
LOVING AND 
UNDERSTANDING 
THE WORD OF GOD

Part 3



In our previous lessons:

▪ The Bible is different from any other 
book in history

▪ The Bible is useful for every area of our 
life

▪ The Bible is God’s Word to lead us to 
salvation in Jesus Christ and give us 
success in every area of our life

▪ The Holy Spirit moved upon me and lead 
them to write the Word of God

▪ The Bible that we have today translated 
in our language is the Word of God, but 
we must use tools to study to discover 
the Word of God more clearly



Study the Bible to Understand

2 Timothy 2:15

Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
truth.

2 Peter 3:15-16

Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means 
salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote 
you with the wisdom that God gave him.16He writes 
the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of 
these matters. His letters contain some things that 
are hard to understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they do the other 
Scriptures, to their own destruction.



Study the Bible to Understand

Some things in the Bible are easy to understand but 
other things in the Bible are difficult to understand.  
The Bible that we have in our language is the Word of 
God.  The Holy Bible that we have in our language 
can lead us to salvation and bring us success in life.  
However, to understand the Bible deeper we must 
understand this:

We must build bridges to close four gaps to 
understand the Word of God more clearly.

1. Language Gap

2. Culture Gap

3. History Gap

4. Geography Gap



Bridging Four Gaps

1. The Bible was written in a language that 
I not our own language.  It must be 
translated to our language and when it is 
translated we lose some of the meaning.  
To understand some of the teaching of 
the Bible we must understand some of the 

language of the people who lived in that 
era.



Bridging Four Gaps

2. The Bible was written in a different 
culture than our culture.  There are 
some activities or traditions that 
seem strange to us and we don’t 

understand.  To understand some of 
the stories and teaching in the Bible 

we must understand the culture of the 
people of the Bible.



Bridging Four Gaps

3. The Bible was written in a 
different country than our 
country.  To understand 

some of the stories and 
teaching in the Bible we must 
understand some of the 
geography of the places 
where events take place in 

the Bible.



Bridging Four Gaps

4. The Bible was written during 
historical situation than us in 
the 21st Century.  To 

understand some of the 
stories and teaching of the 
Bible we must understand 
some of the history of the 
people in the Bible



Bridging Four Gaps

If you do not use resources to help 
bridge these four gaps you can 
understand the Bible and it will be 
useful for your life.

However, it will be like walking a long 
the path and finding gems on the 
surface of the ground.

If you use tools and resources to dig 
deeper into the Word of God it will be 
like find a great treasure which will help 
you in your life and help you help 
others.



Tools to Bridge the Four Gaps in Cambodia



Tools to Bridge the Four Gaps in Cambodia



Tools to Bridge the Four Gaps in Cambodia



Understanding the Bible:  Context Principle

We understand any word of verse in 
the Bible according to the context in 
which it sits:

▪ The entire Bible

▪ The Testament (Old or New)

▪ The Book

▪ The Passage



Understanding the Bible:  Context Principle

1. First, we understand the purpose 
of the entire Bible 

2. Second, we understand the 
purpose of the two Big Covenants 
God made with men (Old and 
New)

3. Third, we understand the purpose 
of each book

4. Fourth, we understand the 
purpose of each passage within 
the book



Understanding the Bible:  Context Principle

The Whole Bible Context

1. God inspired the writings of the prophets 
and apostles for one purpose: That 
mankind might come to know Jesus 
Christ (John 20:31). 

2. God reveals a truth in the Bible and 
develops that truth throughout the 
Bible.  (The Book of Genesis is the 
Seed-Bed of the Bible)  We must study 
many Bible verses about that one 
subject to understand the whole 
teaching of God about that subject



Understanding the Bible:  Context Principle

The Testament Context

1. The Old Testament is explained by the New 
Testament.  The New Testament Apostles 
explain the Old Testament Prophets.

2. The Old Testament was not written to 
Christians, but written to God’s people Israel 
and the nations with whom Israel related.

3. God spoke in the Old Testament through 
Types, Shadows, Symbols and Prophecy 
which are explained by Jesus and New 
Testament Apostles.



The Cross is the Filter by which we understand 
the Old Testament

Old Testament

Laws _____________________________ ?

Ceremonies ________________________?

Types and Symbols __________________?

Prophecies ________________________ ?

