not involved with leading in the 
sphere of education – state education 
institutions, private education institutions and 
Christian schools and universities, then we leave 
this sphere that molds the minds of children in 
the hands of unbelievers to lead the children and 
youth away from God! 

 
 

4 

 
 
Business 

God has ways of running a business that please 
Him and bring true success.  Christian 
businessmen and women are needed to show 
the way to be successful.  Be sure and read the 
Bible verses following from Deuteronomy 28.  
Christians are to be the lenders, not the 
borrowers – successful business men and 
women! 
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Government 

God has a way of running a successful 
government.  Government has a very difficult job 
solving the problems of society and citizens.  
God has answers.  Christians in the sphere of 
government – at the top, in the middle or at the 
bottom – can bring God’s answers to solve the 
problems of society! 
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Arts and Entertainment 

Where are the Christians in the sphere of art, 
photography, dance, sports, singing, playing and 
writing music, drama?   We’re not talking about 
getting on a stage and preaching, but we’re 
talking about being in the sphere at the high 
level, middle level or low level and praying, 
sharing the Gospel, helping these people and 
their careers overcome difficulties.  This sphere 
has a huge influence on the minds and future of 
all levels of society.  Where is the Christian 
voice? 
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Media 

Finally, what about television, radio and internet 
technology?  Christians should be working in TV, 
radio and internet technology creating new 
products, leading people to Jesus, praying for 
the sick and changing the message of this 
sphere to a positive message to society. 

 

Read the following verses and see God’s plan for Israel, which is also God’s plan for 

all of mankind: 

 

 

 



7 
 

Deuteronomy 28:1-14 

If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you 

today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 2 All these 

blessings will come on you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God: 

3 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. 

4 The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of 

your livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 

5 Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. 

6 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. 

7 The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated 

before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven. 

8 The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand 

to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you. 

9 The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you 

keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in obedience to him. 10 Then all 

the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they 

will fear you. 11 The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of your 

womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground—in the land he 

swore to your ancestors to give you. 

12 The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on 

your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many 

nations but will borrow from none. 13 The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If 

you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and 

carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. 14 Do not 

turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, 

following other gods and serving them. 

 

It’s clear that God wants transformation on the earth.  It’s clear that God is pleased to 

use His Holy People to have positive influence on every sphere of society as they 

obey Him themselves and apply His Word to their lives and their Metron.  

Positive Influence: 

1. Be salt to draw people to Jesus.  They will ask, “Why is your family so 

happy?  Where do you get those good ideas?  Tell me about your God.” 

 

2. Be light.  Light shows the way. Light fills the darkness.  Light opens the eyes 

to see.  Christians must the light to show the way to a better family, financial 
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and business success, proper education and morals, dramas, music, films 

that give dignity to human beings. 

 

3. Live as a leader.  God calls His people to lead.  God will give you favor and 

promotion.  He will give you wisdom and a vision according to God’s plan for 

the business, students, schools, church, government.  God’s ways bring 

success in every sphere of life. 

 

4. Live as someone who has answers to solve problems.  Every family has 

problems.  Every school has problems. Every business has problems.  Every 

government has problems.  The Bible is full of examples of God’s people 

helping believers and unbelievers in the Seven Spheres of Society solve 

problems.  We must change our mind that we will be a leader and a problem-

solver in the Metron where God places us!  God’s people must know His 

Word and His Spirit to have the knowledge to solve problems of the world! 

 

5. Live with the goal to establish the Kingdom of God in the Metron and 

Sphere where God has placed you.  This means changing the atmosphere.  

This means changing the thinking. This means changing how a business does 

its business or a government serves its citizens or how a film industry 

chooses the topics of their films or the lyrics to the song that singers sing and 

write. 

 

Summary to Introduction 

I really do believe that we can bring societal change.  I know it is God’s heart.  The 

Vision Statement I created for New Life Fellowship Phnom Penh reflects my purpose 

in coming to Cambodia in April 1995 – not to just plant a great church in Phnom 

Penh.  Not to just plant churches in every province in Cambodia.  But to establish the 

Kingdom of God in every person, every village, every city and every sphere of 

society in Cambodia. 

“To plant a New Testament Church in Cambodia that will have positive influence on 

every sphere of society – Religion, Social Relationships, Education, Business, 

Government, Arts and Entertainment and Media and Internet Technology, and which 

will plant churches with the same foundation and philosophy in every province of 

Cambodia and send Cambodians as missionaries to other nations.” 

I believe this reflects God’s heart and God’s Plan for Mankind in this life.  I’ve 

dedicated my life to this.  The remainder of this book will describe more in detail the 

Bible Doctrine for this and what it looked like in Bible History and what it would look 

like in your life! 

 

Charles McCaul 

April 25, 2017 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia 