New Testament

Can we find Bible verses or 
teaching in the New Testament 
to confirm what is taught in the 
Old Testament?  If we cannot, 
then the Old Testament truth is 
not associated with New 
Testament Christians.

Every truth is established by two or three 
witnesses.

Deuteronomy 19:15;  2 Corinthians 13:1



The Cross is the Filter by which we understand 
the Old Testament

Old Testament
1. Some truths from the Old 

Testament were finished when 
Jesus died and rose again and 
are not for New Testament 
Christians.

2. Some prophecies were finished 
when Jesus died and rose 
again.

3. Some truths and prophecies are 
fulfilled by the New Testament 
Church and not by the Nation of 
Israel.

4. Many truths, teaching and 
activities in the Old Testament 
were a shadow of what God 
would do in the New Testament.

New Testament

We must read and study the 
New Testament to discover 
which truth or teaching from 
the Old Testament is for us 
New Testament Christians and 
which are not;
▪ Laws
▪ Customs
▪ Expectations

2 Timothy 2:15



Old Testament Shadows and New Testament 
Fulfillment

▪ Physical Circumcision

Genesis 17; Exodus 12:43-50

▪ Natural Israel

Exodus 19:3; 1 Kings 12:21

▪ Natural Temple

1 Chronicles 28-29; Ezekiel 40-44

▪ Natural Priesthood

Numbers 18; Exodus 28-29

▪ Animal Sacrifices

Leviticus 1-7; 17:11-14

▪ Burn Incense for worship

Exodus 30:1-10; 37:25-28

▪ Heart Circumcision

Colossians 2:11-17

▪ Spiritual Israel

Galatians 6:16; 2 Cor. 5:17; Romans 
2:28-29

▪ Spiritual Temple

1 Cor. 3:16-17; Ephesians 2:19-22

▪ Spiritual Priesthood

Revelation 1:6; 5:9-10; 1 Peter 2:5-9

▪ Spiritual Sacrifices

Hebrews 10:1-2; 13:15; 1 Thess. 5:18

▪ Spiritual Incense (Prayer)

Psalm 141:1-2; Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4



Old Testament Shadows and New Testament 
Fulfillment

▪ Natural Kingdom

Exodus 19:3-6; 1 Samuel 8:1-9

▪ Natural Sabbath

Leviticus 23:1-3; 25:1-7

▪ Natural Jerusalem

1 Chronicles 11:4-9; 2 Samuel 5:1-10

▪ Spiritual Kingdom

Matthew 4:22; 9:35; Revelation 11:14; 
Romans 14:17; John 18:36

▪ Spiritual Sabbath

Matthew 11:28-30; Hebrews 4:1-11; 
Colossians 2:16-17

▪ Spiritual Jerusalem

Hebrews 11:10-11; Revelation 21-22; 
Hebrews 12:22-24



Understanding the Bible:  Context Principle

The Book Context

1. Each book of the Bible was written by a 
different author, to a different group of 
people, in a different period of time and for 
a different purpose.  Discovering the 
purpose of each book will aid us in 
accurately interpreting any particular verse 
within that book and accurately applying it 
to our life.

2. We want to find the historical context of the 
book: When was it written, where was it 
written, under what circumstances was it 
written?  You should take time yourself to 
discover the content of the book.



Understanding the Bible:  Context Principle

The Book Context

3. Each book has a central theme.  Just like 
writing a letter, the biblical author had 
something in mind when the Holy Spirit 
moved upon him to pen his thoughts. 

4. We want to follow the author’s chain of 
thought and notice when he makes a 
parenthesis

5. Read the book at least four times.  Read it 
through at one setting.  Look for a 
common theme.  Now write out what you 
perceive to be the overall theme of the 
book.  By looking at re-occurring words or 
phrases you may discover the theme of the 
book.



Understanding the Bible:  Context Principle

The Passage Context

1. Each book of the Bible is divided into 
passages, each dealing with related or 
unrelated subjects. 

2. As we ponder a particular verse in the 
Bible we should ask ourselves, “What is 
the immediate context of this verse?  
What is the author talking about before 
and after this verse?  How is this verse 
linked to the ones before and after it?”



SUMMARY OF THE BIBLE
The overall story in the Bible is God, the all-powerful Creator of the Universe, 
going through the process of establishing His Kingdom – His will, purpose, rule 
and character – on the earth which He created.  He chooses to do this 
through the amazing process of creating a man and a woman and giving them 
the free will to choose to cooperate with Him or not.  He did this by allowing 
an opposing force – the devil and his demons – to have a part in this process, 
all the while orchestrating circumstances to accomplish His will without 
violating the free will of mankind.



GOD’S OVERALL PURPOSE IS STATED 
CLEARLY IN THE FIRST CHAPTER OF 
HIS BOOK:

Genesis 1:26-28
1. For mankind to know God and have a relationship with Him
2. For mankind to reflect their Creator in everything they think, say and do
3. For mankind to rule and reign over themselves and that is in, on and under 

the earth
4. For mankind to reproduce in their offspring and throughout mankind and 
on the earth a Kingdom that reflects His will, purpose and character



THE OLD TESTAMENT:  
ESTABLISHING HIS KINGDOM 
THROUGH ISRAEL
1. Adam and Eve Failed
2. God choose Abraham and his descendants and Israel failed
3. We learn about God’s heart, goodness and patience with mankind
4. We learn about the enemy of God and mankind – The Devil who wants to destroy 

mankind
5. We learn about the power of sin and weakness of mankind and their need of a 

Savior
6. We learn about God’s plan to bring a Savior for all mankind into the world through 

Abraham’s descendants



THE NEW TESTAMENT:  
ESTABLISHING HIS KINGDOM 
THROUGH THE CHURCH
1. Jesus leaves heaven and is born on earth as a sinless man.
2. Jesus lives under the authority of his parents until 30 years of age begins his 

ministry in Israel for the Jews.
3. Jesus shows us what a life pleasing to God is like – establishing the Kingdom of God 

on earth through good character, kindness and the power of  God.
4. The Jews reject the Savior promised from the era or Adam and Eve through Abraham 

and his descendants and kill Him.
5. But Jesus’ death is the plan of God for Jesus to be the final sacrifice for the sins of 

all mankind.



THE NEW TESTAMENT:  
ESTABLISHING HIS KINGDOM 
THROUGH THE CHURCH
6. Jesus rose from the dead after three days to prove He is the Son of God and Savior.
7. Jesus spent 40 days with His disciples teaching them the ways of God.
8. Jesus commissioned His disciples to go out and bring the Gospel to every person, then 

Jesus ascended to heaven to wait until the day appointed by The Father to return.
9. Ten days later on the Jewish Holiday Day of Pentecost in Jerusalem 120 disciples were 

filled with the Holy Spirit.
10. The first church in Jerusalem grew to perhaps 20,000 people and even though there 

was persecution, the disciples of Jesus began to take the Gospel to Asia, Africa and 
Europe.



THE NEW TESTAMENT:  
ESTABLISHING HIS KINGDOM 
THROUGH THE CHURCH
11. As the apostles traveled from one village and city to another village and city they 

wrote letters to Christians and Churches to give them further instruction in the ways 
of God.  These letters became the New Testament Bible of Christians.

12. Eventually all the first 12 Apostles except John died a martyr’s death, sacrificing 
their lives for Jesus.

13. The Apostle John was the last Apostle to die about 95 AD.  He was banished to the 
Island of Patmos off the coast of the country of Turkey.  While there he wrote the 
Gospel of John, 1, 2 3, John.



THE NEW TESTAMENT:  
ESTABLISHING HIS KINGDOM 
THROUGH THE CHURCH
14. While on the Island of Patmos John received a vision from Jesus about what has 

happened in human history, what was happening in human history and what would 
happen in the future of human history.  This became the only Book of Prophecy in 
the New Testament:  The Book of Revelation.

15. The Book of Revelation is a book full of symbols telling us about the future of the 
world and the Second Coming of Jesus to this earth to judge all those who rejected 
Him, destroy the earth and create a new earth and establish His Kingdom on the 
new earth. 



SUMMARY OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT
SUMMARY OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT
This will be taught from charts.  Not 
available in this Power Point Presentation.  



The Bible is so delicious with food for our spirit, soul 
and body.  When we read the Bible we understand a 
little, but when we study the Bible and understand 
some of the details about what we are reading we 
understand a lot.  The Bible will guide us to success in 
this life if we dig deep and apply it to our lives.  

Ecclesiastes 12:12
…Of making many books there is no end, and much 
study wearies the body.”
Proverbs 25:2
It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out 
a matter is the glory of kings.


